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EC  I  S  T  O  Y 


OF  THE 


f'OVvN  OF  CORNWALL.  f 


II  .  VERMONT, 


BY  REV.  I.Y:MAN  MATTHEWS^. 


"Ye  T>~ho  boast 
In  yonr  free  vefns  the  blood  of  .^ire.s  like  these, 
Lo?^«  not  their  lineaments.    Sliould  Manvmou  cling 
Too  cl<>>ie  around  your  heart,  or    ealth  beget 
Thrtt  hli\ated  luxurv'  which  eats  the  cure 
i'rom  mnnly  virtue,  or  the  tempting  world 
Blake  faint  the  Christian's  purpose  in  your  son!, 
Turn  ye  to  Plpaouth's  beach,  and  on  that  rock 
Knee!  in  tktrer  fuotpriut.^,  and  reoew  the  vow 
Tbcy  br Wit  Led  to  God."  Mrs.  Sigo\7SKey, 


?ITDDLEI?URY: 

??rvl>  AXD  fULr.Ki;.^  T^:  (}ISTKR  COOK  AND  JOB  OFFICF. 
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THIS  VOLUME, 
Designed  to  commeinorate  the  Sacrifices,  the  Successes  and  the  Virtaes 
of  tlie  venerable  Fathers  and  Mothei^  of  Cornwall,  and  to  note  the  Bless- 
i'igs  m-^riliin*-^  from  their  Forocost,  is  most  respcctfuliy  inscribed  to  their 
Descn^ndants,  resident  and  non-re*ident,  bj 

Their  servant, 

The  Author. 


PREFACE. 


fle-iro  iiKToa^inuly  manifest  in  many  conimuiiitic?.  o-po:ially  in 
N  ■    i'np'.su'l,  to  rc.-iciie  from  the  ravages  of  time  the  incidents  of  our 

•  'y  hlftoiy,  anil  so  to  embody  theni  as  to  secure  tlicir  ]vro-ervaUon, 

•  .iTcs  commendation  and  favor.  The  settlement  of  ""v'ormont  was 
1  ''in-aj-nced  at  so  late  a  date,  that  in  some  towns  a  few  of  the  earliest 

trier- survive,  and  many  of  their  children  may  be  Ibnnd,  who,  with 
n  tir.tive  memories,  love  to  recount  the  exploits  of  their  sires,  and  to  pass 
:"eview  the  chaisgcs  occasioned  hy  tho  Lipse  of  time  —  the  nnavoidal)le 

'^ncomitants  of  a  period  of  transition. 
'Jd;e  ]Mii)DLEDCity  HiSTORic.iL  Socii:'rr  several  years  siiice,  announced 
<Lc  purpose  of  securing,  if  po— ible,  an  anthenlic  history  of  cudj  iowii  in 
/v'idl.-on  County.  In  accordance  v/itli  tliis  purpose,  lion.  S.iHU.ifl  S^viir. 
has  already  prepared  that  of  ^lidvllebury,  with  a  brief  hi.-torical  .-ketch 
of  tlio  County;  Jolm  M.  Weeks,  .Esq.,  that  of  Salisbury,  and  liev. 
du.-iah  F.  Goodhue  and  others,  tiiat  of  Shoreham.  These  works  rerc 
■ 'r^?.'i.ly  before  the  public.  hi  this  volume  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
<  :  1  to  die  series  the  History  of  Cornwall. 

U  i-  v/ell  tltat  these  compilations  have  been  prepared  so  soon.  It 

ouM  be  well  tliat  the  history  of  the  other  towns  i-liould  bo  no  iorigcr 
<l  :l;.iyed.  The  facts  and  reminiscences  whicli  make  up  our  early  hi-tory 
:  -'I'^dly  passhig  beyond  the  reach  of  recover}'-,  as  the  aciui's  m  [y.'i-t 
-  -li'  and  those  most  intimate  with  tlicm,  have  clo-ed  and  are,  elo-uig 
Th'.jir  eartlily  career.  It  is  ob\'ious  that  it  would  ha\-e  been  en-ler  tor  tlie 
~.  and  more  satisfactoiy  to  both  vvriters  and  reudor--,  d  tii"-e  '.eorks 

.  .  !  liave  been  commenced  still  earlier,  as  .some  inci<laus  Mdiitli  v.'Ould 


VI  PREFACE. 

be  of  pGrmaiient  interest,  are  already  lost.  Happily,  licwever.  we  oeco 
py  the  homes  once  occupied  by  the  fotl^ers,  and  their  cliildren  and  cLil- 
dren's  children  retain  enough  of  tlieii"  hlstoiy  to  iUustrato  their  chai'acte: 
and  pe^'M^tnate  their  virtues. 

Ib  gathering'  the  materials  for  this  volume,  reriancc  has  been  placdj. 
firsl^  upon  tlie  Eecords  of  the  Original  Grantees,  or  Proprietors  of  tlic 
townsliip,  and  on  the 'Eecords  of  the  town.,  which,  from  its  organization, are 
in  perfect  presen'ation.  Eeliance  hiis  been  placed  secoid/j/,  upon  conversa- 
tions with  veiy  aged  pei^oni-',  who  came,  hi  childhood,  with  their  parent?, 
or  whose  birth  ccciirrcd  some  years  anterior  tt>  the  present  century,  so 
that  they  ^listinctly  remember  things  fis  they  were  in  the  be^giiming.  I 
have  recorded  several  reminiscences  on  the  anthority  of  -  tradition,  which 
is  an  invaluable  source  of  liistorical  information,  provided,  as  in  this  case, 
it  is  not  too  remote  from  the  -scenes  and  actors  it  describes.  I  vvill  add,  I 
have  recorded  some  incidents  suggested  by  my  own  observatloii,  dari];::g  a 
residence,  mostly  in  tliis  town,  of  more  than  half  a  century. 

The  Chapters  on  the  "Location  of  Settlors,"  though  they  rnay  seem 
to  promise  to  the  reader  only  a  dry  detail  of  names^,  will,  I  hope,  be 
found  among  the  most  enteiiaining  of  the  volume,  being  interspersed  vvitl\ 
such  incidents,  reminiscences  and  anecdotes,  as  I  haA-e  been  able  to  collect 
respecting  the  persons  mentioned. 

It  is  but  a  merited  tribute  to  the  citizens  of  Cornwall,  to  record  in  this 
place,  that  the  publication  of  this  Volume  has  been  secnred  by  a  gener- 
ous appropriation  from  the  to^Mi  Treasury,  in  tlie  midst  of  unparalleled 
burdens  of  taxation  for  town,  state  and  national  purposes. 

I  take  plea^sure,  also,  in  adding  that  tlie  illustrations  have  been  gratui- 
tously fuiiiished  by  liberal  friends — thus  enhancmg  the  value  of  the  book, 
without  cost  to  the  reader. 

The  work  delayed  beyond  his  intentions,  i>y  the  ill  health  of  the  "v^Titer, 
1.5  olTered  with  the  hope  that  it  may  prove  a  source  of  entertainment  to 
those  who  feel  an  interest  in  Cornwall,  and  thus  contribute  at  least  to 
their  enjo}'ment.  L»  MAniiEWS- 

CovruralL  Sq)kmber  20,  1862.. 
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HISTOM  OF  CORNWALL 


CHAPTER  I. 

"  Thej  need 
No  statue  nor  iu'^sriptiou,  to  re\edl 
Their  greatness  " 

Commiinicies  have  been  wont,  in  eyerj  age.  to  trace  tlioir  origin 
to  ancestors  sbroiided  in  mjtbologic  mvstcrv,  to  those  distin- 
guished for  physical  prowess,  or  for  intellectual  or  T>ior;'l  excellence, 
rhe  Hindoo  believes  himself  an  emanation  from  Brarna.  The 
Roman  was  proud  of  his  connection  with  the  riursliiigs  of  a  wolf. 
Tl'.e  Hebrew  glories  in  his  descent  from  the  "Father  of  the  Faithful.'' 
The  people  of  New  England  crer  love  to  trace  their  origin  to  the 
noble  band  who  landed  from  tlie  May  Flower,  and  others  of  kindred 
spirit  who  subseouently  sought  an  asylum  on  th.esc  shores.  History 
-tells  us  of  no  men  of  more  unflinching  courage,  of  sterner  prin- 
ciples, of  more  varied  excellence.. 

To  understand  the  movements  of  the  Puritans^  it  is  necessary  to 
understand  their  character.  Though  they  endured,  with  forbear- 
ance, the  oppression  of  despotic  nionarchs  :  the  abuse  and  persecu- 
tion of  a  supercilious  hierarchy ;  the  disfranchisement  of  them- 
selves and  their  families,  they  suffered  not  in  slavish  fear,  or 
Ignorance  ;  nor  withoui  a  dotcrminationj  at  a  proper  tim-o  to  rebuke 
their  oppressors  and  assert  their  rights. 

The  Puritans  who  had  fled  to  Hollandj  to  avoid  intolerance  at 
home,"  says  an  English  reviewer,  "carried  with  them  English 
hearts.    They  could  not  beor  to  think  that  their  little  community 
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should  bo  absorbed  and  lo^t  iii  a  foreign  nation.  They  Lad  il)rsaken 
their  birth-place  ami  their  family  graves  :  but  they  loved  their 
country  and  their  mother  tongue,  and  rather  than  their  children 
should  become  subjects  of  another  Slate,  and  speak  anotlier  lari- 
guage,  they  exposed  themselves  to  all  the  hardsliips  and  danger.=.  of 
colonizing  in  a  savage  land.  Life  to  them  had  little  value  ■'vithout. 
civil  and  religious  freedoiPj  to  secure  i,yhich  their  compact  Tvars 
i^jrmed.  even  before  their  feet  touched  American  soil.  Ino  people 
on  earth  may  so  justly  pride  themselves  on  their  ancestors,  as  th^ 
^0 w  E nglanders . ' ' 

The  circurnstances  in  "which  the  first  settlers  of  .iSTew  England 
were  placed,  nurtured  courage,  -wariness  and  Felf-reliance,  There 
■was  the  insidious  savas-e,  -who.  viewin[^  tbe  settler  as  an  intruder, 
'»yas  ever  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  remission  of  his  vratchful- 
ncss,  for  a  covert  assault.  Upon  his  own  vigilance  and  pro\Ye6S 
flepended  the  safety  of  himself  and  those  he  loved.  Upon  his  own 
energy  depended  his  supply  of  food  and  raiment.  His  fellovf- 
settlers  vfere  as  destitute  of  resources  as  himself,  and  they  were 
nil  too  "^yidely  separated  from  kindred  and  friends,  to  expect  relief 
in  any  eraergeney.  In  vic^v•,  therefore,  of  the  lact,  too  well 
attested  to  require  discussion,  that  men  are  formed  by  the  circum- 
.^tances  in  vrhich  they  are  called  to  act,  it  is  not  surprising  that  our 
ancestors  were  hardy,  fearless  and  enterprising.  "Without  the-:^e 
characteristics,  the  colony  must  speedily  have  become  extinct. 

As  these  settlements  extended  into  the  interior,  each  became  the 
nucleus  of  a  community  pledged  to  live  free  or  die.  The  spirit 
>")f  these  setilers  was  eften  well  exhibited  in  the  homely  but  ex- 
pressive stanzas  of  their  owui  poets  : 

*'  Our  wortby  forefiithers,  (let's  give  tliem  a,  cheer  !)' 
To  climates  unknovrn  did  courageously  steer  : 
Through  oceans  to  deserts  for  freedom  they  came^ 
And,  dying,  bequeathed  us  their  freedom  and  fame. 

"  Their  generous  besoms  all  dart.2;er3  despised. 
So  highly,  so  wisely,  their  birthrights  they  prized, 
"\7hat  tliey  gave  let  us  cherish  and  piously  keep, 
.  Nor  frustrate  their  toih  on  tiie  laiid  or  the  deep." 

7'he  Pub'ii'Cs  Apn'-a'. 
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I  As  early  as  1G09,  that  part  of  Vermont  borderirig  on  Lake 
!  Cliamplain,  ivas  to  some  extent  explored  bj  a  French  adventurer, 
v.liose  name  the  Lake  bears  : '  but  no  permanent  settlement  in  this 
part  of  the  State  -^vas  made  for  more  than  a  century  afterward.  The 
position  of  the  territory  v^as  such  as  to  prevent  its  safe  oceupancy 
by  settlers.  Situated  between  the  settlements  of  the  French  on 
oi'.c  hand,  and  those  of  the  English  on  the  other,  it  was  consto^ntly 
exposed  to  the  invasions  and  depredations  of  both,  in  tlie  almost 
incessant  warfare  maintained  between  them.  The  dense  forests  of 
"he  Green  ?>Iountains  were  the  favorite  lurking  places  of  the  wield- 
ers  of  the  tomahawk,  and  resounded  with  the  war-v/hoop  of  sav- 
j^es,  who  were  willing  to  become  allies  of  either  of  the  contending 
parties.  They  were  traversed  by  prisoners  taken  in  the  French 
"-ars,  and  were  witnesses  of  their  heroism,  and  of  their  sufferings."' 
Previous  to  1760,  the  territory  was  almost  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness. A  few  settlements  existed  in  the  extreme  southern  part, 
though  vrith  but  few  inhabitants.  The  territory  was  often  passed 
over  by  parties  of  Continental  soldiers,  on  their  waj^  to  and  from 
Lake  Champlain.  who  were  attracted  by  its  beauty  and  fertility. — 
Ihis  accounts  for  the  rapidity  with  whicli  settlers  galher.-l  from  all 
'■[uarters,  as  soon  as  a  safe  way  was  opened  before  thein.  Between 
•he  years  ITGO  and  176-1,  most  of  the  towns  in  the  State  received 
*l5eir  cliarters  from  the  Governor  of  Xevr  L^ampshire. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Cv.<-Ni:KOYlT»oY  BETWEEN  NEW  YORK  AXD  NEW  BAMPSIIITxE 
RESPECTING      TIIS  NEW  HA2IPSJIIRS  GKANTS.'' 

A  eontroversy  between  I'^on'  York  and  ISe^r  Ilampsbire  respeci- 
iiig  jurisuiction  over  the  territory  now  knovrn  as  YeiTiiorit,  com- 
menced in  1T49,  aiif]  cod  tinned  through  many  years.  This  was 
as  unfriendly  to  the  quiet  of  settlers,  if  not  as  perilous  to  their  per- 
fcions,  as  their  previous  exposare  to  French  and  Lidian  hostility.-— 
Tbongli  this  controversy  has  no  more  relation  to  the  history  of 
Cornwall,  than  to  most  of  the  other  towns  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  State,  a  brief  skt^ch  of  it  may  be  interesting  to  many  readers. 

New  York  claimed  jurisdiction  under  a  Charter  granted  by 
Charles  II  to  the  Duke  of  Yorkj  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : 

^'  Chakles  the  Second. 

By  th'2  oTcice  of  Go  J,  King  of  England^  ScGikuid,  France 
and  Ireland^  Defender  of  the  Faith,  d*c..  tj'c. 
To  ALL  TO  WHOM  THESE  PllESENTS  SHALL  COME, 

Greeting  : 

'  Know  ye,  That  we,  for  divers  good  causes  and  considerations, 
have,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  kno'.yiedge  and  mere  motion, 
given  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  do  give  and  grant  unto  our  dearest  brother,  James, 
Duke  of  York,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  part  of  the  niain  land 
of  New  England,  beginning  at  a  certain  place,  called  or  known  by 
the  nam<j  of  St.  Croix,  next  adjoining  to  New  Scotland,  in  Amer- 
ica:  and  from  thence  extendin;:;  alonoithe  sea-coast,  unto  a  certain 
phiee  called  Petuaguinc  or  Pemaquid,  and  so  up  the  river  thereof 
to  the  furtherest  head  of  the  same,  as  it  tendeth  northwards  :  and 
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tit<:nd]iig  from  the  river  Kiiiebeqiie.  and  so  upwards  by  tiie  sliort- 
f  I  course  of  the  river  Canada,  Rortlivvards ;  and  all  tliat  island  or 
M;.:;',ls,  cominonly  called  by  the  several  name  or  names  of  Mate- 
•.  ,;  -.5  or  Long  Island,  situate  andl^eing  west  of  Cape  Cod,  and  tbe 
:    : ;  o^v  Bigbgansetts.  abutting  upon  tbe  main  land,  between  the 

•J  rivers  there,  called  or  known  by  the  several  names  of  Connec- 
:  ;  :i  and  ITud^ous  River,  together,  also,  with  the  said  river  called 
lia  ison's,  and  all  the  lands  from  the  west  side  of  Coniiectieut  river, 
->  tl:e  cast  side  of  Delaware  Bay  :    Also,  all  those  several  islands, 

i'<;d  or  known  by  the  names  of  Martin's  Yinoyard  and  iNantuckes, 

■  rways  Nantucket :  together  with  all,  kc.    Dated  the  29th  day 
r  June,  in  tlie  tvfenty-sixih  year  of  the'^reign  of  King  Giiaiiles 

'  .  Soound.-' 

1'  is  not  SUV, -rising  that  the  utmost  indefmiteness  and  confusion 
\  'ud  Ijave  exi:^ted  in  reference  to  boundaries  in  the  charters,  and 
v  'uher  docunieiits  relating  to  the  territory  known  as  iNcw  ITamp- 
:lri re  Grants,  included  in  the  above  Cliarter.  The  patent  above 
'  -.ir'tGd  indicates  a  degree  of  ignorance  of  the  Geography  of  the 
'  ■vJ.vy  in  those  who  indited  it.  which  ot  that  period  was  perhaps 
LXcusabb.  bat  which  was  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  peace  of  tiic 
:^:'veral  colonial  governments  then  acknovvdedged  as  having  existence 
•u  Xevy-  England  and  New  York,  Evidently  the  Monarch*and  his 
'.  -'iiiicils  knew  not  what  tliey  vrere  doing,  if,  indeed,  thoy  knew 
v.hat  they  had  already  done  in  granting  Charters  to  the  New  Eng- 
!;;ud  colonies.     Of  this  confusion  Gov.  "^Ventvrorth  avails  himself 

■  n  his  proclamation  in  1764,  in  which  he  says :  —  Persons  hold- 
'.::g  grants  of  lands  or  Charters  from  New  Hampshire,  may  be 
'ssured  that  the  patent  to  the  Duke  of  York  is  obsolete,  and  cannot 
c  jnvey  any  certain  boundary  to  New' York,  that  can  be  claimed  as 
a  boundary,  as  plainly  appears  b^^  the  several  boundary  lines  of  the 
dersies  on  the  vrest :  and  the  colony  of  Connecticut  on  the  east, 
V;  ruch  arc  Set  (orUi  as  part,  only,  of  the  land  indicated  in  the  said 
patent  to  the  Duke  of  York.'"  The  boundary  of  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts  on  the  west  reached  to  within  twenty  miles  of  Hud- 
son River,  and  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  inferred  that  his 
own  jurisdicuon  extended  westward  to  the  saijc  meridian.  Acting 
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on  this  in&rence.  Gov.  ""^Tent^vorth  gmntod  Charters  to  those  who 
applied.as  far  westward  as  this  boundary, so  far  as  the  Tiiidso]!  Elver 
extends,  and  northward  of  that  point  to  the  shore  of  Lake 
Champhiin. 

"Whatever  may  have  been  the  feelings  of  the  ftnX  settlers  of 
Vermont  in  regard  to  the  authority  of  Xevv'  York,  it  is  certain 
that  they  early  became  disposed  to  acknowledge  that  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, foT  they  sought  and  obtained  their  Charters  frooi  that 
source.  They  appear,  however,  to  have  cared  but  little  whicdi  gov- 
ernment exercised  jurisdiction  over  them,  provided  they  vrere  made 
secure  in  [he  enjoy?nent  of  their  rights.  Eut  they  could  not  well 
render  allegiance  to  both,  and  as  neither  had  povrer  to  enforce  its 
laws,  or  protect  the  settlers,  necessity  was  laid  upon  them  to  pro- 
tect themselves,  and  they  declared  themselves  independent  of  both. 
In  thus  assuming  to  govern  themselves,  they  only  follov^'ed  the 
dict:ate  of  necessity — nature's  first  law. 

The  fjllovring  declaration  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  of  their 
independence,  was  adopted  by  a  convention  of  delegateSj  without 
a  dissenting  vote.* 

'■Rightist.  That  whenever  protection  is  withheld,  no  allegi- 
ance is  due.  or  can  of  right  be  demanded. 

"  2nd.  That  whenever  the  lives  and  properties  of  a  part  of  a 
community  have  been  maniiestly  aimed  at  by  either  the  legislative 
or  exGcurive  authority  of  such  community,  necessity  requires  a 
separation.  AVe  are  of  opinion  that  the  foregoing  has,  for  many 
years  past,  been  the  conduct  of  the  monopolizing  land  claimers  of 
the  colony  of  ISTew  York  :  and  that  they  have  been  not  only  coun- 
tenanced, but  encouraged,  by  both  the  legislative  and  executive 
authorities  of  the  said  State  or  colon3^  Many  overt  acts  in  c\i~ 
dence  of  this  truth,  are  so  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  members,  that 

it  would  be  needless  to  nam.e  them.  "  Considering 

that  a  ju.:t  riglit  exists  in  this  people  to  adopt  measures  for  their 
own  security,  not  only  to  enable  them  to  secure  their  right  against 
the  usurpations  of  Grent  Britain,  but  also,  against  those  of  New 
*Sh'.''o'i  Venaonl  St:itc  Papers  p.  CO, 
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PI'  V<n-k,  and  ttie  several  other  ^rovernments  claiminir  jurisdiction  in 


territory  ; — 

N  ^     •■This  Convention,  ^vliose  members  are  duly  ciiosen  by  the  fi'ce 
f  i  •■•.■.ice  of  their  constituents  in  the  several  towns,  on  the  New  Ilamp- 
of  J:  hire  Grants,  in  public  meeting  assembled,  in  our  own  names,  and 
b  I  :;■  hehiilf  of  our  constitaents,  do  hereby  proclaim  ^uid  publicly 
h  \  iiuclire.  that  the  district  of  territory.  comprehenaiD:r  an-l  usually 
it  »  known  by  the  name  and  description  of  t'ne  Xew  Hampshire  Grants, 
I"  f  of  right  ought  to  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  forever  lieroafier  to  be 
^  '  i/onsidered,  as  a  free  and  independent  j nrlsd iction.  or  slate  ;  by  the 
I  I  ivniiQ,  aud,  forever  hereaiV^r  to  be  called,  known,  and  distinguished 
I  f  '■■Y  the  name  of  Kew-Connecticut,  alias  YerDiont :  and  that  the 
I  -    ^:;Kubitants  that  at  present  are,  or  that  may  hereafter  become  resi- 
i  \    ^'iit;  either  by  procreation  or  immigration. within  said  territory.shall 
\  f    ?'C  entitled  to  the  same  privileges,  immunities,  ond  enfranchise- 
?  \    iiicnts,  as  are  allowed  :  and  on  such  condition,  and  in  the  same 
[    inanner,  as  the  present  inhabitants  in  future  shall,  or  may  enjoy  : 
inc/i  are,  and  forever  shall  be  considered  to  be  such  privileges  and 
:  \    immunities  to  the  free  citizens  and  denizens,  as  arc.  or  at  any  time 
j  I    liereafter,  may  be  allowed,  to  any  sach  inhabitants  of  auy  of  the 
;t    Tree  and  independent  States  of  America  :  and  that  such  priviliges 
f    and  immunities  shall  be  regulated  in    bill  of  rights,  and  by  a  form 
?      f  government,    to  be  established  at  the  next  adiounicd  session 
•-'f  tiiis  convention.'' 

It  would  not  bo  expected  that  the  pioneers  in  a  region  thus  sit- 
ii-'.tcd  would  be  timid  men,  or  that  rnany  tiuiid  men  would  be 
ii'und  among  tlieir  number.  The  timid  would  naturally  prefer 
i'^"ih}s  rendered  secure  by  the  presence  of  a  more  dense  population, 
Ti.ie  actual  settlers  V'ere  men  whom  no  obstacles  ce-uld  discourage  : 
n>  disappointment  could  dishearten:  no  perils  could  intimidate. — 
Ailun  and  Baker  and  A\'arner,  and  Fay  and  Fasset  and  Chitten- 
'•■•n  ^vc)'e  only  re^)rc?^or.tatives  of  the  community  to  which  they 
■■'clonged.  Tiiey  difrered  not  from  their  comi'atriots  in  the  spirit 
'd ley  cherished.  They  differed  only  in  being  assigned  to  posts  of 
j;-:  Iter  prominence  and  influence.  Tiiosc  who  desired  them  ta 
■  ■i'i  were  ever  readv  ti>  fdlow. 
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Iso  communiLj  was  ever  more  deeply  impressed  v/iib  the  indiv 
pensablenes-:  of  law  :  and  owning  no  poYfer  as  autborizcd  to  dictato 
laws  to  them,  they  were  a  law  unto  themselves.  Their  feelings  were 
apilj'  expressed  by  one  of  their  poets,  some  of  whose  stanzas  have 
already  been  quoted. 

"  We  owe  no  allegiance  ;  %vc-  bov;  to  no  throne: 

Our  ruler  is  law,  ami  the  law  is  our  own 

Our  lea  lcrs  themselves  are  our  own  fellow-men , 

Wlio  can  handle  the  sw^ord.  and  the  scythe,  and  the  pen. 

Ou,r3  are  the  moantau  s  which  awfully  rise 
Till  tiiej  rest  their  green  heads  on  tlic  blue  of  the  fckies. 
And  Oiirs  are  the  forest?,  nnwasted,  unshorn 
Save  where  the  wild  path  of  the  tempest  is  torn. 

"  Though  wintry  and  cold  be  ihh  climate  of  ours, 

And  brief  be  our  seasons  of  fruits  and  of  flowers; 

Far  dearer  the  blast  round  our  mountains  whicli  raves; 

Than  the  sweet  summer  zephyr  whicli  breathes  over  slaves. 

*'  Come  York,  or  come  Hampshire — come  traitors  and  knaves, 
If  ye  rule  o'er  our  land,  ye  sliall  rule  o'er  our  graves; 
Our  vow  is  recorded — our  banner  unfurled; 
In  the  nauie  jf  A'ermont,  we  defy  all  the  world-'' 

Of  these  men  Geh.  Burgoyno,  wdien  inditing  a  dispatch  to  the 
British  Governraent,  after  the  battle  of  Bennington  writes  — 

The  Hampshire  Grants  in  partieular,  a  country  unpeopleil. 
and  almost  unknown  in  the  French  ^var,  now  abounJs  in  the  most 
active  and  rebellious  race  on  the  Continent,  and  hanors  like  a  gath- 
cring  storm  on  my  left." 
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CHARTER,   WITH  THE   NAMES  OF  THE  OKIOINAL  PROPKIETOIIS,  OR 
GKANTEES — PLAN  OF  THE  TOWN — BOUNDARIES. 

The  original  Proprietors  of  the  township  of  Cornwallj  were 
mostly,  probably  wholly  residents  of  Litchfield  County,  Connecti- 
cut. Their  names  are  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  Charter,  which 
is  still  preserved  among  the  archives  of  the  town,  in  a  legible  but 
dilapidated  condition.  This  document  huF  been  kept  Y-rifn  commend- 
able solicitude,  though  by  oft  rcpcate<i  ex; .niinations,  ])j  f  olding  and 
refolding,  it  has  become  divided  into  numerous  portions,  like  the 
lands  to  which  it  secures  a  title.  On  the  Eecords  both  of  the  Pro- 
prietors and  of  the  to\m  was  entered  an  early  transcript  of  the 
names  of  the  Grantees,  lest  by  the  destruction  of  the  original,  they 
should  bo  irretrievably  lost.    The  names  read  as  follows  : 

NAMES  OF  GRANTEES: 

Mr.  Elias  Reed,  Samuel  Chipman, 

Thomiis  Cb^prian,  Thomas  Tuttle, 

Murry  Lester,  Jabez  Tuttle, 

Samuel  Lee,  John  Skinner, 

Josiah  Heath,  Samuel  Huibur<l, 

James  NiohoISj  Haunjih  A^uatiu, 

Josiah  Dcau,  Ruluff  White, 
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Ebcnezor  Fletcher, 

David  Axorilli 

Samuei  Keepj 

Amos  Cbipmrin, 

Roswell  Steel, 

Jalcz  vViiiiams, 

Alexander  Gaston, 

James  Smith, 

George  Nichols, 

ADdre^'.v  Brownson,  ) 

VrUliani  Nichols, 

T  ,                       i  one 

Joiitt  ScOYilL  ) 

John  Jucl'l, 

Samuel  Judd, 

Timothy  Brownson, 

Eleanor  Smith, 

Solomon  Lmsley, 

Eenj .  Yi'oodru 'f , 

Andrew  Es':i^aii'e, 

Jonah  Sandiord, 

Moses  Biickj 

Wiilh>-a  Reed, 

l>avi(l  CoY/les, 

Nathan  Beaton, 

Moses  Read  the  3d, 

Able!  Lhvdey, 

Zuriel  Jacobs, 

John  Everts, 

Vfm.  Trumbull, 

James  Landon,  Esq., 

Stephen  Eenton, 

Jame,;  Landon  Jun  , 

Barah  Nichols,  y 

Ezekiel  Landon, 

Benj.  Smalley, 

Thomas  Landon, 

John  Wiiloby, 

John  Hutchinson,  Esq  , 

Joel  Reed, 

William  liam, 

Joseph  "\Tilliam3, 

David  Reed, 

James  NicholS;  Jun . 

David  Stevens, 

Enoch  SlawsoHj 

Eichanl  Wiberd,  Esq., 

Phineh as  Koldcom , 

Joseph  Newraareh,  Esq, 

Josiah  Y'Tilloby 

Sam.uel  Bei.!)ce, 

right. 


Isaac  Benton. 


Though  tlic  Cbarcer  granted  to  these  persons,  v.'as  tb.e  same  iu 
formj  bonndarles  excepted,  as  those  issued  to  the  uther  towr.3  in 
the  vicinitv.  it  may  be  interesting  to  those  not  conversant  vrith  suoh 
documents. to  have  the  opportunity  of  perusing  it.  I  therefore  copy 
it  in  fulL 

CIIAllTEIl. 

PROVINCE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
^   Geoege  the  Thiiid, 

By  the  Grace  of  God^  of  Grcni  Briiai  ti,  F ran  r  e 
and  IrdapjL  Ki}/Q'.  Dc/h/ider  (f  ike  Faith,  ij'c*. 
To  ALL  PERSONS  TO  TVnOM  THESE  PRESENTS  SHALL  CO:,IE, 

Grcct'uig- : 

Know  ye^  That  t^'g  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge  and 
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-:erc  motion,  for  the  due  encourngcmeiit  of  scttl:i]]g  a  new  Planta- 
;icii  witliin  our  said  ProYincOj  by  and  with  the  ad  vice  of  our  trusty 
:.  ]  iToll  bcdoved  Bonning  Wcntworth,  Esq.j  our  Governor,  and 
Cf-raniandcr-in-Chief  of  our  said  Proyiiice  of  Isew  Hampshire,  in 
New  Eiigland,  and  of  our  Council  of  the  said  j^rovince ;  HavOj 
upon  the  conditious  and  reservations  heroin  after  made,  given  and 
.:To:.; •::•.],  a.nd  hj  tboeo  presents,  for  us.  our  heirs  and  succcssois,  do 
^ivc  and  grant  in  equal  shares  unto  our  loving  suojects,  inhabitants 
or  our  said  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  and  our  other  Govcrn- 
laent^,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  fbrcvcr,  vrhose  names  are 
cni-jred  on  this  Grant,  to  be  divisied  to  and  amongst  them,  into 
lovonty  equal  shares, 'all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  hiiid  situate,  lying 
and  being  within  our  said  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  containing 
hy  admeasurement,  about  25000  u.cres,  ^vhiidi  tract  is  to  contain 
something  more  than  six  miles  square,  and  no  more :  out  of  whicli 
an  allowancD  is  to  be  made  for  Highways,  and  unimprovable  lands 
by  rocks,  ponds,  mountains  and  livers,  one  tliousand  and  forty 
acres  free,  according  to  a  plan  and  survey  thereof  made  by  our  said 
Governor's  ord^^r,  and  retm-nGd  into  the  secretary's  ofucc,  and  lier(>>- 
unto  annexed  :  bulled  and  bounded  as  follows,  ^iz  : 

Beginning  at  a  tree  stai^^ing  on  the  bank  of  the  westeid.y  side  of 
(Hter  Creek,  so  called,  whijii  is  the  south-easterly. corner  of  Wey- 
U'idge,  and  fi'i:;m  thence  running  west  t>y  Woybridgtq  about  f^ur 
miles  and  one-half  mile,  or  until  it  moots  v^nth  a  townsliip  lately 
granted  by  the  name  of  Addison  :  thence  beginning  at  the  hrst 
b.-uiids  and  running  up  the  Creek  aforesaid  southerly  till  it  comes 
opposite  to  tlie  so-atli-wcst  corner  of  Salisbury,  thence  turning  off 
and  running  west  about  four  m.iles,  or  till  ii  intersects  the  easterly 
side-line  of  Bridport,  a  town  also  lately  granted,  and  is  to  contain 
the  land  betv/een  ihe  said  towns  of  Addison  au'l  Bridport  and  Otter 
Creek  aforesaid,  and  that  the  same  be  and  hereby  is  incorporated 
into  a  township  'y  the  name  of  Coknwall  ;  and  the  inhabitants 
liuit  do,  or  may  hereafter  ii.h-,bit  the  said  township,  are  hereS^y 
declared  to  be  erdVanchisod  wjdi  and  entitled  to  all  and  every  cho 
privileges  and  immunities  t!iat  otber  towns  Vritidn  our  Province  by 
i;av  exerci':.  .,:A  enjoy  :  and  fm  iber.  that  the  sai<l  town,  as  soon  as 
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there  shall  be  ftfly  families  resident  and  settled  therein,  shall  have 
the  liberty  of  holding  t^{o  fairs,  one  of  vfhich  shall  he-  held  on  tbe 

~  and  the  other  on  the  —  annuallv,  \>'hich  flxirs  are 

to  continDe  loBger  than  the  respectiYe  —  follo^fing  tlic  said 
~  and  that  a?  soon  as  the  said  town  shall  coiiGist  of  fifty  iam- 
ilies,  a  market  n'laj  he  opened  and  kept  one  or  more  days  each 
week,  as  raay  be  thought  most  advantageons  to  the  inhabitants.— 
Also,  that  the  first  meeting  for  the  choice  of  town  oiiicers,  agreeable 
to  the  laws  of  said  Province,  shall  be  held  on  th.e  first  Wednesday 
of  January  next,  \vhich  said  meeting  shall  be  notified  by  Elias  Reed  ; 
■vvho  is  iiereby  also  appointed  the  Moderator  of  said  .first  meetiDg, 
Tfhich  he  is  to  notify  and  govern  agreeable  to  the  laws  and  customs 
of  our  said  Province  ;  and  that  the  annual  raeeiings  forever  hereaf- 
ter, for  the  choice  of  such  oSlccrs  for  the  said  town,  shall  be  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  March,  annually. 

To  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  the  Said  tract  of  land  as  above  express- 
ed, together  with  all  privileges  and  appurtenances,  to  them  and 
their  respective  lieirs  and  assigns  forever,  upon  the  following  con- 
ditions, viz  : 

I.  That  every  Grantee,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  plant  and 
cultivate  five  acres  of  land  within  the^he  term  of  five  years,  for 
every  fifty  acres  contained  in  his  or  their  share,  or  proportion  of 
land  in  said  township,  and  continue  to  improve  and  settle  the  saiae 
by  additional  cultivations,  on  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  his  Grant 
or  share  in  the  said  township,  and  of  its  reverting  to  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  to  be  by  us  or  them  regranted  to  such  of  our  sub- 
jects as  shall  effectually  settle  and  cultivate  the  same, 

II.  That  all  whiie  and  other  pine  trees  within  the  said  township, 
fit  for  masting  our  royal  navy,  be  carefully  preserved  for  that  use, 
and  none  to  be  cut  without  our  special  license  for 'so  doing  first  had 
and  ohtained,  up^.Ti  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  tliC  right  of  such 
Grantee,  bis  heirs  and  assigns,  to  us.  our  heirs  and  successors,  as 
well  as  being  subject  to  the  penalty  of  any  act.  or  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment that  no^-  arc,  or  hereafter  shall  be  enacted. 

III.  That  l/cf-n-e  any  division  of  tbe  land  shall  be  made  to  any 
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sniong  tlie  Grantees,  a  tract  of  land  ns  near  the  centre  of  the  said 
fownship  as  the  land  will  admit  of.  shall  bo  reserved  and  marked 
out  for  town  lots^  one  of  which  shall  be  idlotted  to  each  Grantee,  of 
the  contents  of  one  acre. 

lY.  Yielding  and  paying  therefor  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors 
for  the  space  of  ten  years,  to  b€  computed  from  the  date  hereof,  the 
ro.it  of  one  ear  of  Indian  corn  only,  on  the  twenty- fifth  day  of 
])ecemher,  annually,  if  lawfaliy  demanded,  the  &st  payment  to  be 
made  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  1761. 

Y.  Every  proprietor,  settler  or  inhabitant,  shall  yield  and  pay 
unto  U3.  our  heirs  and  successors  yearly,  and  every  year  forever, 
from  and  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  above  said 
twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  namely,  on  the  twenty  fifth  of  De- 
cember, which  will  be  in  the  jeuv  of  our  Lord,  1771,  one  shilling 
Proclamation  money  for  every  hundred  acres  he  so  owns,  settles  or 
possesses,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lesser  tract  of  the 
said  land ;  which  money  shall  be  paid  by  the  respective  persons 
abovesaid;  their  heirs  or  assigns,  in  our  Council  Chamber  in 
Portsmouth,  or  to  such  officer  or  officers  as  shall  be  appointed  to 
receive  the  samie  :  and  tiiis  to  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  rents  and 
services  whatsoever. 

Tri  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  our  saM  Province  to  i-e  hereunto 
affixed  "Witness  Beiining  Wcutworth,  Esq.,  oar  Goveruo?  and  Cummander- 
iu-Chief  of  our  said  Proviuce,  the  third  day  o?  November,  in  tlie  vearof  our 
Lord  Christ,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sisty-one,  and  in  the  second 
year  of  our  reign. 

B.  WENTWORTH. 

i^y  His  Excellency's  Command, 
with  advice  of  Council, 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secretary. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire,  November  Sd,  JTol.  Recorded  in  the  Book  of  Char- 
ters, page  309—310.  Ft.  Tueodork  Atkln'son,  Secretary. 

Upon  this  document  is  the  following  endorsement,  ivith  the  an- 
itcxL'd  plan  of  the  town. 

''His  Excellency  Bexning  Wentwortii,  Esq.,  a  tract  of  land 
to  contain  five  hundred  acres,  as  marked  B.  ^V.  in  the  plan,  which 
is  to  be  reckoned  tv\-o  of  the  within  shares.  One  share  for  the  In- 
corporated Society  for  th.e  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
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parts.  Ciic  sha,re  for  a  Glebo  for  tL.e  cliurcli  of  Eiiglandj  as  Ij 
iaw  establislied.  One  share  for  the  iust  settled  miisister  of"  iLi 
Gospel,  aiid  one  share  for  the  benefit  of  a  school  in  said  to^m. 

"Province  of  Ivew  Hampslilre,  Noven^b-or  Sd,  IVGl. 
Recorded  in  tlie  Book  of  Cbarterb,  page  oil, 

^-  Pr.  TiiEODOiiE  Atkinson,  Seci.eiary. 
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f    The  reader  >vliO  notes  tlic  boundaries  of  Corn-\yall  as  specified  in 
I  iho  cliartcr-;  mil  observe  that  AJJison  is  reprcscntnd  as,  in  part, 
J  our  western  boundary,  vvhereas  our  north-^yesteni  limit  does  not 
I  rec-ch  Addison  by  some  distance.    Again  the  Eouth-oast  corner 
I  of  Cornwall  is  said  to  bo  the  south-west  corner  of  Salisbury, 
I  ^ihicli  gives  us  as  an  eastern  boundary,  the  entire  vvesl  lino  of 
[  ^I'Ubary.  and  that  of  Middlebury  as  mr  as  the  south  line  of 
Weybridge.    Our  south-west  corner  is  said  to  be  in  the  easr  lino  of 
Eridport,  making  our  western  boundary  Eriuport  an<l  Addison, 
while  it  is  in  fact  Shorehaui  and  Eridport. 

Whether  these  errors  were  tiie  result  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
the  Secretary,  who  was  rapidly  filling  out  charters  for  all  \vho 
called  for  them,  from  day  to  day,  and  in  some  instances  several  on 
tlii^  same  day, or  whether  it  was  the  result  of  ignorance  of  the 
geographical  location  of  the  several  towns,  it  is  not  important  for 
us  to  attempt  to  decide.  The  correct  boundaries  of  Corn v,' all  wdicn 
chartered,  must  have  been  Weybridgo  on  the  north  ;  parts  of  ^lid- 
dlebury  and  Salisbury  on  the  east :  Vrhiting  on  the  south,  and 
Shoreham  and  Eridport  on  the  Vv'est. 

There  is  even  greater  carelessness  or  ignorance  manifest  in  a 
resurvey  of  the  boundaries  of  Cornwall  In  IVS-i-SC,  as  cu-tihcd  by 
James  Whitelavv,  the  Surveyor-General  of  the  State.  The  work 
was  done  by  his  deputies,  but  the  return  was  signed  by  iibii.^elf. — 
Whatever  may  be  plead  in  palliation  of  the  errors  in  the  Charter 
already  mentioned,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  an  apology  f  >r  Idunders 
so  palpable  as  are  contained  in  this  return  of  the  Surveyor-General, 
especially  as  adjacent  towns  were  being  surveyed  about  the  same 
time.    I  copy  the  document, 

SURVEY  OF  THE  TOWN  LINES  OF  CORNWALL. 
^' The  south  line  begins  at -a  maple  tree  on  the  west  bank  of 
Otter  Creek,  bearing  south  SO  degrees  west  from  the  south-west 
ccvner  of  Salisbury  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Creek  ;  said  tree  is 

"Tlio  Charter  of  Cornv.-all  was  datcl  tlie  s  uiio  J  iy  as  that  of  S  ili.ibury.  Elias 
F:v<  ■{  trio  ix^erd  for  procurin;!  it,  i\ct>'i.i  in--:'  t;!;!.-.!;!  n  vatU  Ji.hii  rlvoi't.s  t\-!u>  an-.os 
■'■-.'•■■iit  iViV  :::^;ilisi>ury ,  -Mi'ii:ilc]iury,  an  I  Nv  1 ' ,'.-'.i-.u  The  c.u->-  v/ure  uuiiK'rvjii.s  in 
whi.-h  lurco  or  biur  nr  n^orc  ^vcrc  ;rv;iiii:<:> l  In  '.i.o  il;iy.  in  oav  c.iju  ovou  tcii  char- 
?  :  T.  t  '   r  f.  uo  ?  i  a:  c  '  h  V  tc . 
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the  south-easterly  corner  of  Corinvall,  and  is  rQarked  Corn-i^-ali  ■ 
comer  IGth  April,  1780  :  thence  runs  S.  89^'  W.  at  1  mik  : 
a  cedar  tree  marked  in  a  cedar  swamp ;  tbence  at  23  chains  ^ 
stream  of  water,  40  links  wide,  course  north-east.  At  2  miles  c 
black  ash  tree  marked  in  a  cedar  swamp  :  thence  at  7o  chain ' 
crosses  a  road  that  runs  north  and  south.  At  3  miles  a  hard 
maple  tree  marked  ;  thence  at  41  chains  to  the  east  line  of  Orwell. 
23  chains  and  43  links  south  of  the  north-east  comer  of  said  Or- 
well. At  the  intersection  is  a  white  ash  stake  bearing  3  links 
south  of  a  small  maple  tree  marked  Cornwall  corner,  17th  April. 
1786.    Said  stake  is  the  south-west  corner  of  Cornwall. 

"  The  west  line  begins  at  the  aforesaid  stake,  and  runs  north  l'^^ 
west  23  chains  and  43  links  to  the  south-east  corner  of  Slioreham. 
being  a  stake  and  stones  bearing  south  75^  east,  16  links  from,  a 
tail  yellow  pine  tree  marked  Shoreham  [29th  August,  1784  ; 
thence  north  9"-'  38'  west  1  mile  to  a  hard  maple  tree  marked  5  M. 
at  2  miles  a  maple  staddle  marked  4  M.  at  3  miles  a  white  ash 
stake  marked  3  M.,  thenco  at  56  chains  crossed  a  small  stream, 
corner  south-west  at  4  M.  a  small  ironwood  tree  marked  2-M.  at  5 
miles  a  beech  tree  marked  1  JI.  then  at  6  mlies  a  beech  stake  and 
stones  bearing  north  6  links  from  a  beech  tree  marked  Shoreham 

and.  Bridport,  Augt.  28th,  1784.  Thence  north  8^  21'  ea-t 

in  the  east  line  of  Bridport,  at  1  mile  a  basswood  tree  marked,  at 
2  miles  an  ironwood  stake  by  a  hard  maple  tree  marked  ;  thence 
at  75  chains  Lemon  Fair  river  course  IS.  40'^  E.  at  three  miles  a 
wdiite  ash  tree  marked  on  the  west  side  of  said  Fair,  at  four  miles  a 
large  beecb  tree  marked;  thence  at  31  chains  and  50  links  to  a 
beech  tree  marked  Weybridge  corner,  April  17th,  1786. 

The  north  line  begins  at  the  aforesaid  stake  and  runs  N. 
89^  E.  at  1  mile  Lemon  Fair  river;  at  2  miles  a  beech  staddle 
marked,  at  3  miles  a  maple  tree  marked ;  at  69  chains  and  44  links 
a  bass  tree  mrirked  IV^eybridge  corner,  Cornwall  corner,  April  19th, 

1786,  standing  on  the  bank  of  Otter  Creek.         East  line  Otter 

Creek. 

**  Stat.-:  of  Vermont,  Surfetor  Genehal's  Off  ice,  Sept,  2a,  1784. 
The  preceding  is  a  true  copy  of  the  lines  of  Cornwall,  as  rtitiirnod  by  James 


I  niSrOSY  OF  COUKWALL.  29 

and  WilUam  Enri  ueputies  to  iite  Sarvcjor  General.   The  North 
WAS  surveyed  in  1784,  aii'i  the  rihcr  line  in  JTSU."- 

Attest,  JAMES  WHITELAW,  Surveyor-General.'^ 

With  sucli  discrepancy  b-stwecn  truth,  and  the  boundaries  named 
hi  the  Charter,  and  bctiYeen  the  boundaries  v.i  Uu'  Cliurcev  and  those 
of  the  rcoUi'vey,  it  is  not  surprising  ifcai  controversy  arose  cspe- 
•'i-diy  bclTscvu  Cornwall  and  Yv  hi  ting.  It  could  Lave  required  but 
V..ih  prophetic  ability  to  predict  v.dth  certainty  that  trouble  would 
'■rise  fi'om  this  source.  A  controversy^  betvcen  the  Proprietors  of 
Ctvii'vall  Gtid  \\'hitiiig. almost  coeval  in  iis  origin  with  the  settlement 
Ox*  the  towns,  in  1789,  ripened  into  a  iavf  sait,  vdiich  tbe  year  fbl- 
I^nviiig  \^'as  decided  against  Cornwall,  wich  a  considerable  a^vard  of 
.lamages-  The  decision  was  unsatisfaetory  to  Cornwall,  and  the 
Proprietors  applied  to  the  Legislature  in  1700  to  autiior:::e  a 
rehearing.  Of  the  result  of  this  application  v'o  are  not  informed, 
as  there  is  no  reference  to  it  among  the  acls  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  session,  and  the  Proprietors'  records  aj  c  silent  on  this  subject. 
V/e  infer  thxat  the  rehearing  was  granted^  as  in  April,  1701,  the 
Proprietors  voted  that  they  vvore  willing  to  submit  the  matter  in 
di.^pate  to  arbitration,  and  chose  a  cominktee  to  name  the  time  and 
place,  and  referees,  in  concurrence  with  the  Proprietors  ot  Vvdii- 
ting.  In  September,  1791.  the  Proprietors  again  vott^d,  -'to  prefer 
a  petition  to  the  General  Assembly  in  Oc tuber  next,  for  the  ])urpo30 
of  obtaining  a  rehearing  hi  the  former  net  ion  of  ejectmeirt  in  fe  v{)r 
of  r.lie  Proprietors  of  Cornwall  against  too  J.'t'opriotors  of  Whiting." 
Tit  the  result,  the  records  of  Cornvrall  leave  us  in  ignorance. 

Orin  Fiekb  Esq.,  wlio  wiis  born  near  clic  border  of  Yv'hiting,  and 
whose  early  life  was  spent  among  those  nior^t  active  in  this  contro- 
versy, infoims  me  that  he  distinctly  recollects  their  converiations 
on  the  subject,  and  that  the  ficts  are  theeo  : — 

Hz  is  perhnps  worthy  of  notice,  that  on  a  map  of  Vermont,  published  Jau.  1, 
n^'»,  ly  Vivnam  Blod-et,  ana  "dedicated  to  III-,  Excellency, Thomas  Chittenden,- 
Gov..-1-nor  of  \'oi'niC'iir  ;  t];e  Jloii'.'J-.i'Je  Counoii,  .' .  ■)  ; ; of  Kor.rij-cTitiitives," 
the  bout'daries  of  Cornwall  are  given  very  -i^  tb.  y  rx<m  exi.vt  ;  of  course, 

diirerin^jboth  fi-oni  those  of  the  Charter,  and  c'"  uic  survey.    That  the^ic  blunders 

-'il.j  ?.)ou  have  boeu  corri:ctod,  is  espli^iit'le  only  on  the  sappo.-.ltlon  that 
:----y  too  palpable  to  'vil  any  considerate  man  astray. 

3 


20  HISTORY  OF  cor:^wall,  I 

The  Pronrieturs  of  Wliiting   claimed  about  two  IuiIqs  of  th.  , 
sooth  part  of  Cora-^rdl,  i.  c.  a3  iar  v.n  tno  nurtli  ]ij^e  of  Daiti.J  ■ 
Scovers  iarm,  ex  tended  eastward  and  v^estward  to  ih:-  Ih^lU  of  the 
town ;  wliile  Corn  wall  claimed  about  the  same  brea-Jtl:  of  territory 
in  tbe  nor tli  part  cf  "W biting,  and  both  interpreted  tbe-r  Cba-ters 
substantiating  tbeir  demands.    Alter  the  iitigution  abo^-e  descj-ibcd, 
the  controversy  vfas  settled  by  a  compromise^  which  ee^i^ned  about 
two-thirds  of  the  teiritory  to  CornwalL  and  the  balance  to  Whiee::. 

A  question  also  arose  about  the  same  time  respecting  that  porcion 
of  Oo^aiwaU  which  lies  North  of  the  line  of  the  road  r aiming  from 
Mi  ldlebnej  to  Lridpoi  t.  The  chaim  of  Weybridgo  to  this  terri- 
tory was  warmdj  urged  by  a  portio]i  of  the  inhabitants  occupying 
the  soil,  but  the  peaceable  jurisdiction  of  Cornwall  was  finally 
acknowledged  on  the.  ground  of  priority  in  the  date  of  its  Charter. 

''Weybridge  Old  Corner."  which  is  several  times  alluded  to  in 
deeds,  and  in  the  records,  appears  from  the  most  reliable  ijif:-rmation 
i  have  been  able  to  obtain,  to  have  been  the'  point  on  Oner  Creek, 
where  the  line  of  the  road  above  mentioned,  extendlug  eastvfard, 
rejects  that  stream.  This  line  is  very  nearly  the  bouD'lery  between 
the  lot  of  tim  late  Judge  Phelps,  an'l  that  of  Cob  FdOTS,  deceased, 
now  occupied  by  George  Chapman,  Esq.  That  this  Vfos  'Weybridgo 
Old  Corner,'  is  understood  by  Judge  Swift,  and  James  McDonald, 
Ese[.,  Town  Clerk  of  Middlebury,  I-oth  very  mmiiiar  with  the 
records  of  that  tovrn,  and  was  so  u.e.<h:rstood  and  stated  by  Judge 
Phelps  to  Jlr.  McDonald. 

In  reference  to  this  point  Judge  Swift  remarks  in  his  history  : — 
"There  arc  on  record,  several  deeds,  referring  to  "T'/ey bridge  Old 
Corner."  It  is  obvious  that  a  dilterent  line  was  originally  recog- 
nized, [claimed  by  ^VejbridgeJ  as  dividing  the  towns  of  Cornwall 
and  Tr'eybridgO;  and  fir  enough  south  to  incluLlc  the  Falls  in  the 
latter  town  ;  and  by  persevering  exaraination,  we  fmd  ti'at  it  forms 
the  division  line  between  Foot's  mill  lot,  and  the  lamie  iarm  of  the 
lato  Col.  Storrs.  There  is  no  record  of  the  time  aral  manner  of 
altering  this  line,  nor  have  I  found  any  living  iuau  v>mo  liad  auy 
knowledge  of  su^di  a  line.  But  it  is  piubable  te.j,  ibe  tlian^'e  was 
made  by  the  Surveyor-General  in  ITe  i-  v,nm; .       t;v.  i\  hues  of 
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MiaJlobury  ^^cre  rcsiirvcjcd  and  correcied,  Amoi^g  tho" records  of 
Cornvrall  to'vu  ni^cthig  in  Koveraber,  1787.  is  the  following :  'A 
pGUtion  ii-oiii  TYoybridge  for  scttiiig  off  fi-om  Cornwall  to  the  for- 
mer old  lii'O  wus  read  and  rejected.'  "'  WhfitcYcr  may  have  been 
the  time  anl  manner  of  altering  tbis  line,  the  peo,ccable  jur-isdictioa 
of  Ccinnfcll  was  iinaily  aebnowledged  on  the  ground  aboyc  men- 
tioned— pu'^ritj  m  tbo  date  of  its  Charter- 
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OEGAKIZATION  OE   THE  PROPEIETOSS 


DIVISION  OP  THE  LANDS 
BY  '^PITCHES"  —  "-QUIETING  ACT'^ — PEOPRIETOKS'  RECOE.DS-— 
INDEI'INITENESS  OP  DEEDS  AND  CONVEYANCES— LAND  SURVEYS, 


The  Grantees  and  their  suceessore,  the  Proprietors  of  Corn-^Tall, 
organized  under  their  Charter,  and  adopted  the  name  of  a  town  in 
Litchfield  County,  to  -^vhich  some  of  their  number  yfere  attached. 
They  held  their  early  meetings  in  Salisbury,  Conn,,  where  many 
of  them  resided.  It  ib  probable  that  like  the  propvietorii  of  oiiier 
towns  in  this  vicinity,  they  complied  with  the  condition  of  the 
Charter  which  required  the  laying  oli  town  lots,  but  the  record  of 
their  proceedings  in  rcgar'l  to  this  matter  was  burned  ia  Connecti- 
cut in  1TT8.  If,  therefore^  town  lots  were  surveyed  and  allotted, 
it  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  tell  when  and  where,  as  there  are 
only  indefinite  allusions  to  such  an  arrangement  in  any  existing 
records,  and  probably  no  living  person  has  any  knowledge  of  it.— 
If  such  a  town  plot  ^vas  ever  surveyed^  it  was  no  doubt  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  schocl-house  in  the  second  district,  as  that  is  "near  the 
centre  of  the  town,  the  most  eligible  place  for  a  village:'^ — there,  in 
the  survey  of  a  lot  for  the  first  settled  minister,  was  a  reservation 
of  two  o.nd  a  half  acres  for  a  '"meeting-house  green."  which  reser- 
vadon  has  uever  been  surrendered  or  alienated  by  the  town :  and 
there  was  erected  the  first  meeting-house. 

Tiiat  there  was  some  general  s^rrr^j  of  Cornwall  previotis  to  tho 
arrival  of  many  settlers,  is  probable,  from  occasional  allusions  in 
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records  and  deeds  still  accessible ;  and  tbat  there  was,  as  in  Middle- 
biiry  and  other  towns,  a  first  and  second  hundred  acre  division,  is, 
from  various  documents  equally  probable.  But  it  is  certain  that 
in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  Proprietors'  records  above 
allude  1  to,  most  traces  of  surveys  and  divisions  wore  so  far  oblit- 
erated, that  the  settlers  while  they  severally  claimed  under  some 
'•ori;:7lr'al  ri^frht,"  consulted  their  own  preferences  as  to  the  location 
of  their  claims.  lienco  ii  happened  that  hundred  acre,  or  smaller) 
or  hvi^r  lots,  claimed  under  the  same  ''original  right,"  vfere  loca- 
ted in  different  part-i  of  the  town.  Claims  thus  located  were  called 
'•pitches,"  the  eviaGnce  of  which  was  a  certified  survey  which 
embraced  some  designation  of  boundaries,  and  was  recorded. on  the 
Proprietor's  book.  This  method  of  making  pitches  without  regard 
to  any  systmi  of  division,  unavoidably  occasioned  confusion^  which 
Yfas  increased  by  the  action  of  the  Proprietors  appropriating  lands 
to  individuals  as  a  remuneration  for  service  done  on  the  highways, 
the  constraction  of  which  was  f3r  years  an  extremely  heavy  burden 
on  the  inhabitants.  For  example  ;  at  a  meeting  of  the  Proprie- 
tors soon  after  the  burning  of  the  records,  permission  was  granted 
to  any  oiie  of  tiieir  number,  to  make  a  pitch  of  lifty  acres  for  doing 
two  days'  work  on  a  highway,  and  for  the  payment  of  three  dollars 
t:>  the  treasurer  of  the  body,  he  should  have  the  privilege  of  making 
~uch  a  pitch  in  '-two  places."  At  the  same  meeting  ihc  names  of 
a  considerable  list  of  persons  arc  mentioned,  to  •vv^hom,  severally, 
tbo  privilege  of  making  one,  two  or  even  three  pitches,  was  con- 
firmed, for  the  prescribed  service  on  the  highway,  and  to  a  still 
linger  list,  pitches  already  made  were  confirmed  for  the  amount  of 
Service  named,  or  for  its  equivalent  paid  in  money.  The  only 
c  ,']idition  im.po3ed  was  tha$  the  pitches  should  be  "in  s<pare  form, 
and  not  lap  on  other  surveys." 

As  a  result  of  this  mode  of  division,  some  of  the  later  claimants 
f  jiifid  no  land  unnccupied,  on  which  to  place  a  survey :  while  many 
-'.'f  che  settlers  shrewdly  observing  tiie  boundaries  of  the  pitches 
occupied  by  their  neighbors,  after  the  lapse  of  years  found  vacant 
'  't  i  tliat  had  escaped  the  notice  of  surveyors  and  claimants,  which 
*b-  V  .-.(.'Cured  tor  themielves  simply  by  having  tlicm  surveyed,  and 
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tlic  suivcj  cnterevl  on  record.  Many  valuable  lots  of  land  were- 
secured  in  uns  way, -^vhioli  cost  their  owners  nothing  but  the  troiiblc 
of  survcyiiicr,  or  the  surveyor's  and  register's  fees. 

The  mojority  of  the  Proprietors  iu  Cornwall,  held  that  a  regular 
meeting  of  their  body  was  appointed  by  odjournment.  the  10th  ox 
February  following  the  destruction  of  their  records,  ■vvhich  meetiDg 
was  originally  warned  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  division  of 
lands.  They  claimed,  therefore,  that  iri  holding  that  adjourned 
meeting,  and  all  other  properly  notiiied  nieetingg,  they  acted  legallVj 
while  those  settlers  who  had  failed  to  realize  tlieir  expectations, 
thought  of  no  surer  Vvay  to  push  their  own  claims  into  notice;  than 
to  attempt  to  invalidaie  those  of  others,  by  questioning  their  legality. 

To  terminate  disputes  which  might  otherwise  have  been  endless, 
consuming  in  useless  litigation,  time,  money  and  kind  feeling,  the 
Legislature  of  Vermont,  at  its  session  in  1798,  passed  an  act  era- 
powering  the  Proprietors  to  authenticate  and  conilrm  the  division 
they  had  authorized.  The  act,  which  is  the  same  in  its  tenor,  as 
vrere  several  acts  passed  the  same  year  in  reference  to  Middleburj 
and  other  towns  in  the  vicinity,  reads  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  the  Proprietors'  records  of  Corn\/all  were  wholly  destroyed 
by  fire,  in  consequence  of  which^  it  liccomes  extremely  difficult  to 
prove  the  legality  of  their  ilrst  Propri!.; tors'  rneetinj.  which  siood 
adjourned  nt  the  time  said  records  were  burned,  on  which  the  vyhole 
of  said  division  depends  : 

"Therefore,  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  General  ^Issembly  of 
the  State  of  Vermont,  that  the  Proprietors  of  the  tovrnship  of  Corn- 
wall aforesaid,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  at  a  propric- 
toi^'  meeting,  notified  agreeably  to  the  existing  laws  of  tliis  Slate, 
mentionins;  the  business  to  be  done  at  said  meeting?,  to  pass  anv 
vote  or  votes,  ratifying  and  confirming  tlie  votes  of  said  prop-rietors, 
passed  at  their  adjourned  meeting  aforesaid,  and  to  pass  any  other 
vote  or  votes  ratifying  and  confirming  tlieir  division  as  aforesaid, 
vrhich  votes  shall  be  val.i'l  in  law,  to  cstabli-h  their  f^jrmer  records 
and  diviijion,  any  law  to  tijo  contrary  notv/ithstanding." 

This  was  entitled  a  Quieting  Act,"  and  it  probably  had  the 
efiect,  temporarily,  to  ciieck  the  eilbrts  of  di?nppointed  claimants, 
but  did  not  so  effectu-dly  allny  all  disturbance,  as  to  render  unneces- 
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:  i'-y  farther  action  on  the  part  of  the  I^ropriotors.  as  we  learn  from 
\i  ^  record  of  their  final  meeting  eiv^d  on  a  Subsequent  page, 

1  cannot  persuade  myself  to  ^Tilbliold  from  the  reader,  copious 
Q\ii.<'^  ;  from  the  early  records  of  the  Proprietors.'  Wc  here  find 
iiv  les  of  most  if  not  all  the  losiJents  in  to^rn  previous  to  1779, 
t  :  *h.r  ^yitb  a  few  who  arrived  at  a  later  date.  These  records 
7  -^1  the  doings  of  a  body  of  energetic  and  daring  pioneers,  actu- 
'  ^'^y  eT.gaged  in  preparing  homes  for  themselves  and  their  families, 
rt  the  hitherto  unbroken  wilderness,  and  in  laying  the  foundations 
<-!      orderly  and  thriving  community. 

The  reader  \vill  bear  in  mind  tliat  we  have  here  the  record  of  the 
first  meeting  held  in  Cornsvalh  which  was.  also,  by  adjuurnment,  a 
continuation  of  the  last  meeting  held  in  Connecticut  previous  to  the 
burning  of  the  records. 

February  the  10th  day,  xV.  D.,  1778,    Tiic/i  was  this  meeting 
opened  according  to  adjournn:ent,  at  time  and  place. 

Test  per  me,  ELDAD  ANDKUS,  Clerk. 

1.  Voted  and  cbose  James  Eentley  moderator  for  said  miccting. 

2,  Voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  March 
next,  at  the  house  of  James  Eentley.  Jr..  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the 
forenoon.  Test  pei-  me,  ELDAD  ANDRUS,  Clerk. 

Morcli  the  3d  day,  A  D..  1778.  Then  this  meeting  vras  opened 
according  to  the  adjournm.eni.  at  thne  and  place. 

1.  Voted  and  chose  James  Eentley  ]r;aib:rator  for  said  meeting.  ■ 

2.  Voted  to  adjourn,  tiiis  meeting  to  the  hist  Tuesday  of  jMarcb. 
at  the  house  of  James  Eentley.  at  ten  of  tbe  clock  in  tl;e  forenoon. 

Test  per  me,  ELDAD  ANDRUS,  Clerk. 

IVLirch  81st,  1773.  This  meeting  v/as  opened  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

1.  V'oted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  tlic  house  of  i\Ir.  Aarun 
Scott,  of  Cornv/all;  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  April  next,  at  ten  of 
tbe  clock  in  tbe  forenoon. 

Test  per  me,  ELDAD  ANDRES,  Clerk. 

April  the  Eitb,  A.  D  ,  1778.  Then  ibis  meeting  was  opened 
according  to  adjournment  at  time  an-l  place. 

Test  per  me,  ELDAD  AXDRUS,  Clerk. 

1.  Voted  and  chose  Xatlian  Foot  Clerk  for  sai^i  meeting. 

Voted  that  t\i:i2    b  ;.  Mssii^ned  tbeir  names  in  a  fjrmcr  vote. 
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dated  May  the  third,  A.  D.,  1774,  t])at  have  done  their  duty  accor- 
ding to  said  vote,  shall  be  entitled  to  their  pitches :  rr.imelv,  Luthev 
Stoddar  on  tlie  original  right  of  3~abez  Williams :  Thomos  BentleV; 
Sarah  Nichols,  Asa.  Blodget,  two  pitches;  James  Eeutley,  Wm, 
Douglass,  Theophiluo  Allen,  and  those  v/hose  names  ore  here  unen- 
tioned,  have  done  their  duty,  and  shall  liold  their  pitchc,:i,  if  laid  in 
square  form,  as  many  rods  one  wny  as  the  other  each  pitch  to 
contain  one  hundred  acres,  with  proper  allowance  for  highways, 
except  ilr.  Asa  Bloc' get's  bow,  so  called,  where  he  now  .lives, 

3.  Voted  that  isnthan  Foot,  Samuel  Benton,  William  Doaglas3. 
Eldad  Andrus,  Aaron  Scott,  shall  hold  their  pitches  that  were 
voted  at  a  Proprietor's  meeting,  liolden  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
December,  1774,  ioi  encouragement  of  settlement :— each  man's 
pitch  to  be  laid  in  square  form,  as  many  rods  one  way  as  the  other, 
with  proper  allowance  for  highways — one  hundred  acres  to  each 
pitch — the  above  named  men  have  made  their  settlement,  and  shall 
hold  their  pitches. 

4.  Voted  that  Ebenezer  Siebbings,  ISTalhan  Foot,  Samuel  Ben- 
ton for  the  encouragement  of  settlement,  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
pitching  one  hundred  acres  a  piece  with  proper  allowance  for  high- 
ways. The  men  above  mentioned  have  pitched  and  done  their  duty, 
and  shall  hold  their  pitches. 

5.  V oted  and  adjourned  this  meeting  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Eldad 
Andrus  in  Cornwall  to  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  at  eight  of  the 
clock  in  the  morning. 

Test  per  me,  NATHAN  FOOT,  Clerk. 

April  the  fifteenth,  A.  D.,  1778.  Then  this  meeting  was  opened 
according  to  adjournment,  at  time  and  place. 

1.  Voted  that  those  whose  names  are  mentioned,  ^namely,  Samuel 
Benton  two  pitches  ;  "William  Douglass,  two  pitches  :  Aaron  Scott- 
one  pitch  ;  Nathan  Foot,  one  pitch  ;  Saml.  Blodget,  two  pitches  : 
Asa  Blodget,  three  pitches  ;  James  Bentley,  one  pitch  ;  had  a  right 
to  pitch  as  many  pitch»j3  as  are  here  mentioned,  for  services  done 


*  All  the  very  early  sarveys  of  pitches  T^ere  &o  surpuTously  confjrmed  to  the 
tiile  above  alluded  to,  that  an  exception  was  deemc<l  necessary,  and  was  made  by 
express  vote,  in  tlxe  case  of  Asa  Blodget,  who  settled  on  the  bend  on  Otter  Creek 
generally  known  as  the  "  Ox  Bow,''  and  afterwards  in  reference  to  other  pitches. 
The  Proprietors  would  have  known,  if  they  had  o  ^certained  correctly  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  town,  th;it  its  shape  would  preclude  conforroiiy  to  the  above  rule.  To 
the  attempt  at  conif  -rraity,  it  is,  at  least,  in  part  owing,  that  so  many  small  lots 
of  laud  have  been  round  unclaimed,  especially  in  tho  swamp,  and  have  been  covereil 
by  the  surveys  of  those  who  have  made  t!ie  discovery,  down  to  a  date  as  late 
as  1858. 
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by  CiCaiiDg  a  read  fi-oin  Otter  Creek  to  Lcmcn  FcJr.  nacl  have  made 
ilicir  pitclies  ■\vith  proper  al-owaiico  for  Iiigli ways.    One  of  Mr.  Asa 
Dloilj'ct's  pitch 05  does  lie  on  three  sides  of  Bardius  Blod^ot's  lot 
Lo  Lovr  works  on,  Trbicb  lies  on  Wcybridge  lino. 

2.  Voted  to  choose  a  comniitt'^G  to  get  the  minutes  of  the  road 
]:):d  Oat  V':roi"::h  the  t:>^' n  of  Cornwall  north  and  ^ootb.  that  was 
I '-I  by  accident,  and  for  to  receive  labour  or  money  equivalent 
to  i'n:v  d;:y"s  works  to  each  pitch. 

o.  Yoted  and  chcso  Asa  Blodgct,  I'Tatlsan  Foot.  William  Douo;la33 
.\  c-mmittce  for  that  purpose;  and  said  committee  shall  make  their 
icvir]]:i  to  the  next  meeting. 

4.  Yoted  that  those  men  for  service  done,  for  laying  a  road 
througli  the  town  of  Cornw  ilk  iiorth  and  south,  or  for  clearing  said 
read,  or  that  paid  money  to  a  committee  for  tint  purposO;  shall  hold 
tl.eii-  pitches  according  to  a  former  vote  that  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
■-  niely.  Samuel  Ecnton  four  pitches  twelve  dollars;  Asa  Blodget 
two  pitches  six  dollars  :  James  Bcntlv  two  pitches  six  dollars  ; 
Y'illinm  Douglas  four  pitches  twelve  dollars:  Eldad  Andrus  three 
piiches :  Ebcnezer  Stebbings  two  pitches ;  Xatiian  Foot  three 
letches  ;  Capt.  Truman  Wheeler  one  pitch  :  Gamaliel  Painter  two 
pitches ;  Bamd  Blodgett  one  pitch  :  xVaron  Scott  two  pitches  ; 
Obadiah  Wheeler  one  pitch.  Tliose  hot  mentioned  in  money,  have 
done  labor  acceptable  to  three  dollars  to  each  pitch. 

"o.  Yoted  to  choo-fo  a  comraittee  to  lay  out  two  hundred  ocrcs 
upon  the  ministerial  rigiit,  al^o  tv>'0  hundred  acres  up; at  the  school 
right.  It  is  to  be  laid  out  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  com- 
ma r  tee  which  shall  be  hereafter  chosen. 

0.  Yoted  and  chose  a  committee  for  the  purpose  before  mentioned, 
namely,  James  Jlently,  Asa  Blodget.  Eldad  Andrus  to  make  returns 
at  the  next  meeting. 

■  7.  Yoted  that  any  of  the  Proprietors  have  the  privilege  of  laying 
out  three  hundred  acres  on  each  right  v>ddcli  they  ovrn  on  the  undi- 
vided lands,  by  paying  five  dollars  to  each  hundred  acres  that  ho 
]  itches;  said  pitches  to  be  laid  as  ruany  rods  oue  Avay  as  the  other, 
proper  allovvaiuce  for  higliv-aiys.  fcaid  money  to  be  paiil  to  the 
Treasurer  that  shall  be  hereafrer  cho?en, 

8.  Yoted  and  cho-ie  iiSTathan  Foot  fjr  a  Treasurer  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  and  sai'l  Treasurer  shall  keep  account  of  his  doings,  and 
mnke  returns  to  the  next  meetiug. 

'J.  'shjted  that  Sardius  JJiudget  shall  hold  his  pi^'-!!  that  he  now 
^vork3  on. 

lO.  Yoted  that  any  Proprietor  shall  have  the  privilege  of  pitch- 
iiig  fifty  acres  fjr  doiug  two  days'  work  ou  the  highway  from  Utter 
Creek  to  Tho:n;ii  Bendey'i,  or  by  paying  three  dollars  to  the 
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Treasurer,  said  Proprietors  maj  liavc  the  privilege  of  it  in  two 
places. 

11.  Voted  and  adjourned  this  meeting  to  t*:'0  first  Tuesday 
of  February.  A.  D.  1779.  at  the  house  of  Mr.  A=.i  i^lod-zott  in 
Cornwall.    '      "        Test  per  ine,  JMATIIAIS'  l^OVl.  Clerk." 

TliC  next  meeting  of  the  Proprietor.;  \vjh.uoi:c'i  r:i  [[.:':,:  rQ-y.'v^l-:. 
was  named  Sept.  Sd.  173-^,  '-to  iliiich  Laying  out  il;':  Jiv;  — 

ion,  and  to  concert  niOaiures  to  laj  out  part  or  all  t^e  r:mai:5d;;i' 
of  said  town."'  The  meeting  was  convened,  but  di.l  n::,l  innsaet 
anj  business  of  imnortanee. 

Ko  other  iocjtia,<-is  lucntioned  till  Jalj  20,  1789 — a  period 
of  nearly  six  ye.,irs — when  the  Proprietors  were  warned  to  meet  for 
the  purpose  of  "  laying  out  the  rer/iaming  part  of  their  rights,"* 
and  of  making  the  necessary  arrangements  to  prosecute  their  con- 
troversy with  Whitbg.  In  regei-i  to  the  first  article  nothing  was 
done,  probably  because  conilicting  claims  had  become  too  numerous 
to  be  reconciled  or  compromised.  T.'jils  mooting  was  perpetuated  by 
repeated  adjournments  till  Feb.  jOth,  1702.  At  these  meetings  a 
prominent  subject  of  attention  v.eis  tho  controversy  with  Whiting,  in 
reference  to  which  the  d.^higs  of  t:;o  Proprietors  have,  perhaps,  been 
presented  sulheiently  at  length  on  a  furmer  page.  The  Proprietors, 
also,  as  in  iheir  previous  proeeeding^^  confirmed  sever;;.!  pitches  to 
settlers. 

At  their  adjourned  meeting,  ^•cp':.  21,  1700,  the  Proprietors 
appointed  Messrs.  Joel  L'.ii:}]^y,  Wm.  I^ilade  and  Ph;  :ls\^hel  Elan- 
chard  ■*  a  Committee  to  ni.^risurj  oil'  cweuty-nve  thov.i-^o.d  acres  in 
the  town  of  Corn^-.-'all  beginning  at  Vvey'>ridge  south-east  corner, 
then -running  s-jut!ic.\steriy  cu  the  L  s-h  of  the  creek,  so  f.:r  as  tuim- 
ing  a  due  west  line  vrill  csirun  :he  uh'-jve  sLiid  land.*'  Whether 
thi.>  Commiitee  diiseh.irgcd  t!ic  duty  i;;-hgned  them,  we  arc  left  in 
doubt,  as  no  report  is  entered  on  the  record. 

The  last,  and  ordy  ether  me: ting  of  the  Proprict;:-r.?  nmntio-ed 
in  their  recerds.  w.is  hehl  as^  Lite  es  ^vLiv  ]''''•■).  tiist  they 

might  cdeetntlly  silene;  all  comphd.iits  rc^^p-^ctir:;-'-  their  e.nrly  ap- 
propriation of  hnd  e  by  e  :e,,ting  i'e:  provisions  of  t'lo  act  of  17"96 

---,-e  ei^C  '        :       '   th-'V:..g::  -.oy.        egj^v.,  ;  - 
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Wiiereas,  it  appears  to  tlih  nicecing  iLat  the  rropiietor,v  Eaok 
•A  Ivcc-r-r.lv  of  the  town  of  Coriivr;!]!.  wo 3  dcnrojed  by  fire  in  the 
v,';ir  1 I  lid  Uio  Propricivj  s"  liicetiiU!;  stood  adjourned  till  the 
'  ■  vj-  d  .V  of  _ceb.,  177S,  "\>idoh  :iicOtin;^  oni'?GL^  oiher  t!dn-:-^  -v\-fi3 
<-;r  d-0  purp030  of  nuiaing  a  cdvioiuii  of  i-.ii.id  ;)o:on:,:0-  said 
1',  ^:':f:a"ro  noJ  die  rroprioo?r5  niut  on  ilif  o.dd  l'"^th  d;^y  i_o'  hf/b.^ 
-d;  -viL/d  trom  time  lo  liiiic.  until  the  If-di  day  of  .Ai  ad  then 
I a'a'  yai-a/d  sundry  votes  relative  to  dividbii:  their  laod.^  into 
-jv-jrady  :  an  i.  ivbeaeas,  d-jiibts  have  ariicn  iu  ru.3-ii'd  tu  tuo  loiifelity 
a  tiai  1  vores.  on  account  of  the  warning  and  record:?  of  the  -lioeting 

fo::  -ojo-raajd  by  lire:  and,  whercaS;  the  liOai.daiare  of  tho 
00 ,10  of  "Win-'nit.  et  tbeir  annual  session  in  ^b:r\^enne3,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  Ifde,  pa-n_d  a  h^w  ai,itiiori:dny  and  cminoveriDO" 
-aid  Proprietors  at  a  legal  meeting  warned  f:r  that  purpose,  to 
rtitify  und  eeuilrm  any  vote  or  votes  passed  at  their  adjourned  meet- 
ing-^  as  a  foresaid,  and  to  pas3  any  vote  or  votes  ratifying  and  con- 
■enei:';;!  tia'i:  division  : 

Thcreicro,  voted  that  all  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  Pro- 
prietors, passed  at  their  meetings  aforesaid,  are  hereby  ratified, 
established  and  confirmed,  and  the  moiie  of  divdsion  by  pitching  is 
accepted  and  acquiesced  in,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a  gced 
and  valid  division,  provided  the  pitches  are  made  in  conibrnnty  to 
the  aforesaid  votes  of  the  Pioprietors. 

2.  Voted  th:;t  the  clruio  ill  the  seventh  vote  of  the  Proprietors, 
passed  at  their  ledoaro:!  nantiag.  on  the  loth  day  of  d.pi  n.lTTS, 
vddeh  required  that  all  pitches  or  surveys  of 'land  should  bo  bdd  as 
r:jany  rods  one  v:ay  as  the  other  shall  bo.  and  the  same  is  hereby 
dispensed  vrith  :  and  that  n>  e.nception  or  a-lvantnge  shall  hereafter 
be  taken  of  any  Proprietor,  l:,:  account  of  ids  pieehing  or  sinn-eynig 
l  is  land  dideroi^t  in  ferra  or  deipe  n-om  said  vutc. 

d.  Voted  to  adj^airn  this  meeting  till  toe  2oth  day  of  Fepteinber 
next,  atone  o'clock  P.  }.L.  then  to  be  holden  at  the  dwelliagdiouso 
of  William  Siade,  in  said  Cornwall. 

Attest,  WM.  SLADE,  Proprietors  Clerk.^' 

A  careful  examination  of  the  course  adopted  by  the  Proprietors, 
•and  sanctioned  by  the  Legisiature,  to  encourage  settlement,  and  te 
defray  the  expenses  of  making  roads,  and  of  ^ther  improvemeins, 
avrakens  a  deubt  resoeetin^  its  justice.  Each  Grantee  or  Pro[)rie- 
tor  had,  by  the  Charter,  a  r^ght  to  a  sioire  of  about  three  liundred 
acres  of  land  • -equal  in  quantity  and  quality  to  other  di,n  :s  m 
town,''  ond  each  was  justly  liable  to  taxation  fjr  noce-oiay  inil'ec 
burdens.     Jfut  an  arf-itrary  appropriation  of  uiisettloil  bnid>  f  >r 
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these  piirpose3.  thus  depriving  a  part  of  tlio  Bon-reaidont  cluiraani: 
of  their  property,  coald  have  been  justified  only  by  the  btern  Lv,, 
of  necessity. 

*' A  necessary  act  incur?  no  blame," 
But  no  votes  of  corporate  or  legislative  bodies  can  render  an  un  ^ 
jiist  act  cc|iiitable, 

Mo.ny  of  the  deeds  by  which  the  corly  Proprietors  conveyed 
their  rights  to  others,  ^vcre  exceedingly  indefinite.  A  spe^dnicn  or 
tT^'o  Biay  interest  the  reader  : 

"  Know  all  men  by  tlicsc  Presents,  that  I.  Levi  Benton  of  Salis- 
bury, in  Litchfield  County,  and  Colony  of  Connecticut^  in  Idevr 
England,  do,  for  and  in  consideration  of  ten  pounds  lav>-tal  money, 
to  me  in  hand  paid  to  my  fall  satisfaction,  by  Theophilas  Allen,  of 
Salisbury^  for  myself  and  my  heirs  quit-claim  unto  llie  said  The- 
ophilus  Allen,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  the  rigiit,  title  or 
claim  that  I  have,  or  may  have,  to  one  right  of  land  vrhich  I  have 
in  the  township  of  Cornwall,  in  the  parcel  of  lands  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Otter  Creek,  said  to  be  in  the  Province  of 
New  Hampshire.  Nathan  Benton  was  the  original  Proprietorj 
Xumber  48. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  free  and  clear  from  odl  claim  that 
I  have,  or  any  under  me  :  in  witness  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and^seal,  this  2od  day  of  Mav,  1774. 

LEVI  BENTON.'' 

*'To  all  people  to  v.  hom  tliese  Presents  shall  come,  Greeting  : — 
Know  ye,  that  I,  Seth  Austin,  of  the  town  of  Saii-^ljury.  t^:c..  ^c.^ 
do -give,  grant,  bargain  and  sell  unto  Theophilus  Alien,  all  my 
right,  title,  interest  and  possesion  to  one  wliole  riglit  of  land,  ly'ng 
easterly  of  Crown  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  Ilanip-hire,  granted 
by  the  Governor  of  said  State,  to  a  certain  number  of  Proprietors, 
by  the  name  of  Cornwall,  wdiich  tov-n.-ldi")  ;>utt3  easterly  on  Otter 
Creek,  and  northerly  on  the  town  of  V\d:vbiid'..ro. 

Signed,  SETK  AUSTIN." 

Many  of  the  deeds  represent  Cornwall  as  in  Pvutland  County, 
N.  Y.J — others  as  in  Charlotte  Coumy,  N.  Y., — othirs  stdl  as 
in  the  Cc  ii-ty  of  R^w];iLd  or  Charlotie,  in  the  Proviiico  of  New 
Hampshire;  or  in  tlie  New  iramp-dnre  Ci';";vts,  or  State  of  Verniont. 
This  phraseology  nv-y  irtdieai.  the  nref-roiice  of  the  parties  inter- 
ested, Lor  the  jiiri-daid'v;  of  oiiO  or  the  raher  of  the  Go\'arnments 
•has  d-.'-n-a.-  \\<A. 
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Tlie  consideration  named  m.  tlie  early  deeds  diilors  gTeatlj  in 
au".ount.  V^'e  find  the  sums  varying  all  the  r-'ay  from  two  pounds, 
lawful  monoy,  for  an  entire  share,  in  1707,  to  one  hundred  pounds 
in  1785,  This  diversity  vras  perhaps  to  bo  expected.  Some  of  the 
Proprietors  might  have  needed  the  proceeds,  and  luxve  accepted  f)r 
their  lands,  the  best  offer  they  could  obtain.  Otliers  ini^-bt  liavo 
f  it  that  it  Yf'as  quite  doubtful  how  long  the  lands  wouhl  remain 
unsettled^  and  consequently  have  placed  but  a  slight  value  upon 
them.  After  thev  besan  to  be  settled,  tbeir  value  of  course 
iii.creased,  though  in  April,  1778,  the  Proprietors,  as  we  learn  from 
ibeir  records,  voted  to  allow  certain  persons  who  had  borne  the 
labor  and  exposure  of  commencing  the  scLilement,  to  pitch  lots  of 
one  hundred  acres  each,"  for  four  dollars  paid  in  money,  or  for  four 
days'  labor  done  on  the  highways,  or  for  other  service  of  similar 
value. 

For  the  gratification  of  those  readers  vrho  have  not  seen  the  Pro* 
prietors'  records,  I  copy  two  or  three  of  tlie  original  surveys,  pre- 
mising only,  that  as  there  were  manj^  surveyors,  much,  variety  of 
description  is  found  in  their  returns. 

Surveyed  in  Cornwall,  Oct.  23,  1774,  for  Solomon  Linsloy. 
one  lot  of  land  containing  one  hundred  acres,  and  allowance  for 
highw"ays, — Butts  and  Pounds  as  follows, — begins  at  ;i  s^)f!:  maple 
about  nine  chains  east  of  Pcaver  Brook,  and  runs  soi-ii;  ':]'2  chains 
and  50  links  to  beech  siaddle  :  then^we^ic  82  cliains  r,n  i  6-  /  links  to 
YVeybridge  line,  to  beech  siaddlc ;  then  east  on  "Wey  I  rid. go  line  to 
the  first  bounds.    Surveyed  by  me. 

GAM-LL  PAINTER,  Surveyor. 
''The  above  survey  bill  recorded  Aug.     1785,  bv  rac, 

JERKII  BINGHAI^I,  P.  C.^' 

t'-Surveyed  in  Covnwall,  Oct.  84th.  A.  B.  1774,  for  xVaron  Scott, 
one  lot  of  land,  containing  one  hundred  acres  and  allowance  for 
highways,  on  the  original'right  of  Julin  Judd,  butts  and  Bounds 
as  follows  :  Beginning  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Solomon  Lins- 
ley's  Pitch,  and  runs  Vi.  32  chains  and  fifty  links  to  a  Beech 
Blake;  then  Xorth  32  chains  and  llfLy  iinks  to  a  Beech  tree  on 

*This  survey  covers  iho  farm,  with  soiac  variatluu:^,  novf  occupidl  by  Miio  Wil- 
liamson. 

tTl'.^  survey  covers  the  farm,  of  ivliich  Keubeii  T.  Sanrsoii's  furms  a  part  ~ 
Tho  Vfeybriilgc  liiierric:itione-.l  in  tlii^  and  the  prc-cc-ling,  !.:  Woyh-ri'  i.'e    OM  Lino."' 
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"W^eybrid-^o  ILno,  then  E.  on  saifl  lino,  02  chains  and  oO  links  to  the 
N/W.  corner  of  Linslev"s  I'itch,  then  to  the  fir?t  hounJ.^, 

"burveved  by  mo,  GAM'LL  PAi:^TER.- 
This- survey  bill  received  to  record,  Juno  the  27th,  ITeO..  and 
recorded  by  me.  Wm.  SLADE.  Proj/-  C-erk/' 

*  •'Cornvv-all,  Rutland  County,  State  of  Vermont,  Gepr.Srh.lTSS, 
surveyed  and  laid  out  for  Truman  Wheeler  100  acres  of  land  vvitli 
allowance  tbr  hi,i;b.raY3 :  beginning  at  a  beech  stump  niarhed  T. 
W..  then  running  north  84  rods  to  a  beech  tree  maiked  T.  W., 
then  running  west  200  rods  to  a  beech  tree  marked  T.  V^.,  then 
south  84  rods  to  a  beech  marked  T.  \V'.,  then  east  200  rods  to  the 
f,rst  bourid.  Said  lard  lies  between  Samuel  Benton  and  Doct'r 
Foots,  laid  on  the  original  right  of  Sanrael  Beebc,  This  is  instead 
of  an  old  survey  bill  which  was  on  record  before  tlie  records  were 
burnt.  "  OBADIAH  WHEELER,  Surveyor. 

The  above  survey  was  received  for  record  Sept.  8,  1T83,  and 
recorded  Oct,  12th,  1784. 

By  me,  JERE4I  BIXGIIAM,  P.  C.'"' 


*TIii3  survey  covers  tlie  farm  now  occupied  by  William  Hurlburt, 
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CHArTEE  V. 

cETTLEHS  BEFOKE  THE  llEVOLUTIOXARY  WAR  :  ELDAD  AXDUf^f 
SAMUEL  ELODGET,  SAKDIUS  ELODGET,  SOLOJION  LINSLEY.  AARON 
SCOTT,  NATHAN  FOOT.  JOHN  HOLLEY,  EBENEZEH  STEIJBIX.S,  JOEb 
LINSLEY,  OEADIATI  WHEELER,  JONAH  SANE011D,  JAMES  MARSH 
DOUGLASS  —  RETIREMENT  OF  SETTLERS. 

The  eighty-six  years  that  have  passed  since  the  first  log  cabin 
vras  erected  in  Cornwall,  are  but  a  span  in  the  history  of  commu- 
riities.  yet  they  chronicle  the  transformation  of  the  forest  into  srni- 
lirg  fields  teeming  with  the  yaried  products  of  agricultural  t-kill 
and  industry  —  the  lurking  place  of  the  savage  into  the  abode  oi 
peace,  security  and  abundance.  We  often  read  with  wonder  of  th-' 
r.^pid  growth  of  settlements  in  our  Western  States,  yet  the  early 
gro'^-tli  of  Cornwall  very  nearly  furnishes  a  parallel.  In  twenty- 
,:.ix  years  from  the  arrival  of  the  first  settler,  and  in  sixteen  ycari 
iV<.ui  the  announcement  of  peace  w^th  Great  Britain,  when  sctile- 
rr.ents  became  safe,  the  dwellings  of  the  settlers  —  humble  aiii^ 
uiipretenlirig,  indeed,  yet  actual  dvrellings  —  had  become  a5 
numerous,  and  the  population  as  great  as  it  is  at  the  present  m-- 
i;cnt.  We  may  profitably  review  the  course  of  the  fathers,  as  they 
hvoke  aTvay  from  the  ties  of  kindred,  and  the  homes  of  e;irly 
p.- 'V:;;'j1  only  with  implements  fjr  subduing  the  forest,  and  vnin 
-  /  ;  k  ;  of  f;od  and  raiuicnt  to  serve  until  their  own  vigorous  arms 

.       ;;'!uiish  their  otore. 
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"  TLoy  bray'd  the  savage  iu  his  nAtivo  wIlJ: 
Thej  bade  defiance  to  t'ne  v^'Iiitrj  blast; 
Smii'd  at  the  tolls  n^d  perils  of  their  way, 
And  onward  cfxroe." 

The  first  settlers  within  the  ori^zinal  bounris  of  CornWvill,  '.vrjr 
Asa  Bloclget,  James  Bentlej,  James  Beiitloj.  Jr..  Thomas  Bcnllc;, , 
Joseph  Throop.  Theophilus  Allen,  William  Douglass,  Somiiel  Ben- 
ton. Eld;id  ,Andru3,  Saiimel  Blodget,  Sardius  Blodget,  Solonion 
Linslej,  Aaron  Scott,  and  Nathan  Foot,  They  arrived  and  made 
their  twitches  in  1TT4.  The  ei^iht  first  named,  selected  their  lands 
in  the  east  part  of  the  tov/nsliip.  bounding  on  Otter  Creek,  and  hj 
the  change  of  territorial  limits  in  1  TOG,  became  inhabitants  of  Mid- 
dlebiirj,  and  as  such  are  mentioned  in  the  history  of  that  town  by 
Judge  Swift.  The  remaining  six  made  their  pitches  in  the  north- 
ern and  central  parts  of  this  town. 

The  year  follov/ing,  1775,  Ebenezer  Stebbins,  Joel  Linslcy,  and 
John  Hoiiey  made  their  pitches,  and  in  1776  Jonal)  Sanford,  Oba- 
diah  Wheeler  and  James  Marsli  Douglass,  settled  their  locations. 
jSTone  of  these  names  except  those  of  Solomon  Linsley  and  Jonali 
Sanford  arc  e^idorsed  on  the  Charter.  Yfith  these  cxeeptions,  and 
tYfo  or  three  others  who  came  after  the  war,  the  surveys  uniformly 
specify  certain  '"orioiinal  rights,"'  on  which  tbeir  claims  were  leaded. 

Eidad  Aijlrus  located  himself  on  the  farm  new  occupied  by  Tru- 
man B.  Ilolley.  and  there  remained  until  he  removed  to  a  farm  in 
the  west  part  uf  the  town  bounding  on  Lemon  Fair,  which  he 
obtained  by  exchange  with  Zcchariah  Benedict,  vfho  succeeded  him 
in  the  occupancy  of  his  first  pitch.  The  surveys  of  Mr.  Andrus 
originally  covered  much  more  land  than  is  embraced  in  the  present 
farm,  of  which  he  sold  parcels  to  his  brother  Etiian  and  others.- — 
His  first  house  was  erected  some  rods  east  of  the  present  buildings, 
lie  afterwards  erected  the  house  which  Mr.  Ilolley  has  recently 
remodeled  an'l  e-rcotly  improved. 

Tiie  pi'uch  of  Samuel  Blodget  of  one  hundred  acres,  was  upon 
the  great  east  and  west  road  from  Charlestown,  No,  4,  through 
i^di'.ldlcbury  and  Bridport  to  Laho  Champlain.  It  also  lay  upon 
whar.  iu  1700.  was  made  the  m;iiii  north  and  south  roafl  from  Corn- 


nrSTORY  OF  CORNWALL. 


45 


Vvall  to  Midcllebury,  vvhicli,  in  1810.  when  the  direction  of  the 
road  iVo-m  Cornwall  to  Middlebury  was  cLatigcd  to  its  present  loca- 
tion, ceased  to  be  much  travelled,  and  several  je^vs  since  was  dis- 
continued. The  farm  of  Mr,  l^lodget  after  bis  decease  in  1888, was 
divided,  the  eastern  portion  of  it,  at  present  belonging  to  the  farm 
of  S.  k  J.  F.  Bolton,  of  Middlebury,  and  the  western  portion  to  the 
estate  of  his  sou-in-kv*.  the  late  Abraham  AYilliarnson,  since  whose 
decea,=;e  the  land  has  been  subdivided  among  his  heirs.  Tiic  build- 
iogs  of  Mr,  Blodget  were  located  on  a  beautiful  site,  where  the 
hcase  still  remains,  though  at  present  unoccupied.  This  was  the 
birth-place  of  Kev.  Luther  P.  Blodget. 

The  Brst  pitch  of  Solomon  Linsley,  of  one  hundred  acres,  em- 
braced tlie  farm  now  owned  by  Milo  Williamson.  Ilis  first  cabin 
was  built  eastward  of  the  present  dwelling,  which  was  also  built  by 
r^Ir.  Linsley,  and  was  occupied  by  him  as  a  residence. 

Aaron  Scott,  of  Sunderland,  Mass.,  made  his  first  pitch  of  one 
hundred  acres,  west  of  Solomon  Linsley.  The  survey  covered  the 
form  of  Reuben  T.  Samson,  and  other  land  lying  west  and  south, — 
His  first  cabin  was  erected  southwest  of  the  site  on  which  Mr. 
Samson  now  lives. 

A  survey  of  a  lot  of  one  hundred  acres  for  Jesse  Chipmau, 
directly  south  of  Aaron  Scoit,  bears  date  Oct.  24,  1774,  the  same 
day  as  that  of  Mr.  Scott :  but  I  can  find  no  evidence  that  he  ever 
settled  upon  it. 

Sardius  Blodget  also  made  a  pitch  of  one  hundred  acres  on  the 
north  line  of  the  town,  probably  near  Mr.  Linsley.  Its  precise 
location,  on  account  of  the  indefinitencas  of  the  boundaries  named 
in  the  survey,  it  is  impossible  to  determine. 

Dr.  ISTathan  Poot  from  Water  town,  Conn.,  made  his  first  pitch  on 
the  fiirm  afterward  owned  by  his  son  Nathan,  and  novv  owned  by 
liis  grand-daughter,  Maria  Foot  and  her  son-in-law,  Wm.  Turner. 
In  cOiinoccion  with  this  pitch,  ho  ac!|uired  a  title  to  some  five  or  six 
hundred  acres  of  land,  of  VTdiich  he  gave,  according  to  the  testimony 
of  his  daughter,  fifty  acre.3  to  each  of  his  sons,  several  of  Vrdiom 
early  located  themselves  ncin-  their  father,  as  there  will  be  occasion 
•-■locwhcrc  to  notice.    Ws  first  hi  eab'in  buili  in.  1771  l;.>c;!ted 
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on'the  verge  of  the  swai^ip,  hdi  a  mile  east  of  the  present  dwelling.  > 
After  tbo  war  be  buili  a  second  log  liou^e  on  the  west  side  of  the  i 
present  Lighway,  near  the  south-cast  corner  of  'My.  Turner's  orch'ird.  | 
His  first  framed  house  was  i)uilt  on  Ihc  cOi-ner  jnst  south  of  i>Ir.  i 
Turner's  dv/elling. 

These  suryeya  were  odl  dated  in  1774,  and  v:ore  made  by  Judiio 
Painter  of  3Iiddlehurj.    Most  of  the  men  subsc.pontlj  made  sev-  c 
cral  other  phches.    The  year  following,  several  settlers  arrived  and 
selected  lots. 

John  Holley,  from  Salisbury.  Conn.,  pjadc  his-  pitch  in  177 
surveyed  also  by  Judge  PaintcTj  on  a  lot  &<juth  of  that  afte-wvard  ^ 
selected  by  David  P<">r:hill.      In  making  liis  selection  Mr,  Holley 
was  influenced,  as  vfas  Mr.  Parkill,  by  the  supposition  thaa  the  main 
north  and  somh  road  vrould  pass  through  his  lot.  and  when  somo 
years  later,  it  was  otherwis-o  determined,  he  ejected  an  exchange  i 
with  his  brother  Stephen,  who  had  purchased  the  lot  directly* west 
Stephen  settlol  on  his  brother's  original  pitch,  and  John  removed 
to  that  which  Stephen  had  owned — the  sam.ej  with  slight  variations, 
which  is  Tiow  occupied  by  Penj.  Parldll    John  Ilolley  was  the 
fkher  of  Philo  Holley,  Esq. 

The  same  year,  Ebenezer  Stcbbins  made  a  pitch  and  settled 
npon  the  nirm  now  occupie  d  by  Ids  daughter,  Mrs.  Koxalana  Poet, 
and  his  grand-son,  Loren  Vf.  Peet.  Mr.  Stebbins  had  purchased 
an  entire  sh:Lre  of  an  original  proprietor,  and  located  it  in  a  body. 
His  first  house  was  near  that  in  which  he  afterward  lived  and  died, 
and  vhich  is  now  occupied  by  his  daughuT,  Mrs.  Peet. 

Early  in  1775,  Hon.  Joel  Linslej.  fi-om  Woodbury,  Conn.,  made 
a  pitch  on  tiie  lot  on  ^'rhich  he  continued  to  reside  until  bis  death. 
His  first  dwelling,  like  those  of  his  neighbors,  a  log  ca^)in.  was 
some  sixty  or  eighty  rods  east  of  that  in  which  he  afterward  lived, 
and  wdueb  is  now  occupied  by  Abel  J.  Eonedict,  the  ovrner 
of  a  part  of  tl-o  oviginal  l*irm.  Judge  Liiisley  became  an  ox- 
tensive  land-owner,  having  a::ted  as  surveyor,  aiid  havmg  thus 
become  tiirailiar  with  uao':ciip;';d  lands.  His  hd^ors  as  surveyor 
commenced  e:o-lv  in  177o,     l\'e  shall  h-ivc  '■■ccasi'ai  ai:a:n  to  alhide 
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i-.  him  in  comiection  vritb  the  arrival  and  location  of  Ins  relatives 
after  tlie  vrar. 

Judge  Linsley  belonged  to  a  clasn  of  men,  wLose  energy,  enter- 
[.rise  and  intolligencOj  go  far  in  ibrniing  the  cbnractcr  of  a  ^o^vn. 
lie  was,  indeed,  formed  by  nature  to  exert  a  controliiac'  inllucrice 
in  any  community  in  which  he  might  reside.  lie  was  o.ppointed 
Town  Clerk,  at  the  organization  of  the  town,  and  held  that  ofjico, 
with  the  exception  of  two  years,  until  his  decease  in  ISIS.  Ho 
represented  the  town  several  years  in  the  State  Lcp-iilature :  was 
assistant  Ju.lgCj  aiid  afterward  Chief  Judge  of  the  County  Court. 
Ilis  wisdom  w::3  ouei>  c  illt.d  into  requisition  by  his  iellow-eitizens 
in  cases  vrhere  special  executive  tact  was  needful.  In  every  onicc, 
his  duties  were  discharged  with  marked  ability,  and  to  universal 
acceptance. 

Few  men  enjoy,  with  keener  relish,-  the  pleasures  of  social  inter- 
course. Possessing  an  inexhaustablc  fund  of  anecdote  and  humor, 
and  unusual  conversational  povrers,  he  vras  the  life  of  every  circle 
with  which  he  associated.  Toe  aged  and  the  young  alike  found  him 
an  agreeable  companion.  To  the  unfortunate  he  was  a  sympa- 
thizing friend  :  to  virtuous  indigence  a  cheerfod  bencfacLor  ;  and  of 
€  very  judicious  scheme  of  benevolent  effort,  a  nmnifieent  patron. 

Judge  Linsley  was  the  father  of  Rev.  Joel  11.  Linsley,  D.  D., 
and  of  Charles  Linsley,  Es(p 

Several  surveys  are  dated  in  177G.  Jonah  Sanford  pitched  a 
lot  of  one  hundred  acres,  lying  west  of  that  above  named  as  located 
by  Aaron  Scott.    He  probably  did  not  setcle  u[on  it. 

A  survey  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  a*n'es  is  also  recorded  as  hav- 
ing been  made  by  Obadiah  VYheeler.  Though  the  boundaries  are 
given,  there  are  no  landnnirks  v.'bich  ena'^le  us  to  fix  the  location. 
Probably  it  was  in  the  south-west  part  of  the  tovym,  as  allasion  is 
made  to  '-Wheeler's  lots'' in  "the  survey  of  a  rgad  ':y  Daniel 
Samson's,  to  meet  a  road  laid  out  by  the  people  of  Whiting." 

The  same  year,  James  Islarsh  Doughis.^  pitched  a  lot  where  Eli 
Stevens  now  lives,  together  with  other  lots  in  the  ^dcinity,  amount- 
ing to  Eve  hundred  acres. 

Tru'iian  IVhoclcr  alsc  luad^o  a  pitcii  previous  to  lllS,  tlie  i.'iccisc 


i 


48  HisioiiY  or  cokinWall. 

date  of  wliicb  cannot  be  determined,  t.s  it  was  made  and  recorded 
before  the  Lurning  of  tlie  records.  Tho.t  now  extant  upon  tho 
Proprietors'  records,  claims  to  be  a  resurvej.  It  ersibraces  tlie  lot 
rjterward  oiTned  bj  Timotbv  Baker,  and  now  bj  Wm.  Ilurlbut- 

These  seitlei'Sj  most  of  T<d]ora  h;id  famijicSj  'vrere  employed  as  h 
the  usage  of  pioneers,  in  clearing  their  landSj  and  in  endeavors  to 
proTide  the  incan^  of  support  for  those  depending  upon  them. — 
Though  exposed  to  the  ill  >yill  of  lories,  thej  felt  ccmparativclj 
secure  from  molestation,  so  long  as  the  Americans  held  possession 
of  Ticondcr-.ga  and  Crown  Point,  -which  was  the  case  from  their 
capture  by  ADen.  in  1775,  to  their  recapture  by  Burgoyne  in  17TT. 
This  occurrence  rendered  the  stay  of  the  settlers  utterly  unsafe,  as 
they  were  exposed  to  marauding  parties  of  British  soldiers,  of 
Indians,  and  of  lories.  Ttdro,  if  not  more  the  objects  of  dread,  were 
more  the  objects  of  intense  hostility.  The  news  of  the  surrerider 
of  Ticonderoga  to  Burgoyne.  Tras  a  signal  to  the  settlers  that  they 
might  be  compelled  to  abandon  their  farms,  and  seek  safety  in  re- 
tiring to  the  southern  and  inore  densely  populated  parts  of  the 
State.  Some  of  them  imraed.iateiy  retired  vfith  their  families  ; 
others  reraained  till  the  follovdng  year.  Tlie  country  north  of  Rut- 
land, was,  at  tliis  period,  mostly  an  unbroken  wilderness,  Ethan 
Andrus,  Esq.,  one  of  the  retiring  settlers,  in  relating  the  story  of 
their  flight.  iri?.trmed  mo  that  they  placed  their  women  and  children 
in  canoes,  or  on  rafts,  upon  which  also  vrere  placed  their  most  val- 
uable effects  whicli  they  could  not  conceal ;  and  these  were  propelled 
up  the  stream  by  a  part  of  tlio  men,  while  others  drove  the  cattle 
along  the  shore,  much  of  the  way  a  swamp  impassable  by  women 
or  children.  Though  severe  the  service,  affection  and  indomitable 
energy  achieved  the  undertaking. 

Such  articles  as  could  be  concealed,  or  could  not  be  carried,  were, 
of  course,  left-behind.  The  aged  Mrs.  Feet,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Stebbins,  has  sho  A-u  ine  a  duodecin-o  Bible,  and  a  looking-glass, 
which  her  motlicr  covered  with  pillows  and  concealed  under  some 
logs,  where  they  remained  undisturbed  until  her  return  after  the 
rt'storation  of  j^cace.  The  Bible,  thougli  somewhat  di^icolored  by 
exposure  to  daripr,(.'ss_.  is  legible,  arid  contains  the  family  record.™ 
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^^'^  I  The  cliicf  injury  sustained  by  the  glass,  is  tlio  loss  of  sonic  of  the 
■^^^  j  ornamental  parts  of  its  frame.  Both  are  invaluable  to  their 
i^^  -'  possessor,  as  mementos  of  sacrifices,  which,  as  a  child  scnrccly 
\'  I  advanced  beyond  the  period  of  infancy,  she  shored  with  her  parents, 
s  3;irs.  -Feet  v.-as  old  enougli  when  hor  father  returned  to  Cornwall, 

^    ;  to  remember  distinctly  events  as  they  occurred.      She  relates  that 
'     *v  ihcy  arrived"  in  Marchj  while  the  ground  was  still  covered  with  a 
*    i    gre.it  depth  of  snow.     Iler  father  had  procured  a  team  to  convey 
I    I    his  family  from  Asa  Blodget's,  on  the  Creek,  to  his  place  of  abode, 
:     ard  they  were  obligedj  as  the  swamp  was  impassible,  to  travel 
around  tire  north  end  of  it,  near  the  present  residence  of  the  writer. 
This  was  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the   first  inhabitants  they  met 
i      after  leaving  the  Creek,  were  assembled  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Nathan 
Foot  for  religious  v^'orship.     They  remained  till  the  close  of  the 
sorvice.and  as  necessity  was  laid  upon  them  to  reach  home  that  day 
\    Mf  possible,   they  proceeded.     As  they  passed  over  the  hill  west 
,  t     of  the  house,  and  came- in  sight  of  it  the  snow-drifts  were  so  deep 
'-■W     as  effectually  to  prevent  further  progress  with  the  team.      By  a 
I       vigorous  use  of  a  shovel,  the  men  cleared  a  path  so  that  Mrs. 
J'       Siebbins  made  her  vray  to  the  cabin,  which  sh.e  found  dilapidated, 
I        cold  and  cheerless.     The  roof  of  the  main  room  had  fallen  in,  and 
f        it  was  filled  with  snow,  and  the  only  apartment  where  they  could 
had  shelter,  was  a  little  bedroom  in  one  corner.    Here  they  kindled 
a  fire,  and  having  procured  some  meal  from  the  sled  blockaded  with 
snow,  the  mother  prepared  a  "johnny  cake,''  rendered  doubly  sweet 
by  fasting  and  fatigue.    With  such  accommodations  was  passed  the 
first  night,  by  this  family,  after  their  return  to  Cornwall.  Mr._^,^^ 
Stt'bbins  lived  to  the  extreme  age  of  96  years. 

A  few  of  the  settlers  above  mentioned  attempted  to  remain  on 
tiieir  farms,  hoping  to  escape  molestation,  but  two  of  their  number 
suffered  from  their  imprudence. 

Bddad  And r  11 3  v-as  taken  captive,  in  May  or  June,  by  the  In- 
dians and  tories,  and  carried  to  the  British  camp  across  Lake  Cham- 
I  h:iin,  where  he  was  held  for  several  months.    Daring  his  detention 
I  I  talians  several  times  visited  his  house,  and  though  they  offered 
v;-j]eu'je  to  his  family,  they  consumed  his  stock  of  provisions  ; 
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destroyed  bis  young  fruit  trees,  and  carried  a^,Y ay  bis  only  aiiimak 
of  tbe  borse  kind,  a  inare  and  colt.  These  remained  absent  some 
two  years,  -svhen.  as  I  am  informed  by  bis  son  from  miom  I  have 
tbis  narrative,  tbe  riare  returned  accon^panied  by  ber  colt,  and 
another  wbicb  niatcbed  it  vrelL  from,  wbieli  iMr.  Andrsi-  made  a 
valuable  team.  Having  diseovered  an  opportunity  to  escape,  bo 
fled.  Perceiving  that  be  was  fblloTved  by  an  Indian,  be  secured  a 
heavy  club,  and  concealed  himself  under  a  log,  over  Vnicb  the 
^  Indian  would  pass.  As  be  was  clambering  over  unaware  of  big 
danger,  Mr.  Andrus  struck  biin  a  blow  wbicli  felled  bim  to  the 
ground.  Witl)0ut  waiting  to  ascertain  what  barm  he  bad  done,  be 
hastened  bis  flight,  and  saw  nothing  more  of  his  pursuer. 

Samuel  Blodgct  was  also  taken  prisoner  at  tbe  same  time,  by  the 
Indians  and  lories.  He  was  bound  to  a  tree  by  tbe  Indians,  and 
threatened  with  death,  but  escaped  tbis  fate  by  making  himself 
known,  as  a  free  mason,  to  a  British  officer  who  commanded  tbe 
party.  His  son,  Rev.  Luther  P.  Blodget,  relates  that  '-his  father 
was  taken  to  Ticonderoga,  where  he  suffered  all  the  abuse  and  tor- 
tures usual  to  captives,  and  was  imprisoned  on  board  an  old  vessel 
which  abouiided  with  "vermin  and  filtb,  until  he  obtained  permission 
to  go  on  shore,  and  drive  team  and  perform  other  duties  which  fell 
to  the  lot  of  captives.  He  was  liberated  in  the  fall,  and  returned 
to  his  film ily,  who,  by  tliis  time,  bad  removed  to  Bennington  or 
Arlington,  where  they  remained  until  the  announcement  of  peace,^' 

Mr.  Blodiiet  continued  to  reside  on  bis  ori<^inal  pitch,  after  tbe 
return  of  bis  family,  until  his  death  in  1833,  at  tbe  age  of  87 
years.  He  was  for  m.any  years  active  and  useful  in  various  town 
offices,  and  was  accounted  a  very  worthy  man.  He  reared  a  large 
family  of  sons  and  daugliters,  all  of  whom,  except  the  aged  widow 
of  Abraham  Williamson,  have  removed  from  town. 
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CHAPTER  YI. 

KEIURN  OF  SETTLEK3  — IMMIGRANTS  AFTER  THE  WAR-  AND  'iUtlin 
L0CATI0X3 — ORANGE  TEIEOOP— SAMUEL  IXGRAHAM  AKl'  M-M- 
THEW  LEWIS— ETHAN  ANDRU3 — SONS  OF  NATHAN  FOOT- -S.^MUEL 
BARTHOLOMEW. 

At  the  earliest  moment  after  the  close  of  the  war  in  1783,  the 
fagitiYC  settlers  who  liad  been  ini  patiently  waiting  for  an  opporlu- 
nitj  to  return  to  their  farms,  haslcncil  hack,  most  of  them  to  ihvl 
their  cabins  destroyed,  and  their  improvements  laid  waste.  Durin  i 
their  absence  thej  had  not  been  idle  spectoto^-s  of  the  s^tuz^c  i:i 
which  their  country  was  engaged,  but  several  of  thoni,  hke  u;:-.uy 
others  who  afterwards  becanie  fellow  settlers,  were  fjr  I  'lv^cr  or 
■shorter  periods,  in  military  service.  Tliat  prudencejwhich  is  al^vay^ 
characceristic  of  true  courage,  had  led  them  to  avoid  exposiirc  'm 
tlie  frontier,  which  was  likely  to  be  prodactive  of  more  haini  i;. 
good.  Thej  now  commenced  anew  with  assured  conf dvi;';c  ti.it 
the  war-whoop  should  not  disturb  their  slumbers :  that  dctf^c^d  t.,  j  .v? 
should  no  longer  oiler  them  insult  and  defiance;  tliat  they  i 
be  permittc-d  to  reap  in  peace  the  fields  they  might  pJant.  ui^l  t'  ;i 
t,/r  tfiuso  thoy  loved. with  none  to  ''molest,  or  to  make  thcju  air:i;i- 

On  the  cast  side  of  the  highway,  about  sixty  rods  south  of  r  4:..uvl 
P>lo«lgot,  whose  location  we  have  already  noticed,  Or:?:;/^'  'ihrxp 
setcied  and  erected  a  house,  whicli  Nvas  afto^^valds  '.«;c..ip;-:d  by 
•T        Ul'A^cit.         svas  :nib5r.p.Kiil]y  wwuvd  ^y  r^i..ie  Luud-n 
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(ieceaaed,  to  whose  estate  it  still  belongs,  though  at  present  in  the 
occupancy  of  iiis  d-iaglitcr,  IMrs.  Stone. 

Nearly  opposite  the  dwelling  of  Orange  Throop  on  the 'west  side 
of  the  road,  was  the  School  House  called  No.  1,  in  the  first  divisiovi 
of  the  town  into  School  Districts  in  1TS7.  This  building  was  after- 
wards used  as  a  dwelling  house,  and  was  occupied  successively  by 
various  transient  families. 

About  sixty  rods  still  further  south,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road, 
was  erected  the  first  log  house  of  Samuel  Ingraham,  who  in  178(3, 
in  company  with  iSIatthcw  Lewis,  purchased  one  hundred  acres 
of  Frederic  Ford,  sen.  and  his  wife,and  of  Wm.  Douglass  and  Eldad 
Andrus.  Mr.  Ingraham  afterwards  built  and  occupied,  until  his 
death,  the  house  lately  vacated  by  Wm.  R.  Kemelee.  Mr,  Lewis 
built  his  first  house  south-west  of  Mr.  Ligraham,  near  the  orchard, 
a  portion  of  which  remains.  After  a  few  years  he  sold  to  Mr. 
Ingraham  and  removed  to  the  north-west  part  of  the  town,  where  he 
died, 

Samuel  Ingraham  was  born  in  Hebron,  Conn.,  and  removed  with 
his  fiithcr  to  Washington,  Mass.,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. — 
With  the  spirit  which  animated  every  patriotic  bosom  at  that  period, 
he  enlisted  in  the  army  when  only  sixteen  years  old,  in  response  to 
the  first  call  for  volunteers  after  the  massacre  at  Lexington.  Tho 
company  to  which  he  belonged,  was  stationed  on  one  of  the  eminen- 
ces in  the  vicinity  of  Charlestown, during  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
Though  panting,  as  he  used  to  say,  to  take  part  with  their  comrades, 
they  were  not  ordered  into  action.  His  company  remained  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boston  until  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  British, 
after  which  they  were  employed  in  different  localities,  as  their  ser- 
vices were  needed.  Mr.  Ingraham  was  in  the  army  for  a  consid- 
erable period,  and  when,  at  last,  ho  was  honorably  discharged,  he 
received,  as  the  writer  has  heard  him  remark,  the  balance  then 
due  for  his  services,  in  continental  currency,  so  nearly  worthless, 
that  at  the  first  place  on  his  way  homeward,  where  he  could  procure 
any  food  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  hunger,  he  paid  sixteen  dollars 
of  his  hard  earnings — two  mouths'  [Kiy --for  tvro  pounds  of  green 
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Among  iho  incivlents  of  Mr.  Iiigrubnm's  milinrj  ?ervice.  Le  used 
to  rclite  rlic  fallowing  :  Oa  one  occas'.oa  ^vhon  he.  ns  v.  c-'Tporal 
ill  cliiirgo  of  two  or  tliroe  mciij  ^vas  orJcroa  lo  Jo  pi-:-I:et 
Jury  U'jiiV  a  convenieiit  binbiiig  placO;  his  men  expic—;.  1  a  strong 
(losire  to  be  inuulgou  ^vi:li  the  cpponuniiy  of  citjayiiig  u  :tb.  llo 
reinonitrute^^  lest  the  oiQcor  of  the  gaar*l  should  fiud  iliem  absonc 
iTOh\  Uijlr  oost^.  lie  at  length,  ho^ve\•e^,  yielJed  to  thoir  iinpor- 
tiiidij.  Luc  ^vhile  they  \vero  ciijoying  lif-dr  huih  lie  dbeovercd  the 
ofhcer  approaehing,  aud  called  to  his  lucn  to  iiasteu  to  their  places, 
Th:y  be;r_ed  a  niomerit  to  dresS;  but  he  said  'xso.  t.ilvC  your  places 
y<7u  are."'  They  veizv.d  their  niui;l:ets.  and  each  tojk  his  station 
as  he  cume  n-om  the  Trater.  The  oaicer'  arrivC'L  stopped  a 
moirieiit.  surveying  the  inen,  and  then  turnirig  to  Ingraham,  said. 

CorpontL  I  see  your  men  arc  naheu.  i:o\v  h  that  The  reply 
was.  --Tliey  Tvero  born  so,  sir.*'    \)  ith  a  smile  the  oGIeer  passed  on. 

Though  Mr.  Ingraharn  enjoyed  but  slighd  advauuiges  for  early 
education,  his  natural  cndovrineiits  Trero  saperior.  P-j-sessing  ipnick 
discernment,  ■wonderful  rcteniiveness  of  nicmory.  and  an  hrsatiablo 
thirst  for  knowledge,  he  acv[uired  extensive  general  incelligenco  ; 
Was  ouou  called  to  fiU  to^'^n  etnces :  was  a  saf\j  lidviser:  peculiarly 
sociable  and  amiable  in  all  his  relalioi^s :  and  lived  and  died  an 
honest  man  and  a  humble  Christian,  lie  was  the  faiher,  and  this 
farm  was  the  birth-place  of  ilev.  Ira  Ingraham. 

The  v.QXt  farm  southward  of  Mr.  Ingr;.h.am.  as  originally  settled, 
was  that  of  Ethan  Andrus.  It  is  not  easy  to  detcrniino  when, 
lie  was  hero  as  early  as  17TT,  as  intireated  on  a  preecling  page^ 
where  he  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  c./L^.pany  of  settlers  who  retired 
ax^er  the  surrender  of  Ticonderoga  to  I'urgoyne.  Eat  he  probably 
was  not  a  laud-holder  earlier  than  1T>-L  Between  that  date  and 
1700,  lio  purchased  lau'ls  from  his  brother  Eldad,  ITathan  Foot  Jr.., 

•  Abijah  and  Uri  Foot  and  James  D<yaglass,  amounting  collectively 
to  ru'/ic  than  three  handrod  acres.  Of  this  purchase,  he  exchanged, 
in  IS'jS,  '-two  hundred  aud  twelve  acres,  e:vchuiyc  of  highways," 

"with  Darius  2vla tthevrs.  This  farm,  with  some  variations,  is  the 
same  on  which  the  writer  now  lives.  Mr.  Andrus  erected  upon  it 
his  ilr^t  fi-aui'-d  h-'-'cc  ab  jut  sixty  r^jds  north  of  one  which  he  aUer- 
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■wards  buiitj  and  v<liich  still  remains,  occupied  bv  tlic  writer*^  fa:^,i-  \ 
ilj.  Here,  for  sever-jil  years,  'Mr.  Andnis  kept  a  tavern.  lie  :  \ 
actiyely  participated  in  tbc  religious  and  secular  affairs  of  tiie  town^  ^  !; 
and  ivas  an  enterprising  and  iniluential  citizen.  He  was  tlic  fldhcr,  \  ! 
and  tbis  was  the  biitb-place  of  Ilev.  Josepb  11.  Andrus.  tbo  iir^i  ^  \ 
agent  of  the  ximerican  Colonization  Society  to  Africa,  of  TrboDi  a  ;  ; 
.   brief  biograpliical  sketch  will  be  found  on  another  page. 

The  pitches  of  Dr.  Ka.than  .'Foot,  amounting  to  about  six  hundred    i  J 
acres,  hayo  already  been  alluded  to,  but  are  again  mentioned,  that  J 
^SQ  may  note  more  particularly  the  location  of  his  sons,  D^miel,  j 
Nathan,  Abijah   and  Uri.      lie  had  three  other  sons,  Isaac  S.,  1 
Thomas  and  William,  -^vho  probably  did  not  settle  in  Cornvvall. —  i 
One  of  his  daughters,   Partlu?nia,   a  maiden  lady,  still  living  in    f  ■ 
Cvayuga,  N.  Y..  informs  me  that  her  father  gave  each  of  his  sons     '  | 
iifty  a-cres  of  land.     Daniel,  after  the  vy-ar.  made  a  pitch  f.>r  liim-    ;  i 
self  on  the  cast  side  of  the  higlnvay,  embracing  land  now  owned  by  , 
Henry  Lane,  and  much  of  tlic  homestead  of  E.  R.  Iiobbins.     His     I  ^ 
first  log  cabin  was  located  by  a  spring,  a  few  rods  east  of  Mr.Lane's  4 
house.  I 
/•  Daniel  Foot  was  in  Cornwall  before  the  vrar,  but  earlj^  enli.-,ted  I 
/into  a  company-  of  mounted  rangers,  and  was  of:en  employed  in 
/    extremely  perilous  service.     lie  v;as  a  fearless  n^an,  exceedingly 
fond  of  adveniurc,  and  akviiys  roadty  to  encour. tor  any  danger  to 
which  his  durj  as  a  soidior  exposed  him.      lie  us:d  to  relate  that^ 
on  one  occasion,  aficr  a  severe  skirrairdi,  in  which  his  companion" 
were  citlioi  Lililed  or  dispersed,  he  was  reduced  to  tiie  necessity  of 
cooking  hi.-  mjccasins  fjr  f  jod,  supplying  their  place  with  others 
made  fi'om  a  part  of  his  blanket.     Being  in  the  vicinity  of  Ticon- 
deroga,  when  it  was  surrendered  to  Burg'-'vne,  he  and  one  of  his 
comrades  were  despatclied  to  vrarn  the  settlers  of  Cornwall  of  their 
\  danger,  and  aid  them  in  escaping  to  a  place  of  safety.     After  the 

I  v?ar,  Mr.  Foot  returned  so  Cornwall,  settled  on  the  land  above  named, 

■  and  becume  a  p-rmancn:  ivj.i.ieiiC,  employed  during  a  lite  protracted 

!       "      to  extreme  age  in  ti-e  ^-e;K;e!hl  pursuits  of  husbandry.      He  died 
1  August,  -did.  aged  eigiity-nine. 

I  Nathan  I-j-i  Jr.   :,s.^:uv  annd  ln^  tadicr  to  Cornwall,  and  in 


aildiuon  to  Ids  father  3  donation  of  land,  purchased  of  him  one  hun- 
dred and  twency-iive  acres.  Lesldcs  pitching  some  lots  on  his  own 
account.  lie  built  upon  the  bcaiAtiful  site  still  occupied  by  his 
daughter,  ^laria.  For  many  years  ho  kept  a  tavern,  his  house  be- 
ing verj'  conveniently  situated  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers. 
He  died  jSTov.  16th,  1S29,  aged  sixty-seven,  lie  was  the  father  of 
Lucius  C.  Foot^  J^^'P;  ^■'to  of  Cayuga,  1\.  Y. 

Abijah  Foot  built  on  the  corner  just  above  the  present  dwelling 
of  Charles  11.  Tonl  After  occupying  the  hou.ic  a  low  years,  ho 
sold  to  Daniel  Campbell,  a  physician,  who  also  k^jpt  a  store  north 
of  his  house,  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  cidcr-milL  Uri  Foot  ap- 
pears to  have  been  joint  owner  with  Abijah.  as  the  deed  to  Camp- 
bell was  signed  by  both — a  joint  conveyance,  Cai.'pf'tjll  ul-jj  pur- 
chased; of  tiie  Foots,  the  land  north  to  the  line  of  A.  A.  r;s*:,  and 
the  land  east  of  the  main  road  to  MiddLbury,  now  o^vncil  by 
C.  II.  Ford.  In  1707,  Campbell  sold  thh  proi-eriy  to  Dr.  Fred- 
eric Ford,  sen.,  vrho  occupied  the  house  until  1817,  whr-n  in  con- 
nection with  his  son,  the  late  Dr.  Ford,  he  built  the  spnciou^  nnm- 
sion  new  occupied  by  his  grandson  above  named.  jVliijah  F>yA  diod 
in  Cornwall  in  1705.  Uri  died  in  1S41,  at  Cay^iga.  N.  Y., 
whither  he  removed  after  having  resided  a  lew  years  in  Cii:a  lotto  in 
this  State.  The  other  sons  of  Dr.  Foot  died — Jccse  at  Cbit-cnango, 
Is.  Y.,  in  1S4S  ;  William  in  1815,  at  St.  Albans,  Vt:  a!]'l  Thomas 
was  lost  at  sea  in  ISli). 

Millicent,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Foot  married  Jedediah  Durfey,  who 
settled  on  a  fifry  acre  lot  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  a  little 
south  of  Eldad  Andrus. 

Korth  of  Abijah  Foot,  Samuel  Dartholomcw  from  Watertown. 
Conn.,  in  17SG,  bought  of  Nathan  Foot  Jr.,  a  fifty  acre  lot  on  the 
east  side  of  the  road,  on  which  A.  A.  Fisk  now  lives.  He  also 
purchased  at  a  later  date  a  few  acres  of  Ephraim  Andrus,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  road,  which  still  belongs  to  ^Ir.  Fisk's  firm. 
Having  cleared  some  ilfteen  or  twenty  acres,  ho  devoted  hin^.self 
exclusively  to  the  raising  of  fruit — apples,  pears,  peaches,  grapes 
^:^nd  c]n:'.5tnuts.  ,  His  whole  clearing  was  thus  cmployc'l;  exce[it  three 
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or  four  ceres  rcscrveil  to  furnisli  bay  tor  hi?  covfs.  IJis  orch'arl^. 
abounded  in  fine  apples,  cspociallj  in  tlio  Early  Bovy-  au'^  ^  =  - 
Sweet  varieties,  wbicii  perliaps  lie  should  liave  the  credit  cf 
introduced  into  this  vicinity.  His  ]3cacliC3  were,  for  a  f:w  year^. 
productive,  bar  soon  decayed,  eitlier  because  of  the  eplietiii:--!'!  clsir- 
acter  of  tlie  friiil",  or  of  tlie  ri^ior  of  tlio  climate,  iiis  puir-  v. ere 
more  pernianent,  and  some  of  his  grape  vines  continue  to  this  day. 
His  cl  ICS  la  at-  trees,  tboiigli  maintaining  a  thrifty  gro-^Ub,  ba^e 
never  proved  very  productive.  In  the  dense  forest  v/hich  cov  k\I 
most  of  b'is  farm  while  lie  regained  its  owner,  he  cleared  sevail 
little  patches  of  a  few  rods  each  and  planted  them  to  fruit  trees  ol'I 
vines.  The  intent  of  this  proceeding  probabb/  was  to  rscenaiii, 
by  cxperhvLent,  whether  the  protection  thus  afiorded  by  the  sur- 
rounding foi'cst  might  not  be  favorable  to  the  growth  of  peaches  and 
grapes:  tvro  kinds  of  fruit  v^iiicli  he  was  especially  anxious  to  rai-o. 

Mr.  Eartholomew  vfas  accounted  amonoj  his  nei;ihbors  a  man. 
of  eccentricities,  some  of  which,  as  his  farm  adjoined  my  father's,  I 
had  in  my  childhood  many  opportunities  of  witness! ug.  In  a  spring 
near  his  house,  he  kept  some  fishes  which  vrere  trained  to  come  at 
his  call,  to  be  fed.  Jlis  cows  also  were  trained  to  corne  at  Ins  call, 
whenever  he  took  his  stand  at  his  back  door  and  repeatt^l 
their  names.  His  haying  lie  was  accustomed  to  do  with  his  ov;n 
unaided  hau'ls.  Sonrotinies  he  vfould  cut  and  put  up,  in  compact 
and  well  trimmed  cocks,  nearly  his  whole  crop  before  moving  any 
part  of  it.  This  done,  he  would  tie  up  a  cock  at  a  time,  and  carry  it 
upon  his  back  to  his  stack,  f3r  his  hay  was  too  remote  from  his 
dwelling  to  be  con vcjaxl  thither  vritli  his  facilities  for  transportatioi}, 
he  returned  tor  another  and  another  to  the  end  of  his  labor.  "When 
Lis  stack  became  too  high  for  him  to  place  his  hay  upon  it  while 
standing  on  the  ground,  he  used  a  ladder.  "When  his  hay  was  all 
gathered,  and  his  stack  conipletcd,  he  was  accustomed  to  go  to  the 
mount'jiri,  and  bri::g  thence  a  back  load  of  white  birch  bark,  with 
which  r.e  rovild  ii  over.  It  used  to  be  said  tiiat  on  one  occa- 
sion, when  ho  saw  a  sho^ver  approaching,  he  hastened  to  his  house, 
brought  his  \,  dc's  uml^rcl-ia,  and  stuck  it  in  the  top  of  his  newly 
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Mr.  BartliolomcYr  hnd  a  peculiar  aversion  to  being  dcpen<]eiit  on 
others  for  auglit  that  lie  could  accomplish.  uTiiiided.  As  an  illustra- 
lion  the  following  incident  may  be  mentioned.  On  one  occasion,  my 
iiiibcr  with  several  men  vrere  at  work  in  a  field  adjoining  the  mead- 
ow  of  Mr.  Bartholomew,  in  which  nearly  his  whole  crop  of  hay  was 
ready  for  the  stack.  As  our  team  was  standing  unemployed,  my 
father  :said  to  Mr.  Bartholomew  who  was  carting  his  hay  after  his 
iashion.  upon  Lis  own  back  :  My  team  is  standing  idle, 
and  if  yon  please,  one  of  my  men  may  go  over  \vith  it  and  help 
move  your  hay.  It  vvill  save  you  much  time  time  and  labor.'' — 
'■]S'o,  I  thank  you,"  was  his  reply.  "I  shall  accomplibh  it  myself 
^^■very  comfortably." 

Mr.  Bartholomew  was  attached  to  the  Jlethodist  denominationj 
and  was  accustomed  to  attend  meeting  in  Middlebnry,  there  being 
at  the  time  no  mxeeting  of  the  kind  in  Cornvrall,  lie  always  walked 
to  meeting,  and  in  summer,  carried  his  shoes  in  his  hand  until  he 
ncarcd  the  place  of  meeting,  when  he  put  them  on  u'^  respectful  to 
the  place  and  the  com.pany. 

Tie  was  a  social  man,  and  possessed  muck  general  intelligence. — • 
Often  he  spent  his  winter  evenings  at  my  fatlicr's,  always  taking 
the  precaution  before  leaving  homo,  to  fill  his  pockets  with  luscious 
apples,  by  way  of  indulging  his  fondness  for  contributing  to  tho 
enjoyment  of  others. 

Mr.  Bartholom^ew  was  much  given,  witluil,  to  writing  poetry.  In 
tlie  loft  of  his  barn  which,  was  rarely  used  for  any  other  purpose,  he 
was  wont  to  court  his  Muse,  and  record  the  measures  she  indited. 

lie  early  published  a  volume  of  poetry  of  nearly  a  hundred 
l-'iges,  entitled  ^-Wili  Wittling,  or  the  Spoiled  ChJld."'*  It  exhib- 
its in  homely  phraseology,  but  mostly  in  euphonious  rhymes,  a  cor- 
rect picture  of  the  eilects  of  foolish  parental  partiality  and  indul- 
gence, as  sometimes  seen  in  fostering  the  passions  of  the  child, which, 
unrestrained  lead  to  crime,  to  iufimj  and  sometimes  to  tho  scaffold. 
I  (juote  a  few  lines  : — 

*  Of  this  voluir.c,  I  know  >ji  but  a,  single  copy,  an  1  that  iu  a  dilapidated  coa- 
dilioLi.    He  coranoso*.]  aavt'uor  yoIuuk';  it  id  said,  vihkh  wh;?  uijvcr  printed. 
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*'  When  truant  farcy  go  ins  asceii'lcncc 
Blind  guides  will  olibr  their  attendance 
And  reason  gro^rn  as  blind  as  they, 
No  more  can  hold  its  proper  svfay. 
Nor  will,  if  blinded,  interpose. 
Credulity  a  leader  groiv?, 
And  representing  falseliood  true. 
Assent  is  given  thereunto. 


Tuls  guide  ijabituates  the  mind  1 
To  folio vv,  as  it  is  incliiied, 
Deceptive  cheats,  VYithout  saspense^ 

A-ud  Ecorn  iinpfirdal  evi.lcuce.  '  f 


If  lying  fancy  is  our  g^dide, 
And  Reason's  dictates  laid  aside, 
"We  willingly  beGome  deceived,  || 
JS'or  seek  to  have  our  minds,  relieved."  &| 


A  specimen  of  Islv.  Bartholonjcw's  impromptu  rliyiiies  is  pre-  ( 
served  in  Judge  Swift's  history  of  jMidJlebury,  Tdiicli  I  take  the 
liberty  to  copy.    It  was  offered  at  a  Cliristmas  festiyal  at  the  house 
of  Judge  Painter^  in  1787. 

*'  Tills  place  called  MidJlebury  Falls, 
Is  lil'-ic  a  city  without  v;all3  ; 
Surrounded 'tis  by  hemlock  trees, 
"Which  shut  out  ail  its  enemies. 
Tiic  pov  wow  now  on  Clrristnias  day 
^iVhicii  niach  resembles  Indian's  play, 
I  think  Vi'ill  never  be  iorgotton, 
Till  all  the  hemlock  trees  are  rotten.'* 

Having  been  disappointed  in  raising  the  fruits  ho  desired,  especi- 
ally peaches  and  grapes,  Mr.  Bartholomew  removed  about  1812  to 
Kentucky,  where  ho  resided  until  his  decease  several ,  years  after- 
wards, his  only  daughter  having  become  the  wife  of  one  of  the  Gcv- 
orners  of  that  Commonwealth.  Mr.  B.  sold  to  a  Mr.  Breckenridge 
of  Charlotte,  who  soon  sold  to  Abraham  Williamson,  in  w^hosc  hands 
the  fiirm  remo,ir.ed  until  bis  death.  In  the  settlement  of  his  estate, 
it  was  assigned  to  his  daughter^  Mrs.  Fisk. 
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CHAPTER  YII. 

LOCAIIOX    OF    SETTLERS, — ELLJAII    DUEFEY — ELTSIIA  liURLBUT-— 
THOMAS    PRITCHARD — JAMES   LANE— THOMAS     TOLMAX,  FIRST 

SETTLED  MIXISTER — SA^IUEL  EEXTON — JEREMIAH  ROCKWELL  

DAVID  PARKILL — JOHN  ROBBINS— -ABRAIIA.AE  RALCOM — STEniEN 
IIOLLEY — ASA  WOODWARD — CALVIN  TILDEN— LUTHER  TILDEX — 
W^M.  BAXTER — DAVID  DAGGETT — ISAAC  KELLOvJG — ABIAL  ROGERS, 
ABIAL  LINSLEY — LE3IUEL  PEEI — -DANIEL  RICHARDSON — STEPHEN 
TAMBLINQ — ISAIAH  GILBERT — LEMUEL  TAMBLIN<';. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  road^  between  the  land  of  Mr.  Eartliolo- 
JAGw  and  Nathan  Foot  Jr.,  Elijah  Durfcy  settled  at  a  very  early 
daj.  Durfey  wns  a  cooper  and  was  devoted  to  that  busiriess.  lie 
S'dd  a  part  of  his- lot  to  Dtmiel  How,  who  built  just  north  of  Mr. 
Eoot,  on  land  now  belona:iu^  to  Charles  R.  Ford.  .The  traces  of 
oih  houses  are  still  visible. 

The  farm  on  which  Julius  Ilurlbut  now  lives,  was  originally 
pitched  by  Nathan  Foot  sen.,  and  his  son  Daniel.  Most  of  it  was 
sold  by  Nathan  Foot  to  Elizabctii  Avery  in  17SG,  and  the  remain- 
der she  boudit  of  Daniel  Foot  the  year  following;.  In  1789.  she 
s<jld  to  Eiisha  Ilurlbut,  the  deed  having  the  joint  signatures  of 
heiielf  and  her  husband,  Eoger  Avery. 

Eiisha  Ilurlbut  was  from  Canaan.  Conn.  IIo  first  settled  in  the 
Tvest  part  of  the  town,  but  haviLg  pure;r.:.:cd  the  farm  above  named, 
removed  to  it.  and  lived  upon  it  until  his  deee;i,-e.  He  was  in  mil- 
naj'v  service  in  the  revoluLunarv  wax.  but  the  character  or  duration 
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of  his  service,  I  hive  not  been,  able  to  ascertain.  His  vvidow  draw? 
a  pension.  lie  reared  a  large  family  of  children.  He  viiis  dro^vn- 
ed  near  the  * -three  mile  briJ^JO*'  in  MidJlebury,  in  1824.  ai'cd 
04  years, 

Timothy  Baker  settled  on  the  lot  opposite  Ellsha  IIurFout,  wbleli 
was  originally  surveyed  to  Truman  Wheeler.  lie  had  a  largo 
family.  After  his  decease,  which  occurred  about  1812,  his  tarni 
was  sold  to  William  Gurlbut,  its  present  ownei'.  The  first  house  of 
Mr.  Baker  vfas  located  on  the  old  road  elsewhere  mentioned,  some 
twenty  or  thirty  rods  east  of  the  present  highv/ay,  aficr  the  opening 
of  which  he  sold  the  land  east  of  it  to  Ellsha  Hurlbut,  and  built 
the  house  in  which  "William  Hurlbut  now  lives. 

The  small  lot  next  south  of  Ebsha  ITurlbut,  now  o\nied  by  Sh u- 
bael  Ripley,  was  settled  in  1701. by  Thomas  Pritchard,from  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  who  purchased  of  Timothy  Baker  and  Daniel  Foot. 
Mr.  Pritchard  built  his  first  house  on  the  eoxtside  of  the  lot  upon 
vrhat  was  then  the  main  road.  He  was  a  blacksmith,  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  that  business.  Ho  sold  to  Daniel  Huntington  in 
1805,  who  soon  sold  to  Ambrose  Judd,  also  a  blacksmith,  who  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  owner. 

The  farm  of  Henry  Lane,  next  south  of  i^Ir.  Eipley,  has  alrcadj^ 
been  mentioned  as  made  up  mostly  of  the  pitch  of  Daniel  Foot,  who. 
sold  to  James  Lane  from  Mansfield.  Conn.,  in  IbOO.  BJr.  Lane 
dicvl  in  July  of  that  year,  and  '>va3  succeeded  by  his  son  Jo>>, 
who  died  in  18G0  at  the  a:io  of  72,  havimr  been  a  cheerful  and  firm 
supporter  of  secular  and  religious  order,  and  a  valuable  citizen.  It 
may  be  remarked  in  regard  to  this  farm,  that  the  portion  of  it 
about  thirty  or  f  jrty  rods  in  width,  lying  cast  of  the  present  high- 
way, belouge'l  originally  to  the  ministerial  right,  the  northern  part 
of  which  boun'lcd  on  the  east  by  tlie  line  of  the  old  road,  embraced 
also  the  lands  now  ovfned  west  of  the  present  road,  by  Henry  Lane, 
L  and  A.  Searls  and  Dr.  Porter. 

The  minister's  lot  of  three  hundred  o.cres,  assiiined  to  Thomas 

'  O    . .  —  -   ■ 

Tolman  as  the  fir^t  settled  mini.-tor,  besides  the  lands  just  men- 
tioned, embraced  the  farm  now  owned  by  Elias  D.  Pritchard.  Tlds 
was  sold  by  M;\  Tolman  to  Jo;i^'ph  Doggeii.  fi'om  -syhom  the  title 
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I  ,<:^?d  tlirough  several  hands  to  its  present  owner-    Mr.  Tolman's 
'  It  »ej3  also  covered  the  farm  of  the  late  Tbompson  Potter,  vsiih  a 
I  -  rvdtion  of  tvfo  and  a  half  acres  for  a  '''meeting  house  green,  or 
'p.nion/ '    This  farm  vv'as  sold  bj  Mr.  Tolman  to  Lewis  and  James 
M  J  Donald:  bj  them  to  Winant  "Williamson;  by  him  to  Sylvester 
>tt ;  by  him  to  llev.  Jedediah  Busbncll.    Each  of  these  convey- 
'^c^s  recognizes  the  reservation  of  the    meeting  house  green," 
'  'I  to  that  'ivhicli.  transferred  the  land  to  IMr.  BushnelL 
Mr,  Tolnian  built  on  that  part  of  his  land  jicar  the  commoDj 
rposing  evidently,  as  that  was  the  proposed  location  of  the  meet- 
in^  house,  it  vrould,  of  course,  be  the  site  of  a  vilLigc.    His  house 
occupied  by  Mr.  Bushnell  till  about  the  year  181G,  when,  with 
liberal  aid  from  his  people  in  the  way  of  materials  and  labor,  he 
ei  ected  the  house  which  he  afterward  occupied,  and  which  is  now 
'""jcupied  by  the  family  of  the  late  Thompson  Potter. 

Samuel  Benton  in  1T8T  bought  of  Mr.  Tolman  all  the  ^'minis- 
terial right,  pitched  and  unpitched,  excepting  two  hundred  acres." 
Belying  upon  this  title  he  pitched  fifty  acres  of  land  lying  north 
of  the  road  leading  to  David  Parkill's,  now  owned  by  E.  R.  Bob- 
bin-, the  heirs  of  Thompson  Potter  and  Dr.  !\L  0.  Porter,  and 
a^  out  the  same  quantity  west  of  the  main  road, running  north  to  Tni- 
L.an  Wheeler,  and  west  to  Dr.  Ford  sen.  ISTcar  a  spring  on  the 
i^ciih  side  of  the  road  to  Mr.  Parkili's  and  just  east  of  Dr.  Por- 
ter's orchard,  he  built  a  log  house  in  v.hich  he  lived  a  year  or 
or  two,  and  in  1789  sold  to  Jeremiah  Kockwell.  lie  also  built  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  road  the  spacious  but  somewhat  n"lapidate<l 
barn,  which  still  remains,  at  present  in  the  occupancy  of  }^Ir.  Pot- 
ter's fimily.  Samnie^-  Benton  first  settled  on  the  Creek,  and  is  on 
that  account  reckoned  an  early  settler  of  iMiddlebury.  He  remain- 
ed there,  however,  but  a  short  time,  wdien  he  rcrnovcd  to  this  town, 
lie  is  mentioned  in  the  records,  at  diGbrent  periods,  as  Captain, 
Colonel  and  General  Benton,  and  vrtis  for  several  years  very  active 
in  town  ouices.  Xo  other  inhabitant  of  Cornwall  perhaps  ever 
o^Tued  so  much  land.  His  surveys  of  pitches,  in  all  parts  of  the 
town,  based  upon  original  rights  which  he  claimed  to  have  pur- 
chased, wholly  or  in  part,  cover  pages  of  the  Prupriotors'  rccoi>ls. 
7 
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and  bis  deeds  giren  vavI  received  -sv-ould  fill  a  consideralnc  Yoluiiit. 
He  was  olso  tl-.c  cLiim-ant  of  nimierous  lots  of  land  in  some  of  the  . 
adjacent  towns. 

He  bec;iU!o  evontunlly  involved  in  purploxing  nnd  e  a  pensive  liti- 
gation, i^rowin^  oi.t  of  Li.^  land  speculations,  ai-u  tbonp;li  bo  11  v«;'; 
to  advanced  oge.  hi.?  last  days  were  attended  with  en!buiras-.:nic;..l 
and  depression.  J]  o  i-'^moved  from  town  many  years  befoi-e  bis  de- 
cease. There  will  be  frequent  occasion  to  mention  bis  name  iu 
noti?!^  the  Location  of  otbier  settlers. 

Jeremiah  Eochwell  became  a  permanent  settler  on  the  f-dvni 
which  he  purcbarc-l  of  Benton,  and  built  on  the  west  side  of  the 
road.  Tlis  first  frame dioiise  gave  place,  many  years  bince,  to  thiit 
which  Dr.  Porter  has  recently  remodeled  nnd  greatly  improved.  ]}dr. 
Eockwell,  if  liviniz.  resides  in  Canada,  Two  of  bis  :^ons  entered 
the  ministry — Bev.  Daniel  lioekwell.  a  Congregationalist ;  and  ilev. 
Orson  Eockwell;  a  l^aptist. 

In  May.  1TS4,  David  Parkill  from  Weston,  Mass.,  pitched  one 
hundred  acres,  on  vibich  his  son  David  now  lives.  He  First  settled 
in  Kutlandj  but  flndliig  the  title  to  bis  purchase  nefeotive,  he  fell  in 
witli  the  current  of  irnmigraiion  -which  that  year  vras  setting 
strongly  toward  Cornvv-ilL  lie  built  his  fu^st  cabin  near  the  site 
of  the  present  buildin_^.  In  si-i-jting  bis  farm,  c-iid  erecting  bis 
fir^t  bouse,  he  supposed  be  was  up.n  the  line  of  wb^^c  would  be  the 
maiti  north  and  south  road  ibrougii  liic  town. 

rdr.  Parkill  was  so\'eral  years  in  the  army  ;  served  with  Masja- 
cbusetts  troops  eighteen  months  ;  was  in  ISew  York  on  the  arrival 
of  the  British  f:>rces.aDd  was  at  the  battle  of  Bennington.  lie  enlist- 
ed a  second  time,  and  for  liis  protracted  services,  bis  v/idow,  who 
lived  to  the  very  advanced  age  of  01  years^received  a  pension, his  own 
death  having  occurred  before  the  tardy  gratitude  or  justice  of  our 
country  bad  offered  this  provision  for  the  comfort  of  her  brave 
defenders.  A  beauiiiul  cuu  tree  now  stands  near  the  ]iouse  of  Mr. 
Parkill,  towering  v-'in-j  sixty  f.;et  or  more  in  height,  on  which  Mrs. 
Parkill  for  many  ycai's  afcer  she  connnenced  housekeeping,  used  to 
sprend  articles  of  c^  -tbirig  to  dry.  Though  she  lived  near  a  ccntary, 
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•.he  tree  v{hldi  began,  life  about  the  same  period  as  herself,  still 
■ivcs  in  vigorous  and  hearty  gro^'th. 

The  farm  of  John  Eobbins,  now  owned  by  his  son  Ebonezcr  lu 
jt'bbins.  situated  ju=t  north  of  David  PiirkiU's,  "wli?,  as  ah'eadv 
•-.timati'd,  a  part  of  the  pitch  of  Daniel  Foot,  'Sir.  Pcobbins  vras 
l^orn  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  but  came  to  Ccrnwali  from  Aniherst, 
M:i33.,  and  made  his  purchase  in  1T9S.  He  died  in  ISSl,  aged 
7.3  jeari. 

The  small  lot  on  the  esst  side  of  the  road,  now  o^vncd  by  Chas. 
R.  Ford,  just  south  of  the  school  hous^c,  was  a  part  of  tlic  farm  of 
John  IJoiley.  This  lot  wa^  sohl  by  Mr.  Iloliey  to  Winint  Wil- 
liamson:  by  Williamson  to  Cone  Andrus,  n  house  carpenter,  unu 
by  hiiQ  sold  to  Abraham  Balconi  vdio  f^Jilowed  tlio  same  employ- 
ment. The  dwelling  vras  the  fust  meeting  ii0u,~e,  erected  by  the 
town  on  the  common  already  noticed  as  reserved  for  that  purpose-. 
After  it  ceased  to  be  used  as  a  house  of  wor.-;hip,  it  was  sold  to 
Abraham  I>alcom,  who  removed  it  from  the  oiher  side  of  the  vay 
and  converted  it  into  a  dwelling-house. 

To  the  farm  of  John  Holley,  now  occupied  by  Benj.  Parhill.  I 
again  allude  merely  to  notice,  lor  the  amusement  of  tlhi  reader,  the 
transitions  through  which  the  title  has  passed.  It  v>as  pitclied  by 
Samuel  Eenton.  and  sold  bv  him  to  Isaac  IvelL^'jcr :  bv  Kellocra;  to 
Ashbel  Cone  ;  by  Cone  to  W'rn.  Crocker ;  by  Crocker  to  Ste['hen 
llolley;  by  S.  Ilolley  to  John  Ilollcy :  by  John  lIuHey  to  Eli 
Everts:  by  Everts  to  Ephraim  Amlrus  ;  ky  Andrus  to  Win.  Siade : 
s.ssigned  to  Rebecca  Slada  as  alimony,  an-l  iidierited  by  her  soh 
Xorman  13.  Slado  ;  by  him  was  sold>to  Dand  B.  Kinney  ;  by  Kin- 
ney to  Truman  Eells,  and  by  Eells  to  Beni.  Barkill. 

It  would  be  possible  to  present  a  sindlar  list  of  changes  in  regard 
to  several  other  farms,  which  might  interest  some  readers,  but  the 
perusal  of  the  record  would  require  more  time  and  patience  than 
most  readers  can  commiand. 

The  farm  ct  Stephen  IhTdry  is  now  owned  by  David  Barkill. and 
E.  II.  Bobbins.  Mr.  Ilolley  possessed  an  athletic  frame,  and  great 
drmncss  of  purpose.  He  w.ls  one  of  tlie  detachment  of  soldiers 
Tvho  accompanied  Arnold  la  his  periloui  and  exhausting  march 
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through  the  wilderness  of  Maine  to  Quebec.  He  was  in  early  life 
a  carpentc)'.  and  many  of  the  ancient  buijvlinf:a  still  exhibit  tlie 
traces  of  lu6  vigorous  hand.    He  died  in  i8v5  uged  TO  years. 

The  farra  on  which  C.  B.  Baxter  and  his  mother  now  live,  was 
settled  by  Asa  Woodward,  who  bought  of  Samuel  Benton  in  1787.* 
From  his  bands  it  passed  to  Luther  Baxter,  thence  to  his  widow  and 
sonj  the  present  occupaut^. 

The  origjii;-.l  farm  of  Capt.  Calvin  Tilden,  on  what  is  kno^n  as 
"  the  isl::!Ddj''  was  obtained  by  venduo  title,  and  to  it  large  ad- 
ditioDS  were  fubsequenlly  made.  At  a  time  when  spinning  wheels 
lor  fiax  and  wool  were  mdispensable  in  every  iaiuily.  Capt,  Tilden 
was  largely  engaged  in  their  manufacture,  in  which  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Lutlier.  They  were  adopted,  like  those  who 
■used  them,  for  service,  and  wherever  in  tie  vicinity  these  i;seiul 
implements  are  found,  they  usually  bear  the   indelible  stamp  of 

Tilden."  The  southern  portion  of  the  f '.rra  havim^  been  deeded 
by  Calvin  Tilden  to  his  son  Luther,  the  remainder,  after  the  decease 
of  the  father,  passed  under  the  management  of  another  soi.\.  Levi 
F.  Tilden^  after  whose  death  rhe  whole  became  the  property  of  the 
present  ovrner.  Hon.  C.  G..  a  son  of  Luther  Tilden,  Judge  Tihlein 
after  having  served  two  years  as  assistant  Judge  of  the  County 
Court.  wa,3  elected  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District:  of  Addison, 
of  which  oliice.  by  repealed  re-electioxLs  he  still  rem^aiiis  the  incum- 
bent 

South  of  Luther  Tihieii,  William  Baxter  settled  on  a  lot  which 
he  bought  of  Mitchel  KiDgurjD,  in  1800 ;  since  owned  by  his  son 
Chauncey  Baxter,  by  the  Mesr^rs.  Bufus,  Horace  J.,  and  Loriu  C. 
Mead,  and  now  by  the  Hon.  Btollin  J.  Jones. 

On  the  extreme  south  part  of  the  island,  L>avid  Dairxet  boU'Tht  a 
lot  of  Mitchel  Kingman  in  1798,  and  settled  upon  it.     It  was  also 

♦Woo'lsvfsr  l  h-in  a  def^i  in  iLiii  d  iom  fi'oru  Samuel  Ileiiiori.  lie  also  Lad  a  deed 
of  the  same  b?i  1  fr'  m  a  cor'^'-t<.i  of  hnU  Ux,  iu  cci..:^'ierr!,tioa  of  Lis  having  hid 
n  oS  for  the  tas,  at  o.n  raictinri  -sale.  Several  similar  ctisos  occurred,  from  which 
we  may  infer  that  seniors  -»vhv'Vi  doubtful  respecting  rbc  validity  of  their  ti-tlea, 
cho:3  to  make  them  seoui-e,  by  acquirin:;  wliat  wr.s  commonly  called  a  *'  vendue 
till?/'   This,  Trli-.n  gircu  ia  corif;rini:y  vrith  la?r,  no  ot,e  t'l-csumed  to  queation. 
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-^jorarlly  occnpied  by  Henry  Dagget.      This  lot  was  afterward 
^  u  'X  by  Luther  Tilden,  aud  now  belongs  to  liis  son  Rev,  Lucius 
J  'lildeii. 

The  earliest  settler  of  whom  I  find  aiiy  nieation  as  rv'^siding  on 
'  place  of  the  late  Linus  Everts,  is  Isaac  Kellogg,     He  was 
.  loic  as  early  as  1785,  but  tlio  time  of  li is  conliiiuaiice  there  I 
.  nnat  ascertaia.    Mr.  Everts  resided  there  many  years,  repeatedly 
_  .  ,iag  the  town  as  cousiable  and  collector.      At  the  time  of  his 
hiJh  he  had  scarcely  passed  the  period  of  raiddle  age.    His  widow 
t'd  survives. 

xiie  hna  of  Judge  L'nsh^y,  whose  location  lias  already  beeu 
j^.^nLioned,  embraced  the  land  ou  which  the  meetiisg  house  stands^ 

ether  with  the  common  adjoining,  and  the  burying  ground.  The 
I  .Tion  and  the  site  of  the  meeting  house  were  his  gift.  For  the 
i  i:i  \  ing  ground  as  originally  laid  out,  (it  has  since  been  enlarged) 
he  r^'ceived  from  the  town  ''thirty-live  shillings  per  iicre.'' 

He  sold  to  Abial  Rogers  the  lot  north  of  the  burying  ground, 
Vihich  is  now  occupied  by  the  store  and  dwelling-house^  and  by 
the  buildings  of  Samuel  Everts,  Esq.  The  house  connected  with 
the  -ntore  was  built  by  Rogers,  who  established  himself  as  a  saddler 
and  harness  maker.  The  house  of  Mr.  Everts  was  subsequently 
built  by  Julius  Belong,  who  purchased  a  part  of  the  lot  as  a  build- 
I'lg  site,  and  established  hiicself  in  the  business  of  tanning  and 
^hoemaking.  His  tannery  was  located  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by 
the  aged  l^h.  Walker  Linsley,  and  his  son-in-law  iNIr.  Guernsey, 
and  his  shop  transformed  and  enlarged,  was  for  several  years  occu- 
pied by  Joseph  Myers  as  a  dwelling,  and  is  thus  used  by  its  pres- 
ent occupants. 

The  lot  on  which  Zebulon  Jones  no^v  lives,  was  bought  of  Judge 
Linsley  by  Nathan  Stowell,  from  Ash  ford.  Conn,  ,  who  came  to 
Cornwall  in  1796.  He  kept  a  tavern  on  the  premises  until  his 
deiith.  He  was  succeeded  by  John  Alvord,  C.  H.  Stowell,  Col. 
i-larmo':^.  Samson  and  several  ethers  for  sliort  periods.  Chauncey 
H.  Stowell  a  son  of  Nathan  Stowell,  erected  the  present  buildings, 
which,  ho%ever,  have  been  differently  arraiiged,  modified  and  im- 
proved by  subsocpient  owners,  particularly  by  Col.  Samson,  and 
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Sylvester  B.  Rockv^cll.  For  some  years  past '  the  hou^e  Las  not 
been  kept  open  ab  a  tavern. 

About  die  time  of  Judge  Linslej's  return  to  CornT;'o.n  after  the 
\^ar,  his  ^.itber.  Abial  Linsley  aiul  bis  brother  Abial.  became  hig 
fcllow-sotuers.     His  brother  at  first  jcineU  him  in  building  a  log 
-^^honse  sufiicientlj  spacious  to  accomriio'laie  two  fuuiilies,  and  when^ 
fci  at  length.  Judo;c  Linsley  built  the  house  in  which  A.  J.  Benedict 
/  novr  lives,  his  brother  Abial  built  iiuarlj  opposite,  on  the  site 
recently  occupied  by  Norman  B.   Shide,  and  Lovf  by  Joseph 
Bobbins.    After  a  few  years  residence  in  Cornwall,  Abial  Linsley 
remove  J  to  Augusta,  Oneida  Co.,  IS .  Y. 

Abial  Linsley  sen.,  as  I  am  informed  by  his  grandson,  Horace 
Linsley,  Esq.,  now  of  Barre,  N.Y.,  was  engage<I  before  the  revolu- 
tionary war.  in  trade  vath  the  Indians,  on  the  herders  of  B-ike  Erie. 
At  the  tinie  of  his  removal  to  Cornwall,  he  was  considerably 
advanced  in  years. ^  lie  died  in  1800,  aged  TO  years.  lie  built  a 
house  on  a  small  lot  just  north  of  Esq.Slade's,  nov>-  Reuben  P.liali's, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  road.    The  house  has  long  since  disappeared. 

On  or  near  the  ST;ot  now  occupied  by  Frederic  Frost  and  son, 
Lemuel  Pect,  a  vson-in-law  of  Ebenezer  Stebbins.  built  a  house  at 
an  early  day.  lie  died  recently  at  advanced  age.  His  widow  to 
whom  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  allude,  at  the  age  of  81:  years 
still  lives,  the  occupant  of  her  flitber's  dwelling.  j.emuel  Peet 
was  the  father  of  Rev.  Lyman  B.  Pect,  a  missionary  in  Ciiina. 

Tlie  homestead  of  Mr.  Stebbins  now  mostly  the  property  of  hi?? 
grundson,  Lorin  S.  Peet.  v, bo  resides  upon  it.  is  situated  about  half 
a  mile  eastward  of  the  school  house.  No.  o. 

The  house  now  occupied  by  Anna  Foot  was  built  by  Daniel  Bich- 
ardsou,  a  blacksmiih,  a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Stebbins. 

The  house  recently  owned  and  occupied  by  Chauncey  Ba.xter, 
was  built  by  Stephen  Tambling,  who  came  to  Cornwall  and  made  a 
pitch  the  year  after  tlic  war.  This  has  since  been  owned  by  Josiah 
T.  Scott  and  others. 

Very  nearly  opposite  on  the  east  side  of  the  road,  a  bouse  was 
erected  at  an  early  day  by  Isaiah  Gilbert,  for  many^'  years  an 
active  and  useful  citizen.    Mv.  Gilbert  livcl  to  CAtrcrnely  advanced 
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.  ;o  -bejrnl  90  years.  He  spent  his  last  years  with  bis  dutiful 
vi'  i'-"*  t<      Mrs.  Luther  Tilden  and  Mrs.  Joel  Linslcy. 

Li.  CO  aer  south  of  Stephen  Tanibling,  mi'h  hy  the  main 
^  i)L.tliha:  \Yliich  leads  to  Mr,  StoweirSj  Lerniicl  Tambling 
V-  ."iJ  a  lrui.>e  ^vhiob.  he  occupi<?<l  temporarily,  but  wliich  has  dis- 
.!p];La'''L 

.  Tj  n  rio-^-  owned  by  Chauncey  IT,  StovY'cll  was  embraced  in 
LO''^"]ii'^  ^urveys  of  Stephen  Ti'.r.j.bl-u\i?,  arid  Abial  I;insley  sen. 
It  may,  hovveverj  be  rernarlied,  that  it  is  apparent  from  an  exam-- 
inatiori  of  the  siirveyr.  and  deeds  of  these  fanas,  as  of  ninny  others, 
that  but  little  CaU  be  leariied  respecting  their  original  boundaries 
from  those  at  present  existing.  "When  in  a  new  eountry,  the  only 
land  raarlvS  noted  in  surveys,  are  peris]>able  sta-ldles'^  or  trees, 
vdihoiit  even  a  rook,  or  spring,  or  any  other  permanent  object,  to 
aid  in  fixing  the  starting  point  :  however  clear  the  boundaries  may 
have  been  to  the  surveyor  and  tho.:e  who  were  familiar  with  the 
ground,  it  is  obvious  that  to  all  others,  they  must,  in  the  lapse  of 
yearSj  become  undistinguishablOj  and  of  course  uncertain. 


66 


HISTORY  OF  CORNWALL, 


CHAPTER  YIII. 

LOCATION  OF  SETTLERS  CONTTNUED— -\VM.  BLADE — JESSE  CHIPMAN 

 JAMES  AND  XATIIAN  CAMPBELL— DR.  SOLOMON  FOOT  —BE^J, 

STEVENS- — WAIT  AND  TIMOTHY  SQUIER — SOLOMON  PLUME  — 
SHADRACII  NORTON — BENJ.  II,\LL BARZILLAI ,  STICKNEY  — 
DANIEL  AND  EZRA  SCOVEL—  JAMES  M.  DOUGLASS  AND  HIS  SONS— 
ELIAKIM  MALLORY— ELISHA  HELD,  SEN. — DEA.  ASAHEL  EIELD — 
ELISIIA  FIELDj  JR. — -  EBENEZER  NEWELL —  RICUARD  MINER  — 
HARVEY  BELL. 

Vnlliam  Slade  made  his  first  pitch  \yhere  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  ou  the  flirm  now  ovmed  hj  Reuben  P.  Hall.  He 
came  from  Yrashingtoa,  Conn.,  to  Clurendonj  Ratlaiid  Co.,  where 
he  resided  two  or  three  years,  and  in  1783,  oi  earlj  in  1784.  he 
removed  to  Cornwall.  His  farm  in  the  course  of  jears  became 
extensive,  made  up  in  part  of  pitches,  and  in  part  of  such  sections 
of  land  from  the  neighboring  farms  as  he  could  purchase.  His  first; 
cabin  was  built  south-east  of  the  present  dwelling,  near  the  anti- 
quated barn  which  still  remaina.  In  this  cabin  was  born  in  1T8G, 
his  oldest  son,  the  late  Governor  Slide.  After  the  erection  of  the 
dwelling,  in  which  he  afterward  lived,  he  opened,  and  kept,  for 
years,  a  house  of  public  entertainment. 

.Esq.  Slade,  soLaotimes  called  Col.  Slade  from  his  having  once 
been  a  militia  otncer,  possessed  vigorous  bodily  as  well  as  mental 
powers,  and  indomitable  energy.  By  the  choice  of  his  townsmen, 
he  early  took  an  active  part  in  the  management  of  town  affairs, 
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;.;rid  in  almost  every  oflicial  station  rendered  valuable  service  to  his 
•';How-citizoD3.  lie  was  regarded  by  tlicm  as  connxrtcnt  to  fill  any 
i^iiiec  in  -^vbich  liis  services  miglit  be  required.  lie  was  Sheriff  of 
liio  Connty  from  ISOl  to  ISll,  and  in  die  only  instance  in  vrliich 
il;  Las  been  my  lot  to  "^vitness  the  borbarous  })uuislimcnt  of  ^vhip- 
ping  criminals  with  the  ''cat  o'  nine  tails.''  the  hhvrs  were  laid  on 
'y  liis  order,  and  the  streaming  blood  loft  no  room  fjr  doubt 
iCopeeting  his  oflicial  feithfulncss. 

lie  vras  connected  vrith  the  army,  in  the  revolutionary  war,  but 
h.  what  capacity,  or  for  how  long  a  period,  cannot  now  be  ascer- 
tained. It  is  known  that  he  was  one  of  the  prisoners  on  board  the 
Jiotorious  Jersey  Prison  Ship,  and  that  by  an  iron  constitution,  ho 
was  sustained  through  suuering  which  proved  fatal  to  most  of  his 
orjmpanions. 

The  following  incident  related  to  nie  by  his  son  Norman  B. 
SladCj  proves  that  in  this  case,  as  in  others  not  unfrequently  occur- 
ring, a  stern  exterior  covered  a  warm  heart.  Some  years  belbre 
Esq.  Blade's  decease,  ho  had  occasion  to  go  to  K'cw  Hampshire, 
and  he  touh  his  son,  then  about  sixteen  years  old^  to  drive  his  team 
and  be  his  companion.  His  business  being  eccom^-dishod,  he  inform- 
ed liis  son  that  some  miles  aside  from  their  course  returning,  there 
lived  one  of  his  fellow  sufferers  in  tlie  Prison  Ship,  whom  lie  could 
not  allow  himself  to  pass  witlieut  an  interview.  Accordingly  as 
they  neared  his  house  and  drove  into  the  yard, lie  saw  his  oldfriend, 
o,tionded  also  by  a  son,  engnged  in  some  employment.  They  at 
'  ace  recoirnized  and  embraced  each  other,  with  emotions  too  stroma 
for  utterance :  and  hand  in  hand  v/ent  into  the  house  in  silence. 
The  recollection  of  their  former  sufferings,  so  far  overcame  them  as 
to  render  both  incapable  of  uttering  a  word.  They  stood  mutely 
clasping  each  other's  hands,  until  the  young  men  had  cared  for  the 
iiorrses  and  entered  the  house,  wdien  the  son  of  the  host  introduced 
^i;*-  c'riiigevs  to  hii  mother,  and  cxplaijicd  tliC  mystery, 

Esq.  Shido  was  a  man  of  public  spirit.  He  was  also  an  earnest 
I  iitichiu — an  c.-.-peciully  linn  supporter  uf  iho  opinions  and  mcas- 
01  ^ladioon  iu  re  for  once  to  the  war  of  i-:i2. 
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Another  incident  in  Lis  Listory,  a  topic  of  mucli  comment  an.: 
excitement  at  the  tiiiie.  may  interest  the  readvr. 

It  is  a  fiict  well  known,  that  daring  the  war  of  1812,  many  wh; 
were  opposed  to  it.  and  cared  move  about  the  gains  of  traffic  tbun 
the  support  of  non-intercourse  laws,  were  engaged  in  aniuggliiu: 
goods  from  Canada.  As  the  penalty,  in  case  of  the  detection  o' 
the  operators,  was  the  loss  of  their  goods  and  the  confiscation  oi  , 
their  teams,  of  whicii  custom-house  officers  enjoyed  a  liberal  share, 
the  prospective  gains  of  the  employment  induced  many  active  par- 
tisans of  the  r^dmin^itraiion,  actuated,  perhaps,  as  much  by  the  lovo 
of  money  as  of  country,  to  obtain  commissions  as  deputy  collectors 
of  customs.  Among  these  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  specially 
activC;  incited,  no  doubt,  in  part  by  his  earnest  political  zeal. 

Tlie  more  effectually  to  check  the  transit  of  contraband  goo'ls 
he  stretched  strong  chains  across  the  higluvay  during  th.e  night, 
just  south  of  his  house,  confident  tliat  tlicy  would  arrest  the  progress 
of  passers  by,  until  they  might  be  visited  and  examined.  But 

"  The  best  laid  sohemes  of  mice  and  men 
Gan;r  oft  :.^glej," 

Certain  men  not  having  the  fear  of  the  administration  or  its  sup- 
porters before  their  eyes,  improve'l  the  hours  of  a  dark  niglit  to 
detach  the  chains  from  their  tastenings,  and  remove  them  to  a  r(>cky 
pasture  south-east  of  the  house,  where  they  concealed  thera  in  a 
convenient  crevice  of  the  rock.  Search  for  them  vras  unavailing, 
and  in  the  midst  of  many  hard  v/ords,  and  more  bard  feelingSj 
one  young  mian  was  charged  vfidi  the  thefs:  was  arrested  andi 
brought  to  trial.  Much  eloquence  was  expended  in  depicting  the 
heinous  guilt  of  endeavors  to  defraud  the  revenue,  and,  in  so  doing, 
to  render  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  fjr  the  purpose  of  private 
gain.  The  trial  resulted  in  the  young  man's  acquittal.  Eut  no 
one  in  the  secret  disclosed  the  whereabouts  of  the  chains,  until  the 
owner  had  ceased  to  expect  tlieir  recovery.  iVfter  the  war  closed^ 
and  with  it,  further  occasion  for  tlieir  use  in  tlie  collection  of  rev- 
enue, an  anonymous  letter  infjrmed  the  owner  wlicre  he  might 
find  them,  secarely  cvi:cc'dod  on  hi-j  own  premises. 


I 


I  HISTORY  or  CORNWALL.  _  71 

(     \^:->t]icr  incident  in  Esc|U!rc  Sladc's  liistorv  may  interest  tlie 

I-  Xr  once  happened  that  liis  na^-ing,  which  vras  usually  done  up 
hv;di  tolerable  promptness,  v.'a3  in  arrears,  and  a  twenty  acre  field 
'A  rr:-S3  reraained  uncut;  after  the  hay  on  adjacem:.  farms  had  been 
;;.i'.eraily  secured.  A  company  of  his  .neighbors,  mostly  young  roen, 
partly  for  a  frolic,  and  partly  perhaps,  as  a  reproof  for  his  supposed 
;v;i:eknos3j  concerted  a  plan  to  go  in  the  night  and  quietly  mow  the 
n^/'d.  leaving  before  the  light  of  the  morning  should  reveal  their 
d'j'ngs.  They  ^vent,  and  before  the  break  of  day  the  vs'ork  ^^'as 
<ior>e.  As  they  "were  about  retiring;  confident  of  the  sui-prise  their 
n.ight's  employ nicnt  would  occasion^  they  unexpectedly  met  Escp 
Slade,  who  instead  of  manifesting  anger,  blandly  said  :  ^'  Gentle- 
men, I  have  been  a  witness  of  your  industry,  and  I  thank  you  for 
your  assistance.  iS!"ow,  as  you  have  done  me  a  favor  unsolicited,  I 
claim  the  privilege  of  asking  of  you  a  favor  in  return.  I  have  liad 
prepared  as  good  a  breakfast  as  my  house  can  furnish  :  it  is  now 
ready,  and  I  insist  on  your  going  in  to  enjoy  it  with  me."  IJis 
kindness  overcame  all  scruples,  and  they  accepted  his  invitation. — 
V/hilc  at  the  table,  ho  further  said  ;  "  Gentlemen,  the  grass  vrhich 
your  generosity  has  cut,  must- be  taken  care  of,  and  to  each  of  you 
who  will  remain  and  assist  in  this  work,  I  vrill  pay  a  silver  dollar 
at  the  close  of  the  day" — an  oiler  of  remuneration  which  at  that 
period  was  attractive.  A  sullioient  number  remained,  and  ■  be  hay 
v-as  secured.  I  have  this  narrative  from  the  late  Johial  Searls,  who 
V'-ns  one  of  the  company. 

The  dwelling  of  Esq.  Slade  was  the  birth  place  of  Rev.  Henry 
N.  Hudson,  who  was  graduated  at  Middlebury  College  in  ISiO. — 
Esq.  Slade  died  in  18'2G,  aged  TB  years. 

On  the  farm  west  of  Esq.  Shade's  up'jrj.  whicli  I\Irs.  ■  Sher- 
wood now  lives,  Jesse  Chipman  settled  in  17S8  or I  have 
already  had  occasion  to  notice  a  pitcii  of  Jesse  Chipman  in  1774, 
in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  adjoining  Aaron  Scott,  on  which  he 
I'Tobiibly  did  not  settle,  or  if  he  commenced  improvem.ents,  he  did 
not  return  to  them,  after  the  war.  He  remained  in  Cornwall  till 
l-^'U;  when  he  ^uld  to  Ethan  A.  Sherwood.  Esq.,  whose  residence 
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is  still  occupied  by  his  Tvidow,  and  by  liis  youngest  daughter,  Ih::. ; 
Joseph  DaiTget  and  her  f;imily. 

In  1783  James  and  Nathan  Campbell  settled  upon  a  lot  whici, 
is  embraced  in  what  has  been  since  known  as  the  Beniamin  Stovju^ 
farm.  They  each  built  a  log  house, — the  former  on  the  south  cor- 
ner formed  by  the  main  road  and  that  leading  to  -'StochweH's  Cor 
ner/'  now  V\'e3t  Cornwall :  the  latter  on  the  cast  side  of  the  inai:i 
road,  some  thirty  rods  further  south.  They  sold  to  Mr.  Stevens  in 
1793,  and  removed  from  town. 

The  site  on  wl.'ich  James  Campbell  built,  known  from  tjiat  cir- 
cumstance as  ••Campbeli's  Corner,''  was  afterwards  occupied  by  Dr. 
Solomon  Foot,  who  came  to  Cornwall  in  1792.  Previous  to  his 
location  there,  Dr.  Foot  had  been  several  years  devoted  to  prof^rs- 
sional  practice,  remaining  in  tlie  meantinie  umnarvjcd,  Auer  h:.j 
marriage  in  1798,  he  purchased  of  Stephen  A.  Tambling  a  small 
firm  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  to  West  Cornwall,  on  which  he 
lived  a  short  time.  But  for  his  greater  convenience  as  a  physician, 
he  removed  to  Campbell's  Corner,  vy'herc  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  remjoval  from  town.  This  was  the  birth-place  of  Hon, 
Solomon  Foot,  and  of  Jonathan  Foot,  M.  D.  To  the  father  and 
the  sons,  we  shall  have  occasion  to  allude — to  the  former  as  one  of 
the  professional  men  of  Cornwall—  to  the  latter  as  natives  who  liavo 
entered  professional  liiC.  with  honor  to  the  town  iliat  gave  them 
birth,  and  to  the  professions  they  have  severally  espoused. 

I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  here,  my  obligations  to  Grin 
Field,  Esq.,  for  many  of  the  following  facts  respecting. t!ie  location 
of  the  first  settlers  in  the  south  and  south-west  parts  of  the  town. 
The  memory  of  Maj.  Field  reaches  back  to  most  of  the  early  set- 
tlers, and  his  taste  for  such  researches  renders  his  statements 
reliable. 

Near  the  site  on  v>-hich  Eenjamin  Stevens  built  his  house,  now 
cccuplod  by  Major  Grin  and  his  son  Benj.  S.  Field,  Stephen  Tam- 
bling owned  a  fifty-eight  acre  lot,  which  he  conveyed  to  Mr.  Ste- 
vens about  the  time  of  his  purchase  from  the  Cauipbelk.  Mr. 
Stevens  camiC  to"  Cornwall  tVom  PictS-ford,  in  liiuland  County.  lie 
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P'-  !  I'ocn  subjected  to  a  painful  captivity  in  Canada,  of  three  years 
!  ::i;Laance,  of  v;hich  Maj.  Field,  who  vfas  an  inio.ato  of  his  family, 
(ci;  ,  1, '  Ga? II  heard  the  story  from  Mr.  Stevens  himselC  related  the 
In--:  ;l! lowing  account,  as  furnished  to  Judge  Swift,  for  the  History  of 
h  - :  A'l  M^on  County  : 

ir  ;       lie  was  captured  with  three  others,  in  a  boat  on  Lake  Cham- 
h..  ■  vlainj  near  Split  Eock,  in  May,  1779.     Being  pursued  by  toriea 
jr  .  ;u:.i  Indians  irom  the  shore,  and  one  of  the  icen,  Jonathan  Rowley, 
;  l.'o'ng  killed  by  a  shot  from  the  pursuers,  they  surrendered.  Sievens 
'  -^v.is  then  seventeen  years  old,  and  resided  in  Rutland  County.  The 
f.  K  prisoneis  were  taken  to  Chamblee,  thrust  into  a  small  prison,. ironed 
f3     two  together,  and  fed  for  nine  days  on  no  other  food  than  dry  peas 
j..  :  luicooked.    From  thence  they  were  taken  to  Quebec, where  Mr,  Ste- 
3  r  V,  U3  spent  three  Xew  Years'  days  in  one  room.     Twice  they  made 
]      ihoir  escape,  and  after  traveling  a  long  time  in  a  destitute  and  suf- 
5  ■  fering  condition — at  one  time  in  the  dead  of  winter,  and  a  part  of 
i   the  time  living;  on  roots  and  the  bark  of  trees,  until  one  of  the 
I  I  party  died — they  were  retaken  and  recommitted;  and  in  June. 1782, 
:    were  exchanged  at  Whitehall."    Mr.  Stevens  died  June  IG,  1815, 
Tiged  53  years. 

•  .       xujout  sixty  rods  south  of  Mr.  Stevens'  house,  Wait  Scfaier  set- 
l    tied  and  built  on  the  east  side  of  the  road,  at  a  very  early  day,  but 
■    in  1793  sold  to  Mr.  Stevens  and  removed  to  Kew  Haven.  During 
I  .| .  his  brief  residence  in  town,  Mr.   Squier  was  an  able  and  efficient 
promoter  of  the  public  good,  and  in  his  removal,  the  los^  of  Corn- 
:  vrali  was  to  Nev7  Haven  the  gain  of  a  staid  and  valuable  citizen. 
He  lived  to  advanced  age.     He  w:is  the  father,  and  this  was  the 
birth-place  of  Rev.  Miles  P.  Squier,  who  was  born  about  two  years 
'"^ .  before  his  father's  removal. 
/      On  the  west  side  of  the  road  opposite  Wait  Squier,  Timothy 
j   Squier  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Abijuh  vStearns,  and  built 
on  the  rising  ground  some  sixty  ro^ls  south-west  of  the  present  build- 
ings.    Still  i'artuer  south,  on  the  w;j.~^  si'h;  ..'f  the  road,  Solomon 
.  ^     Plurab  settled  on  the  farm  since  known  as  .  the  Abbot  farm,  now 
!|"     owned  by  Sherv,"Ood  Sav/yer.     On  this  farm  was  born  Chauncey 
Abbot,  Esq.,  now  of  2^iadison.  Wisconsin. 
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On  tlie  farm  recently  owiieJ  by  Eli  Steven?,  deceased,  Sliadrov: 
xsortoa  settled  in  lTc>4.  having  pitclicd  a  part  of  b?-  loi.  and  i^'ir- ; 
chased  a  part  of  it  of  Archippus  Blodget.      The  una  was  suhso 
queiitly  ov>-ned  by  Warner  G-ibbs,   Simeon  Wright  and  Jonathrj 
■  Wright,  and  is  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Eli  Stevens.  ■ 

In  the  war  of  1S12,  Simeon  Wright  held  a  Captain's  commissi '>:•. 
and  v/as  in  service  during  the  war. 

Beiijamia  Hall  bought  of  Joseph  Plumb,  and  settled  in  ITST  ou 
the  farm  next  south,  since  owned  by  Keuben  D.  Ilall.  Amos  East- 
man, Zimri  Pond,  and  now  by  the  heirs  of  Eli  Stevens.  This  v'a- 
tho  residence^  daring  his-  childhood  and-  youth,  of  EeY.  George  (.\ 
V.  Eastman. 

Upon  the  next  farm  still  further  south,  fi'om  which  the  dweHlr:;: 
house  has  been  removed,  Barzillai  Stickney  settled  in  1784.  havirjg 
purchased  in  part  of  Gamaliel  Painter,  who  ]>ad  received  from  tbo 
proprietors,  the  donation  of  a  lot  of  ono  hundred  acres  for  servi<:o^'. 
performed  in  their  belialf.  This  farm  has  since  been  ovfned  by 
Henry  Gibbs,  James  Rockwell,  and  now  belongs  to  the  heirs  of  Eli 
Stevens,  Mr.  Stickney  was  the  first  Constable  of  Cornwall,  chosen 
at  the  organization  of  the  town. 

On  the  flirm  owned  by  Benjamin  Atwood  and  his  sons  Amos  and 
John  O.J  Daniel  Scovel  from  Cornw:-lL  Conn,  settlcil  in  1784,  hav- 
ing purchased  in  part  of  Arehippuo  Blodget  Bairie)  Scovel  was 
the  fuher  of  Kev.  Ezra  Scovel,  vvho  was  born  ou  this  spot.  The 
west  part  of  the  firm,  afier  the  death  of  Mr.  Scovel  m  1S18,  was, 
for  many  years,  owned  by  the  late  Jojeph  Tl-omps  '^n,  vvPiose  dwell- 
ing soon  after  his  decease  was  bunicd.  On  the  same  site  John  C, 
Atwood  has  recently  erected  a  cottage.  ]Mr.  Thompson  vras  the 
father  of  Gilbert  T.  Thompson,  and  of  Strong  Thompson,  Esq., 
mentioned  in  anotiier  connection  as  professional  men. 

Ezra  Scovel,  brother  of  Daniel,  settled  probably  tlie  same  year, 
'3ri  the  farm  now  owncl  and  occupied  by  his  son.  xlorace  G,  Scovel. 
ilero  vra,;;  born  Ezra  Soo\el  Jr.,  who  became  a  physician,  and 
received  an  appointment  as  surgeon  in  the  army. 

Eastward  from  Ezra  Scovel,  and  near  the  svramp.  a  pitch  was 
made  and  a  log  caliii  erected  by  David  B.  Woodrnn.  of  which  tlie 
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traces  are  still  visible.  This  he  sold  in  1794  to  Lemuel  Cbapman 
who  t:ettled  upon  it  and  thei^e  lived  a  few  years. 

South  of  Ezra  Scovel,  James  Marsh  Douglass,  also  fi'om  Corn- 
walh  Conn.,  settled  in  1784.  on  a  farm  containing  some  live  hun- 
dred aercr  or  more.  He  probably  came  to  Corn^vall  earlier, without 
Lis  fiiidij,  as  we  find  among  the  surveys  an  allusion  to  a  survey 
fjr  him  in  1770-  '  lie  evilontly  intended  that  his  sons  should  be 
settled  about  hia.i.  but  had  hardly  completed  his  arrangements  to 
rhat  end,  when  he  wns  stricken  down  by  death  in  17D0.  His  f-irm 
•^■.=3  div^^ed  rmon:^  liis  sens.  Ellas  settled  on  that  part  of  it  on 
wldeh  the  fether  lived,  now  owned  by  Eli  Stevens  Jr.  The  first 
cehin  of  James  jiarsh-  Douglass  was  situated  on  the  high  groiiud 
west  of  Stevens,  Col.  Benajah  Douglass  settled  on  that  part  of  the 
ii^rm  now  occupied  by  his  widow,  Mrs.,  Bets^^y  Douglass,  and  her 
soji.  Xelson  B.  Douglass,  Esq.  Col.  Douglass  had  a  fondness  for 
military  service,  and  was  esteemed  as  a  militury  officer.  He  kept 
a  tavern  seveml  years  befoi-e  his  decease.  He  was  the  father  of 
James  jiarsh  Douglass,  Essp,  of  Brunswick,  Missouri. 

A  portion  of  the  original  Douglass  pitch  was  also  owned  by  John 
and  Burnhara, brothers  of  Elias  and  Benajah.  Their  land  eoijiposes 
in  part  the  firm  for  a  time  occupied  by  Harvey  I'ritehard,  and  now 
hy  Chesterfield  Hooker,  E^q.  Another  portion  was  owned  by 
!>tepiien  Blake,  a  tanner,  and  is  now  owned  by  A.sii  Bond. 
■  ^dajor  Eield  informs  me  that  he  used  to  see  in  the  family  of  Mrs, 
Doitr^lass.  a  mortar  for  pounding  corn,  or  converting  it  into  meal, 
%^'hen  no  mill  was  accessible  nearer  thr.n  Pittsfjrd  or  Ticonderoga. 
This  implement,  which  was  long  preserved  as  a  curiosity,  was  made 
of  a  log  about  three  feet  in  length,  by  ]}urning  a  hollovr  in  the  end 
large  enough  to  hold  three  or  ^o\lT  quarts.  The  pestle  was  a  billet 
of  wood  about  four  or  five  inches  in  diameter,  vritli  a  handle  in  the 
rnii'.dle,  so  that  it  might  be  used  with  power.  I  recollect  to  have 
seen,  in  early  life,  one  or  two  mortars  slmihuly  made. 

Sjuth  of  the -Douglass  pitch  Eliakira  Mai  lory  surveyed  one  hun- 
dre'i  acr.'^s.  which  was  afterward  owned  l.y  Nathaniel  Johnson, 
LeaiUcl  Chapman,  Vv'm.  Bit:.  Abbot,  Elisha  Eield,  and  is  now  owned 
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by  Douglass  E.  Searl.  and  TVilliam  P.  De^Tcy.  This  lot  lies  on 
tno  to?fn  ]ine= 

West  of  iMallory's  pitch,  Elisha  Field  sen,,  boaglit  a  hundred 
acre  lot  of  .Eldad  AnuruSj  and  budt  a  log  liouse  upon  il  in 
1VS8.  ]sli\  Pi  eld  IV  as  born  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  in  171T :  re- 
moved to  Bennington  in  1763,  and  thence  to  Cornvfodl  in  17S2. 
At  iiis  death  in  IT'Jl,  b.o  was  sevcntj-threo  yeavs  old,  and  has  novf 
living  one  hundred  and  tvrcnty-onc  descendants.  After  his  decease 
the  farm  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son,  Dea.  Asahel  Field,  and 
is  novr  o^v•ned  by  Chesterfield  Hooter,  vfho  married  one  of  his 
uauidiiters. 

Elisha  Field  Jr.,  the  father  of  Orin  Field,  Esq.,  settled  in  1790, 
on  the  iarm  now  owned  by  Y{m.  P.  Dewey,  near  the  school  honse^ 
and  died  in  1852,  aged  83.  He  resided  at  the  time  of  his  deceas'.-- 
witli  his  son, ^iinan' Field,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Douglass 
E.  Searl.  Soon  after  his  decease  the  dwelling  was  burned,  but  has 
been  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Searl. 

North  of  the  Field  farm,  Ebenezer  Newell  owned  a  lot  which  he 
sold  in  part  to  Richard  Miner,  and  in  pare  to  Harvey  Bell,  a  cloth 
dresser  by  trode,  who  afterward  removed,  to  iMiddlobury,  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  that  business.  He  at  length  engaged  in  keeping 
the  principal  hotel  in  that  place,  arid  was  thus  employed  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  When  he  removed  from  town,  his  land  passed  to 
David  B.  WoodruiT,  and  from  him  to  ilichard  Miner,  who  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Iliram  :  the  lot  now  being  owned  by  the  family 
of  Pomeroy  Searl.  v/ho,  in  the  spring  of  18G0,  was  hilled  at  Syra- 
cuse.'on  the  Xevr  York  Central  Eailroad.  This  was  the  birth-place 
of  Dr.  Burrill  Miner. 


I 


I^rSTORY  OF  CORNWALL, 


77 


CHAPTEil  IX. 

LOCATION  OP  SETTLEK3  CONTINUED — DAVID  NUITINO — ISRAFL  C. 
JANES — DEA.  HOKACE  JANES — BEZALEEL  RICnAlLTj^ON — NATHAN 
AND  AaiSHA  DELANO — LEMfEL   CHAPMAN — WM.  PECK — REUiJEN 

PECK  JOHN    BALLARD — RIVERIU3  NEWELL — LENJ.    REEVE — 

WAIT  WOOSTER ELI  STONE  DANIEL  SA3L-0N — JACOB  PECK — • 

CORY  MEAD — REUBEN  BINGHAM  BEN  J.  SANE  OLD— DEA.  JAME3 

PARKER — NATHANIEL  COGSWELL — ISAAC  HULL — JOSHUA  STOCK- 
WELL  NATHANIEL  BLANCHARD  JOSEPH  COGSWELL — ABIJAH 

DAVIS — MATTHEW  PARKER — STEPHEN  A.    TAMBLING — EOS v; ELL 
POST — EENJ.  ATWOOD — SaNEORN  BEAN — WM.  SAMSON — ELENEZER 
-  SQUIER — HENRY  GIBBS — DAVID  SPERRY, 

West  of  Asaliel  Field's  farra,  Capt.  David  Nutting  settled  on  a 
'randred  acre  lot  in  1784,  wbicli  be  bought  of  Xathan  Foot  sen. 
x.his  lot  lies  on  the  south  line  of  the  town,  and  was  afterward  own- 
ed hj  Araunab  Hill,  Titus  Ilillj  and  is  nov/  owned  bv  George 
Griswold. 

West  of  the  lands  of  James  Marsli  Douglass,  Israel  0.  Janea 
v.-;:s  the  first  sottb'r.  He  was  born  in  Drimbeld,  Mass.,  Oct.  25, 
i  idO,  and  came  to  Cornwall  in  1767.  Ho  spent  liis  life  upon  tbo 
farm  on  ^viiich  ho  ilrst  ioitlcd.,  In  connection  vdtb  the  cultivation 
of  his  firm,  Vi'hicU  was  quite  extended,  he  was  en;^aged  a  number  of 
years,  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  was  probably  the  first  mer- 
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chant  in  tOT^Ti.  He  was  connected  vriili  the  nvmy  Jiiring  the  revo- 
lution, Jind  belonged  to  the  garrison  at  Ticonderoga  vilien  it  Tvas 
surrendered  to  Burgovne.  He  y^as  cn  picket  duty  when  the  fori 
Y[as  evacnated,  and  as  tho  commanding  officer  in  his  hiurj  i-cidectc-] 
to  call  in  Ijis  sentirjols.  ti-oy  were  ooli^edto  saJk  safV-ty  t-mui  iu  Li- 
own  ^Y^XJ.  Mr.  Janes  fled  ^yben  be  discovered  his  peril..  r;.:ad  having 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  a  passage  across  the  Lake,  >v*a3  fol- 
lowed as  -were  other  fiigi lives  us  far  as  Hubbardton.  Mr,  Jaaes  wag  a 
nv-iTi  0^  ei-!pr'"^Y  a?"^']  sonn--^  iMdrrincnt,  and  "was  an  active  citizen,  until 
deafness  co^npelkd  hira  to  decline  participation  in  public  afHiirs. 

After  hi.^  decease  in  18-iT,  at  the  age  of  87,  his  frrrn  passed  into 
the  hands  of  his  son,  Dea,  Horace  Janes,  and  is  now  owned  by  his 
grandson,  Dea.  Champion  M.  Janes, 

■  A  passing  tribute  to  l)ea.  Horace  Janes  will  be  regarded  as  appro- 
priate by  all  who  were  acquainted  with  his  virtues.  The  esteeia 
in  which  he  was  held  by  his  feliow-eitizens,  is  manifest  in  tlie  fre- 
quency with  which  they  called  him  to  places  of  responsibility. 
He  was  often  one  of  the  selectmen ;  often  served  on  important  com- 
mittees, and  repeatedly  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State.  All  felt  that  he  wos  above  craft  or  disguise.  As 
a  member  and  oincer  of  the  Church,  he  was  etpaally  an  object  of 
confi'lenGe.  Meek,  gcittle  and  unassuming,  he  ev'deritly  aoiigbt 
not  the  honor  which  comcih  from  m-ui,  but  that  which  comeih  frora 
God.  Men  rarely  have  fewer  enciuies :  none  more  deservedly 
enjoy  the  aflection  of  f-iends.    He  diod  in  1352,  ag-d  »i8  years. 

West  of  iliO  Hill  farm,  Eezaleel  Richardson  set'ded  on  a  fifiy 
acre  lot,  now  owned  by  Dea.  llenjamin  Casey.  A  portion  of  Dea. 
Casey's  farm  was  once  owned  by  Nathan  Eells,  who  purcl'.ased  of 
Nathan  Delano  in  17S'3. 

Lemuel  Chapman,  vvdio  owned  and  lived  upon  several  diiTerent 
lots,  once  ovvned  a  small  lot  west  of  Dea.  Casey,  on  tlic  north  side 
of  the  roa-I  This  lot  vras  afterward  ovrnod  a  sliort  time  by -Dea. 
Janes  ;  Nathaniel  Cogswell  also  lived  a  short  period  on  a  small 
adjoining  lot,  which,  like  tlie  proceiling,  has  since  been  divided  and 
annexed  to  adjacent  firms.  Ne?tt  north  of  this,  Abioba  Delano 
settled  on  a  lot  which  nov  belongs  to  the  heirs  of  Wm.  Peck. 
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West  of  the  Delano  lot,  Berj.  Sleyens  bouglit  one  hundred  acres 
>n  1702j  ^.nd  sold  it  the  same  year  to  Ileuoen  Peck,  Tvho  had  pre- 
vi'ji.isly  settled  on  a  smaller  lot  adjoining  vvhicli  he  bought  of  Vim. 
i^-.iirison  in  173S.  Mr.  Peck  reiaaiiied  on  thi.^  farm  until  his  decease 
i'i  3  347,  at  the  age  of  88  years.  The  farm  is  now  occupied  by  his 
son.  Romeo  Pock. 

North  of  this  farmt  John  Ballard  Tfas  an  early  settler  on  a  small 
h'L     lie  kept  a  store,  and  in  connection,  as  was  common  in  those 
:      i.n' 'inr^d  potash.    In  1790  he  sold  to  Eiverius  Newell, 
!'.. '  v-veviously  honght  a  lot  of  Israel  C.  Janes  on  the  east  side 
r  v.o  north  and  south  road,  and  another  lot  of  iifty  acres  of  Jacob 
-■•^;^.;k.    Kewell  was  a  blacksmith,  and  lived  where  Capt.  Alanson 
■.*cck  now  lives. 

Lieut.  Benjaroin  Eeeve,  a  brother  of  the  late  lion.  Tappan  Peeve, 
of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  built  where  William  Atwo  jd  now  lives.  He 
was  an  ofhcer  in  the  revolutionary  army,  and  held  a  Lieutenant's 
commission  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  lie  v.  as  highly  esteem- 
ed by  his  neighbors  for  his  intelligence  and  his  iinjxhaustable  fund 
of  humor.  His  family  consisted  of  one  sun  and  eight  daughters 
who  were  married  and  settled  In  life.  lie  uscl  to  say  in  a  playful 
way,  that  the  Lord  never  gave  any  maii  eigiit  daugliiers  better 
i^uited  to  make  good  wives."  Since  his  ujatb.  his  ilirm  has  been 
owned  by  his  son,  Eras t us  Pvcr/e,  Jc-iiiia  ^liiockweli,  Penj.  F. 
Haskell  and  "William  AtwooJ.  already  named. 

Wait  Wooster  settled  on  the  farm  wosi  of  Pcnben  Peck,  now 
o'.vned  by  his  son,  Abel  J.  Wooster :  and  jlii  Stone  settled  on  the 
firm  still  further  west,  now  owned  by  Dorastus  J.  Wooster. 

^'^orth  of  the  Peeve  farm  on  the  west  side  of  the  road.  Beacon 
B^miel  Samson  settled  on  a  small  lot.  which  he  managed  in  cun- 
no!  :ion  with  his  trade,  shoen;aking..  lie  was  born  in  Newbiiryport, 
M;^ts..  Nov.  lOtli,  175S:  liv-d  in  his  youth  at  Londonderry,  II., 
ui..',i  removed  lo  Curnwall  in  17'io.  hmring  iiis  residence  in  town 
he  was  a  rare  example  of  all  the  Christian  gra,:.s.  In  ISoii,  he  ro- 
moved  to  Barre.  N.Y.,  wlieie  he  died  in  1 34:..  His  son,  the  hue  lion. 
Ashley  Samson,  of  Ih,ch„s:er,  S.  Y.,  pre^-arcd  the  fjllo'.vliig  obit- 
'niry,  which  was  publisii'.d  in  the  N.  Y.  Observer,  and  Evangelist  : 
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A  EEYOLUTIOXARY  SOLDIER. 

"  Died  in  Barre,  Orle3.ns  County,  l^i,  Y.,  on  tlie  28tli  of  May 
last,  Dea.  Daniel  Saroson,  fjrraerly  of  Cornwalij  Addison  Coimtj, 
Yt.5  in  his  84 ih  year. 

''The  deceased  ?rus  a  reyolutioiAary  soldier  in  toe  cause  of  the 
Redeemer.  lie  removed  to  Cornwall  ^ylien  the  country  Tras  a 
Trilderness;  T^as  one  of  the  fcnmders  of  the  C5n<^ro.nitionaI  Church 
ill  that  tc  -vn:  for  iifty-sevcn  years  was  a  consistent  professor  of  re- 
ligion, and  Oiliciated  as  a  deacon  more  than  fifty  years.  In  his  de- 
portment  and  character,  lie  mis  a  rare  specimen  of  patriarchal  sim- 
pliciiy.  Vitii  no  very  remarLablc  endowments  by  nature  or  edu- 
cation, he  nevertheless  as  a  ehn-istian,  exerted  an  extensive  influence. 
The  Bible  vfas  his  dailv  comnanion,  and  his  soul  was  deepiv  imbned 
with  its  spii  it.  A  firm  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  grace  as  taught 
by  the  reformers in  his  spirit  lie  was  remarkably  catholic:  He 
loved  all;  and  his  charity  embraced  ail  who  bore  the  image  of  his 
Savior.  Social  and  anectionate  in  his  disposition  ;  his  conversation 
abounded  in  anecdote,  and  was  eminently  scriptural  and  spiritual.™ 
It  was  his  habit  to  spiritualize  the  most  common  occurrences  of 
life.  His  acquaintance  was  extensively  cultivated  not  only  by 
private  christians,  but  by  ministers  of  the  Gospel.  His  admoni- 
tions and  reproofs,  though  frequent  and  faithful,  were  tempered 
with  £0  ranch  kindness  and  meekness,  that  they  seldom  or  never 
gave  oifence. 

"  The  writer  knew  him  intimately  for  more  than  forty-five  yearSj 
and  is  not  aware  that  he  ever  had  an  enemy.  He  was  eminently  a 
man  of  prayer.  In  this  exercise,  he  was  wont  to  pour  out  his 
whole  soul  in  strain^  of  fervent  pathos,  which  often  melted  the 
hearts  of  his  hearers.  In  the  benevolent  operations  of  the  day, 
and  especially  in  the  cause  of  fjreign  missions,  he  took  a  deep  and 
increasing  interest,  sympathizing  with  the  missionaries  in  all  their 
labors  and  trials.  It  is  believed  that  he  read  every  line  of  the 
^vlissionary  Herald  from  its  commeucemunt ,  until  his  death.  He 
lived  to  see  all  his  childreri  hopefulh^  converted  to  God.  For  sev- 
eral years  past,  having  withdrawn  from  the  world  in  his  thoughts, 
his  affections  and  pro-^^r.ects,  he  evidently  lived  much  more  in 
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\ruven  tlian-upon  eartli.  Yet  fewmeii  formed  so  liinrible  an  csti- 
!T:ate  of  themselves.  His  common  .rem?.rk  was,  ''In  mc  there  is 
*.':t::ing  but  smJ'  He  had  long  coiitemplated  his  departure,  and 
by  the  grace  of  God  was  ready.  On  the  day  of  his  deruh,  after  a 
'di'^it  ^alkj  he  complained  of  fatigue:  spr.ke  as  he  often  did  of  his 
^/.vvdy  departure ;  alluded  to  Whitc-tieldj  whom  in  his  childhood  he 
kne^T.  and  repeated  the  folIoT\-ing  lines  of  a  hymn  vfhieh  was  sung 
at  ^\*hite(ield's  funeral,  at  which  he  was  present  : 

*  How  blest  is  our  brother  bereft 
Of  all  that  could  burden  his  irnrni  ; 
Hot,  ea;    the  soul  thirl  has  left 
This  YTearisoB-i?:'  bo;ly  behinfl. 

*  Of  evil  incapabho  thoii, 
Whose  relics  with  envy  I  sckj; 
No  loi!gey  in  taisery  noWj 

No  longer  a  sinner  like  Kit.* 

He  then  said  I  feel  like  one  shut  up  in  prison,  but  shall  soon 
be  released."  While  thus  conversing,  ins  head  suddenly  reclined 
and  he  became  insensible  :  in  a  few  moments  without  a  struo-gle,  or 
a  groan,  or  relaxing  a  muscle,  he  ceased  to  breathe,  and  his  spirit 
took  its  flight.  His  prediction  was  verified  ;  he  was  released.  Like 
Enoch  'he  walked  with  God,  and  he  was  not,  for  God  took  him.'  " 

Jacob  Peck  settled  north  of  the  Reeve  firm,  and  on  the  east  side 
of  the  highway.  He  was  b-Jin  in  Earmin^ton.  Conn.,  in  1753,  and 
came  to  Cornwall  in  1TS6,  and  continued  on  the  farm  where  he  made 
his  first  pitch,  until  his  death  in  1S8T,  at  the  age  of  8-1  years.  He 
reared  a  large  and  highly  respectable  fiiraily  of  sons  and  daughters. 
A  portion  of  his  original  farm  is  still  in  the  occupancy  of  his  son, 
Capt.  Aianson  Peck. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  road  north  of  Dea.  Samson,  and  opposite 
Jacob  Peckj  Cory  Mead  settled  on  a  small  farm  which  he  bought 
of  Stephen  Tanibling.    His  house  has  dieappeared. 

Still  further  north,  on  the  same  side  of  the  road,  Keuben  Bing- 
ham settled  and  built  nearly  opposite  the  farm  of  BcDjamin  San- 
ford.  His  house  has  also  disappeared.  He  removed,  after  a  few 
years,  to  the  farm  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  as  occu- 
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pled  by  Hiland  Hall,  but  left  vacant  by  his  deceoso  and  the  i-'-moYul 
of  his  family  from  town. 

Eenj-amin  Sauford,  whose  farra  acljoined  that  of  Jacob  Peck  on 
the  north,  v.'as  bora  iu  Litchfield,  (south  farms)  Conn.,  in  1T56, 
and  carae  to  Cornwall  in  1784.  He  first  settled  on  tbe  farm  on 
^vhich  he  died,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son^  John  Sanford, 
Esq.,  and  his  grandson,  Edgar  Sanford. 

Like  ruuny  of  tLe  oajdicst  settlers  of  Cornwall,  the  only  capital 
of  Esq.  Sanford,  was  a  resolute  purpose  to  meet  and  overcome 
every  obstacle  that  might  beset  his  path.  He  came  as  for  as  Ben- 
nington vvith  a  pair  of  steers  and  a  pair  of  small  cart  whectls,  with 
some  fiour  and  pork  and  farming  tools.  Here,  as  there  was  no  road 
for  his  wheels  fartber  Jiorth,  he  cut  a  crotched  tree,  and  made  a 
dray  of  it  On  this  he  placed  his  load  and  drove  as  far  as  Souther- 
land's  Falls,  at  which  poinc.  in  connection  with  a  fellow  immigrant 
who  also  had  a  pair  of  oxen,  he  built  a  raftj  on  v/hich  they  placed 
their  eiTccts,  and  his  companion  guided  the  raft  down  the  stream  to 
Asa  Blodget's.  at  the  Ox  Bow.  at  that  time  the  principal  place  of 
entertainment  for  travelers  on  the  Creek,  while  he  drove  the  cattle 
hyaline  of  "blazed''  trees,  through  Hubbardton,  Sudbury  and 
Whiting,  to  his  future  home  in  Cornwall. 

Esq.  Sanford,  from  his  first  residence  in  tovfn,  was  an  active  and 
influent'al  citizen:  took  jmrt  in  most  of  the  early  measures  relating 
to  the  location  and  building  a  meeting-house ;  several  times  served 
on  committees  tor  these  purposes  ;  was  often  called  by  his  towns- 
men to  places  of  trust,  and  two  or  three  times  represented  the 
town  in  the  State  Legisliiure. 

The  house  erected  by  Esq.  Sanford,  was  many  years  occupied  by  his 
son,  John  Sanford,  who  has  recently  built  a  beautiful  structure 
in  its  stead.  This  was  the  birth-place  of  Patrick  II.  Sanford.  Esq., 
a  son  of  John  Sanford,  and  a  graduate  of  Middlebury  College: 
now  established  in  tbe  legal  profession  in  Knoxville,  Illinois. 

One  of  the  sons  of  lienj,  Sanford,  Hon,  Jonah  Sanford,  was 
born  in  1791,  and  in  1811,  removed  to  ilopkinton,  St.  Lawrence 
Coanty,_N.  Y.  In  1812,  owmg  to  tbe  unsettled  condition  of  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  to  his  desire  to  engage  in  military  service. 
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re  reluniCLl  mih.  his  family  to  Cornwall  in  1812,  v,liere  the}' 
i-::iriincd  till  the  close  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain.  Since  that 
I  '.riud  they  have  resided  in  Ropkii-itoii.  The  following  sketch  of 
Ulm  IS  from  a  recent  number  of  the  Nevf  York  Tribune: 

'*  An  Old  Soldieb, — The  veceraG  Col.  Jonah  Sauford,  whose  regliaeiit— -the  9*Jd 
N.  V.  V. — is  BOW  stationeJ  in  the  Park  jBarr;icks,  is  a  man  v^ho  deserves  more 
;:•  iii  a  pa-jIn;,;;  Eotice,  Col.  Sa!i?jr'l  %Tnsborii  in  the  town  of  Cornvr'all.  Yt.,  in  the 
jciir  IVM,  but  suioe  the  ve^-r  ISM  h^s  beta  n  rtiideut  of  tne,  tov/n  of  Hopkir.ton, 
N.  y.  lie  13  pvnctically  a  former,  but  has  heki  the  foUowiDg  civic  offices:  That 
<  i  J  a  'li.'c  uf  tLe  Peace,  Supervisor  of  his  town,  Judge  of  the  County  Court,  Member 
t'<.i  f  r  t})>-  uxiO:c;.i:T,l  term  of  the  hite  Siuis  Wiight  (-vs-heri  the  latter  was 

t-'.i-oU'd  CcntioUer);  and  uiembex- of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1S40.  'In  the 
iry  s'Tvict'  he  began,  as  a  volunteer  private  in  tl.e  war  of  1812.    His  first  pro- 
'    ,    -  'v'.-  u>  the  rank  of  corporal,  from  which  position,  through  successive  grad- 
.v,-'^  10  the  position  of  Bi-igadier-GeneraL    In  the  latter  capacity  he  was 
Ilo  si. c.'.r^-.or  of  Gov.  Wriglit.    Although  soTuowLat  advanced  in  years  he  has  all 
'  o  1.     I' t,f  on  iurance  and  entiiusiasm  of  youth,  wliich  qualities,  together  witli 
ni«  e^j'cricnro  in  both  civil  and  military  duties,  render  him  an  able,  energetic  and 
reiinble  oflicer.    Col.  Sanfjrd  is  a  man  of  cotisiderablc  means,  and  has,  as  his  rec- 
ci-'i  shows,  commanded  the  esteem  of  the  citizens  of  Northern  INCW-York.    At  a 
J  I'^iic  mceiijig,  held  in  the  latter  part  of  September  last,  Col.  S.  remarked  that 
if  a  dG-<:r  opene<I  he  would  himself  enter  the  service  of  his  country.    A  petition  was 
,       r  sent  to  Gov.  E.  P.  Movcan,  soliciting  His  Excellency,  if  consistent  with 
.i..:\s  and  public  service,  *'to  authorize  Gen.  Sanford  of  Ilcpkiiiton,  in  llie  County 
•  *      i,  IV,  r<-iice  to  ra;se  a  regiment  or  battalion  for  the  service  of  the  Unital  States, 
ui.  b-r  ihc  laie  call  of  the  PresidoiK  tor  25,000  volunteers  trom  thi.-3  State,"  Thid 
f'f-titii,n  was  signed  by  many  intla^ntial  citizens  of  St.  Lawrenov  riU'l  vicinity. — 
: ..  .;  c-I.-iroly  aitcr  .recei\ing  tliis  petition  the  authoritie-S  granted  Gen,  Sanford 
;     iganize  a  rcg-iuent  of  infantry.    Witiiin  a  short  space  of  time  this  reg- 
..;'.':,t  h-irs  heiju  organized,  and  its  discipline  has  been,  to  a  great  degree,  perfected. 
Annost  perlwi  harmony  has  existed  not  only  betv-feen  the  officers,  but  also  among 
the  men  who  comprise  the  several  companies.    This  is  as  might  naturaCy 
;    expected  of  men  who  think  for  themselves,  and  who  are^actuated  by  one  princl- 
i  ^'r  iii  entering  the  service  of  tlieir  country.    May  success  crown  the  efforts  of  the 
'--d  and  their  gallant  Colonel." 

A  plea.sant  exhibition  of  Col.  Sanford's  sense  of  his  moral  respon- 
i^oihty  a3  a  niiiitary  officer,  is  apparent  in  a  brief  narrativ^e  copied 
fi'uin  the    Bible  Society  Eecord.'" 

For  the  donation  of  copies  of  the  2sew  Testament  and  Pialms  to 
regiment,  just  before  their  departure  from  the  seat  of  war,  Col. 
Sanfjrd  returned  thanks  to  the  donorS;— the  St.  Lawrence  Bible 
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Society, — at  the  same  time  assuring  his  men  ''that  the  little  book 
just  doDaled  is  the  best  gift  of  Reaven  to  man,  and  exhorting  theia 
to  read  it  and  conform  their  lives  to  its  sacred  precepts,  Th^n 
turning  to  the  Chaplain,  he  committed  the  distribation  of  tbe,  cop,, 
ies  to  him,  and  char;;red  him,  as  an  officer  of  the  re;2;iment,  to  be 
faithful  in  the  inculcation  of  the  truths  contained  in  that  book, 
among  the  men  whose  spiritual  interests  were  comruitted  to  his 
charge." 

North  of  Benj.  Sanford_.  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  Dea.  James 
Parker,  from  Savhrooh,  Conn..,  settled  in  1T89,  and  built  a.  house, 
liis  farm  be  sold  in  part  in  1801,  to  Martin  Post,  Esq.,  who  was 
succeeded  by  Ira  Bingham  and  his  son  Harris  Bingham.,  the  pres- 
ent owner.  After  the  death  of  Ira  Bingham,  his  widow  was  mar- 
ried to  Dea.  Ichabod  Morse,  bj  whom  the  farm  was  occupied  sev- 
eral years.  Dea.  Morse  was  killed  in  1840,  ^vhile  at  work  with 
his  team  in  Bipton.  After  his  decease  Ilavris  Bingham  continued 
to  occupy  the  dwelling,  until  he  built  where  he  now  lives  on  the 
road  from  West  Cornvrall  to  Shoreham.  This  was  the  birth-place 
of  Rev.  Ammi  J.  Parker,  a  son  of  Dea.  Parker,  and  subsequently 
of  Rev.  Martin  M.  and  AnreJian  II.  Post,  sons  of  Martin  Post,  Esq. 

At  a  very  early  day,  Xathaniel  Cogswell  pitched  a  lot  north  of 
Esq.  Sanford's  on  the  same  side  of  the  road.  His  first  log  cabin 
was  situated  about  sixty  ro^ls  from  the  rond,  and  northeastwardly 
from  the  bouse  of  Mr.  Sanfyrd.  The  tbrm  was  soon  divi'lcd  among 
various  owners. 

Joshua  Stock  well,  from  Enfield,  Conn.,  camxe  to  Cornwall  abouc 
1793  or  '0-1.  He  had  been  for  some  years  a  pedler.  and  had  in 
this  way.  become  familiar  with  the  mercantile  business.  Possessing 
great  energy  and  shrewdness,  he  opened  a  store  and  house  of  enter- 
tainment, at  the- intersection  of  the  north' and  south,  and  east  and 
west  roads,  and  the  neighborhood  was  known  as  "StockwelPs  Cor- 
ner,'' until  the  establishment  of  a  Post  OfTico,  gave  it  the  name  of 
West  Cornwall.  Having  formed  a  partnership  with  Josiah  Austin 
of  Shoreham,  they  conducted  their  store  in  company,  and  engaged, 
also,  in  the  manufacture  of  potash  ;  their  asher^^  being  on  land  in 
the  vicinity  of  F.  II.  De^n.     Mr.  Stockwoll  purchased  of  Ij>aic- 
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flic  Ijii-iluirig  lot  now  occupied  by  tbe  ^'Stockwell  Cotbge,''" 
•  :ii.^o  piiichased  eighteen  acres  on  the  opposite  corner,  on  ^yhk\^ 
• 'lih  ti*e  store  which  -^^'as  long  occupied  bj  his  son-in-law,  Ben- 
F.  lluskclh  but  "which  has  given  place  to  a  spacious  and  well 
••  •.:.■„-..•!  structure,  recently  erected  by  M\\  Haikell  as  his  place  of 
Few  lots  have  passed  through  mere  cbangos  of  owner- 
.p  ihim  the  one  last  mentioned :  its  owners  have  been  Isaac  Ilnll, 
.',11  Mu/'.uzan,  Thomas  Clarkj  Minturn  and  Champlain,  Franck 
:l:i)g,  Samuel  Peck,  Joshua  Stockwell,  B.  F.  Haskell. 

Mr,  P.ocl:.weH  wa^  successful  in  accumulating  property,  and  was 
:.;Vv!  iu  lu^ui  afiairs,  hvaving  often  been  called  to  fill  important 
■         ilis  liouse  has  witbiTi  a  few  years  been  remodeled  and 


lis  own  residence,  by  Dr.Oliver  J.  Eells, whose 
F-  C.  Foils,  since  the  Dr.'s  decease,  has  been  its  occupant. 

N  ihiiiiiel  Blanchard  camo  to  Cornwall,  soon  after  the  war,  from 
.'■'Yid.  v  here  he  had  reside-!  a  short  time.     He  first  built  a  log 
s -I'.i  :-<'?ae  distance  north-east  of  Edwin  Walker,  whose  house  now 
.  .     o?i  or  near  the  spot  occupied  by  the  first  school-house  built 
:t  neighborhood.    Mr.  Blanchard  afterward  built  on  the  oppo- 
■  •  C' truer  where  William  Hamilton  and  Edward,  his  son,  now 
lie  \vas  in  aciive  service  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
;        dy  lilicd  important  town  ofiices. 

'     :;.e  i:.vm  where  Frankliii  11.  Dean  now  lives,  Joseph  Cogs- 
t;r>t  :^cuFd.    It  was  uuei  ^vards  occupied  by  Eider  Henry 
Fhj  limits  of  the  fjrra  have  been  greatly  varied  under 
P  "  jpr.-r-jrs,  and  much  enlarged  under  the  ownership  of 
; '       v.ho  has  recently  erected  upon  it  a  costly  and  leautiful 

Abij  ih  Davis,  a  tanner  and  shoemaker,  established  his  business 
•  '  -rit  vicinity,  and  probably  built  the  first  house  on  the  place,  now 
■r:cd  by  11  S.  Rust. 

'  i  *^!e  risir.g  ground  east  of  Mr,  Dean,  and  on  the  uortli  side 
'  Ui'c  road,  I^dattbew  Parker,  a  brother  of  James  Parker,  bought 
rLcmuel  Stickney  sixty  acres  in  1791,  and  built  accommodations 
->r  his  family.    He  was  the  lather,  and  this  the  birth-place  of  Mar- 
I'.' 
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tin  and  FraM.-b  Parker,  both  of  %Ybom  entered  tbe  medical  profess- 
ion, and  will  be  noticed  elsewhere, 

Still  further  ea&t,  cii  the  smth.  side  ci  ilis  road.  Stephen  Abbot 
Tambliiig  b  :>.iit  a  leg  cabin  in  which  he  liv^d  a  few  years.  This 
house  was  occupied  a  short  time,  as  already  meritioned,  by  Dr.  Sol- 
omon Eoet,  previous  to  his  settlement  on  the  main  road  north  of 
Maj.  Eield-'s.  A  few  remaining  fruit  trees  indic-ate  the  location  of 
the  huililir>;-3  on  bo'tli  the  las-t  irieati'oned  lota 

Roswell  PosCj  from  Sa=ybrool:,  Conn.,  in  ITSS,  made  a  pitch  ivest 
of  Xathardel  Ekncbard,  ar>d  built  a  log  cabin  on  the  site  whero  he 
afterv;arus  oxilt  a  framrd  hc^ase,  in  ''Ahich  he  li>ed  until  his  decease.. 
He  had  reside-d  during  the  T;ay  in  Faitlandj  but  embraced  the  earli- 
est practicable  moment  to  l>3coffle  fixed  in  his  new  home.  He  used 
to  saj  that  -'when  he  left  his  father's  bouse,  his  only  property  was 
his  axe,  a  clean  shirt  tied  in  a  pocket  handkerchief  and  a  de- 
termination to  succeed."  These  were  to  hioi,  as  to  many  of  his 
felloYf  settlers,  a  fortune,  -which,  under  the  control  of  industry  and 
economy,  increased  with  sufficient  rapidity.  He  was  the  father  of 
T^Iartin  Post,  Esq.,  and  of  Rev.  Eeuben  Post,  I).  D.  He  died  in 
18:^7  age.1  T-i  years. 

The  farm  of  Roswell  Post  has  been  divided,  and  is  at  present 
mostly  in  possession  of  iuirris  Bingham,  and  AIodzo  L.  Bingham, 
vrho  has  recently  erected  spacious  bauDG  near  the  site  of  the  former 
dwelling. 

Directly  south  from  Mr,  Post,  Benjamin  Atwood  settled  in  1T86, 
on  a  small  lot  wliich  he  bouglit  of  William  Jones,  and  on  which  he 
built  a  log  house  some  forty  rods  from  the  road.  Atwood  remained 
but  a  short  time  and  sold  to  Mr.  Post.  This  lot  is  now  embraced 
in  the  farm,  of  Harris  Bingham. 

In  1T9  S.  Sanborn  Bean,  a  carpenter,  bought  of  Harry  Hood  a 
lot  of  nine  acres  west  of  Poswell  Post's,  which  was  afterward  sold 
to  Ileeve  Peck.    This  lot  had  once  been  a  part  of  the  Ih>st  flirm. 

South- west  from  Posvrell  Post,  on  the  farm  since  known  as  the 
Benj.  Sherwood  place,  now  owned  by  E.  H.  Dean, William  Samson, 
from  Londonderry,  N.  H.,  made  a  pitch  at  a  very  early  date.  He 
built  his  first  cabin  near  the  present  dwelling.     He  had  a  largo 
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iai.iil)'  of  sonSj  tYfo  of  whom  became  permanent  settlers,  vis :  I)au- 
already  note^l.  and  Eiiphalct,  "^Thom  wc  sbcill  Layo  occasion 
iiereafier  to  notice  as  liaving  settled  in  the  north  part  of  the  fown. 
W'la.  Samson  died  in  1T9S,  uged  G6  years.  He  was  an  early  dea- 
00 a  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

South  of  Win.  Samson,  Ebenezer  Squicr  settled  and  built  a 
]  oiise  on  the  oast  side  of  the  road.  This  liouse  has  disappeared. 
Still  farther  south,  Henry  Gibbs  settled  in  1TS7,  upon  a  lot  pur- 
chased, perhaps,  of  Earz-illai  Stickney.  The  farm  is  yet  owned  by 
descendants  of  the  family. 

In  17SS,  David  Spcri*y,  originally  from  Kevv"  Haven,  Conn., 
came  to  Cornwall  from  Wallingford,  in  Rutland  County,  where  he 
liad  resided  during  the  war,  and  settled  on  the  farm  since  owned  by 
the  late  Charles  Delong,  no?r  the  residence  of  Wm.  Delong.  Ho 
huilt  his  first  cabin  north-west  of  the  present  dwelling,  on  the  site 
of  which  his  second  house  was  afterwards  erected.  He  purchased 
some  four  or  five  hundred  acres  of  land  of  \Ynn  Jones,  probably 
intending  to  provide  farms  for  a  part  of  his  sons,  eight  in  number, 
bome  of  whom  had  reached  manhood  when  he  came  to  Cornwall. 
The  old  gentlerLian  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  man  of  aciivity 
?^nd  energy.  It  is  related  of  him  that  he  was  vront  to  rise  early  in- 
the  morning,  and  at  a  seasonable  hour  take  his  stand  at  tlio  bottom 
of  the  chamber  stairs,  and  call  the  roll  of  his  sons  :— • 
"  Daniel  and  Levi, 

David  and  Lyman, 

Heman  and  Dimon, 

Ebenezer  Peck,  and  Harvey, — iuni  ont.'^ 
Some  of  these  sons  are  known  among  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town,  and  are  Jioted  as' such  in  their  proper  place.     Ebenezer  lb 
^perry  became  a  Congregational  clergyman. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

1O0ATION  SETTLERS  C0NTIXTJED-~-DAN'L  SPERBY — jACOB  LUiSlA 
SEN,~-KINNE  BUTTOX— WAIT  Vv-Q03TER— SIM?;ON  SANFORD — DILA. 
AMZI  JOXES  —  JAHED  IVE3—EN03  IVES— DAVID  PKATT  —  JOH:-' 
KOCKWELL  —  EZRA  AND  ISAAC  MEAD  —  JACOB  INGRAHAM  — 
NATHAN  JACKSON— RLTUS  MEAD— SOLOMON  IvIEAD — SILAS  MEAD 
— DAVID  INGEAHAM  —  DAVID  FOOT  SEN.  AND  SONS  —  WILLIA3I 
DWINNELL — MOSES  V/003TER  —  GEN.  SOxMERS  GALE  —  ZEBULON 

JONES         SIMEON  POWERS —-'^TAREHAM  BROWN-- EPilRAIM  PRATT 

—  MATTHEW  LEWIS — SAME  EL    RICHARDS  SEN.---ABEL  PRATT 
ROGER  AVERY— -AMOS  PENNOYEB. 

Daniel  Sperry,  son  of  the  preceding,  settled  judt  north  of  his 
father,  having  built  for  him.se]f  a  cabin  on  the  same  side  of  the 
road.  Eighty  or  a  hundred  lodi  still  further  north,  on  the  same 
side  of  the  way,  Jacob  Linsly  sen.,  obtained  a  small  lot,  upot^. 
which  he  lived  until  his  deceaso,  vrhich  occurred  very  early.  One 
of  his  sons,  Walker  Linslv,  who  still  lives  at  very  advanced  d'ye, 
informs  me  that  his  father  was  the  first  man  who  died  of  disease  in 
town,  one,  David, Baxter,  having  previously  been  killed  by  accident. 

North  of  Daniel  Sperry,  on  the  east  side  of  the  road,  Vv'aii 
Vfooster,  and  still  further  north,  a  ^Tr.  Martin,  settled  on  lots  which 
they  severally  boiighc-  of  Mr.  Sperry,     Mr.  Wooster  continued 
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ufujii  tliis  farra  until  he  recon^'ejed  it  to  Mr.  S|)Ci rj,  and  removed 
U)  t!ie  farm  already  mentioned  in  tlse  south  part  of  the  town. 

Upon  the  farm  once  owned  by  Alonzo  L.  Bingham,  but  no^T 
I'wued  by  Hon.  Rollin  J.  Jones,  Simeon  Sanford  from  Litchfield, 
('onn,,  settled  at  an  early  day,  having  obtained  his  land  fi-om  jiis 
h'i  father,  Jonnh  Sanfordj  an  original  proprietor.  Still  iurrher 
ivjvth  a  small  farm  was  bought  of  Jared  Ives,  and  settled  by  David 
IVait  iu  IT  OS,  from  ^?honi.  it  passed  to  Lea.  Ainzi  Jones,  jiho  came 
.;;ito  town  from  Hoosick,  K.  Y.,  about  1792,  and  first  settled  on  a 
:irc7  acre  lot  just  north  of  the  bridge  acrossLeinon  Fair, upon  which 
Le  remained  about  seven  years.  Dea. Jones  died  several  years  since, 
having  reached  advanced  age,  and  having  been  held  in  high  esteem 
by  his  neighbors,  as  a  man  of  Christian  principh^.  and  an  exemplary 
and  consistent  ofiicer  in  the  Baptist  Church.  Among  his  sons,  three 
have  entered  the  Baptist  ministry, — Amzi,  Zebulon,  and  Ahira — - 
the  two  former  being  graduates  of  Middlebury  College  :  the  latter 
of  Waterville,  Maine.  Bis  son,  Hon.  llollin  J,  Jones,  the  present 
owner  of  the  farm,  has  largely  extended  its  boundaries  by  the  pur- 
chase of  adioininsc  lands. 

North  of  David  Prau,  Jared  Ives,  from  Cheshire,  Conn.,  settled 
in  ITST,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  and  Enos  Ives  very  nearly 
opposite  on  the  east  side  of  the  road.  Tlie  houses  of  both  have 
been  removed,  and  the  lands  divided  between  R.  J.  Jonos  and  Sim- 
eon  S.  Bochwell. 

John  Rockwell  Jr.,  from  Bidgfield,  Conn.,  came  to  Ccrn-^vall  in 
178-i,  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  his  grandson,  S.  S.  Kockwellj 
Esq.,  now  lives.  He  first  built  on  the  vre.^t  side  of  the  road.  By 
pitches,  and  by  purchase  from  Jeremiah  Osgood  and  others,  he 
riequired  an  extensive  and  valuable  farm.,  wliich  after  his  decease, 
''Sept.  5,  IS'25,  at  the  age  of  Tl,  was  owned  and  improved  by  his 
son  ^John  Eockweli  3d.  who,  some  years  since,  conveyed  the  pater- 
nal hemestead  to  his  son,  us  present  occupant,  and  erected  for  him- 
self comuiodioas  buildings  furdiCr  north,  v^hj:;:c  he  stdl  resides. 

John  Ilockwell  sen.  came  to  Cornvrall  after  thu  arrival  of  his 
chiidrvm,  who  ars  elsewhere  mentioned  as  early  settlers,  iind  spent 
did  evening  of  his  life  wi-h  them.    At-  the  advanced  age  of  92 
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years  lie  died,  Sept.- 9,  1825,  only  four  days  after  tlio  son  a]>ov 
named,  ^^ho  bore  his  name. 

North  of  John  Rockwell  Ezra  and  Isaac  Mead  settled  in  IT:'*' 
and  severally  built  v^esi  of  the  present  highvv;!y.  The  project- 
road  on  vrhioh  they  and  the  other  s'ettlers  between  them  and  ih 
Fair  bridge  built  their  cabins,  was  located  on  the  verge  of  the  allu- 
vial lands  bcnierirtg  en  that  strcara,  in  accordance  vrith  a  thoorj 
then  generally  pi-evaleni  that  it  is  better  to  travel  around  a  hih 
than  over  it.  After  the  road  ivas  changed  to  its  present  position, 
t'n.o  settlers  built  upon  it.  The  Meads,  Esra,  and  Isaac,  sold  to 
Jacob  Ingraham  who  resided  on  the  hrm  until  his  death.  It  has 
since  passed  partly  into' the  hands  of  John  Eockwell  and  partly 
into  those  of  the  late  Rufus  Mead. 

Nearly  opposite  Jacob  Ingraham,  Nathan  Jackson,  a  blacksmith, 
established  liimseifon  the  east  side  of  the  road,  and  followed  his 
trade.  lie  was  engaged  in  niilitsiry  service  in  the  revolutionary 
war.  It  is  said  that  Gen.  Washington,  having  learned  that  he  was 
a  fearless  and  trustworthy  man.  was  accustomed  to  employ  him  as  a 
messenger  in  conveying  dispatch.es  between  different,  and  soiaetimes 
distant  posts.  Certain  it  is,  that  he  was  proud  of  having  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  he  cherished  for  his 
person  the  most  ])rofound  reverence?.  As  an  illustration,  the  folioir- 
iag  incident  is  related  of  him  : 

On  one  occasion  a  collection  of  vrax  figures  was  exhibited,  among 
which  was  that  of  General  Washington.  As  Jackson  was  passing 
around  the  room  he  reached  the  figure  of  the  General,  and  came  to 
u  stand  in  front  of  it  xVssuraing  an  erect  posture,  o-nd  deliberately 
taking  off  his  bat  and  placing  it  under  his  arm,  ho  said — -'General 
r  never  did  stand  covered  in  your  presence,  and  I  never  will" 

North  of  Ezra  and  Isaac  ^Me^id.  their  brother  Rufus,  who  bou^^ht 
of  Abel  ^Vright,  sertled  in  17S6,  and  built,  like;  his  brother,  at  the 
base  of  the  hill.  He  afterward  built  on  the  present  highvray,  the 
house  in  v,hich  he  died,  since  occupied  by  his  son,  Rufus,  and 
now  by  his  grandson,  Horace  J.  Mead.  Of  the  sons  of  Rufu3 
Mead  last  narced,  three  have  been  graduated  at  Middlebury  College  ; 
Iliram,  Martin  L.  and  Charles  M,— the  first  and  last  named,  having 
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|^ntf-re«l  the  ministry,aDd  the  second  having  entered  the  medical  pro- 
|f./ssion.  Another  son,  Rafiis,  has  been  for  several  years,  and  is 
|l!ie  present  Editor  and  one  of  the  publishers  of  the  Middloburj 

r  On  the  ^rm  no\7  held  as  dovrer  bj  Mrs.  McLean,  widow  of  the 
iatc  Reuben  P.  Bingham,  once  lived  .Solomon  Ivlead,  ',vho  bougltt 
of  Abel  Wright  iu  1795.  From  Solomon  Mead  this  farm  passed 
to  Timothy  Turner.  Zcnas  Skinrier,  and  Reuben  .P.  Bingham.— 
Silas  Mead  settled  still  further  north  on  the  farm  subsequently 
■v^ned  by  Dea.  I>avid  Jngraham.  Zsichariah  Benedict,  Eldad  An- 
■j.ru3,  Ethan  Andrua,  Calvin  Foot  and  Samuel  Andriis..  The  first 
buildings  on.  these  ilirms.  as  above  intimated,  ^vere  located  at  the 
base  of  ibe  western  declivity  af  the  high  gro\ind. 

Upon  the  spot  where  Jared  A.  Foot  now  lives,  Iris  grandfather 
David  Foc»t,  from  Watertown,  Conn.,  settled  at  an  early  day,  and 
became  the  owner  of  an  extensive  tract  of  land,  lying  mostly  norih 
and  east  of  his  dwelling.  Ee  had  several  sons,  who  settled  on 
parts  of  his  farm,  or  on  lands  contiguous  to  it — llussell  on  the 
homestead:  Eliiah  where  he  still  lives,  and  Bavid  Jr.  on  the  farm 
DOW  occupied  by  his  son  Col.  Abram  Foot,  Davi^l  Foot  Jr.  early 
became  an  active  and  influential  citizen,  though  he  died  in  com- 
]  uratively  early  life.  He  was  the  father  of  Kov.  David  Foot  who 
graduated  at  Mkldlebury  College  in  1SC8. 

The  dwelling  south  of  the  Fiur  bridge  now  occupied  by  Samuel 
liichards  is  a  comparatively  re^-nt  structure,  having  been  erected 
fur  the  accommodation  of  a  Stdect  school.  \Vhen  it  ceased  to  bo 
used  for  that  purp<03e,  it  was  by  its  present  occupant  converted  into 
a  dwelling-house. 

On  the  farm  just  north  of  the  Fair  bridge,  known  as  the  •'Woos- 
ter  farm,''"  William  Dwinnell  first  settled  ana  built  a  log  cabin  a 
few  rods  from  the  stream,  near  a  spring  on  the  east  side  of  the  road. 
This  farra  was  sold  by  Dwinnell  to  Dea.  Amzi  Jones,  who  sold  to 
Moses  Wooster.  Mr.  Wooster  emigrated  i'vom.  Yirginia,  and  was 
the  brother  of  Eev.  Benjamin  Wooster,  the  second  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Cornwall.  lie  was  in  service  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  was  taken  pris<jner  by  tiie  British  on  Long 
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Island.  Ilis  captors  treated  him  with  great  inhnmanitjj  and,  to  ] 
adopt  his  own  description,  -'all  but  killed  him.  lie  was  afterwarsl  | 
confined  in  the  Sugar  IIoKse  in  New  York,  and  fed  on  darnagci]  . 
provisions.  At  length  he  was  exchanged,  and  returned  home  witli  : 
his  clothes  in  tatters,  his  body  emaciated,  his  hair  filling  from  bis  . 
head,  a  spectacle  of  grief  and  horror  to  his  friends.'' 

IMoses  \Yoo3ter  was  the  father  of  Hon.  Dorastus  Wooster,  long 
settled  in  the  legal  profession  in  Middlebury. 

Upon  the  farm  afterward  owned  by  Gen.  Somers  Gale,  and  now 
by  his  son  -in-law,  Austin  Dana^  Isaac  Mead  was  a  temporary  set- 
tler, and  built  a  log  ■  house  sonic  rods  northward  of  the  present 
dwelling.  Gen.  Gale  was  an  influential  citizen,  bearing  an  active 
part  in  town  ailairs.  His  promotion  to  a  Brigadier-Generalship, 
secured  him  the  title  which  has  been  associated  with  bis  name.  He 
commanded  a  detachment  at  PlaitsbinVn  in  1814.  He  was  the 
father  of  Dr.  i^athan  Gale  of  Orwell,  and  of  Dr.  George  Gale, late 
of  Bridport,  now  of  ihc  United  Slates  army. 

The  firm  now  owned  by  Victor  Wright  was  settled  by  Zebalon 
Jones,  the  grandfather  of  the  pix-sent  occupant, 

Simeon  r  .'WCiS  s-ttled  upon  the  firm  northward  of  Zebulon 
Jones,  and  in  1799  sold  it  to  Matthew  Lewis,  who  also  purchased 
a<lditional  lots  of  Vfareham  Brown,  Ephraim  Pratt  and  Elisha 
Ilurlbiit.  On  this  fjrm,  Alanson  Lewis  now  lives,  owning  it  in 
coanection  with  his  son-in-law,  J.  Monroe  Peck. 

On  the  farm  now  owned  by  John  Benodictj  Samuel  L.  Smitli 
was  an  early,  and  probably  the  first,  settler. 

Samuel  Iviehards  sen.,  first  settled  where  his  grandson,  Asa  M. 
Richards,  now  lives.  He  was  several  years  connected  with  the 
army  during  the  revolutionary  war.  But  I  have  been  unable  to 
obtain  a  description  of  his  services. 

Abel  Prati  o\Yncd  the  firm  at  present  owned  by  Edwin  Ellsworth. 
A  title  to  it  was  ac^juired  by  Jesse  Ellsworth,  through  whom  it 
passed  to  his  son.  its  presenl  occupant. 

Betvfeen  the  Fair  britlge  am]  David  Foot  Jr.,  Roger  Avery,  a 
revolutionary  soldier,  settled  on  a  small  lot,  since  owned  by  M.  ^L 
Blake,  Rollin  Foot,  anl  now  by  Elder  Jehicl  K.  Wright.  Mr. 
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fovery,  as  we  have  had  occasion  to  notice.  Lad  provloiisly  owned  a 
pot  m  the  east  part  of  the  town,,  which  he  sold  to  Elisha  Hurlbut. 
I:  xVraos  Pennoyer  from  Amenia,  Dutchess  Cuiinty^  N.  Y.,  settled 
tiibout  the  year  17S9,  on  the  hrm  now  owned  by  his  step-son,  Jesse 
lEliSWorth.  Esq.     Mr.  Pennoyer  made  several  pitches,  amounting 
|iri  the  aggregate,  to  three  hundred  acres,  which  he  very  consider- 
■  'jly  increased  by  po.rchase.     He  was  in  military  service  in  the 
.-olationary  war,  and  with  the  ardor  of  youth,  joined  the  volim- 
lleers  for  Plattsburgh  in  1314.    This  was  the  birth-place  of  Joseph 
•* Pennoyer,  Esq..  now  a  civil- engineer  in  Canada  East. 
[    It  may  perhaps  be  as  well  in  this  connection,  as  in  any  other,  to 
i  state  the  hct  which  will  be  new  to  many  now  on  the  stage  of  action, 
that  a  road  was  once  opened  from  Jesse  .Chipman,  now  Mrs.  Sher- 
wood, directly  north  by  P.  B.  "W^arner.  Rollin  Foot,  Cyrus  A;)er- 
Lathy,  Joseph  Hamlin,  Jesse  Ellsworth  and  Charles  Benedict, along 
the  western  base  of  the    ledges."      This,  it  vras  once  supposed, 
would  be  a  main  travelled  highway  from    Cornwall  toward  T  er- 
gennes.    On  this,  several  persons  settled  north  of  Mr.  Ellsworth, 
as  there  were  also  several  between  P.  B,  Vrarner  and  Mrs,  FJicr- 
wood,  to  whom  we  shall  have  occasion  to  allude  on  a  subsequent 
page. 

Of  Rufus  Mead  2nd5  above  alluded  t^:\  I  have  inadvertently 
cmiued  to  mention  the  fact  of  his  having  voluntarily  pern^naed 
several  months  of  military  service  in  the  war  of  1812,  thus  c\'ijiciug 
an  ardent  patri-..T.ism.  He  was  ever  a  ready  and  cheerful  supporter 
of  religious  and  secular  order  in  the  commuuity,  and  sustained  the 
cliaracterof  a  useful  and  valuable  citizen.  lie  died  in  1857,  aged 
64:  years. 
11 
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LOCATION  OF  SETTLERS  CONTINUED — ZACHAEIAH  BEXEDICT—ISAAC  |  U 
PAKKER  —  S0L03ION  LINSLT— ABONIJAH  AND  WILLIAM  KELLOGG  | 
— ELIPHALET  SAMSON-—  GITS,  JOSEPH  COOK  —  GEN,  CHAUNCEY  | 
COOK — FELIX  BENTON  AND  ANDKEW  BENTON — FRED.  FROST  SSN. 
—  ABRAHAM  WILLIAMSON  —  ZACHARIAH  JOHNSON  ^ —  WALKER    f  = 
LINSLY  —  THOMAS  LANDON  AND  HIS  SON  ISAAC — MOSES  PRATT —  ] 
WILLIAM  AKTEER  STIRLING—  JEDEDIAH  DUKFEY — HORACE  LAN-  I 
DON  —  WM.  LANE  ;  HIS  DEATH  BY  AJ^CIDENT  —  TITUS  FENN —  I 
NATHAN  EELLS  —  LFHKAIM  ANDRUS  — ■  JUDD  —  ENOS  MORGAN—    I  | 
JOHN  EELLS :  HIS  DEATH  BY  ACCIDENT.  J  1 

I  I 

lu  the  jfear  1794,  Ames  Pennoya'  sold  to  Zaubariah  Benedict    |  | 
the  farm  on  which  bis  grandson  Charles  Benedict  now  lives.    In-   |^  ■ 
corporated  with  Benedict's  farm,  was  a  small  lot  north-west  from 
his  house,  on  which  Isaac  Parker  once  lived.    The  traces  of  his 
house  are  still  visible.   Upon  the  ancient  highway  ab^ve  mentioned,  ^ 
Solomon  Linslej  once  owned  a  lot  which  was  called  his  '*  Fair    f  ; 
lot,"  lying  upon  the  Fair  north-west  of  Mr.  Benedict's  purchase.    ^- ! 
Still  further  north  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  settled  a  Mr.    |  j 
Loomis,  and  on  the  east  side,  was  settled  Adonijah  Kellogg,  whose    |  I 
brother  Vix:i.  Kellogg  settled  further  ea?t  upon  the  ledge,  on  a  lot  \ 
once  owned  by  Isaac  Landon,  but  now  owned  by  Charles  Benedict,  i 
Eliphalet  Samson,  Esq.  sometimes  called  Capt.  Samson,  a  son  of  ; 
Wm.  Samson  alroa^iy  mentioned,  settled  on  the  farm  now  occu-     ^  |* 
pied  by  Mrs.  Emellno  Samson  and  her  children,  the  family  of 
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the  bte  Martin  Samson.  Elipbalet  Saiasou  is  held  in  ramembrance 
by  the  elder  portion  of  tlie  commuriity,as  pre-eminent  (ov  his  Chris- 
tian character  ;  for  sj'-steDi  and  energy  in  the  prosecution  of 
lu5  business,  and  in  the  discipline  of  his  nuiiieroiis  family.  Thej 
were  trained  to  Hniform  puiictualitv'  of  attendaocc  on  the  services 
of  the  sanctuary.  He  was  one  of  the  very  few  in  Cornwall  in 
those  days,  y^ho  kept  a  family  carriage  which  always  passed  to  and 
from  meeting  on  the  Sabbath  i^'ith  a  fuli  freight.  "VVlien  his  car- 
riage was  seen  going  to  meeting  Sabbath  morningj  it  ^'as  a  fre- 
queri?.  yeuiark  from  these  who  were  doubtful  of  their  own  punetu» 
ality,  Vve  are  m  good  season  this  morning-— Esq.  Samson  is  just 
goiDg."  To  be  as  early  as  he,  was  always  to  be  early  enough,  I 
am  informed  by  the  venerable  Dea.  James,  of  Wejbridge,  that  & 
weekly  pmyer  meeting  was  kept  up  by  his  father  and  Esq.  Sam- 
soRj  for  some  fifteen  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  latter  on  the 
farm  above  named,  —  the  meetings  having  been  held  alternately  at 
their  respective  dwellings.  The  example  is  a  priceless  legacy  to 
their  descendants  and  to  the  community. 

**  Bjs  work  on  earth  is  done. 
He  rests  in  s'NQtt  repo;:-8/' 

Esq.  Samson  was  the  father  of  Rev.  Ashley  Samson,  a  graduate 
of  Middlebury  College  in  1S3G.    He  died  Nov.  16,  1816,  aged  32. . 

Gen.  Joseph  C<X)k  was  born  in  Gosh  or..  Conn.,  in  IT  50  ;  cam.e  to 
Cornwall  in  1784,  and  pitched  the  fiUTa  on  which  he  lived  till  his 
decease.  At  this  period  the  farm  passed  into  the  hands  of  his 
youngest  son,  Gen.  Chauncey  Cook,  and  was  by  him  sold  to  its 
present  occupant.  Loyal  Wright.  Gen.  Cook  first  came  to  town 
accompanied  only  by  a  hired  man,  with  whose  assistance  he  cleared 
a  hw  acres,  and  sowed  some  wheat  preparatory  to  the  removal  of 
his  family,  which  he  effected  the  year  following. 

Gen.  Cook  was  an  extensive  land-holder  in  Cornwall  and  Wey- 
bn.ige,  especjall^  iu  the  latter  town,  of  which  he  intended  to  be- 
come a  citizen.  ^Yhen  he  pitched  the  lot  on  which  he  lived,  he 
supposed  it  was  embraced  within  the  chartered  limits  of  Weybridge, 
but  the  final  adjustment  of  the  boundary  between  the  towns,  left 
laost  of  his  farm  in  Cornwall.     His  first  house  was  located  some 
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rocis  eastward  of  his  subsequent  dwelling,  '^•liore  Mr.  Wright  no\T  f  d 
lives.  Ilea;;  copious  spring  : — n.  factj  the.  like  of  which  has  deter-  f  t| 
mined  the  loe-ition  of  the  first  c?,hhi  cf  mduy  a  pioneer  in  new  set-  ;  j 
tleroents.  He  afterwiird  erected  a  house  on  tliai-  part  of  \\h  iuvvh  d 
which  lies  in  Wevbridge.  for  his  son  Dev^-ey,  who  after  a  few  years  I  | 
sold  to  his  brotiier-in~law.  \Vm.  Lane,  and  removed  to  northern  |  \ 
iNew  York.  T-his  part  of  the  farm  is  now  occupied  by  Saniuel  i  \ 
James  Jr.  After  Gen.  Cook  had  become  e-rcablished  on  his  Birmj  j  j 
he  v^"as  confronted  by  a  claim  from  Col.  Samuel  Benton,  of  previous  i 
propriet'^rship  of  his  laud,  on  tho  ground  of  a  prior  survey.  To  i  i 
avoid  strife  and  expense,  he  arranged  the  matter  by  paying  one  I  \ 
dollar  an  acre  vSr  a  transfer  of  Benton's  claim.  -  f 

From  his  earliest  residence  in  town^  Gen.  Cook  was  activejy  \ 
engaged  in  surveying.  -The  Proprietor's  records  show  that  fc\T  men  I 
were  oftener  called  to  this  service  in  Cornwall :  and  i  am  informed  by  > 
his  fomily  that    "Weybridge  was  surveyed  and  lotted  by  him.''  Lie 
^Y3.s  always  active  in  town  aiiairs,  and  sustained  uniformly  the 
character  of  an  honorable  and  useful  citizen.      He  had  a  taste  for 
niilitary  service,  and  in  1804.  was  elected  a  Brigadier-General,  I 
Dea.  James,  T{ho,  as  a  neighbor  and  friend,  was  long  intimate  | 
with  Gen.  Cook,  informs  me  that  in  early  lifo  he  was  skeptical  in  I 
his  religious  belief,  owing  probably  to  exposure  to  immoral  ini'lu-  | 
enees  in  childhood  and  youth.    But  he  became  an  extensive  reader,  | 
and  was  providentially  led  to  read  religious  books,  and  becauso 
attached  to  those  of  an  arguiaentative  cast.     His  silent  reading 
with  very  little  conversotion  on  the  subject,  resulted,  by  the  bless-  ^ 
ing  of  God,  in  his  conversion  —  in  his  case  a  deep  and  thorough 
work.    He  and  his  wife  became  connected  with  the  Congregational  f 
Church  in  Weybridge,  but  afterwards  removed  their  relation  to  the  f 
Church  in  Cornwall.     Dea.  James  describes  him  as  a  self-made  !■ 
man,  remarkable  for  cand.or,  child-like  simplicity  and  meekness  :  : 
and  as  having   through  life  sustained  a  very  attractive  Christian  ^ 
character .  i 

Gen.  Cook  was  tho  father  of  Milo  Cook,  Esq.,  a  graduate  of 
Middlebury  College  in  "ISO 4.  ^ 
In  this  connection  should  be  more  particularly  mentioned  Gcii. 
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Ciiaitnccj  Cook,  the  jonngesc  son  of  Jose}>li  Cook,  vAio  occupied 
the  Jiomestcad  after  his  father's  decease.  Like  his  father  he  acted  a 
prominent  part  in  to^^n  affairs.  He  was  ofterA  coHed  by  his  fellow 
citizens  to  ofSees  of  responsibllitv,  and  rose  in  the  ^vay  of  military 
])r';nnGtioT!;  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-Geiierak  He  sold  his  firm  in 
Cornwall,  and  removed  to  Addison. .  but  after  a  few  years  returned 
to  his  native  town^  Havin;]  become  enfeebled  by  disease,  he  went 
to  \Yevbridg:e  to  reside  with  his  son,  Hon.  Saniuel  lii.Cuok,  late  one 
of  the  Assistant  Judges  of  the  Addison  County  Court,  and  in  his 
faraily  the  father  died  near  the  close  of  1800.  Gen.  Chauncey 
Cook  was  the  father  of  Milo  Dewey  Cook,  a  graduate  of  iMiddle- 
bury  College  in  1S42. 

On  the  farm  on  whicli  Stephen  Benton  now  lives,  his  fatlier 
Felix  Benton  from  West  Stockbrido;e.  Mass..  nettled  in  1TS5,  and 
here  resided  until  his  death,  April  19,  1851,  at  the  age  of  90  years. 
This  farm  had  been  pitched  tlie  year  previous  by  Samuel  Jewett 
of  Weybrirlge,  on  the  supposition  that  it  was  within  tlie  chartered 
limits  of  that  town.  Bat  becoming  satisfied  that  this  would  not  be 
acknowledged,  he  surrendered  the  lot  and  made  a  new  pitch  in 
Vreybridge,  upon,  which  he  resided  till  the  cloocof  his  life. 

Upon  a  fifty  acre  lot  north  of  Felix  Benton,  his  brother  Andrew 
settled  several  years  subsequently.  A  few  years  still  later  John 
Benton,  the  father  of  the  precv,Hling,  took  up  his  abode  in  the  faraily 
of  xVndrew.  and  there  remained  until  his  death,  in  IS  14.  After 
this  event,  Andrew  soon  removed  to  St.  Bawrence  County.  N.  Y, 
This  farm  is  now  owned  by  Dea.  James  of  Vreybridgo. 

Freflerick  Frost  sen.,  from  Vrashington,  Mass.,  in  1TS7  pitched 
a  fifty  acre  lot  where  Abraham  Williamson  lived  and  died,  and 
where  his  widow  still  resides.  The  son  of  Mr.  Frost,  who  still  lives 
in  advanced  age,  informs  me  that  in  the  period  of  extreme  scarcity 
which  occurred  soon  after  his  father's  removal  to  Vermont,  (1790) 
00  great  was  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  food,  that  he  procured  a 
horse  with  which  he  v,*ent  to  Troy,  and  brought  home  upon  its  back, 
a  load  of  flour,  equal  in  weight  to  a  barrel,  leading  his  horse  all 
the  way  on  Ids  return.  This  mode  of  transportation  he 
fi-dopted  because  he  had  neither  wagon  nor  cart,  nor  most  of  the  way, 
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a  road  over  vvhicli  either  could  pass.  Mr.  Froy^  remained  but  a 
short  time  on  this  lot,  Viheo  ho  sold  it  to  Mr.  Ynlliamsou  anil 
removed  to  vVejbridgo. 

Mrs.,  Vfillianison  informs  me  that  her  husband  carne  also  from 
Washington,  Mass.,  in  1T8T.  Being  hardj  and  fearless,  he  cau^e 
alone  to  prepare  the  vr&j  for  the  subsequent  irflffligrati^in  of  other 
members  of  his  fither's  family,  by  cleftring  soroQ  laod  and  sowing 
Eome  wheat.  He  first  occupied  a  cabia  in  the  fields  i^est  of 
Charles  D.  Lane ;  but  after  a  months  removed  to  the  lot  which 
he  purchased  from  Fro3t  as  a.bove  mentioned.  This  purchase 
formed  the  nucleus  of  a  farm  which  in  a  course  of  yeai3  becama 
very  extensive  by  purchases  from  others.  Mr.  Williar.QSon  pos- 
gessed  a  iimscalar  frame,  and  great  pollers  of  endurance,  and  prose- 
cuted his  business  y^ixji  much  energy  and  success.  'Respecting  his 
large  family  of  daaghteii!,  he  might  have  used  the  language  of 
Benjamin  Reeve  quoted,  on  a  previous  page,  and  perhaps  with 
equal  propriety.    He  lived  to  the  age  of  81,  and  died  in  185T- 

Mr.  Williamson  distinctly  recoHectod,  and  was  accustomed  to 
relate  the  extreme  severity  of  the  famine  to  y/hich  Mr.  Frost  alludes. 
His  narrative  coDifirmcd  by  his  wife,  is  thus  preseijted  by  Judge 
Swift,  from  Ts-hom  I  quot«  : 

Being  wholly  destitute  of  bread^  the  v>'omen  vrent  into  the  fields 
and  cut  ofi  the  heads  of  the  wheat  before  it  v/as  ripe,  dried  them, 
shelled  out  the  wheat  and  boiled  it  for  food ;  almost  the  only  animal 
food  was  the  fish  taken  in  Lemon  Fair  creek,  and  he  thinks  that, 
without  this  supply,  many  of  the  people  would  have  starved.  He 
saw,  he  says,  larger  collections  of  people  from  the  neighboring 
country,  catching  fish,  than  on  any  occasion  for  many  years  after. 
He  says  that  many  were  so  enfeebled  for  want  of  food,  that'  they 
could  not  go ;  but  such  as  had  strength  vfent  to  the  creek,  built  a 
fire,  and,  as  they  caught  the  fish,  threw  them  into  it,  while  yet 
showing  signs  of  life,  and  when  suriiciently  cooked,  stripped  off  and 
ate  the  flesh,  without  disturbing  the  entrails-  After  their  own 
appetites  were  satisfied,  they  caught  and  preserved  the  remainder 
for  their  friends  at  heme.  He  state3,also,  that  many  subsisted  on  tho 
bulbous  roots  of  leeks,  gathered  in  tho  woods,  and  som.e  stripped 
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.the  Lark  from  oak  trees,  the  inner  bark  of  wbicli  tbcy  boiled  and 
converted  into  food :  and  that  he  had  seen  many  oak  trees  stripped 
of  their  bark,  for  that  purpose,  as  high  as  men  coald  reach.  The 
first  bread  stuff,  he  ssjs,  brought  into  the  countr)^  was  Virginia 
corn.'^ 

Blrs.  Williamson  also  relates  the  following  anecdote  : 
A  faimer  in  the  neighborhood  had  a  larger  supply  of  provisions 
than  his  neighbors,  but  not  a  proportionate  share  of  benevolence.— 
His  wife  was  a  benevolent  woman,  from  a  Quaker  flimilj,  and 
edui^ated  in  their  principles.  She  was  willing  to  share  in  the 
destitution  of  her  neighbors,  that  they  might  share  in  her  abun- 
dance. She  gave  to  the  destitute  the  bran  of  wheat  as  long  as 
h^r  husband  would  consent ;  and  she  thought  it  none  the  worse  for 
ik  little  flour  mixed  with  it.  The  recipients  of  her  bounty  sifted  the 
bran,  and  made  wholesome  bread  of  the  finer  parts,  and  such  flour 
as  might  be  with  it.  One  day,  when  preparing  a  batch  of  bread  in 
the  absence  of  her  husband,  &he  took  a  loaf  of  the  dough  and 
carried  it  to  a  neighbor  by  the  name  of  Thaddeus  Palmer,  an  uncle 
of  Mrs.  Willllamson,  and  living  near  her  father,  and  s?iid  to  him, 

Thaddeus,  thee  take  this  and  give  part  of  it  to  Polly/"  and  went 
home.    Polly  was  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Williamson." 

Walker  Linsly,  a  sou  of  Jacob  Linsly  sen.,  who  has  already 
been  mentioned  as  still  living  near  the  Congregational  ^vieeting 
Honse,  among  our  most  aged  citizens,  settled  about  the  year  1800, 
where  the  widow  Mary  Samson  and  her  son  William  Sams^jn  now 
live.  It  is  worthy  of  being  chronicleii  that  Mr.  Linsly  in  his 
eighty-third  year,  has  recently  without  the  use  of  spectacles,  in 
eight  weeks  read  through  the  entire  Bible,  besides  perusing  a  daily 
newspb.per. 

Thomas  Landon  from  Litchfield, Conn.,  came  to  Cornwall  in  1789, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  which  he  bought  of  Solomon  Linsly,  noith 
of  Eldad  Andrus,  oa  the  east  side  of  the  r«ul.  He  remained  here 
but  a  few  years,  when  he  sold  to  his  son  Isaac,  who  bad  previ- 
viously  settled  on  a  small  farm  south  of  Eldad  Andrus,  on  the  we&t 
aide  of  the  road.  When  he  purchased  of  his  father,  Isaac  sold  this 
f^nn  to  Br.  Frederic  Ford  sen.,  whose  grand-son,  Charles  R.  Ford. 
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Still  retains  it.  Tin*  mas  Landon  removed  to  "Canada,  ■^.vlience,  after 
a  brief  stay,  he  returned  to  Coruwall.  and  spent  the  remaiadc?  uf 
his  life  in  the  family  of  his  son.  Lrfiac  Landon  continued  on  thii 
farm  until  his  death  in  advanced  age.  In  the  settlomcfit  of  Lis 
estate  a  portion  of  his  farmj^vhich  ho  had  added  hy  purchase  on  the 
^vest,  was  assigned  to  his  son  Isaac,  by  whose  himily  it  is  still  occu- 
pied. The  homestca;!  was  assigned  to  his  son-in-law,  Eli  Stone,  in 
consequence  of  who=e  decease  in  18G0,  it  has  passed  into  the  pos-^ 
session  of  his  widow,  Mrs.  Anna  Landon  Stone. 

On  the  lot  above  alluded  to  as  sold  by  Isaac  Landon  to  Br.  !  ord, 
Landon  was  not  the  original  settler.  He  bought  of  Solomon  Lins- 
ly,  whose  son  Daniel  had  residc<I  there,  though  probably  without 
any  title  to  the  land.  The  place  was  once  also  occupied  by  Josiah 
T-  Scott,  and  by  several  transient  families. 

Some  fifty  rods  south-east  of  Thomas  Landon,  closes  'Praxt 
settled  on  a  small  farm,  where  he  remained  till  1795.  This  was  the 
birth-place  of  Dr.  Elijah  Pratt,  late  of  Kingsboro,  N.  Y.,  and  of 
Moses  Pratt  Jr.,  formerly  an  !^itor  in  Albany,  X.  Y., — sons  of 
Moses  Pratt.  Moses  Pratt  sold  to  Wm,  xVrthur  SUlrlino-,  an  En'-?- 
lishman  who  had  prcviou.-ly.  settled  and  built  still  further  south  on 
the  rise  of  ground  nearly  opposite  EMad  Andrus,  whose  daughter 
he  married.  Stirlini.^:  is  represented  t<)  have  been  of  iioble  lineage, 
and  to  have  left  his  native  land  to  avoi-.i  a  legal  penalty  ^vdth  which 
he  was  threatened.  lie  had  received  a  finished  education,  and  was 
a  peculiarly  adroit  penman.  Possessing  these  qualifications,  his 
services  as  a  teacher,  were  much  sought,  and  in  this  capacity  he  is 
still  remembered  by  a  few  oged  persons  with  much  interest.  The 
house  of  Stirling,  the  remains  of  which  are  still  visible,  was  after- 
ward occupied  by  Kansom  Andrus.  The  land  became  a  ptu't  of 
Eldad  Andrus'  farm,  and  is  now  owned  by  T.  B.  IloUey. 

Still  further  south  on  the  same  side  of  the  way,  Jedediah  Dur- 
foy  purchased  a  small  lot  and  built  a  log  cabin,  which  after  a  few 
years  he  sold,  and  removed  from  town.  The  houses  on  the  three 
lots  last  named,  have  disappeared,  and  the  lands  have  become  incor- 
porated with  the  adjacent  firms. 

About  three-fourths  ol'  a  mile  west  of  and  nearly  parallel  willi 
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i  tliO  road  on  which  llie  settlers  just  named  were  located,  a  road  was 
ft^vly  surveyed,  and  upon  it  settled  Horace,  a  brother  of  Isaac 
I  Laiidonj  and  Titus  Fenn,  Esq.,  from  Watertown,  Conn.    Mr.  Fena 
i  came  to  CoDiWall  in  1T91.      His  first  her  cahia  was  built  in  the 
I  f.old  near  an  old  barn  southwest  from  Charles  D.  Lane,  its  pres- 
J  cat  owner.    He  afterwards  built  and  resided  several  years  upon  tho 
I  hi:^b;va.j,    Desirous  of  emigratmg  to  central  New  York,  Esq.  Fenn 
I  sold  to  K.  P,  Bingham,  and  Harmon  Samson,  Y^  ho,  aficr  conducting 
I  tho  farm  several  years  in  partnership,  sold  to  William  Lane,  from 
I  Wejbridge,  who  also  bought  of  Horace  Ltiudon  and  united  the  two 
1  l^irms.    ivlr.  Lane  was  an  enterprising  and  successful  fumaer,  and  a 
[   rublic  spirited  and  useful  citizen.    Eut  in  the  midst  of  his  activity, 
I   he  lost  his  life  in  consequence  of  having  his  arm  caught  in  a  thresh- 
[■   ing  machine.    The  arm.  was  so  badly  mutilated  as  to  render  ampu- 
I    tition  near  the  shoulder  necessary.     For  two  or  three  weeks  ho 
I    appeared  convalescent,  and  hope  was  entertained  of  his  recovery  ; 
but  fever  supervened  and  he  died.  Sept.  2G,  1844,at  the  age  of  48 
years.    Since  his  decease  his  fliria,  has  been  owned  and  managed  by 
t    'lis  son,  Charles  I).  Lane,  Esq.     Wm.  Lane  was  the  lather  of  Gil- 
I    bert  0.  Lane. 

I Gilbert  Cook  Lane  was  born  in  Weybridge,  vfhere  his  parents, 
though  natives  of  Cornwall,  vrere  temporo.rily  residing  at  the  time 
of  his  birth.    As  they  returned  to  Cornwall  in  his  early  childhood, 
he  was  a  resident  here  while  acpuiring  liis  education,  and  may  not 
inappropriately  be  accounted  a  son  of  CornT>-aH. 
I       He  vfas  too  feeble  while  a  child  to  bo  much  at  school,  but  im- 
|.  polled  by  a  fondness  for  books  which  appeared  among  the  first  de- 
f    velopements  of  his  mind,  he  made  rapid  improvement  under  his 
J    raother's  tuition.    In  early  youth  he  manifested  a  desire  for  a  lib- 
i    eral  education,  without  the  prospect  of  suilicient  health  to  attain  it. 
He  persevered,  however,  and  having  entered  College,  took  a  high 
position  in  h:s  class,  aj  a  scholar,  e'.pially  respected  for  the  thorough- 
Jioss  of  his  acquisitions,  and  for  his  ditiideuce  and  amiableness. 
liiough  his  studies  were  interrupted  by  frequently  recurring  turns 
ot  illness,  his  classmates  unanimously  awarded  him  a  very  high, 
n  not  tho  highest  place  among  their  number,  as  a  scholar.  He 
]  1-2 
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completed  hh  Collegiate  course  in  1853,  cdi'l  tlie  same  auh-iir.- 
became  the  principal  of  a  Female  Seminar j  in  Lovnidesville.  Som. 
Carolina,  -whither  he  AYcnt  in  hope  that  a  resideiACe  iii  a  souther;, 
cliaiate,  might  prove  favorable  to  his  health.      lie  comiQenceJ  hi- 
second  year  of  instruction,  but  the  jealousy  of  northern  influence  ^ 
which  even  then  infected  some  of  his  patrons,  rendered  his  confhi- 
uanee  impleasiint;  hiv]  ho  resigned  his  charge,  and  became  tempo- 
rarily connected  ^vith  the  Tiicological  seminary  in  Columbiay  S.  C. 
Here,  as  I  am  assured  b}^  one  of  the  Professors  of  the  Institution, 
he  ^Ton,  by  bis  ability  and  Christian  virtues,  the  vinif?r^i  respect  of 
his  teachers  and  fellow  students,  and  tlicy  would  have  tendered  him 
special  inducements  to  remain  with  th.em,  but  he  prctbrred  to  pur- 
sue his  Theological  studies  at  Andover.     Having  resided  here  a 
few  months,  he  accepted  a  tutorship  in  i^Jiddlebury  College.  r»e- 
fore  the  expiration  of  a  sirgle  year  in  this  service,  he  was  compelled, 
by  the  entire  prostration  of  his  health,  to  seek  relief  in  relaxation. 
So  strong  was  his  desire  to  render  himself  useful,  that  during  his 
intervals  of  relief  from  the  suffering  and  exhaustion  of  pulmonary 
disease,  he  cm.ployed  his  energies  in.  preparing  for  publication  an 
edition  of  Herodotus,  with  critical  r.otes.     At  the  time  of  his  de- 
cease in  Xov.,  185S,  at  the  age  of  30  years,  this  work  was  nearly 
completed.    A  competen-i  critic  pronounced  the  work  -^vell  done, and 
would  have  undertaken  to  carry  it  through  the  press,  if  a  den^and 
for  its  publication  had  not  been  forostall<e'd  by  the  unexpected  issue 
of  a  similar  work,  about  the  same  time. 

As  another  indicarion  of  Mr.  Lane's  desire  for  usefulness,  may 
be  mentioned  the  fsict.  that  in  his  will,  niade  just  before  his  decease, 
he  bequeathed,  from  slender  means,  one  hundred  dellars  to  aid  in 
establishing  a  circulating  library,  hoping  thereby  to  encourage 
among  his  townsmen,  especially  the  youth,  a  fondness-  for  improve- 
ment. To  this  legacy  the  reader  will  elsewhere  find  foiiher  allu- 
sion. He  also  left  a  legacy  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  for  the 
library  of  Middlebury  College. 

A  short  period  before  his  decease,  Mr.  Lane  was  married  toaMiss 
i4arriet  Samson,  a  young  lady  to  whom  ho  had  been  previously 
a^ianced,  and  who,  it  was  his  desire,  might  be  his  constant  atten- 
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]  lilt  in  his  hst  hours,  and  tlie  recipient  of  the  moderate  estate  liC 
h:id  been  able,  in  the  midst  of  iRfirmities,  to  retain. 

With  all  his  other  endowments,  }-Ir.  Lane  posse./:-ed  the  genius  of 
:i  poet.  Several  of  his  poetic  effasioDS  oF  high  merit  have  been 
arranged  and  pur^lishod  under  the  editorial  care  of  his  classraate 
.u4  friendj  Ilev,  I>.  J).  Amos.  Others  of  his  poems  equally  mer- 
jiorious,  and  several  of  his  prodactions  in  prose,  evincing  even 
.rreater  intellectual  ability,  -vvcro  ^vithheld  fi-om  the  little  yolame, 
v;hich  was  intended  rather  as  a  memorial  for  his  friendSj  than  as  a 
collection  of  his  writings  for  the  public. 

Though  extended  quotations  from  the  writings  of  Mr.  Lane  will 
not  be  expected  on  these  pages,  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to  with- 
hold from  the  reader  the  following  beautiful  stanzas,  not  embraced 
in  the  collection  above  named.  If  not  his  first  attempt  at  poetry, 
they  are  his  first  prbited  lines,  and  may.  pcrciiance;  have  been 
iuspired  by  the  same  Muse  Vidiich  indited  Cowper's  ••  Lines  on  tlie 
receipt  of  his  Mother's  Picture/'  and  other  of  his  gentlest  lays  : 

^' LINES  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  BROTHEEt  WILLTAM-fc  SECOXU  CHILD. 

A  bud  I  savf  of  lovliest  hue, 

Expamliag,  soon  to  be  a  il'jwer; 
It  glisteucvl  in  tlio  morniiig  de^Vj 

It  cliarracd — vet  cliarnicu  '''at  for  an  ]\our  : 
Fur  soon,  alis  1  the  spoiler's  ]iand 

Its  bloom  rtleutlessly  dv.-..ycd. 
It  Ml  le^.re       storti  cuLi  :.ir:d, 

And  left  a  -Ireary  void. 

Anon  the  self-iiuic  stem  did  Ijcir 

A 'blossom,  opening  a  ^  bcf^re  ; 
As  street  as  'v^-as  tlie  first,  and  fair 

As  ever  Eden's  garden  bore. 
But  soon,  tkis  too,  tliou.crh  longer  left, 

Was  doomed  to  share  its  sister's  fate  ;  — 
The  tree  twice  bles't  and  twice  bereft, 

"Was  bare  avid  deiobiie. 

These  buds,  tluis  prernaturclj  torn 

From  otf  the  parent  tree  or  vii.e, 
Dear  Sister  I  v.-eeping  and  forlorn  I 

Are  cii-biematicai  of  ihiue. 
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Yet  hi^ppier  these;  for  now  above 
Thr-y  broatb.e  ft  pure^  a  heayenly  air  : 

Tliere  rai^se  their  songs  of  praise  and  iove. 
And  sbiue  supremely  fair." 

There  are  fevr  incidents  in  Mr.  Lane's  earlj  life  to  be  rehearsed, 
lie  was  too  feeble  m  childhood  to  parlicipato  in  the  sports  of  Jiis 
companions,  and  too  fond  of  books  to  desire  any  other  employment 
than  til  oil  penisal.  On  this  account-  till  bo  Trent  abroad  to  fit  for 
College^  he  always  lived  amid  the  endearments  of  a  qniet  homo. 
Though  reared  under  religious  influences;  both  his  parents  baying 
been  professedly  pir-us,  he  was  not  converted  until  after  his  admis- 
sion to  College  in  the  Spring  of  1850.  He  soon  united  witb  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Middlebury,  ar.d  from  that  period  bis 
path  ''was  as  the  shining  light,  which  shineth  more  and  raore  until 
the  perfect  day.*'  Regarding  bis  malady  as. incurable,  he  viewed 
bis  approaching  dissolution  with  composure,  and  it  was  the  language 
of  his  heart  as  well  as  of  his  lips,  "  Not  my  willj  0,  Father,  but 
thine  be  done." 

**  Safe  art  thoa  k"'.1gct:l  above  thes«  rolling  spheres. 
The  balcfai  influence  of  whose  dddy  dance 
Sheds  sad  vicissitude  oa  all  beneath.'*, 

South  of  Titus  Fenn,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  Nathan  EellSj 
from  Hebron,  Conn.,  settled  at  an  early  day,  and  built  a  log  bouse 
near  an  orchard  which  still  remains,  about  sixty  or  eighty  rods 
north  of  James  T.  Lane.  On  this  lot  which  he  purcliased  of  Mr, 
Fenn.  Mr.  Eells  lived  until  he  bought  of  Ephraim  Andrus  the 
location,  which  he  occupied  at  the  time  of  bis  death,  since  owned 
by  his  son-in-law,  Hosea  E.  Eoss,  and  by  Eollin  Lane,  its  present 
occupant.  Ephraim  Andrus  built  his  first  log  cabin  some  distance 
west  of  the  present  buildings.  After  Mr.  Andrus  sold  to  Mr.  Eells, 
be  removed  to  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Benj.  Parkill.  While 
residing  there,  he  was  much  engaged  in  teaming  between  Middle- 
bury  and  Troy.  On  one  of  his  market  excursions,  he  was 
accidentally  killed.  After  a  few  years,  his  fimily  removed  to 
Pennsylvania. 
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\  I    Wlien  Mr.  Eells  first  came  to  Corn  wall  j  he  purchased  in  the 
I  I  south-west  part  of  the  town,  a  lot  already  mentioned,  of  Kathan 
f  I  Delano,  which  now  belongs  to  Dea.  Casey.     The  failure  of  his 
;  health  prevented  his  encountering  the  severe  labor  of  clearing  a 
i  new  farm,  and  he  ahaiidoned  the  nndertaking  and  betook  himself  to 
I  making  wTOUght  nails  for  building  purposes.     In  this  employment 
.  I  he  continued  several  yeai-s  until  firmer  health  enabled  him  to  re- 
*  gume  his  chosen  callir'.g.    His  farm  was  made  up,  besides  the  por- 
1  tions  bought  of  Fenn  and  x\ndru3,  of  a  lot  bought  of  Simeon 
1   Linsly.    He  became  so  much  distinguished  among  his  brother 
I  farmers,  for  the  energy  and  system  with  which  he  conducted  his 
j   business,  that  he  received  from  them  the  title  of  General,  by  which 
]    appellation,  he  is  still  remembered.    He  believed  himself  and  no 
[   doubt  correctly,  to  have  been  the  first  farmer  in  town  who  employed 
I   Gypsum,  or  Plaster  of  Paris,  as  a  fertilizer. 

I  His  account  of  his  first  experiment,  as  related  to  me  by  liiraself, 
j  is  on  this  wise  :  In  the  summer  of  1816,  when  the  continuance  of 
f  cold  and  even  snow  as  late  "as  the  10th  of  June,  discouraged  the 
I  hopes  of  the  husbandman,  Mr.  Eells  determined  that  he  would 
I  make  a  trial  of  plaster  on  his  corn.  Some  of  his  neighbors,  and 
i  especially  his  father-in-law,  Morgan,  who  had  pbmtcd  a  field  of 
corn  side  by  side  with  his,  laughed  at  his  book  fanning.  But  when 
Mr.  Eells  had  deliberately  made  up  his  mind  in  any  case,  derision 
was  lost  upon  him.  He  drove  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  then  the  nearest 
point  at  which  the  article  could  be  obtained,  procured  as  much  as  his 
team  could  conveniently  draw,  and  returned  in  season  to  celebrate 
the  fourth  of  July,  by  putting  it  on  his  corn.  He  put  a  spoonful 
on  every  hill  in  the  lot,  except  two  rows.  At  harvest,  when  most 
cc>rn  fields  were  worthless,  and  his  father  iMorgan's,  whose  field  on 
the  fourth  of  July  was  as  promising  as  his  own,  had  not  a  single 
sound  ear,  Mr,  Eells  gathered  from  his  a  middling  crop  of  fair 
com,  except  from  the  two  unplastered  rows,  which  furnished  none 
tb.at  was  sound.  From  this  time, whatever  Ins  neighbors  thought  of 
book  farming  in  general,  they  could  not  doubt,  in  some  cases,  the 
value  of  plaster. 

Mr.  Eells  CAhibited  a  measure  of  fairness  and  generosity  in  his 
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dealings,  which  won  the  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  had  inlc!  - 
course.  His  word  might  always  be  trusted  with  regard  either  i 
the  quality  or  quantity  of  a  commedity  he  ofiered  for  sale.  liv 
possessed,  v;ithal,  a  peculiarly  genial  spirit,  which  rendered  hin 
happy  in  promoting  the  happiness  of  "others.  Having  been  blessed 
with  a  numerous  ilimily  of  children,  he  was  wor^t  to  convoy  them 
to  und  from  school,  especially  in  forbidding  weather  in  winter,  Th- 
appearance  of  bis  ample  sleigh  and  strong  team,  was  always  the 
pledge  of  a  ride  to  all  who  might  bo  so  fortunate  as  to  be  passing 
in  tlie  same  direction.  Having  had  occasion  to  pass  over  the  same 
road  in  part,  on  my  way  to  and  from  school,  it  was  often  niy  priv- 
ilege to  be  one  of  his  passengers,  and  to  see  his  capacious  sleigh 
freighted  vyith  a  company,  which,  in  these  days,  would  of  itself 
constitute  a  respectable  school. 

A  lady  who  was  much  in  IJv.  Eells'  family,  assures  me  that  she 
has  heard  him  say  that  in  his  youth,  being  in  want  of  pantaloons, 
and  being  short  of  material  to  make  them,  ho  gathered  a  species  of 
nettles  and  dressed  them  like  flax,  from  which  his  mother  spun  and 
wove  the  cloth  for  the  purpose  —  an  example  perhaps  which  our 
southern  friends  would  f.iin  coT}ipel  us  to  follovf,  or  yield  compli- 
ance wiih  their  wishes. 

In  1805,  Mr.  Eells  received  into  his  family  his  sister^ in-law. 
Mrs.  Mary  Eells,  from  Coventry,  Conn,  with  her  only  son,  tiie 
late  Oliver  J.  Eells,  M.  D.,  then  in  early  childhood.  In  this 
family  the  widowed  mother,  and  her  son  found  a  hospitable  home> 
and  the  education  of  the  son  commenced  under  his  uncle's  fostering 
care.    Mr.  Eells  died  in  looO  ;  aged  82. 

The  farm  now  o^vned  by  Jam^es  T.  Lane,  was  first  settled  by 
Gideon  Judd  at  a  very  early  date,  who  built  his  first  cabin  some 
rods  west  of  the  present  buildings.  Judd  sold  to  Enos  Morgan, 
who  came  from  Rochester  in  this  state  about  ISOG.  Mr,  Morgan 
died  in  lS2'd,  at  the  advanced  age  of  90  years.  After  his  decease 
the  farm  beeame  tlie  prop<;:-ty  of  his  gvaud-^on,  John  Eells,  who,  in 
lSo9,  at  the  age  of  31  years,  vras  killed  by  an  imperfection  of  his 
rifle,  11q  saw  a  bird  light  down  near  his  house,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sliooting  it,  took  his  gun,  which  he  had  just  brought  from 
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;  ihe  gun-smltb.  The  sarac  cliargc  which  killed  the  bird,  drove  the 
I  hrcech-pin  from  the  barrel  backward  through  his  skull,  and  lodged 

•  :t  near  his  brain.  The  surc;!:eon  was  unable  to  extract  it,  and  after 
I  two  weeks  ot  suiferiD,^.  he  expired,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  chil- 
I  (iren  to  monrn  his  nntiuiely  death.  The  brecch-pin  is  said  to  have 
f  been  too  small,  and  to  have  been  put  in  with  tow  as  packing,  with- 

■  'Ut  any  warning  from  the  gimsmith  of  its  condition.     It  is  not 

•  vasy  to  exonerate  from  the  charge  of  manslaughter,  the  faithless 
:-echanic  who  returned  a  gun  to  its  owner,  in  such  a  condition, 
'•vithout    preinomition  of  its  unfitness  for  service.   After  the  death 

r  Mr.  Eells,  James  T.  Lane  married  his  widow,  and  has  since 
"■•cupied  the  firm. 
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CIIAPTEE  XIL 

LOCATION  OF  SETTLERS  CONTINUED—'JAKED  AEEENATHT-— CYEUS 
ABERNATHY— DPv.  FREDERIC  FORD  SEN. — MOSES  '  GOOBKICH— 
JABEZ  WATR0U3 — REV.  BENJAMIN  W003TER— HENRY  DAG  GET 
AND  ABBOTT  TAMBLING — SA-\Y-MILL— JOHN  GILMAN — -DANIEL 
HUNTINGTON — OLD  ROAD  WEST  FROM  P.  B.  WARNEIi'S — DAVID 
SEYMOUR— TRUMAN  WHEELER — CORNELIUS  BUTCHER — BENJA- 
MIN, JOSEPH  AND  JOHN  HAMLIN — PHILIP  V/ARNER — FOUR 
HUNDRED  ACRE  "  LOT  OF  SAMUEL  BENTON— "WATER  POWER — 
GRIST  AND  SAW-MILL  OF  DAVID  PRATT — VARIOUS  ATTEMPTS  TO 
USE  THE  BEAVER  BROOK  AS  A  MOTIVE  POWER — LEVI  SPERRY— 
THOMAS  HALL — NATHAN  AND  PITTS  INGRAHAM—  JOHN  BOYNTON 
—  JEREMIAH  BINGHAM  2nB — HON.  HILAND  HALL — REUBEN' BING- 
HAM— ERASTU3   HATUEWAY— AARON   DELONG  DEA.  JEREMTAH 

BINGHAM  AND  SONS. 

Jared  Abernatliy  was  the  first  actual  settler  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  son  Cjrus  Abernathy,  having  purchased  his  land  in 
sections  of  Aaron  Scott^  ]Martaa  Douglass  and  Satauel  Benton. — 
His  fiither,  Cyrus  Abernathy  had  previously  bought  of  Samuel 
Benton,  and  built  upon  the  farm  lying  next  south,  the  house  which 
has  since  been  occupied  by  Simeon  Linsly,  Francis  Ilardy  and 
others,  and  is  novr  owned  by  Dea.  Dan  Warner. 

South  of  the  lot  of  Cyrus  Abernatliy-sen.,  Dr.  Frederick  Ford 
pitched  a  hundred  acres  in  1TS4,  on  which  he  settled  and  built  a 
log-house  nearly  on  the  siie  now  occupied  by  the  dwelling  of  P.  B. 
AYarner.    lie  afterward  buih  a  brick  house  near  the  same  ground, 


niSTOIlY  or  CORN Vr ALL.     .  109 

\',liicli  having  become  uilapiclatcd,  was  removed  by  Mr,  Warner  to 
make  room  for  bis  present  structure.  This  pit- "i  of  Dr.  Eord,  with 
a  portion  of  tb^e  scliool  land  of  the  town  annexed,  constitutes  the 
farms  of  Mr.  \Vo.rner.  o.nd  of  Eollin  W.  Foot,  the  successor  of 
Mulford  Eitchel.  wlio  bj  nrirriage  became  in  part  owner  of  the 
original  farm,  anib* built  the  bouse  in  which  Mr.  Foot  lives.  While 
Dr.  Ford  resided  on  this  mvm,  his  son  Frederick  I'ord  :*v.  ivas  ])orn. 
In  lT05j  Dr.  Ford  sold  this  estate  to  his  brother-in-IaW;  Moses 
Goodrich,  and  removed  to  a  location  which  much  better  accommo- 
dated his  v/rofossioual  business—the  location  mentioned  on  a  previ- 
ous page,  as  purchased  of  Daniel  Campbell,  and  on  which  Dr.  Ford 
lived  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

On  the  road  which  once  run  south  from  P.  B.  Warner  to  Mrs. 
Sherwood  — -  many  years  since  discontinued  —  there  were  several 
settlers  at  an  early  day,  who,  with  their  places  of  a])ode,  have  all 
di~ipp8ored.  Among  these  settlers,  Jabez  Watrous  built  north  of 
the  east  and  west  road  from  the  meeting-house,  as  did  llev.  Benja- 
min Wooster  south  of  it,  on  land  now  owned  by  Merrill  Bing- 
ham. On  land  now  belonging  to  Chauncey  XL  Stovfcll,  Abbot 
Tambling  and  Henry  Doggei  both  settled  teir^porarily,  and  one  of 
them  constructed  a  dam  across  the  stream  and  erected  a  savr-mill, 
traces  of  which  still  remain.  The  supply  of  water,  however,  was 
loo  uncertain,  especially  after  the  land  above  was  cleared,  to  be  of 
much  value,  and  the  enterprise  was  abandoned. 

Still  further  west  of  the  old  road  above  mentioned,  near  the  brook, 
John  Gilman  owned  a  lot  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  VNdiich 
he  sold  to  Daniel  Huntington,  who  settled  upon  it  and  remained  till 
1802.  Huntington  sold  to  Dea.  Jeremiah  Bingham,  who  retained 
it  till  iiis  decease,  when,  by  his  will,  tlio  proceeds  of  the  farm  were 
given  for  benevolent  purposes,  and  the  land  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Merrill  Bingham,  its  present  ov/ner.  In  the  now  abandoned 
and  dilapidated  dvrelling  on  this  farm,  w*as  born  the  Rev.  Hyman 
A.  Wilder,  for  years  past,  a  devoted  missionary  to  the  Zulu's  of 
Africa. 

 "T'ie  y.'Ac  it-clf  wiiuio  broavi  stream 

Ecar=  btilth  aa'l  fruitfulucic  through  Liauy  a  cliiac, 
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^  Froi^  m  iinkivown,  penurious,  scanty  source  | 
Takes  its  first  rise.    The  forest  oak;  whicli  shades 
The  sultry  troops  in  many  a  toiisome  march, 
Oi\ce  an  unlieeded  acorn  lay." 

A  road  ^Ta3  surveyed  and  opened  ver}-  early  from  P,  Warner's, 
T/'C5twr)rdlj  across  the  Beafer  brook,  and  ^vas  divided  into  two 
branclieSj  one  of  •syhich  met  the  road  passing  by  Joseph  K.  S perry  : 
the  other  the  road  -^vhich  passes  the  residence  of  the  late  B.  P. 
Eino-harn.  to  B.  S.  Bock^yeirs.  On  the  southern  branch  of  this 
road,  David  Seymour  settled  early,  having  purchased  in  part,  of 
Samuel  Benton, "and  having  added  to  his  farm  by  pitching  two  sniall 
lots.  Seymour  sold  to  Isaac  Hull  in  1706.  His  dwelling  has  dis- 
appeared, and  the  road  on  which  he  lived  has  been  discontinued  for 
nearly  half  a  century. 

•  Several  early  settlers  located  themselves  north  of  dared  Aber- 
nathy  :  some  of  them  on  very  small  lots.  Among  them  Truman 
Yv'heeler  made  two  pitclies  in  1TS3, which  are  endorsed  as  re-surveys 
of  pitches  which  were  made  and  duly  recorded  before  the  records 
were  burnt  in  IT 79.  Wheeler  built  on  the  east  side  of  the  road.' 
Between  him  and  Abernathy,  Benjnmin  Hamlin  built  on  a  lot  of 
thirteen  acres,  which,  in  1803,  he  s-Au  to  Abraliani  H-ilcom.  Just 
north  of  V7heeler,  'Cornelius  Dutclic-r  also  built  on  a  fifteen  acre 
lot.  which,  in  1800,  he  sold  to  Josepli  Hamlin  wiiu  had  bought  a 
lot  of  Samuel  Benton  in  1785,  and  built  on  the  vrost  side  of  the 
road,  on  land  now  owned  by  Bea.  Warner.  He  also  lived  on  the 
cast  side  of  the  road,  in  a  house  which  has  been  recently  removed. 

Still  further  north  John  Hamlin  located  himself  having  first 
built  on  the  west  side,  and  afterward  on  the  east  side  of  the  road, 
on  the  farm  now  ovrned  by  his  son,  Ira  Hamlin,  and  his  grandson, 
Joseph  Hamlin,  vrho,  two  or  three  years  since,  built  on  the  west 
side  of  the  way,  a  neat  and-tastoful  d-velling.  The  farm  of  John 
Hamlin  was  composed  in  part  of  a  purchase  from  Samuel  Benton, 
and  of  two  pitches  made  by  himself  in  1785  and  1730. 

The  farm  on  which  Bea.  Dan,  "W^arner  now  lives,  was  first  set- 
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tlc^l  by  Benj.  Haralia.  by  -^vnoni  it  was  sold  to  Jobn  Rockwell,  ^Yho 
ill  turn,  sold  to  Coile  Anuras  and  Elisba  IIiirlltLit.  By  tbem  it  v-"c:s 
^ol J  to  Philip  Warner,  vvbo  was  a  native  of  StaiTord,  Conn.,  but 
Ladj  for  some  years,  resided  at  Ellington,  in  tbat  State.  He  re- 
moved to  Cornwall  in  ISOG,  an<l  establisbod  biuiscdf  as  a  cooper, 
prosecuting  his  trade  in  connection  with  the  mariagcment  of  bis 
fanxi.  After  bis  death  in  1S20,  at  the  age  of  75,  liis  farm  passed 
into  the  hands  ut  bis  son,  the  present  owner.  This  was  the  birth- 
place of  Rollm  J.  Warner,  M.  D. 

Samuel  -  Benton  very  soon  after  the  war,  had  made  several 
pitches  on  Ciificrent  original  rights  in  this  neighborhood,  which 
amounted  in  the  aiz^resate  to  four  or  five  hundred  acres,  including 
the  mill  lot  now  owned  by  Garrison  W.  Foot,  Several  deeds  of  land 
iii  that  vicinity  allude  to  Col.  Benton's  *•  four  hundred  acre  lot,*"' 
and  otliers  to  his  mill  lot.''  The  first  dam  in  this  vicinity  was 
thrown  across  the  stream  about  sixty  rods  below  that  of  Mr.  Foot. 
Ai  that  point  were  a  grist  and  saw-mi]l.  The  grist-mill  vfas  kept 
up  for 'several  years  by  David  Ih'att,  and  persons  now  advanced  in 
years  s}>eak  of  having  carried  grain  thither  for  grinding.  This 
dam  havini:  been  destroved  and  the  building;  removed,  several  at- 
tempts  have  been  made  to  maintain  a  dam  whore,  or  nearly  v^  Iiere 
the  present  one  exists ;  and  a  saw-mill  of  considerable  eilicieney, 
together  with  other  macliinery,  was  for  some  years  oper:Lted  nmch 
to  the  convenience  of  the  neighborhood.  IVa:  '.lams  here  Iiave  so 
often' been  destroyed,  or  badly  damaged  by  fr.  ::;:-tS;  that  the  cost  of 
their  maintenance  has  been  deemed  disproporiiunate  to  th^ir  value. 
One  erected  some  four  or  five  years  since  by  C-arrisonW. Foot. for  the 
purpose  of  running  a  shingle  mill  an-l  other  inachinery.  on  a  plan 
difierent  fi-om  its  pre^lecossors,  and  which  pvoini^-ii  move  safety  and 
permanence,  vras  suddenly  rendered  useless  in  the  autumn  of  18G0, 
by  a  violent  fi'eshet.  The  bank  of  the  stream  above  the  dam  was 
suddenly  broken  tlirongh  in  such  a  way  as  to  disappoint  the  hopes 
of  Mr.  Foot,  and  ui-cuurage  farther  attom])ts  to  prosecute  the 
enterprise. 

The  lot  of  Col.  Benton  above  mentioned,  is  divided  among  sev- 
-val  of  the  farms  in  the  vicinity — portions  of  it  being  owned  by 
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G.H.Warner.  Jeliiel  K.Wriglit.  J;  K.  and  A.  H.  Sperry, Cyras  Aber- 
natby,Dan  Warner,  John  Eockv/ell.and  perhaps  Ira  Hamlin  and  son, 

Levi  SVverry  settled  in  1788  on  the  farm,  novr  occupied  by  his 
son  Joseph  K..  and  his  grandson,  Albert  XL  Sperry.  The  deed 
informis  us  that  the  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  Vr'a^.  conveyed  by 
David  Sperry  to  his  son  Levi,  "in  consideration  of  his  love  and 
good  will  " — in  other  words,  was  a  gift  from  the  fatliCr  to  the  son. 

Thomas  Hall  in  1TS3  made  pKohei  lyaicli  included  the  farm  now 
owned  by  ^Yhitefield  Wooster,  and  which  with  some  purchases  from 
Abel  Wriglit  and  others,  amounted  in  tltc  aggregate  to  several  hun- 
dred ?.cre5.  His  survcj  s  extended  as  far  south  as  the  flirm  of  the 
late  R.  P.  Bingham  :  so  fir  east  as  to  embrace  a  part  of  the  farms 
of  C.  IL  Warner,  and  Rev.  J.  K.  Wright.  His  own  house  he 
built  near  where  Mr,  Wooster  now  lives.  His  son,  David,  settled 
southwest  from  his  dwelling,  and  afterward  sold  toYulliam  Baxter, 
who  built  the  house  now  occupied  by  his  widow,  and  her  present 
husband,  B.  F.  Lewis.  Thomas  Hall  also  sold  Nathan  Tngra- 
ham  in  1791,  fifty  acres  of  land,  afterwd  owned  by  his  brother, 
Pitts  Ingraham,  and  now  owned  by  Elder  Wright.  lh\  Hall  sold 
to  Elisha  Hurlbut.  a  lot  in  1705.  Elisha  Hurlbut  sold  to  John 
Boynton  in  1798,  from  whom  it  has  passed  through  several  hands 
to  its  present  owner.  C.  H.  Warner,  On  this  farm,  was  born  Rev, 
Henry  Boynton. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  but  rem.oved  with  his 
father  to  Bennington  previous  to,  or  during  the  revolutionary  war. 
He  came  to  Cornwall  in  company  with  Dea.  Jeremiah  Bingham, 
and  was  an  active  ?nd  useful  citizen  duriric^  his  residence  in  town, 
which,  hovy'ever,was  rendered  brief  by  his  death  about  ISOl.  As  indi- 
cative of  the  privations  and  vfants,  to  which  the  first  settlers  were 
subjected,  I  present  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  M_.  Half 
to  his  friends  in  Bennington,  written  a  few  months  after  his  arrival. 
The  letter  is  hi'". ,  furnished  by  his  kinsman,  Ex-Governor  Hi- 
land  Hall. 

CoR^'WALL,  April  2,  1784. 
Honored  father  and  mother  and  hrotlier  : 

This  is  to  inform  yea  of  our  vreltare,  and  thanks  to  the  good- 
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it.cSd  of  God,  that  Vr'e  are  alive.    I  hope  you  will  remember  us  here 
th  the  -R-ilderness  and  come  and  see  us.    I  y>u\  let  you  know  what 
^wo  are  in  want  of  most,  that  if  you  corne  and  see  us,  you  may 
help  us  if  you  can.    We  have  spun  what  flax  we  have,  and  if  you 
^  cvA  bring  us  ten  or  a  dozen  pounds  more,  we  can  make  use  of  it.— 
^'iW-Kaveno  way  to  get  weaving  done  at  present.    I  have  been 
^huilding  a  loom  for  Hiland.  and  we  can  have  v-'caving  done  then,  if 
^.c  can  get  a  reed.    I  must  try  to  get  your  four  and  thirty  reed  by 
'.u^ing  or  borrowing  f^r  the  sunmier. 

(Signed,)  THOMAS  HALL. 

South  of  Thomas  HalVs  on  the  road  to  V/cst  Cornwall,  or  ^'Eing- 
ham  Street,"  as  it  is  often  called,  the  first  early  settler  who 
located  himself  was  Jereiniah  Bingham  2nd,  a  nephew  of  Dea. 
ringham.  He  built  his  cabin  vrhere  Owen  Iloalzes  now  lives,  but 
^  dd  in  1793  to  his  uncle  above  named.  He  was  a  revolutionary 
soldier,  thou2:h  I  am  unable  to  recount  his  services. 

Hon,  Hiland  Hall,  came  to  Cornwall  from  Eennington  in  the 
winter  of  1T83-84,  about  the  same  time,  with  his  uncle  Thomas 
Hall.  I  am  informed  by  his  kinsman  and  namesake,  the  late  Gov- 
ernor of  this  State,  that  '*hc  wa^  born  at  Guilford.  Connecticut,  but 
removed  when  young  with  his  father  to  Norfolk.  He  served  in  the 
army  as  Orderly  Sergeant  and  Commissary,  for  about  three  years. 
His  death  occurred  at  his  father's  in  Norfolk,  Conn.,  wdiithor  he 
had  journeyed  for  his  health  in  the  autunm  of  1789.  After  his 
decease,  his  widow,  who  was  subsequently  married  to  Ebenezer 
Hurlbut,  of  Orwell,  received  a  considerable  pension  from  the  United 
States,  for  the  services  of  her  first  husband  as  an  officer  in  the  arniy." 
From  the  records  of  the  town  we  learn  that,  at  its  organization 
in  178-i,  Hiland  Hall  was  appointed  the  first  Treasurer.  He 
"was  also  the  first  representative  from  Cornwall  to  the  General  As- 
sembly in  1786,  and  at  the  organization  of  ^Vddison  County  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  County  Court.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  C"ng.vegational  Church,  and  was  designated 
in  company  with  Dea.  Bingham,  as  one  of  its  deacons.  During 
the  brief  period  wdiich  elapsed  between  his  removal  to  Cornwall  and 
his  decease,  he  enjoyed  tli--  re.;pcct  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citi- 
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*  zens  in  every  relation,  and  his  counsels  Y,'ere  sought  and  prized  both  \  j 
in  secular  and  ecclesiastical  afEairs.  { 

Judge  Hall  settled  vrliere  the  Yfidow  and  daughter  of  the  lak  ^  j-^ 
Eeuben  Bingham  now  reside,  having  purchased  his  land  of  Thoma,:  I  f{ 
Hall,  and  of  Erastus  Ilathevray,  and  here  resided  until  his  death.  I  ul 
After  his  decease  the  faroi  po-ssed  into  the  proprietorship  of  Aaron  {  \ 
Belong,  "v^iio  sold  to  Reuben  Bingham,  first  located,  as  we  have  ?  I] 
already  had  occasion  to  notice,  south,  of  Stockweirs  Corner.  Mr.  I  ^ 
Bingham  remained  upon  this  farm  through  a  life  protracted  to  |  ti 
advanced  age,  and  rendered  honorable  and  useful  by  persevering  ;  ^ 
industry,  and  steady  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  Beuben  '{  ^ 
Birjgham  v^as  the  father  of  Rev.  Luther  G.  Bingham,  a  graduate  of  i 
Middlebury  College  in  1821.  I  \ 

Erastus  Hatheway  settled  ^vhere  Merrill  Bingham  now  lives.  In  J 
1800  he  vfas  succeeded  by  Aaron  Belong,  Esq.,  who  was  a  highly 
esteemed  and  valuable  citizen.  He  held  important  town  offices,  / 
several  times  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  | 
was  accounted  a  discreet  and  able  oiScer  in  whatever  position  his  I 
services'  were  reouired.  Besides  the  sale,  above  mentioned^  to  Reu-  j 
ben  Bin:^!iam,  he  sold  to  James  Bingham,  a  brother  of  Reuben,  the  ? 
lot  which  the  late  R.  P.  Bingham  occupied  at  the  time  of  his  de-  \ 
cease,  and  which  is  now  owiied  by  Harrison  F.  Dean.  | 

It  seems  but  a  just  tribute  to  R.  P.  Bingham,  to  odd,  that  he  i 
was  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  one  of  our  most  enterprising  and  k 
promising  middle-aged  men,  both  in  secular  and  ecclesiastical  I 
afiairs.  He  died  suddenly  of  Cholera  about  181:9.  at  Chicago.  | 
where  he  was  ten:porarily  stopping  on  business. 

South  of  Erastus  Ilathewav,  Dea.  Jeremiah  Bincrham  settled  in 
the  spring  of  17S-1.  He  resided  in  Bennington  at  the  time  of  the  \ 
battle  in  that  vicinity,  in  which  he  bore  a  part.  He  came  to  Corn-  ; 
\vall  before  he  removed  his  family,  and  built  a  log  cabin  on  the  - 
rising  ground  south-west  of  the  spot  on  v>diich  his  son  Asahel  recent-  / 
ly  lived.  Ho  afterward.,  built  the  house  which  he  occupied  at  the  f 
time  of  his  decease,  and  which  still  remains,  though  it  has  for  t 
years  exhibited  indubi cable  indications  that,  liko  all  sublunary 
things,  it  is  passing  away.  'f' 
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On  a  part  of  Dea.  Bingham's  once  ample  farm,  bis  son,  Jeremiah 
Jr..  still  resides  in  advanced  age.     He  remcuns  wbcro  lie  has  long, 
icsided,  north  of  tlie  paternal  mansion,  having  reared  a  large  and 
respectable  family,  to  which  belong.^  liCV.  Iliram  l>jnghamj  a  grad- 
uate of  }.Iiddlebnrj  College  in  1889, 

Dea.  Asahel  Bingliara,  for  many  years  resided  with  his  father. 
]Ie  subsequently  built  the  house  south  of  his  father's,  where,  after  a 
protracted  illness,  he  recently  died;  Ho  has  been  town  representa- 
tive :  was  tvt'enty  years  town  clerk  ;  and  has  hebl  numerous  impor- 
tant town  oiSces.  He  for  many  years  ofiiciated  as  Deacon  of  the 
Congregational  and  Free  Churches.  He  was  the  father  of  Eev, 
Joel  S.,  Asahel  H.  and  Benjamin  ¥.  Binglitim,  elsevdiere  noticed 
among  those  from  our  town  who  have  engaged  in  professional  em- 
ployments.    The  birth-place  of  these  gentlemen  was  the  mansion 

their  venerable  grandfather. 

Dea.  Jeremiah  Bingham  was  chosen  moderator  of  the  lirst  town 
meeting  at  the  organization  of  the  town,  and  the  records  exhibit 
conclusive  evidence  that  his  fellow-citizens  dem-an-led  his  services  in 
ahnost  every  official  station,  until  advancing  age  excused  him  from 
active  labor,  and  a  generation  came  forward  to  discharge  responsi- 
bilities, which  the  fathers  had  so  usefully  and  so  creditably  borne. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church:  was  chosen  its  first  jjoilerator  and  Ilegister,  and  perlbrra- 
ed  the  duties  of  these  stations  until  a  pastor  was  settled,  to  whom, 
l)y  vote  of  the  Church,  they  ^vcrc  transierred.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  first  deacons  chosen  by  the  Congregatiuiial  Church,  and  contin- 
ued to  discharge  the  duties  of  tlie  office  ably  till  extreme  age  in- 
duced him  to  desire  a  successor. 

It  is  not  known  to  his  chikb-en  to  what  extent  he  was  cni^asied  in 
military  service  during  the  revolution.  They  know,  however,  that 
he  was  in  the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  th;it  he  was  connected  with 
the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  garrison  at  Ticonderoga  pre- 
vious to  its  surrcn'ler  to  Burgiyne.  Li  this  school  he  perhaps 
received  the  training  which  secured  to  him  the  systematic  habits  for 
winch  ho  was  distinguished.  He  possessed,  withal,  indomitable 
energy  and  perseverance,  as  well  as  inflexible  moral  and  religious 
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principle.  I  recollect  having  been  present  at  a  meeting  of  tin; 
churcb,  in  thej  Yi'ere  atteiKling  to  tlie  discipline  of  one  of 

his  sons.  They  Trere  about  proceeding  to  the  final  act  of  excom- 
munication, but  ^Tere  slow  to  act  through  deference  to  th^ 
father's  feelings.  Perceiving  their  hesitation,  and  understandiiig 
its  meaning,  the  venerable  man  rose,  his  face  suffused  with  tears, 
and  when  the  emotions  which  choked  its  utterance  alloAved  him  to 
speak,  he  said  : — Bretliren,  I  love  mj  children,  I  suppose,  as  well 
as  you  love  yours  ;  but  if  I  do  not  love  iny  Savior  better  than  I 
love  my  children,  T  am  not  worthy  to  be  called  his  follower.  Go 
on,  brethren,  and  do  }  our  duty." 

Dea.  Biniiham  devoted  m.uch  time  to  expressino;  his  thou^^hts  in 
writing,  especially  on  theological  subjects.  Several  documents 
preserved  on  the  Church  records,  evince  not  only  remarkable 
familiarity  with  the  Scriptures,  but  much  ability  in  composition. — 
Several  essays  and  sermons,  found  in  manuscript  among  his  papers, 
prove  conclusively,  that  if  he  had  felt  himself  called  to  the  ministry 
lie  might  have  been  a  workm.an,  who  would  have  had  no  need  '*  to 
be  ashamed.''  His  favorite  mode  of  expressing  his  thoughts  was  in 
rhyme,  and  Lis  favorite  poetry  assumed  the  acrostic  form.  Of  these 
poems  he  has  left  enough  to  constitute  a  considerable  volume. 

Though  it  would  be  gratifying  to  the  numerous  relatives  of  this 
venerable  sei'vant  of  God,  and  to  the  still  wider  circle  who  revere 
his  memory,  to  have  presented  upon  these  pages  copioiis  extracts 
from  his  writings,  our  limits  forbid.  I  copy,  however,  a  single 
specimen  of  his  poetic  composition,  not  because  of  its  superiority  to 
others,  but  because  it  was  addressed  to  a  no  less  venerable  father  in 
the  Church,  Dea.  Daniel  Samson,  his  colleague  in  the  deaeonship 
for  nearly  fifty  years, who  in  18-32,  removed  from  Cornwall  to  BarrC; 
N.  Y.    It  is  entitled, 

'^'A  FAREWELL  ADDRESS, 

BY  DEA.  BIXGH.VM  TO  DEA.  SAMSOX,  ON  PALTlNa." 
Beloved  Brother,  in  tliis  strait, 
'f'  Let  U3  retrace  tlie  path  iTc've  tro'], 

Those  years  that  number  forty-eight, 
t?incc  YiQ  tu-T'-tiict  iTorohlppe'I  Gu<i. 
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There,  in  a  •wil.leraess  of  cares. 
With  otuer  saints  now  dead  aud  gone, 
We  mingled  joys  and  hopes  and  prayers^ 
Before  our  Heaveuiy  Father's  throne, 

Wc  used  to  Diect  a  precious  few 
Viho,  Y,-Q  believe,  are  gone  to  test, 
W«  feh,  and  often  t bought  knew 
God's  "ivord  was  SYveet  unto  our  taste. 

In  soadmc-nl  we  Tfeie  agreed, 
And  Love  her  banner  o'er  us  spread, 
Of  God's  dear  presence  felt  our  need, 
And  Jesus  Christ  to  be  our  head. 

We  took  sweet  counsel  on  our  way, 
As  we  together  often  met; 
Plet'.sant  it  was,  when  we  could  pray 
And  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  sit. 

■^Vhen  we  revicv,'  these  seasons  past, 
These  precious  seasons  once  so  sweet, 
Their  relish  seems  as  yet  to  hist, 
And  we  in  love  each  other  greet 

The  Holy  Spirit  came  with  power. 
Inspired  the  heart,,  reft-'eshed  the  mind; 
How  sweet  was  that  delighted  hour, 
When  God  to  us  appeared  so  kind. 

The  Savior  was  a  friend  indeed, 
A  helper  always  nigh  at  hand. 
And  by  his  smiles  we  seenied  to  speed. 
Toward  the  heavenly  Canaan *s  land. 

As  servants  of  the  Church  we  stood, 
To  carry  round  the  bread  and  \vine. 
This  we__esteemed  our  life  and  fuod, 
When  we  on  Jesus  could  recline. 

How_oftcn  we  have  felt  the  tie 
Of  Christian  friendship,  in  the  soul; 
And  on  the  Savior  could  rely, 
And  on  him  all  our  burdens  roll. 

Dea.  Bingham  was  an  eminent  example  of  obedience  to  the  in- 
junction —  Ee  diligent  in  business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  tho 
Lord.^^     Ho  waF?  equally  rerQarkable  among  hi3  acriuaintanco,  for 
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tlic  energy  r.nd  perseverance  -vTitli  Trlucli  he  prosecuted  his  secular  i 
busiaess,  and  for  the  zeal  and  consistency  vfith  ^vhich  he  discharge-]  . 
Christian  duties.  His  prosperity  v?as  fully  corcrnens-arate  with  hi-  ; 
spirit  of  enterprise.  3?ew  men  in  town  did  more  surveying.  Fc^  « 
men  consequently  understoM  better  the  favorable  opportunities  fur  « 
procuring  titles  to  lots  of  land  on  easy  terms,  by  nzaking  pitches  on  I 
those  unappropriated.  This  kno^^Tledge  he  inight  have  improved.  I 
and  at  a  comparatively  cheap  rate  have  become  an  extensive  land-  \ 
holder.  l>ut  the  records  inform  us,  tkat  though  he  owned  much  ] 
land  at  an  early  period  of  his  life,  he  poJd  an  equivalent  for  his 
titles. 

Dea.  Eingharn  was  a  model  of  promptness  in  supporting  the 
Gospel  at  home,  and  of  liberality  in  conferring  his  beneflictions  on 
every  meritorious  object  of  Christian  charity.  He  was  in  a  word,  a 
happy  illustration  of  the  proverb  :  There  is  that  scattereth,  and 
yet  increaseth.''  Having  previously  done  for  his  family  what  he 
deemed  proper,  he  left  at  his  decease  a  considerable  estate,  to  be 
distributed  in  accordance  v>dth  his  will  for  benevolent  purposes. 
After  a  life  of  constant  activity  and  usefudness,  he  came  to  his 
grave  in  a  full  age,  like  as  a  shock  of  corn  cometh  ixi  its  season." 

"  Of  no  disteiBper,  of  no  blast  he  died, 

But  fell  like  autumn  fruit  tiiat  mellowed  long; 

E'ea  TTonderod  at,  because  he  dropped  do  soouer! 

Fate  secaed  to  Trind  him  ^ip  for  for  fourscore  jeiire; 

Yet  freshlj  ran  he  on  twelve  i>inters  more. 

Till,  like  a  clock  woru  out^-yith  beating  time. 

The  >fhed3  of  ?reary  life,  at  last,  stood  stilL"" 

His  tomb  stone  marks  XCIY  years. 


HISTORY  or  CORNWALL.  119 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

0EGAXIZATI02T  OF  THE  TOWN  —  OPPICEES  OF  THE  FIEST  TOVfN 
MEETING — OFFICERS  KOT  NOW  CHOSEN.  DEER  RIFTS  OR  REEVES— 
BRANDERS  OF  HORSES  ;  LEGISLATION  ON  THE  SUBJECT — ^TYTHING 
MEN  —  CHORISTERS  —  POUNDS  AND  POUND  KEEPERS  — •  LIST  OP 
TOWN  OFFICERS  FROM  THE  BEGINNING, 


We  have  already  had  occasion  to  notice  the  fact  that  very  many 
of  the  first  settlers  in  Cornwall  arrived  in  1783-84.  A  feWj  who 
had  previously  commenced  their  settlements  and  had  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon  them,  and  had  for  years  impatiently  waitt-d  for 
the  time  when  they  might  prudently  return.  _  embraced  the  first 
moment  to  revisit  their  chosen  places  of  abode.  Others,  vfho  had 
been  deterred  by  the  inevitable  risks  of  immigration  from  making 
an  earlier  attempt,  as  soon  as  peace  with  Great  Britain  was  pro- 
claimed, hastened  to  take  possession  of  anticipated  homes  which  a 
few  of  the  more  '.idventurous  had  actually  surveyed  and  located,  but 
which  others  had  seen  only  through  the  mediuoi  of  fancy. 

Between  January,  1783,  and  March,  1T84,  a  suiScient  number 
of  settlers  had  jurived  to  warrant  the  organization  of  the  town, 
which  event  occurred  March  2rid,  1781.  Tliis  was  considerably 
earlier  than  the  organization  of  any  of  the  adjacent  towns,  except 
Bridport,  and  a  few  weeks  earlier  even  than  that.  At  the  rnetting 
Viiifin.  the  town  was  organi.^ed,  the  following  ofScers  were  chosen  : 
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Moderator,  Jeremiah  Bingham. 
Town  Clerkj  Joel  Li>"sly. 
Samuel  Bentox, 

Jeremiah  Bingham,  \  Selectmen. 
Eldad  AndruS; 


Treasurer,  IIiland  Hall. 


Constable  ZiLLAi  Stickney. 


Nathan  Foot, 
.  .    KoswELL  Post,  ) 

Eld  a  I)  Andeus,  ] 
Stephen  Tambling,  I  High^vay 
William  Jones,       j  Surveyors. 
Isaac  Kellogg,  J 

This  was  the  eatiro  list  of  officers  deeiQed  necessary  by  the  town 
during  the  first  year  of  its  existence.  At  the  ADnual  Meeting  in 
March,  1T85,  and  for  several  subsequent  years,  they  added  several 
oSicers  to  the  number,  some  of  which  are  unknovrn  in  our  day,  and 
by  a  change  of  circumstances,  have  long  been  unnecessary.  They 
appointed  a  doer  or  rceve^  and  some  years,  tvro  or  three  of  them, 
Tfhose  duty  it  was  to  see  that  the  laws  were  executed,  protecting 
the  life  of  deer  from  the  tenth  of  January  to  the  tenth  of  June, 
annually,  while  their  moat  would  be  comparatively  valueless.  So 
important  were  the  provisions  of  this  act  deemed,  that  its  execution 
was  enforced  by  no  less  a  penalty  than  fifteen  pounds  for  each 
offence,  and  peculiar  facilities  were  granted  for  detecting  offenders. 
A  case  is  mentioned  on  the  records  of  ITOI,  v.-here  this  penalty  was 
imposed  for  unlawfully  killing  a  deer,  "  but  finally  remitted  by 
vote  of  the  town,  in  consideration  of  palliating  circumstances. 

So  the  fathers  appointed  among  their  town  officers  a  brander  of 
horses,  in  accordance  with  a  statute  passed  in  17T9,  entitled  '-an 
act  for  ascertaining  Town  Brands  and  providing  and  regulating 
Branding  and  Branders  of  horses.''  The  act  required  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  officer,  and  prescribed  the  place  and  circumstances  of 
his  performing  his  duty,  and  specified  the  form  of  the  brand  to  be 
used  in  more  than  sixty  towns  in  the  state.    In  many  cases  it  was 
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the  initial  letter  of  the  name  of  the  town,  but  as  tho  names  of 
mar-y  of  the  towns  began  "\Tith  the  same  letter,  inverted  initials,  or 
Arabic  numerals,  or  rr.aiks  of  punctuation,  or  signs  of  the  Zodiac, 
or  other  marks  entirely  arbitrary,  were  designated  for  many  of  the 
^  >vvns.  That  for  Cornwall  wos  the  letter  U,  and  it  was  to  be 
placed,  as  were  the  brands  in  all  the  to^,vns,  at  a  town  pound,  or 
some  other  place  appointed  for  the  purpose,  ^'  on  every  horse  or 
horse  kind,  cn  or  near  the  lefv  shoulder,''  Addison,  whose  mark 
was  the  letter  X,  was  the  only  town  in  this  County,  besides  Corn- 
wo.ih  for  wbicb  a  brand  was  prescribed  by  the  statute.  This  may 
perhaps  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  tliat  tliey  were  the  only  towns 
in  the  county  represented  in  the  General  xissembly  of  1779.  As  this 
relic  of  early  Ycrmont  legislation,  wdiioli  may  be  found  in  Slade's 
"  Yerniont  State  Papers,'^  is  probably  inaccessildc  to  most  of  my 
readers,  I  copy  it,  omitting  only  the  long  list  of  marks  prescribed 
for  the  sevei^l  towns. 

"  Be  it  enacted^  ij'^-j  ^^^^  each  town  in  this  state  shall  have  a 
town  brand,  to  brand  their  horses  with  ;  v^diich  siiall  be  the  several 
letters  or  figures  as  are  hereafter  and  hereby  directed. 

"  Every  of  which  brand  shall  be  set  respectively,  on  every  horse 
or  horse  kind,  on  or  near  the  left  shoulder. 

"  And  the  inhabitants  of  each  town  shall  choose  a  suitable  person 
to  be  a  brander  of  horses  in  such  town:  and  each  brander  shall  bo 
under  oath,  and  shall  make  an  entry  of  all  horse  kind  by  him  so 
branded,  with  the  age  and  color,  natural  and  artitlcial  marks,  in  a 
book  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose. 

And  if  any  such  brander  shall  presume  to  brand  any  horse, 
mare,  or  colt,  that  is  above  one  year  old,  at  any  other  place  than  at 
a  town  pound,  or  those  places  appointed  by  the  town  for  that  work , 
(unless  he  has  first  received  a  special  order  from  tiie  Selectmen  of 
such  town  so  to  do,)  be  shall  for f jit  and  pay  the  sum  of  four 
pounds  for  every  such  offense,  one  half  to  the  complainer,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  Treasury  of  the  town  in  vfhich  he  lives. 

"  And  if  any  such  brander  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  brand  or 
record  any  horse,  mare,  or  colt,  (except  such  as  he  is  by  law  for- 
bidden to  brand  and  enter,)  presented  to  hiui  by  any  person  or 
persons,  after  his  just  fees  arc  tendered  to  him  for  the  same;  he 
shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty 
shiliingg  to  the  person  presenting  such  horse,  and  all  damages 


sustained  by  such  person,  by  him  made  to  appear,  tbrougb  such, 
brander's  neglect. 

And  h'?.  if.  f  h'rther  oiacied.  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  counterfeit  any  town  brand,  or  cause  to  be  brandtd  any  horse, 
inare,  or  colt,  on  or  near  the  left  shoulder,  with  any  letters  or 
figares,  being  the  brand  of  any  town '  in  this  State,  without  ihc- 
knowlei-lge  or  order  of  one  of  the  branders  of  such  town,  (under  his 
band)  he  or  they  so  offending  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds 
for  every  sii:jh  oli^nse  :  one  lu-lf  to  the  complaiuer,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  county  treasury." 

This  legi-latioD,  or  something  aiming  at  the  same  result,  was 
perhaT;3  indispensable  at  a  period  when  the  country,  almost  aii 
unbroken  forest,  was  destitute  of  the  enclosures  which  are  needful 
to  restrain  the  erratic  propensities  of  some  animals.  It  might  bsp- 
pen,  that  the  horse  might  wander  so  far,  and  be  absent  so  long,  that 
the  question  of  his  identity  might  be  difficult  to  settle.  In  such 
circumstances  a  mark, amounting  even  to  a  blemish, might  be  a  desi- 
rable cvidoBCO  of  ownership.  Eut  such  legislation,  it  is  needless  to 
•say,  could  it  now  bo  forced  upon  our  statute  books,  would  not  enjoy 
a  moment  of  peaceful  toleration.    The  breeders  of  sleek  and  graceful 

Black  Hawks,"  to  compare  small  things  with  great,  would 
raise  about  the  ears  of  the  ofBcer,  by  whomsoever  appointed  or  com- 
misioned.  who  should  attempt  to  aflix  a  brand^upon  their  petted 
animals,  a  storm  of  indignation  scarcely  less  determined,  than  that 
which  prompted  the  Boston  patriots  of  '73  to  cast  the  tea  into  the 
dock,  or  the  patriots  of  1S61,  to  combine  with  united  purpose  to 
exterminate  rebellion. 

Aaron  Scott  was  chosen  brandcr  of  horses  in  1785,  and  '86,  and 
afterwards  Jacob  Peck  hold  the  olSce  while  it  was  continued. 

Among  their  of&cei-s  the  town  were  also  accustoDied,  down  to  a 
comparatively  late  period,  to  appoint  two  or  more  tythlng  men. — 
These  officers  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  endeavoring  to  secure 
an  appropriate  observance  of  the  Sabbath  ;  especially  order  and 
decorum  in  places  of  worship.  The  necessity  for  their  existence  is 
obvious,  when  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  places  of  worship,  the 
settlers  were  obliged  to  meet  in  barns,  where  every  opportunity 
rrdght  be  cnjoy-.d  by  mischievous  boys,  or  unprincipled  men  to  raake 
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disturbance;  or  to  meet  in  private  dwellings  so  nariw  in  dimen- 
isoiis  £3  to  exclude  many  of  the  attendants.  Even  after  tLo  erection  of 
meeting  houses, the  call  fur  these  officers  was  scarcely  less  urgent,  as 
0^'i.ng  to  tho  fullness  of  the  congregation, most  of  the  h-eats  below  ^vere 
needed  for  the-  "old  folks/"  presenting  a  strong  temptatior.,  if  not  a 
necesssity.  for  the  '-young  folks''  to  seek  accommodations  in  the 
galler"'es  :  %yhere  too  often,  as  the  writer  can  testify  from  the  rccol- 
lectioa  of  his  childhocd.  the  presence  of  the  tything  men.,  imposed 
salutary  and  not  needless  restraial. 

It  Tfas-  also  the  practice  of  this  town  for  a  long  period,  to  number 
aaioni?  their  officers  choristers  for  tlie  several  concrrcfiations,  and  to* 
appoint  them  at  the  annual  March  meetings,  and  if  they  did  not 
often  appropriate  money  from  their  treasury  for  the  support  of 
singing,  they  eYidently  regarded  it  as  appropriately  a  subject  of  town 
concern. 

In  iSTov,  1,792,  an  article  was  inserted  in  a  warrant  for  a  town 
meeting,  "to  see  if  the  town  will  do  anything  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  singing,''  and  the  action  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Yoted,  That  no  money  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  for  the- 
enoouragement  of  singing. 

'•'Voted,  That  a  committee  be  chosen  to  tahe  care  of  Psalmody 
singing,  and  circulate  subscription  papers  for  the  purpose  of  encour- 
aging singing,  and  also  to  pay  such  sums  as  they  shall  0'  >tain,  to  the 
several  teachers  who  shallbe  approved  of  according  to  their  service, 
heir  judgment,  and  account  to  the  town.'' 

PGunds  and  Found  keepers  are  institutions  which  figured 
largely  on  the  records  of  Cornwall,  as  they  must  of  necessity  in 
every  new  settlement.  Besides  the  building  of  pounds,  several 
private  yards  in  different  parts  of  the  town  were  designated  for  this 
pui'pose,  and  suilkiently  numerous  keepers  appointed  to  indicate 
clearly  that  the  fences  of  the  town  were  very  poor,  or  the  stock 
very  unruly,  or  its  owners  very  careless. 

"SV^  have  already  seen  that  Jeremiah  Eingham  was  chosen  the 
first  M*j<ierator,  and  Joel  Linsly  To'^ati  Clerk.  The  duties  of  this 
ol5ce,which  was  held  by  Judge  Linsly,  continuously, with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years,  until  his  decease  in  1818,  a  period  of  34  years, 
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were  by  him  most  ably  discbarged.  His  hand  writmg  was  distinct]  v 
legible,  and  the  style  in  wl'iich  his  records  were  written  was  easy 
and  perspicuous.  From  these  recordSj  which  liave  been  faithful};/ 
kept  by  his  successors,  we  can  gather  the  name  of  every  man  who 
has  held  ollice  in  the  town,  from  the  date  of  its  organization  to  tbe 
present  time.  Bucli  a  list,  however,  would  form  a  Yolurne.  bj 
itself,  and  I  subjoin  only  the  names  of  those  who  have  at  diSerent 
periods  held  tliO  ofHceiv  of  Town  Clerk,  Selectman,  EepresentativC; 
Treasurer  and  Constable.  The  name  of  the  Constable  each  year 
is  designated  hy  the  letter  "  in  the  same  column  as  that  of  the 
Treas'irer,  In  ITSd.  and  '85  no  Kepresentative  was  chosen.  We 
learn,  however,  .fram  Blade's  Vt.  State  Papers,  that,  in  1778-79, 
Dr.  Kathan  Foot  was  recognized  as  Eepresentative  from  Cornwall 
in  the  General  Assen-tbly  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  though 
the  town  had  not  been  organized. 


TOWN  CLERK. 

j  SELECTMEN. 

kep'tive. 

1 

jlREAS.  &  CONS. 

ITSj 

Joel  Linslv. 

Lldii'l  Aadrus. 

i 

iHilarid  Hall. 
Zillai  Stickney.  c 

1785 

Joel  Lin.-i/. 

Denton, 
Jriro*!  AWrnathy. 

Till  and  Hall. 
T[iy3.  Bently.  g 

11 

Joel  Llnsly. 

;^H^nut'I  Benton, 
jJarei  Abernathy. 

Hi  laud  Hall. 

HIknd  HalL 
Thoiaas  Bently,  c 

1787 

Joel  Lin:5ly. 

'Jer.  Bni^lianij 
.Thon;:i.s  Jjcntlcy, 
iN  ah'l  Blauch.'ird. 

Samuel  Benton. 

Hiland  Hall. 
Samuel  Blodget.  c 

17S3 

Joel  Linsly. 

1 

'Jor.  Bimrliarn, 
iAhuJ  Linsly, 
jTiionias  }>cutley. 

Samuel  Bentoii. 

Hiland  Ball. 
Samuel  Blodget.  c 

17S0 

Jotl  Linsly. 

',>\\ri\>u  1  B'.'nton, 
;Tno;n'-  Bo;n!ey. 
jTimothy  ISquire. 

Samuel  iicu-.jii. 

Frederic  Ford. 
Samuel  Blodget.  c 

1790 

Joel  Linsly. 

uTcr.  B'neham, 
iJoi       Cook.  1 

Thoma?,  Tolman. 

Joseph  Bagget. 
Samuel  Blodget,  o 
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1791    J<>oi  Linslj. 

i 

1 792'    Jo#^I  I.insly. 

n93|  J'X?1  LLnsIj, 

i 

1794;  Joe!  Linslj. 

I 

1795  Joel  Linslj. 

1796;    Joel  Linsly. 

} 

1797;    Joel  Linsly. 

[ 

1798i    Jo€l  Linsly. 

i 

1799;    Joel  Linsly. 

1 

i 

1800'    Joel  Linsly. 

I 

-  ! 

i80l|    Joel  Liasly. 

i 

i 

180-2:    Joel  Linsly. 

)803i    M-irtin  Pest. 

I 
j 

ISO-l'   Joel  Linsly. 
15 
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Uvilliaoi  Siade, 
Joseph  Dag^^et, 
Joseph  Cook. 

William  Siade, 
Joseph  €ook» 
|Jo:>€'pit.  Dagg^t. 

lls^xh-h  Gilbert, 
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Samuel  Bentoa. 


William  Sladc. 


Nathau'lBlanchardjJocl  Linsly. 
Ethaa  Andriis. 


Isaiab  Gilbert, 
Joseph  Cwk, 
Nath  1  Blanchard. 

Ethan  And?us, 
William  Slade, 
Israel  C.  Jaiies. 

Ethan  Andres, 
Israel  C.  Janes, 
Nath  l  Blanchard. 

Nath'l  Blanchard, 
William  ?^lade, 
David  Foot. 

D;ivid  Foot, 
3enj  iSanford, 
Sauiuel  islodget. 

David  Foot, 
I  Be:-;.  S^iKford, 
iSamuel  Blodget 

1  David  Foot, 
Israel  C.  Janes, 
Sam'i  Ingrabam. 

Israel  C.  Jines, 
VViiliam  Sl.ide, 
Joseph  Cook. 

Israel  C.  Janes, 
William  Slade, 
Joseph  C'jok. 

David  Foot, 
Benj.  Sanfbrd, 
Roswell  Post. 

David  Fof  t, 
Oen],  Sanford, 


Joel  Linsly. 
Joel  Linsly. 
Joel  Linsly,  ■ 
Joel  Linsly. 
William  Slade. 
Joel  Lin:sly. 
William  Slade. 
Joel  Lmsly. 
Toel  Linsly. 
iDavid  F(.H)t. 


David  Foot. 


,'Titus  Fenn. 


Joseph  Dagget. 
Samuci  Blodeet,  c 


^Joseph  I»agget. 
jS.'im'i  Blcdget,  c 
I  Richard  Miner,  c. 

I  Joel  Linsly. 

j  Samuel^  Blodget,  c 

[Richard  Miner,  c 


Joel  Liiisly. 
Samuel  Blod^^et,  c 


Joel  Linsly. 
Samuel  lUcwigetj  c 
Timothy  Bqaier,  c 

Joel  Linsly. 
Cyrus  Abernathy , 

Joel  Liiisly. 
Win  ant  Williate- 

60«,  C 

Joel  Linsly. 

Wiaruit  VViHia.iii- 
son,  c 

Joel  L'-u?ly. 
Samuel  Blodget, 

Joel  L'r.sly. 

iSamuel  Blodget. c 
|W.  Williamson,  c 

jJoel  Linsly, 
jSamusl  Blodget,  c 
Aaron  Belong,  c 

Joel  Linsly. 
Samuel  Blodget,  c 
Aaron  Delong,  c 

Joel  Linsly. 
i^ron  Delong,  c 

Joel  Lin.sly. 
Samuel  Blodget,  c 
Aaron  Delong,  c 
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ISOu    Jcol  L'mcvlj. 

1803    Joel  LInsly, 

) 
I 

I 

180T;    Joel  linsly. 

iSOSi    Joel  Linalj. 

1 

I 

ISO9I    Joel  Linsly. 

t  ■. 

ISirJ    Joel  Linbly. 


f'avid  Foot, 
Lk-uj.  Suuford, 
Wiihaui  Slade. 


ID.ivid  Foot, 

■Beni  Saiiford, 

!l>avid  Foot, 
j.ioel  Lin^K', 
;Bcnj.  i;Ui5Ayrd. 

iJoel  Linsly, 
Benj-  j"aut'ord, 
I  Wiiiiam  ^l:lJe. 

Bonj.  Sanford, 
Kr;i:itus  Ueeve, 
Jvil  Lius'y. 

Joel  LiiiHly, 
Eras  ii.s  Keeve, 
Darius  Mutthews-  ' 


Beii].  Saiuord. 

1 
j 

jlk'nj,  Sanford. 
j 

'D:iv'id  Foot. 

I 

i.Ioel  Linsly. 
Joel  Liiisly. 

I 
i 


iJcel  Linsly. 


I.Joel  Linslw 
■Aaron  I>elong,  c 

! 

I  Joel  Linsly. 
sThoin-i.s  De^auo, 


Toe!  Linsly. 

Aaron  Deloag,  c 


^oel  Lmsly. 
Aaron  DeJon'^,  g 


!oel  Linsly. 
Aaron  Jk^lo  e 


18111    Joel  Lliisily. 


1812;   Joel  Liuily, 


181;''    Joel  Linsly. 


1814;    Joel  Lln^Iy 


;ioelL-nsly,  |  - 

'Ei-:\stus  Reeve,       ;Dariu3  Mattli!?w5. 

:L>;uius  Matthews. 

Joel  Linsly,  ! 

Dallas  .Matthews,  Darius  Matthews. 

Law us  Keeve.  ; 

:Jocl  LiitsJy,  I 

iKriu.-?  .Matthews,  Pr.-ius  M&tthews. 
;l:]ra<tiis  ileeve. 
i  i 
Joel  Linsly,  | 

Sariucl  Ingr.iham,  Darius  Matthe^ss. 
:.)ushua  irtockwell  : 


'eel  linsly, 
Aaron  Delontr  e 


■Joel  Linsly. 
:A;vroti  Delonfr,  c- 


Jo':l  Linsly, 
; Linus  Everts,  c 


Joel  LI naly, 
iLiiiU3  EvtTcs,  c 


,Darins  ^Latthews,  ' 
181,5!    Joel  Linsly.        Aaroa  Dnlon-,       Darius  Matthews. 
Eiias  J)ou='iaii;i.  i 


|Jjel  LiTi^i'v. 
Linus  EverCb  c 


1816'    Joel  Linsly. 


1817!   Joel  Linsly. 


David  Foot, 
EoiiJ,  ir-Fierwood, 
Aar'.'H  Deioiig. 

Aaron  Delong, 
Nathan  Eells, 
Joshua  fctockwell. 


Darius  Matthews. 


Darius  Matthews. 


|Joel  Liusly. 

; Linus  Everts,  c 


jBotij.  v^anford, 
iLinuy  Everts,  ( 


ISIS'    Joel  Liu.ly, 


Aaron  Delong,  ' 

Nathan  Eelis,        Aaron  Delong. 

vomers  Gale, 


jI5erij  Santord. 
iLinns  Evcrtd,  « 
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13i9Darlu3  ^iuttheves. 


1 8  2<)  A  saliel     n  gh  &  ra . 


182 1  Asauel  Blugliatn. 


'Aaron  Dvlong, 

iouiers  Ga^.e. 

Aaron  Delong, 
Nathan  EeUji, 
Scalers  Gab. 

Aaron  Belong, 
j^athan  Eells, 
jSoKcrs  G.iie. 

iAaron  Dcloiig, 
iNathaii  Eells, 
jSoraers  Gale. 


1  iBenj.  S<anford, 

Aaron  Delong.       jj^j^^^  j..,^^.^^^ 


Thcs.  P.  Matthews  ^-^3 


I,    .  «    „    ,        ■Benj.  SfiLtbrd, 


jRenj.  Fan  ford. 
jElizur  Feck,  c 


]82oAsahel  Bingham. 


1824Asahel  Bingham. 


1825  Asahel  Bingham. 


182GAsaliel  Bingham. 


1S27  Asahel  Biugham. 


1828  As:the!  Bingham. 


1829  Asahel  Bingh;'ra. 


1830  Asahel  Bincrham. 


!  Aaron  DeloTtg, 
jilorace  Janeo, 
!\ym.  Hamilton. 

jHorace  Janes, 
jWna.  Ilauiilton, 
iDauiel  V»'right. 

jHorace  Janes, 
jWn").  Hamilton, 
iJesse  Eilsworth. 


do. 


do 


do 


do 


'  iJossc  Ellsworth, 
1801  Asahel  Bingham.       hauncy  •  ook, 

:  :John  taufurd. 

'  ;i  "hauncy  Cook, 

1832  Asahel  Blugham.  i.loUu  anford, 

1  jR-as.s^,!  Foot. 


Ccnj.  Sandra.  i^Sffifi 


do 


Horace  Janes. 


do 


do 


do 


|Benj  Eanfurd. 
iLinus  Everts,  c 


iBcnj.  Sanford. 
i Linus  Everts,  c 


jBenj.  San  ford. 
I  Linus  Everts,  c 


iXhos.  V.  ]\latthe^8. 
; Linus  Everts,  c 


IThos.  r.  Matthevo 
!  Linus  Everts,  c 


Chauncv  Cook.     iJ;  ^^'^''^^ev^^. 

Lmus  Everts,  c 


do 


\Vm.  IlainlUou. 


do 


|T.  P.  ^rattliews. 
iLinua  Everts,  c 


!''\  m  nam'lron. 
Linus  Everta,  c 


Wm  Hamilton. 
.)uliu3  JL'elong,  « 
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38S3 

Asahel  Bingbam. 

Rn=:sel  Foot, 
Alan.-oii  Peek, 
Tnnnaii  Eclls. 

Asahel  Bingham, 

Wm.  Hamilton. 
Juiiii^  Delcng,  c 

183-1 

Asahel  Brnghain, 

John  S.-uifor(l, 
Jesse  E!I-'.vorth, 
Hiram  Miner. 

Asahel  BSughnm, 

Wm,  Hamilton. 
J.  Delong,  t 

1835 

Asahel  Bliigbarn. 

John  Sanf^.rd, 
Jet.-'-fc  L!i,".v";ortb, 
'IVuman  Jxils. 

Asabel  Biagham. 

Ifm,  HaTr.ntoTi, 
Nathan  Green,  c 

1836 

Je?se  Ellsworth, 
Trumar.  Eell.-?,  ' 
Beubeii  P.  Binghai-n. 

Jesse  Ellsworth. 

Wm,  Hi-,  mi 'tor?, 
Sam'l  L'veiri?,  c 

1537 

A5ahel  Bingham. 

Tnimrtti  Eells, 
R.  P.  Bingham, 
Abraia  foot. 

Jesse  ElisTfs-orth. 

W'm.  Hamilton. 
Sam'i  Evert  1,  c 

3838 

Marcos  0.  Porter. 

Abram  Foot, 
Jesse  Ellsworth, 
Elijah  Benedict, 

Jesse  EIls%vortb. 

Wm,  Hamiltori. 
Sam'l  Evert.-,  c 

1839 

Marcus  0.  Porter, 

Jesse  Ell^Vi-orib, 
Wm.  I^ne, 
John  Saaford. 

Jesse  Ellsworth. 

Wm.  Hamilton. 
Abram  Foot,  c 

1840 

Marcus  0.  Porter. 

WOliam  I>aiie, 
John  San  ford, 
Austin  Dana, 

Ebenezer  Matuiews. 

Wm.  Hamilton, 
AbnjBi  Foot,  c 

mi 

U,  0.  Porter. 

John  Sanford, 
Austin  I>ana. 
Chest^^riield  Hooker. 

Et-enezer  Matthews. 

Wm.  Hamilton. 
C.  H.  Stoweli,  c 

1842 

M.  0.  Porter. 

Austin  D:xna, 
Cbe-i  ,  rtield  Ilooker, 
Calvl!-.  G.  Tilden. 

Daniel  Sanford. 

Wm,  Hamilton, 
C-  H.  Stoweli,  c 

1843 

M.  0.  Porter. 

Ch^'.-  -erfield  Rooker, 
Ca-.^  :n  G.  Tiideu, 
Ai  1  in  Foot. 

Calvin  G.  Tilden. 

Wm.  Hamilton. 
C.  H.  Stowcll,  c 

18i4 

M-  0.  Porter.. 

C     in  G.  Tilden, 

A     -.m  loot, 
/  '    s  Skiimer. 

Calvin  C.  Tilden. 

Edward  Hamilton. 
C.  H.  Stowell,  c 

18ib 

M.  0.  Porter. 

am  Foot, 
;     sterfield  Hooker, 
J-Ai  .ei  T.  Lane. 

Abram  Foot. 

Edward  Hamilton. 
C.  H.  Stoweil,  c 

1846 

M.  0.  Porter. 

Chesterfield  Hooker, 
James  1'.  Lane, 
Harris  LiiifThuro, 

Abram  Foot. 

Edward  Hamilton. 
A.  Foot,  c 

1847 

ILO.  Porter. 

James  T.  I^ne, 
Harris  BinL^bain, 
Chas.  Dii  Long. 

C.  G.  Tilden. 

Edward  Hamilton. 
A.  Foot,  c 

1848 

M.  0.  Porter. 

Harri:?  BinL'ham, 
Chas.  l)e  Long, 
Charles  P.  i^ne. 

a  G.  Tilden, 

Fxiwanl  Hamilton. 
A.  Foot,  c 
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1861 


'4.  0.  Porter. 


M.  0.  Port^jr. 


M.  0.  Porter. 


B.  F.  Bingham. 


U.  0.  Porter. 


M.  0.  Porter. 


M.  0  Porter. 


M.  O.  Porter. 


M.  0.  Porter. 


Samuel  Everts. 


,'Ch5rle.s  D.  J_^in«, 
iCbfcstemeid  Hooker. 

Ciisrles  D.  J^-J-ne, 
Cbesterlieltl  Ilwker, 
Horace  A.  Pinney. 

Ct/o:4erfield  K<>o'kpr, 
ilorace  A.  I'lnney, 
Samuel  E.  Cook." 

Horace  A.  Pimifty, 
Samuel  ¥^  C<:K>k, 
Jairies  T.  Lane. 

Samuel  E.  Cook, 
James  T.  Lane^ 
Caivin  W.  Foot. 

James  T.  Ij&ne, 
C.  W.  Foot, 

B,  F.  Biiii;ham. 

C.  W.  Foot, 

B,  F.  BiHitliam, 
Charles  Benedict. 

B.  F.  Bingham, 
Charles  Benedict, 
Wm.  R.  P.einele. 

Charles  Boneaict, 
Wm.  R.  Rt-mek, 
Jesse  Ellsworth. 

ChaHes  Ben<Mlict, 
jV/m.  R,  lliinivle, 
Jesse  ElisKortb. 

Harri.i  Bingham, 
Victor  Wiii^ht, 
jReuben  T.  Samson. 

jllarris  Binj^ham, 
jVictor  'VS'ri;.;ht, 
Keubc-n  T.  8amson. 


EEP  TIYE. 


Rollin  J.  x^ones. 


11.  J.  Jones. 


iM,  0.  Porter, 


M.  0.  Porter. 


Abram  Foot, 


Horace  A.  Pinner 


H.  A.  Pinnev. 


Orin  Field. 


Grin  Fieltl. 
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iEdwnrd  Hamilton. 
!a.  Foot,  c 


lEdward  Haniilton. 
!A.  Foot,  c 


E^<lv,-ftj'cl  Hamilton. 


A.  Foot,  c 


F4vi'ard  Hamilton. 
A,  Foot,  c 


Fdward  Hamilton, 
A.  Foot,  c 


Edv,-ard  Hamilton. 
A.  Foot,  c. 


I  Edward  Hamilton. 
lA.  Foot,  c 


iF^w.^rd  Haniilton. 
LA.  F«n>t,  c 


;  Fdvard  Hamilton, 
A.  Foot,  c 


Slmeor,  S.  Rockwell,  f  f-^";'  Hamilton. 

1  A,   i'  i>t>l,  C 


1862    Samuel  Everts. 


Victor  WMgbt, 
IR.  T.  Samson, 
Hem^'  I^ne. 

R  T.  Samson, 
Henry  Lane, 
Franklin  Bond. 


S.  S.  Rockwell. 


Charles  D.  lane. 


Chaxles  1).  Lane. 


Edward  Hnrailtf 
A.  Fwt,  c 


Edward  Hamilton. 
A,  ¥oot,  c 


Ed-w  ard  Haniilton. 
A.  Foot,  c 

Edward  Hamilton. 
A,  Foot,  c 
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CHAPTER  XIY. 

ANNEXATION  OF  PAB-T  OF  CORNWALL  TO  MIDDLEBURY— -PEOBABLS,  A 

KEASONS.  ■       (  ^ 

Though  tlie  territorial  limits  of  Cornwall  have  been  narrowed,  hy  f 
the  aBBexation  of  a  part  of  it  to  Middleburj,  our  nominal  bound-  | 
aries  have  not  been  chaiio^ed,  K 

At  a  town  meeting  held  the  15th  day  of  Decemberjl795jWe  find  | 
that  the  first  proposal  vras  made  to  set  off  the  "  north  and  easterly  ) 
part  of  Cornwall  to  Middlebury."    It  was  voted,  \  [ 

■  "  That  the  town  are  willing  to  have  the  following  part  of  Corn--  ^r- 
wall  annexed  to  the  town  of  Middlebury,  namely,  Beginning  at  the  I 
mouth  of  Flat  Brook,  so  called,  thence  running  west  half  a  mile,  i 
thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  corner  of  the  road  at  the  west  end  ) 
o'[  the  hug  cause i/,  then  north  to  Wey bridge  line.''    At  a  subse-  %\ 
quent  meeting,  held  the  first  Tuesday  of  Sept.  1 796,  this  vote  was  h 
rescinded,  and  another  passed  with  the  following  variations  as  to 
boundaries,  viz  :     Beginning  at  Middlebury  south-west  corner, 
then  running  west  so  far  thai  a  north  line  will  strike  the  west  end 
of  the  long  causey  ;  then  a  straight  line  to  the  south-east  corner 
of  Ethan  Andrus'  farm  that  he  now  lives  on,  then  on  the  east  line 
of  said  farm  to  the  north-east  corner  thereof;  then  a  straight  line 
to  a  large  white  pine  stump,  whose  body  was  well  known  by  the 
name  of  the  shingle  tree  ;  from  thence  north  to  the  north  line  of  the 
town." 

This  vote  was  not,  however,  quite  satisfactory  to  all  the  inhabit- 
ants, as  we  may  infer  from  the  fact  that  another  meeting  was  con- 
vened on  the  first  Monday  of  October  following  : 
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I        To  see  if  the  iownwill  revoke  the  last  vote,  setting  oft*  part 
If  this  town  to  the  town  of  Middiebur  j, 

I  2.  To  see  if  the  town  v/ill  set  or  vote  all  the  town  of  Cornwall 
lorth  of  a  west  line  from  Middlebury  south-west  cornerj  to  the 
lown  of  ^liddlebury." 

I  "On  motion,  voted  that  we  ^vill  not  revolve  any  part  of  the  vote, 
bnngxiTig  part  of  the  town  of  Cornwall  to  the  town  of  Middlebury." 

The  second  of  the  above  propositions  was  equivulont  to  a  dismem- 
berment of  the  town,  as  a  line  extended  across  the  town  westwardly 
from  tire  south-west  coriier  of  ^liddiebury,  would  .have  reached  the 
south-east  corner  of  Bridport,  so  as  to  have  thrown  into  Middlebury 
nearly  two-thirds  of  Cornwall.  The  remainder  of  Cornwall  v.'ould 
have  been  too  feeble  to  siistain  a  town  organization. 

In  the  act  of  the  Legislature  consummating  the  arrangement 
between  tbc^  towns. the  boundaries  specifiixl  are  substantially  those 
named  m  the  last  vote  passed  by  the  tov^-n.  The  act  bears  date 
Oct.  25th,  1796,  and  reads  as  follows : 

An  act  annexing  a  part  of  the  town  of  Cornwall  to  Miihllchurrf. 

It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  that  the  north-easterly  part  of  the  town  of  Cornwall,  in 
the  County  of  x\.ddison.  hereinafter  described,  be,  and  the  same  is 
annexed  to  the  town  of  ^liddlebury,  in  snid  County,  bounded  as 
follows,  viz:  Beginning  at  the  south-west  corner  of  said  Middlebury, 
then  running  west  so  far  that  a  north  line  will  strike  the  west  end 
of  the  long  causeway,  so  called,  then  on  a  straight  line  to  the  south- 
east corner  of  Ethan  Andrus's  farm,  on  which  he  now  lives,  thence 
on  the  east  line  of  s.aid  farm  to  the  nortli-east  corner  thereof,  thence 
on  a  straight  line  to  a  large  white  pine  stump,  from  which  was  cut 
the  shingle  tree,  so  called,  thence  north  to  the  north  line  of  said 
Cornwall,  thence  east  on  the  north  line  of  said  Cornwall  to  the 
westvrardly  side  line  of  Middlebury,  thence  southerly  on  the  west- 
erly line  of  Middlebury  to  the  first  bounds;  and  the  inhabitants, 
who  do  or  may  hereafter  inhabit  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
shall  in  common  with  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  said  Middlebury, 
be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  said  Middlebury.'' 
The  reasons  which  induced  the  people  of  Cornwall  to  surrrender 
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SO  large  a  portion  of  their  territory  c?.Ui  never  be  fully  known.  Jn  f 
respect  to  them  tbe  records  are  silent.    So  are  the  torsgues  of  those  \ 
who  were  active  ia  the  transaction.    There  are  those  who  remem-  t 
ber  the  proceeding,!?  at  ibej  were  too  jouDg  at  the  time  of  its  occur- 
rence, to  feel  that  interest  which  was  necessary  to  fix  itwS  reasons  in 
their  r^iemory.    We  are  left  to  inference  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.  *  • 

1.  The  village  of  Miadlehury  had  scarcely  begun  to  exist,  and 
by  most,  its  prospective  importance  vras  probably  not  appreciated. 
Persons  are  still  living,  %vho  remember  the  site  of  Middlebury,  par- 
ticularly that  part  of  it  which  belonged  to  Cornwall,  as  a  dense  and  . 
ragged  hemlock  forest — repulsive  to  those  who  hoped  to  acquire  a 
quiet  home,  and  the  comforts  of  life  by  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
attractive  only  to  those  who  valued  its  wf^ter  power  as  a  means  of 
prosecuting  mechanical  emplo3'n!ents,  or  as  indicating  the  ultimate 
centre  of  a  dense  po])ulaiian,  and  consequently  a  promising  field  for 
professional  labor.  Al  that  period,  perhaps  the  most  discerning  had 
not  anticipated  the  existence, certainly  had  not  detected  the  develope- 
ment  of  the  germ  of  the  noble  Institution  which  has  since  blessed 
the  town,  and  shed  I'OBor  on  our  Commonwealth,  dispensing  its 
invaluable  blessings  over  our  country  and  the  world.  Several 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Cornwall  are  knovm  to  have  turned  away 
from  this  spot  to  more  inviting  localities,  and  as  agriculturists,  they 
doubtless  acted  wisely. 

2.  There  were  two  bridges  over  Otter  Creek,  for  the  building  and 
maintenance  of  which  they  had  already  been  taxed,  with  uncertainty 
how  many  others  might  become  necessary  in  the  course  of  time. 

8.  The  swamp  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  a  large  portion  of  * 
which  was  set  off  to  Middlebury,  had  very  little  value,  in  the  esti- 
timation  of  the  first  settlers.  These  lands,  for  years,  were  hardly 
thought  worth  the  taxes,  with  which  they  must  burden  their  owners. 
One  of  the  early  settlers  stated  that  he  was  once  oifcred  fifty  acres 
of  the  best  of  these  lauds  for  fifty  cents  an  acre  ;  and  Dea.  James 
of  Weybridge,  has  assured  me  that  many  years  after  the  settlement 
of  the  town,  he  was  offered  any  quantity  of  swamp  land  for  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre. 
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From  the  votes  alieadj  cited,  fixmg  the  bounckrj  in  this  p&rt 
of  the  town,  it  is  apparent  that  the  inhahitants  intended  to  riq  them- 
selves of  the  expense  of  completing  and  maintoiniug  the  ''long 
ca"ise"\vay''  %vhich  has  been  mentioned,  "What  had  ah'eadj  been 
done  bj  the  proprietors  on  this  road,  before  the  organization  of  the 
town,  had  cost  the  assignment  to  those  who  performed  the  Tvorlc, 
of  many  valuable  lots  of  land,  and  the  completion  and  maintenance 
of  the  road,  threatened  to  devolve  npou  them  a  burden,  which,  to 
mm  of  their  limited  means,  appeared  onerous.  From  these  pro- 
spective burdens  tbe  change  of  their  territorialliniits  promised  theia 
relief. 

It  is  obvious,  too,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cornwall  who 
lived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  "  Falls,"  as  Middlebury  was  then 
called,  preferred  to  be  connected  with  that  community,  as  being 
nearer  their  places  of  business  .and  as  being  in  all  respects, more  con- 
venient for  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  citizens.  This  is  evident 
from  the  fact,  that  while  they  were,  for  years,  reckoned  citizens  of 
Cornwall,  and  were  enrolled  on  the  rate  bills  of  the  assessors, 
most  of  them  never  appeared  at  the  meetings  of  the  citizens,  or  par- 
ticipated in  the  transaction  of  town  afliirs. 
16 
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.     .  CHAPTER  XY. 

RELIGIOUS  illSTOP.Y — EAIiLY  ARRAKGEieKNTS  BESPECXIiS'^  EELIG- 
lOUS  WORSHIP  —  FIRST  REVIVAL ORG A^'IZATION  OF  THE  CON- 
GREGATIONAL CIIERCH  —  ARTICLES  OF  FAITR,  RELES  AND 
ORDER  OF  DISCIPLINE  —  SETTLEMENT  OF  MR.  TOLMAN — ACTION 
RESPECTING  A  MEETING  HOUSE  —  FIRST  HOUSE  OF  "WORSHIP— 
DISMISSION  OF  Mil.  TOLMAN. 

The  ir.stitutioii  of  united  pTiblic  T."orsliip  on  the  SaVbatli  hy  the 
first  settlers  of  Coriivv-all  was  coeval  Tvith  their  arrival  in  town. 
Like  the  Pilgi-im  Fjilliers,  they  gave  a  prominence  to  their  purpose 
of  securing  religious  privileges  for  themselves  and  their  descend- 
ants, which  could  not  be  unnoticed  or  misinterpreted.  While  thev 
avoided  ostentation,  thej  manifested  as  clearly  their  sense  of  obli- 
gation in  religious  as  in  secular  things.  Hence,  'while  the  to^-^isbip 
was  mostly  an  unbroken  forest,  with  no  paths  but  those  marked  by 
'■blazed''  trees, and  passable  only  on  foot:  they  designated  the  dwell- 
ings of  Eldad  Andrus  in  the  north  ;  of  Joel  Linsly  in  the  central, 
and  of  Jeremiah  Bingham  in  tbc  west  part  of  the  town,  where  tbey 
were  accustomed  to  assemble  by  turns,  on  the  Sabbath  :  enjoying 
the  labors  of  a  preacher  when  one  could  be  obtained,  but,  com- 
monly listening  to  a  discourse  read  by  one  of  their  number,  in  con- 
nection with  devotionod  services  conducted  by  themselves.  In  the 
south  part  of  the  town^  the  house  of  Elisha  Field  sen,,  was  also  an 
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appointed  place  of  worship  on  tlie  Subbathj  and  was  often  resoited 
to  for  this  purpose ;  though  its  remoteness  from  the  centre  rendered 
it  less  easv  of  access  bj  the  hirger  portion  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  following  narration  of  the  first  revival  of  religion  in  Corn- 
wallj  which  coniraenced  in  March  or  April,  1785,  before  tlic  em- 
ployment of-  stated  preaching,  or  the  organization  of  the  Church, is 
furnished  by  Jeremiah  Bingham  Jr.,  who  often  heard  his  venerable 
father  rehearse  the  storv. 

One  Saturday  afternoon  a  roan  from  the  central  part  of  the  tovfu 
went  over  to  Dea.  Bingham's  to  grind  his  axe.  The  Dea.  assisted 
him,  and  while  engaged  in  the  operation,  noticed  something  un- 
usually solemn  about  his  appearance,  and  on  inquiring  learned 
that  he  was  anxious  respecting  his  spiritual  condition.  Tlie  man 
requested  Dea.  Bingham  to  pray  for  him.  After  he  had  left  for 
home,  Dea.  B.  retired  to  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  his  house,  to  com- 
ply with  his  neighbor's  request.  There  he  was  fivored  with  such  a 
spirit  of  prayer,  and  with  such  a  measure  of  faith,  as  convinced 
him  that  his  petitions  were  indited  by  a  power  from  above.  He 
returned  to  his  dwelling  wiih  full  assurance  that  God  was  about  to 
pour  rich  spiritual  blessings  on  the  community,  and  said  to  liis  v/ife, 
"  to-morrow  will  be  a  wonderful  day  in  Cornwall.  If  v^'o  live  to 
see  it.  we  shall  see  such  displays  of  divine,  grace  as  we  ne\"er  wit- 
nessed.'' ''Why,'"  she  asked.  He  dosci'ibed  his  season  of  prayer 
and  repeated  his  strong  confidence.  Tiiat  night  it  snowed,  and 
covered  the  ground  which  before  had  been  bare,  with  several  inches 
of  snow.  It  was  snowing  when  they  awoke,  and  Mrs,  B. 
said  to  her  husband,  "you  will  be  disappointed  to-day but  ho 
confidently  answered  '-Xo."'  The  snow  ceased,  the  sky  became 
clear  early  in  the  day,  and  the  scattered  inhabitants  beg;in  to  as- 
semble at  his  house,  which  was  the  place  of  meeting  that  daj;. — 
Females  came  on  foot  several  miles,  bad  as  the  traveling  was.  As 
they  assembled  it  was  apparent  that  an  unusual  sense  of  the  divine 
presence  rested  upon  every  soul.  The  chiMren  of  Ciod  were  endued 
with  an  unwonted  faith,  and  the  impenitent  were  exercised  with 
deep  anxiety  fjr  ihuir  salvation,  prompting  the  inquiry,  as  on  the 
day  of  pentecosr,  '-Men  and  brethren,  what  must  we  do  !'■ 
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The  ^ork  thu3  auspiciously  oomraenced,  continued  with  wonder- 
ful po^er,  through  several  months,  and  rosulted  in  a  great  change 
in  the  religious  character  of  the  town. 

The  Congregational  Chnrcli  of  Corn-wall  was  organized  July  15, 
1T85.  The  persons  who  entered  into  covenant  at  this  date  were 
Jared  Ahernathv,  Stephen  Tumbling,  James  Marsh  Douglass,  Jer- 
emiah Bji\i?hamj  Rosweil  Post,  Daniel  Sarnson,  Mary  Chiprnan, 
Elizabeth  Ives :  and  during  the  few  following  weeks  ending  with 
Aug.  21,  Jesse  Chipn:ianj  Mrs.  Post,  Mrs.  Tambling,  Nathan'l 
Cogswell  and  his  wile,  Joel  Linsly,  Ethan  Andrus,  Isaac  Kellogg, 
Hiland  Hall  and  Mrs,  Ives,  were  added  to  their  number.  Jerer  liah 
Bingham  was  chosen  moderator  and  register,  and  previous  to  the 
ordination  of  their  first  Pastor  about  two  years  subsequently,  the 
Church  nurnberc;':  ;  :arly  fifty  members. 

They  adopted  the  following  Articles  of  Faith,  and  of  Order  and 
Discipline  : 

.  ARTICLES  OF  FAITH. 

We  believe  the  Articles  ';f  Faith  in  the  Christian  Religion,  con- 
tained in  tlie  Old  and  Isevf  Testaments.  Particularly, 

1.  We  believe  in  the  eternal  existence  of  one  living  and  true 
God,  consisting  of  three  persons,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Gliost,  who 
is  the  Creator,  Preserver  and  Governor  of  all  things. 

2.  We  believe  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  Incw  Testameiits  to 
be  the  ^Vord  of  God — that  therein  Holy  Men  spoke  as  they  weio 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  that  they  contain  a  perfect  rule  of 
faith  and  practice. 

3.  We  believe  that  God  made  man  male  and  female,  in  the  like- 
ness of  his  most  glorious  inii^ge,  consisting  in  Knowledge,  Right- 
eousness and  Holiness:  but  being  left  to  the  freedom  of  his  own 
will,  by  sinning  against  God,  he  plunged  himself  into  a  state  of 
rnisevy  ^nd  death,  oat  of  which  he  could  not  eA-tricate  himself,  and 
in  which  iiC  might  have  hcen  justly  left  of  God  ;  who  out  of  miere 
mercy  and  sovereign  Grace  hath  opened  a  new  and  living  way  for 
the  recovery  of  lost  men,  hy  Jesus  Christ,,  who  is  revealed  to  us  in 
the  Gospel. 

4-  We  believe  that  man  by  his  fall  and  apostacy  from  God,  is 
so  decidedly  averse  to  the  way  of  reconciliation  to  God  that  if  left 
to  himself  he  never  will  savingly  comply,  nor  hearken  to  the  call  of 
the  Gospel  : — that  the  converaion  and  salvation  of  any  sinner  is 
OYiiu^.  to  the  free  sovereign  grace  of  God. 
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f    5.  We  believe  that  as  tbere  is  but  one  God.  bo  also  there  is  but- 
one  iMcdiator  betvveen  God  and  man,  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  on 
I  account  of  "vvhose  Righteousness  and  atonement,  God  can,  consistent- 
I  ly  vfith  all  his  perfections,  shoYf  iiiercj  unto,  and  pardon  the  chief 
"  of  sinners. 

6.  We  believe  that  although  TrC  are  justified  by  Faiih  and  saved 
bj  Grace  alone,  yet  the  La^r  of  God  as  a  Rule  of  life  is  in  full 
force  to  believers;  and  that  holiness  of  heart  and  life  is  their  duty. 
Neither  doth  the  Gospel  of  Christ  countenance  the  least  sin. 

7.  We  believe  that  Christian?  are  brought  out  of  a  state  of  sin 
arjd  death  into  a  state  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ ;  renewing  their 
>7ills,  and  by  hb  almighty-  power  determining  them  to  that  vfhicli 
isgCK5d;and  eifectually  dra^ving  them  to  Jesus  Christ ;  yet  so  as 
they  come  most  freely,  being  made  willing  by  Ids  Grace. 

8.  We  believe  that  all  true  saints  shall  finally  persevere  to  eter- 
nal salvation ;  arid  that  their  perseverence  does  not  depend  on  their 
own  free  will,  but  upon  the  ircmutable  decree,  and  unchangeable 
lavf  of  God,  the  Father;  on  the  efficacy,  merit  and  intercession  of 
Christ,  the  Son  ;  end  the  abiding  of  the  Holy  Spirit  within  them  ; 
and  the  nature  of  the  covenant  of  Grace. 

9.  We  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  all  ChristianB  carefully  to 
attend  on  all  the  instituted  means  of  Grace,  such  as  Baptism  and 
the  Lord's  Supper,  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  day,  together 
with  the  re-id  in    of  Gobi's  'Word,  and  family  and  st^crct  prayer. 

10.  We  believe  God  hath  appointed  a  day,  wherein  he  will  judge 
the  world  in  righteousness  by  Jesus  Christ,  >shcn  all  the  dead  shall 
arise  with  their  bodies  from  the  grave,  and  appear  before  his  tribu- 
nal, to  give  an  account  of  tlit-ir  thoughts,  words  and  deeds,  and  to 
receive  according  to  what  they  have  done  in  the  body,whether  good 
or  evil ;  when  the  righteous  shall  be  received  into  the  joy  of  their 
Lord,  and  the  wicked  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment. 

Amoi, 

ARTICLES  OF  ORDER  AND  DISCIPLINE, 

Jesus  Christ  has  always  had  a  Church  on  the  earth,  for  the 
forming,  establishing  and  governing  of  which  he  hath  , given  us 
sufficient  rules  in  his  Holy  Word,  which  wc  believe  are  as  follows, 
viz  : 

L  The  matter  of  or  j/rorer  materials  for  forming  a  church,  we 
understand  to  be  real  ClirisiiaijS,  called  in  the  i^criptures  saints  and 
faithfi4.1  brethren  ;  and  where  there  are  such  in  ^ny  town  or  society, 
we  hold  that  they  have  posver,  and  ought  to  form  themselves  into  a 
church,  (being  agreed  in  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,) 
by  giving  suuicient  evidence  to  the  judgineut  of  charity,  that  they 
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have  indeed  been  born  again,  and,  bj  their  matually  covenanting  | 
and  agreeing  publickij'  and  visibly  to  ^valk  in  all  the  ordinances  of  \ 
God's  house  blameless,  and  to  vratch  over  one  another  in  the  Lord,  J 

2.  We  agree  that  a  (-hurch  so  formed  have  power  to  govern  them-  \ 
selves,  according  as  they  understand  the  Scriptures ;  to  receive  i 
inernbers  and  cast  thorn  out,  as  occasion  may  require,  | 

3.  AVc  agree  that  the  Ciiurch  have  a  right  to  choose  their  o>^n  I 
OiTicers  after  a  thorou^irh  examination  into,  and  acquaintance  with  « 
their  gifts  and  kno'-vlodge,  doctrinal  and  experirnental,  yet  agree  to  • 
improve  the  ^hs  of  those  we  esteem  Christ's  ^^linisters,  and  the 
advice  and  assistonce  of  sister  Churclics,  in  setting  them  apart  to 
the  sacred  office  and  work: 

4.  V\'e  ag^  ee  that  in  all  cases  of  discipline,  the  Pastor  hath  no 
more  power  in  voting  than  any  private  brother. 

5.  We  agree  that  in  all  cases  of  controversy,  if  either  party 
require  a  Council,  the  other  ought  to  unite  in  choosing  and  call- 
ing one. 

6.  We  agree  that  there  is  no  appeal  from  the  sentence  of  the 
Church,  to  any  higher  power  this  side  the  great  Tribun.aL 

7.  We  agree  that  no  brother  shall  have  right  to  bring  any  mat- 
ter or  charge  into  the  church  against  any  member,  unless  he  has 
previously  taken  the  steps  of  discipline  mentioned  in  the  18th  of 
Matthew,  and  judge  it  to  be  a  transgression  of  the  law  of  Christ. 

8.  AVe  agree  that  the  Gospel  Ministry  ought  to  be  supported  by 
the  congregation  who  wait  on  such  Ministry. 

9.  Wc  agree  that  if  any  brother  shall  refuse  to  pay  his  propor- 
tion towards  the  support  of  the  Gospel  Ministry,  he  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  as  an  oifcni.!  t. 

10.  \Ve  agree  that  brother  ought  not  to  go  to  law  with  brother, 
even  for  the  recovery  of  debt,  except  lu  such  case  at  law,  in  which 
the  defending  brotlier  consent  to  the  suit,  and  no  brotherly  affection 
or  fellowship  be  broken  between  them,  when,  if  such  case  take 
place,  it  may  be  lawful. 

11.  We  agree  that  the  brethren  of  the  church  ought  to  consult 
the  sisters  in  all  cases  of  discipline. 

12.  We  agree  that  when  an  Elder  or  Pastor  is  set  apart  to  the 
work  of  the  Ministry,  he  is  by  office,  Standing  Moderator  and 
Register  of  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  church  :  to  administer 
ordinances:  to  preach  tlie  Word,  and  attend  on  exhortation;  to  take 
the  rule  and  lead  in  tlie  church,  and  to  be  obeyed  as  such,  so  far 
as  he  directs  and  teaches,  agreeably  to  the  ^Vord  of  God.  But 
when  a  church  is  destitute  of  a  Pastor,  they  may  choose  one  of  the 
brethren  for  a  Moderator  and  Register. 

13.  We  agree  that  wl>ea  a  brother  or  the  church  are  dissatisfied 
with  their  Pastor,  they  arc  not  to  publish  abroad  their  dissatisfac- 
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■DOR,  or  the  ground  of  It.  but  take  the  steps  of  the  Gospel  :  arnl  if 
fihe  matter  cannot  be  settled  to  inutual  satisfaction,  tliey  are  not  to 
■proceed  to  reject,  until  tliey  have  called,  in  mutual  council,  an 
, equal  number  of  Erders  and  Delegates,  chosen  by  sister  churches, 
and  obtained  their  advice  and  3Sii,^i-iTiCC. 

14.  We  agree  that  v^hen  a  brother  has  oucndcd  in  so  private  a 
manner,  that  we  cannot  exhibit  that  evidence  to  others  which  the 
Gccpvl  requires. %Te  are  by  no  iTicans  to  publish  the  oflence,  but 
io  hibor  vvitU  Liui  i;'  a  private  xnunncr  to  recbum  bira.  15ut  in  all 
other  caivSSj  the  rule  in  Matt.  18  :  15,  IC,  iVth  vcrscd.  is  to  be 
observed. 

15.  We  agree  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Professors  of  Christ,  to 
be  devoted  to  his  interest,  and  to  abstain  from  all  thuse  practices 
\vhich  tend  to  quench  the  Spirit  ;  therefore  Vfo  agree  that,  if  any 
Brother  or  Si^^ter  shall  indulge  in  what  is  coniuionly  called  frolick- 
in^;^,  or  gaming  in  their  houses,  or  shall  themselve:-^  elsewhere  attend 
such  exercises,  or  encourage  horse-racing,  they  shall  be  dealt  with 
as  oSendei'3. 

COVENAIS'T. 

I  do  now  avouch  the  LORD  JEHOVAH,  Father,  Sox  and 
HnLY  Ghost,  to  be  my  GOD,  as  far  as  I  know-  myself,  heartily 
giving  up  rny .-elf  to  God.  and  desiring  to  be  his  forever  :  and  I 
promise,  by  divine  grace  and  assistance,  to  walk  iu  ail  the  cona- 
inandments  of  the  Lord  blameless.  I  do  now  also  subject  myself 
to  the  government  of  Christ,  and  his  Church." 

I  have  copied  the  preceding  Articles  of  Faith,  and  Rules  of 
Order  and  Discipline  because  they  have  never,  so  far  as  I  know,  in 
their  original  form,  been  printed.  The  transcript  presents  not  only 
the  belief  of  the  church,  at  its  organization,  but  tiie  purpose  of  its 
early  members  to  preserve  its  unity  and  harniony  and  discipline,  by 
requiring  the  distinct  assent  of  all  w  ho  n;ight  icek  its  fellowship  to 
such  principles  as  would  ensure  these  results.  The  enforcement  of 
discipline  T^'as  very  strict.  The  fatlicrs  once  demanded  of  delin- 
quent member*,  a  reason  for  their  absence  from  stated  and  occa- 
sional meetings  of  the  Cliurch.  Ii  was  the  purpose  not  to  suffcr- 
fcin  up'On  a  brother  or  sister  unrebuked,  and  a  process  of  discipline 
when  commenced  wa.s  carri«jd  to  its  legitimate  result. — the  rcf}rm- 
ation  of  the  offender,  or  his  exclusion  from  fellowship. 
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During  tlie  first  two  jcai*s  of  its  existence  tlie  church  was  with- 
out a  Pastor.  In  Julj,  1787,  tbey  voied  a  harmonious  call  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Tolman,  to  settle  with  them  in  the  Ministry,  to  v>'hich  call 
tlie  town  gave  its  cordial  assent,  and,  bj  a  formal  vote,  became 
responsible  for  his  support.  I'J'r.  Tolman  received  as  his  right,  the 
lot  of  land  set  apart  by  the  Charter  for  the  first  settled  Minister, 
and  in  addiUeii  received  from  the  town  "a  settlement,"  the  precise 
amount  of  wh.ich  does  not  appear  from  the  records.  2^ either  is  there 
any  mention  of  the  amount  of  salary  pledged  to  him.  That  it  was 
satisfactory  is  indicated  by  a  remark  in  his  reply  to  the  people-  — 
that  "the  considerations  and  proposals  presented  by  their  commit- 
tee, were  all  v;ell  and  agreeable," 

The  call  was  dated  July  20}  and  bis  acceptance  was  communi- 
cated on  the  20th  of  August.  The  day  following,  letters  missive 
were  sent  to  Bennington,  Sandgate,  Dorset,  Rupert,  Pawlet;  Poult- 
ney,  Dauby,  and  Pittsford.  From  the  remoteness  of  these  places 
from  Cornwall  we  are  perhaps  authorized  to  infer,  that  there  were 
no  organized  churches  with  pastors  nearer.  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
church,  in  l>Iiddlebury;  and  in  most  of  the  towns  in  the  vicinity, 
were  not  established  till  several  years  later. 

The  Ordaining  Council  convened  Sept.  25,  and  was  composed 
of  the  following  : 

ELDERS.  DELEGxlTES. 

Kev.  Elijah  Sill,  Dorset,  Thos.  Hall. 

"    Eleazcr  Harwood,  Pitsford.  Pbineas  Ripley. 

"    James  Murdock,  Sandgate.  Amos  Tuttle, 

"    Increase  Graves*  Joseph  Leavitt. 

"    Ithamar  liibbard,  Poultnej.  Reuben  Stevens. 

Mr.  Sill  was  cliosen  Moderator,  and  Mr.  Murdock  Scribe.  In 
the  public  service,  Mr.  liibbard  made  the  introductory  prayer.  Mr. 
Sill  preached  the  sermon  from  2d  Cor.  4  :  5.  I^ir.  Harwood  made 
the  consecrating  prayer :  Mr.  Murdock  gave  the  charge ;  Mr. 
Graves  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  m.adc  the  concluding 
prayer. 

Very  soon  after  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Tolman,  the  church  voted 
to  choose  tvro  persons  to  serve  f?3  Deacons  ^'for  the  time  being,  or 
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uitll  tlie  eliurcb  shall  proceed  to  a  permanent  election/'  Jeremiah 
Dingliam  and  Ililand  Hall  were  cbosen.  and  officiated  till  Oct.  31, 
ITSS.  when  the  cliurcb  determined  to  make  a  permanent  choice  of 
'•three''  Deacons.  These  brethren  were  re-elected,  together  with 
Father  "William  Samson.  At  the  time  of  bis  election.  Dea.  Hall 
was  in  ill  health,  and  absent  with  his  friends  in  Connecticut,  on 
ihac  account.    Ho  never  returned  to  Cornwall. 

During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Tolman,  the  pcoplo  of  Cornwall  had 
no  stated  place  of  worship.  A  principal  obstacle  appears  to  have 
been  the  fixing  npoa  a  satisfactory  location ;  upon  which  subject 
anxiety  was  manifest  very  soon  after  the  ','L'ganization  of  the  town. 
That  the  descendants  of  the  early  settlers  may  see  bow  their  fathers 
were  exercised  in  reference  to  arrangements  respecting  religious 
ax^liirs,  and  the  measures  they  adopted  to  obviate  their  difficultieSj 
I  copy  in  full  the  records  of  two  tovfn  meetings  : 

Cornwall,  Nov.  the  IGth,  1T8G, 

Agreeable  to  the  vfarning.  the  meeting  was  opened,  and  made 
choice  of  Jared  Abernathy  for  a  Moderator. 

Voted  to  divide  the  town  into  two  Societies. 

Voted  to  set  off  the  north  Society  five  miles  and  one  quarter 
from  the  north  line. 

Voted  to  adjourn  the  m.eeting  for  half  an  hour.  Agreeable 

to  adjournment  the  m.eetin;2;  was  opened. 

Voted  to  appoint  or  choose  a  commLtcee  of  three  indiilerent 
m'^-n  from  other  towns  to  divide  the  tovvTi  into  two  Soeieties  accor- 
ding to  justice  and  eipaity. 

Voted  and  chose  Gamaliel  Painter.  Wm.  Bush,  Esq.,  and 

Capt.  John  Smith,  to  be  a  commiittee  for  usc  purpose  aforesaid. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  for  setting  oft"  live  and  a  quarter 
miles,  and  voted  to  set  oiF  but  four  miles  and  one  quarter. 

Voted  to  revoke  the  vote  for  calling  a  c<jmmittee, 

Att.,  JOEL  LI.NSLY,  T.  C. 

Also,  voted  that  Sanvl  Benton,  Jeremiah  Bingham  and  Zillai 
ctickney,  be  a  committee  to  measure  otf  tlie  four  miles  and  ono 
quarter.  Att.,  JOEL  LINSLV^  T.  Clerk. 

CuiLW.'ALL,  Deo.  the  Uh,  1T8G. 

Then  the  meeting  was  openod  according  b>  ihe  warning,  and 
chose  Hiland  Ilaih  Esq.,  Mr-drrator. 

Upon  a  vote  ])eing  cr'lied  whether  they  would  nullify  a  former 
vote  for  dividing  the  it  was  carried  in  the  n:gaiive. 

Voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  for  one  hour. 
17 
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AcGorfling  to  adjournment,  the  meeting  wfts  opened. 

Voted  to  revoke  the  former  vote  to  ratifr  dividing;  the  town 
into  two  societies. 

Voteil  to  revoke  a  vote  passed  the  16th  of  Nor.  for  dividing 
the  town  into  two  Societies-. 

Upon  a  motion  being  made  to  set  olT  to  Wejbridge  to  the  ''old 
line,"  it  was  rejected  by  the  town. 

Upon  a  vote  being  called  to  set  of!"  two  miTes  and  one  half  to 
Weybrid-::;o,  it  vras  carried  in  the  ne^^ative. 

Att.,  JOEL  LIN  SLY,  T.  Kegister.^^ 

At  the  town  meeting  held  March  5,  1787,  it  was  '-voted  that  al"? 
public  raeeting?  from  Uie  Srst  af  M'lj  next  till  the  first  of'  Oct. 
next,  be  held  at  Capt.  Benton's  barn,* — a  spacious  but  now  dilap- 
idated structure,  still  standing  on  the  road  leading  to  David  Par- 
kill's,  a  little  east  of  the  main  nortit  and  south  road  through  the 
town. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  Oct.  22,  1787,  it  was  '''voted  to  meet  oit 
the  Sabbath  for  the  time  being,  half  the  lime  at  Sam.'l  Benton's, 
and  at  Joel  Linsl y's  the  other  half.''  At  this  meeting  it  was  also 
voted  "to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  persons  to  set  a  stake  in  tlie 
most  convenient  place,  as  Jiea?  the  centre  of  the  settleable  land  as 
may  be  conveuient  for  us  to  build  a  house  for  public  worship,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  land  from  the  south  Ime  of  Mr.  Field's 
land  to  the  north  line  of  the  town.  Chose  Thomas  Sawyer,  Eleazer 
Olaghovn,  and  Benjamin  Cooley,  for  a  committee- f>r  the  above  pur- 
pose.   Also  James  Watrous,  in  case  of  fail/' 

This  committee  proceeded  to  discharge  the  duty  assigned  them,. 
ami  prepared  their  report  in  time  for  si  town  meeting  held  the  4th 
of  December  following.  They  set  their  stake  very  near,  though  a 
little  south  of  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  school  house  of  District 
No.  2,  a  very  eligible  position  for  a  house  for  public  worship,  and 
one  which  had  been  regarded  with  general  favor,  as  in  the  survej 
of  the  Ministerial  lot,  at  a  date  earlier  than  the  appointment  of  the 
committee,  there  had  been  in  this  locality  a  reservation  of  two 
acres  and  a  half  for  a  "meeting  house  green.''*  At  this  meeting, as 

*  As  .1  niattrr  cr' i.  urii'.-Itr,  1  have  tixkvn  th<>  pains  to  .  ♦M-ily  tSiis  locality,  hv  iiiquiriti^r 
ri-)K-«lin^  it  uf  rc'.-cral  |KTM)ns  a.lvar\ci-il  in  years,  Avlio  wore  Ik  Mil  in  tlit;  neij^htx^riiocxi. 
Tiit>v  all  rfi.!"iiil  or  ;!ie  '•^'rr-cii"  or t^'uTUinnn,  wtiiit;  th<-.so  wiin  from '-arly  cliil.llmod  ai-tomliMf 
-•.liuol  ill  the  s<;huo!,  li'nij^e  crectc  I  ii[>i'ri  ir^  .'ir*;  ii!o,-.t  coiiti'lcut  rvs^n  rting  iti  bouri^iario. 
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fi  preliminary  measure,  designed  to  obviate  all  obstacles  to  harmony 
of  action,  the  tovt  Q  passed  the  following  vote  : 

That  upon  any  person  or  persons  appearing  in  a  legal  town 
.  .octinp;,  and  there  in  a  public  manner  before  proper  authority, 
•  iking  solemn  oath  that  to  support  a  minister, or  to  build  a  meeting 
iiouse  by  tax,  is  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  tLeh'  conscience,  they 
sliiill  thereby  be  released  from  any  rate  or  rates  that  raay,  or  shall 
bo  jaid  f'.a-  the  above  purpose.*' 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  reader  that  most  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Vermont,  those  of  Cornwall  among  the  rest,  adopted  the 
sentiment  common  in  the  States  from  which  they  emigrated,  that 
the  support  of  religion  was  indispensable  to  tlie  prosperity,  if  not 
to  the  existence  of  a  community,  and  that  government  ought'to 
require  all  citizens  to  pay  their  proportion  tov^'ard  its  support.  As 
the  majority  of  the  settlers  coming  from  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts entertained  Congregational  vievrs,  the  laws  were  very  nat- 
urally shaped  accordingly.  This  came  to  be  called  the  ''stand- 
ing order,''  and  the  inhabitants  were  required  to  pay  taxes  for  its 
support  unless  they  made  it  appear  that  they  already  supported 
some  other  denomination.*  The  vote  above  cited  proves  that  the 
people  of  this  town  were  more  liberal  than  the  statute,  since  they 
required  only  as  a  ground  of  exemption,  that   the  citizen  should 


I'he^e  person?,  anion,!;  ^vhom  ure  P  ivi  l  Parkil'  and  Za<I  T.'.  liniyiiiiis.  jx^riVc;!''  iMrriDiiiy.r 
i--  rhe  recollection  th.'it  the  lot  v.a.-  riu:  sau-io,  or  noarlr  Tm*^  y<  tli;ir  -:u[<-h   Fadi  T 

t'/ishiiell,  for  many  ycar-s  cultiva-;  i  alrernateh- in  .•  ^-ii  ard  u  iicat,  lyia.;-  -ouih  (,['  his 
hi;i!.-e,  and  west  ot'  t)ie  hi'^hv,  ;iv.  rr;  v.  rhe  K*  d  Sriv.ui  il./u-e.  i\>nufil_\  .-toud.  ThP 
])ro.-fnt  school  house  and  Mr--.  PmI-[c:-\-  ■_::,v.\i-n  o»x'U]-}-  ;•.■.!■?!■•  m.s  of  the  lot.  'The  coinmriu 
was  rirst  enclosed  by  Tilr.  UiL-hneil. 

This  statement  is'corrohoratcd  iln-  :.•>■':  thit  ahmif  th(>  riioo  <>f' ;\rr.T>n:dmcU"s  purcha-^t^ 
in  lS'j3,the  nioetinii;  hoa-e  on  this  lot  ci-a.-.-ii  to  In.  u.-^'d  i"r  puhiic  uor-hifi,  av.d  the  nic*;:- 
i!!:::s  were  trariH-ferred  to  the  house  thf..  ia  ihc  prwi-i'-s  '  \'  ri  tu|)i<'ti<,n,  which  with  modi- 
cations  and  iniprovoKoents,  continU'--.-  .-riii  t->  oe  um^I.  I'n.ni  that  date  the  comaiou  was 
n.it  needed  hy  the  piihlic.  ;uul  vras  nalundiy  eii(a:,:,h  ilj\  .jrtril      [)ri\-ate  use. 

•*  The  folh^winp:  were  the  main  prm  l-i'-n.-^  <  i'  th  >  law-  -.f  ih[<  Stare  re-pec*-in^;  the  si!»«- 
l-ort  •■I  rc'd.irion,,  i»revi'.'ii>  to  1>'01.  'Wlien  a  '^  niMiinrr  !>!' iuhahicant'^  or'a  town  -ar  parish, 
exi'eeiUnu;  twoniy-live,  l>einL;  ot'  a  -in.iLir  mn-^  il  i  w'm-.iU'ni  n!"  ( 'iri-i^fian-,  iniicht  thi.ifv 
thl'^:i -td ahh.'  U'  hnihl  a  meeting- hn:;-*.-,  un-l  <<.i.::i'\y  i-\'  pr..!\  i^lc  i. ir  Ihe  ;-ap,  mi  t  o:  xht 
'  a  nieetioLT  yX  Miid  town  '-r  [  aii  h  K.i^hr  i  «'  i'a''<;d  and      o-rhinl-^  of  rliorc  a-:-eoi- 

iii:.-;.  i.'taii.^  U'lr  ic-,-  tliaa  tvventy-!i\t:-'  io  !i':ini>t'r.  n!i_dit  \  idi- i'ur  frecau'j:  a  n^joaia:; 
h'  n--;,  rittd  Ijina.:  •■r  <ohvr\w.-e  airr.  itii  a  I'd.a-t'T  :  and  lid.dit  u-^ers  the  i:e«-o<'-a'-'/ 

"  irv--:^  r,>  ("-•[■.ay  til.:  *\;  A^'J        '^  ■  -  !  i'rilaT  prp'.      .i,  ~  a  I'at  i'\ itv  \-ut(/r  in  ru-v\  a 

pari-h  .-hail  he  ■  'u.^  i;  a>  I •'•;!!•_'  <.f  ihe  rid;_:<M(-;  nj  iiiiou  and  «o!iriinc;:t  »d'  th^  ma- 
j'>rlt\-  in  >o.-h  N.-.;;]  f\  pari  ):,  a.  !  ;i.d  !^  t'^  '^e  (ax^'d  t^r  ;,Mri^<.-r-  aioresai'!,  nnh---;  h.-^ 
•.hall  pro,-!.re  a  r^-rt iii^vd",  .-.i^oed  hy  -  !;n>  rdiui^icr  of  thr  (,,-!-!,  1 ).  ar,.n,  Iddcr.  Mm,], 
eraror  .'r  < 'h-rk  i>f  th-r  (■iuirrh,  l-<-  -i-ct  <^r  (hainndrannii^  cn  which       hcha  l^-. 

rnakii-^  ko.  v/n  rh.v  i-er-ai  pr-irn;-;  .  _-  ti  ■•  .-.-.o.  m  he  <  I  Hi-  n-W  J.,r.s  opiuion  or  scr.l i;uei«i 
of  tWe  >i_:7a'r  tl;'T-..t",  ar;ii  ta  ■  d-:;  ;ininatioii  h"  h-a  aiy--.  '      Tm;>  ccrlhicate 

was  to  he  rt/conh'd  in.  the  Towo.  (.  h::h  •  <.  ;h.;c. 
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make  oatli  tliat  he  had  conscienciou3  scroples^^about  supporting  iv- 
ligion  by  tax  at  all. 

This  attempt  having  been  made  to  disarm  the  opposition  which 
might  arise  frora  a  fear  of  taxes,  the  meeting  proceeded  to  the  fol- 
lowing action : 

1,  Yoted  to  build  a  meeting  honsOj  and  support  the  Gospel  bj 
a  tax  on  the  town. 

2.  Yoted  to  lay  a  town  tax  of  seven  pound-  to  be  paid  in 
wheat  at  o  s.  per  bu.-hel,  by  the  first  of  January  next,  to  defray 
town  charges,  and  to  p;iy  ^Ir.  Tolman's  settlement.  John  Rock- 
•well,  Eoswell  Post  and  bara'l  Biodget,  appointed  collectors  of  said 
rate, 

8.  Yoted  to  accept  of  the  doing  of  our  committee  for  setting  a 
stake  for  the  meeting  house,  viz:  Eleazer  Glaghorn,  Benj.  Cooley 
and  James  \Vaters. 

4.  Yoted  to  build  a  meeting  house  50  feet  by  20  near  the 
stake  stuck  by  the  above  committee,  by  tb^  first  of  "May  next. — 
Appointed  Ethan  Andrus,  Eenj.  Sanfjrd,  Stephen  TambL/.g  and 
Stephen  Kolley,  for  a  commiUeo  to  build  said  house. 

5.  Yoted  to  meet  at  Sam'l  Benton\s  on  the  Sabbath  till  the 
first  of  May  next. 

6.  Yoted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  till  the  17th  day  of  instant 
December. 

Attest,  JOEL  LIIvSLY,  Town  Clerk. 

Dec.  IT,  1787.  According  to  adjournment  the  meeting  vras 
opened,  and  the  comnv'ttee  for  building  the  meeting  house  made 
their  report,  that  in  :heir  opinion,  it  will  cose  £48,  and  £S 
must  be  paid  in  wheat  directly. 

Yoted  to  accept  of  the  report  of  oar  said  comniittee.  Accor- 
dingly, 

Yoted  to  lay  a  tax  of  .$48  to  build  said  house,  £S  to  be  paid 
in  wheat  by  the  -cr^i  of  Jan.  next,  and  £40  to  be  paid  in  labor  by 
the  first  of  April  next. 

Att.,  JOEL  LINSLY,  T.  Clerk. 
During  these  proceedings  several  persons  appeared  and  made 
oath  that  to  support  the  Crospel,  and  build  a  meeting  house  by  tax, 
was  contrary  to  the  dic^;ites  of  their  coriscience.  The  building 
committee  proceeded  proriu.'tiy  in  the  dischargo  of  their  duty,  so 
far  as  to  erect  the  frame  of  the  proposed  house,  but  for  reasons 
which  can  only  be  inferred  from  the  record,  nothing  further  was 
done  for  months.  ^ 
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^\pt.  2,  1T88,  a  Town  Meeting  was  iield  to  take  further  action 
V  is  matter, 

'I'hc-  /j^ue.Ttion  ''whether  thej  would  coyer  the  frame  of  the  meet- 
r.  h->:i'ie  whore  it  now  stands."  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
■[•  "  i^siestion  ''whether  thej  would  move  the  frame  to  anj  other 
i^t.  aiid  cover  it,"  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

"  qviestion  "whether  tliej  would  sell  the  frame,"  was  also 
.        'I  ;  and  iinallj. 

'i     question  '-wliether  the  town  would  give  the  frame  to  such 
^  i;  i'T  persons  as  would  cover  it,  on  condition  of  owning  it 
.  i!.c  town  should  have  done  meeting  in  it,"  was  decided  in  the 
:  I  we. 

V'.-/  fnime  was  covered  and  used  several  years  as  a  place  of  wor- 
v,:'.hiti  tbu  recollection  of  many  persons  still  living,  but  the 
- :  ihac  of  its  completion  cannot  be  ascertained.    It  was  prob- 

y  ...  tlie  Spring  of  ITOl,  as  previous  to  this  time  the  meetings 
T'iwn  and  of  the  Church  had  been  hehl  at  Sam'l  Benton'Sj 

I  at  Jeremiah  llockweli's  who  bought  out  Gen.  Benton.  Eat 
Tjwn  Meeting  held  Sept.  21,  1791,  the  inhabitants  were 

^:.'d  to  convene  at  the  meeting  house.     This  is  the  first  intima- 

■a  of  the  readiness  of  the  building  for  use. 

At  this  pericH.1  the  town  seems  to  have  borne  the  entire  responsi- 
..ty  of  pnjviding  for  public  worship.  They  provided  the  place  of 
r-'hsp-— thcj  supported  the  minister — they  even  appointed  those 

led  the  singing  on  tlie  Sabbath,  and  I  might  add,  those  who 
>ull  gu.ird  the  sacredness  of  the  Sabbath,  by  reproving  its  viola- 

ai^  veil  in  the  sanctuary  as  out  of  it. 
I  iKkvo  copied;  and  may  still  copy,  somewhat  lo.rgely  from  tlie 
r^h  .'jf  the  town,  proceedings  in  reference  to  the  establishment  of 
^'^ic  worship,  both  because  they  seem  to  constitute  an  inseparable 
"t;  *!e  (»f  our  history,  and  because  most  of  the  natives  of  Corn- 

-'  ■  ■  ' -ve  to  be  abio  to  trace  the.  incipient  measures  of  their 
'  •     "iro  fjr  themselves  and  their  posterit}  ,what  they  regard- 
'-•  -■  ■^I'gs  of  paramount  importance. 
Tho  records -of  the  Church  indicate  that  during  the  ministry  of 

FoIuKin,  Y-ry  consi'icrable  numbers  were  admitted  to  its  com- 
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munion  :  that  discipline  ^•^!aB  promptly  maintained^  and  tlie  cause 
of  pietj  apparently  advancedj  though  ^ye  are  not  informed  of  any 
season  of  revival  during  the  period.  A  "  Confession  of  Faith  and 
Platform  of  Order  and  Discipline  adopted  by  the  General  Con- 
ventioii  of  Congregational  Ministers  of  Yermont,  at  their  session, 
June  17S8,  was  rcconaiaended  by  that  body  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Churches  for  the  sake  of  uniformity.  This,  the  Church  of  Corn- 
-^fall  considered,  and  so  far  approved  as  to  order  its  entry  on  their 
records.  Whether  wisely  or  notjthis  Confession  of  Faith  was  made 
designedly  brief  and  general,  so  as  to  admit  of  some  diversity  of 
belief  in  reference  to  certain  doctrinal  points.  The  Church  so  fur 
showed  their  independence  of  ecclesiastical  recommendations,  as  to 
modify  certain  articles,  to  disapprove  and  reject  others,  retaining 
their  own  as  substitutes. 

In  June,  1790,  less  than  three  years  from  his  settlement,  Mr. 
Tolman  intimated  to  the  Church,  that  the  failure  of  his  health 
would  incapaciate  him  for  serving  them  longer  in  the  ministry,  and 
the  same  intimation  communicated  to  the  town  in  August,  led  to 
the  appointment  of  ''a  committee  of  five,  to  confer  with  him  about 
the  terms  of  his  dismission.''  The  inhabitants  felt  that  it  would  be 
unjust  for  him;  after  having  received  the  entire  ministerial  right  of 
land  (800  acres)  and  in  addition  a  liberal  '-settlement,"  to  leave 
them  after  so  brief  a  ministry, without  a  return  of  at  least  a  portion 
of  the  latter  gratuity  —  the  former  having  been  the  gift  of  the 
Charter,  rather  than  of  the  people.  Consequently,  when  at  a  meet- 
ing Sept.  22,  1790,  i\rr.  Tolman  presented  a  formal  request  for  a 
dismission,  the  town  voted  to  grant  his  request,  ''on  condition  that 
he  should  refund  to  the  Treasury  of  this  town,  to  be  hereafter  dis- 
posed of  by  the  town  towards  the  settlement  of  another  minister, 
X70  out  of  the  settlement  which  he  received,  by  giving  his  note  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  town,  payable  in  grain,  in  cattle,  or  in  land 
from  off  the  minister's  lot,  which  he  received  in  settlement  and 
now  possesses,  within  two  years  or  sooner,  viz  :  on  the  settlement  of 
another  minister,  if  one  should  be  sooner  settled,  or  he  should  choose 
to  raake  the  payment  sooner,  without  interest, — Provided  the  Coun- 
cil that  we  shall  appoir^t  tliink  best."     To  this  conbideration,  Mr. 
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Tulmau  assented,  and  executed  bis  note  for  tlie  sum  named,  wliich 
was  deposited  in  safe  hands,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Treasurer,  m 
ease  of  Mr.  Tolman's  disroission  by  the  Coiincilj  otherwise  to  be 
returned  to  him. 

The  town  appointed  a  committee  of  six  to  agree  ^vith  Mr.  To! man 
on  a  Council,  and  on  the  time  and  place  of  its  meeting.  The  Coun- 
cil consisting  of  four  ministers  and  three  delegates,  met  Nov.  11, 
1700,  and  ivnanimouslj  voted  his  dismission,  togclhev  with  full  tes- 
timonials of  his  good  character  and  standing  in  the  ministry. 

Of  his  hist j>ry  previous  ti.;  Ms  residence  in  Cornwall,  we  know 
but  little.  He  received  approbation  to  preach  from  an  association 
in  Bennington  County,  and  came  to  this  town  with  ample  credentials, 
lie  probably  assented  to  the  polity  of  the  Independents,  as  according 
to  their  usage,  he  united  with  the  Church  of  which  he  became  the 
pastor,  subjecting  himself,  like  other  members,  to  its  discipline. 
During  his  pastorate,  and  part  of  his  subsequent  residence  in  Corn- 
wall, for  aught  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  he  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  as  a  man  of  piety  and  orthodoxy.  But  owing, 
perhaps,  to  mental  alienation,  he  fell,  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
residence  in  town,  into  errors  which  bordered  on  deism.  He  waSy 
how^ever,  regarded  as  sane.  Grieved  by  his  defection,  the  Church 
commenced  a  process  of  discipline  in  Dec,  17'J4,  wdnch,  though  he 
removed  from  town  early  in  the  following  year,  was  prosecuted  to 
bis  excommunication.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  add,  that  subse- 
quently be  came  to  himself  and  returned  to  the  Church  in  Corn- 
wall, with  full  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  conviction  of  his 
errors,  and  of  penitence,  entreating  restoration  to  their  confidence 
and  fellowship,  having  previously  given  similar  satisfaction  to  the 
Church  in  Greensboro,  where,  at  the  time  he  resided.  He  was 
restored  to  his  standing  in  the  Church.  Mr.  Tolman,  at  a  later 
period,  held  some  civil  offices,  among  them  that  of  Engrossing 
Ck-rk  of  the  Yt  General  Assembly,  —  an  ofTtce  for  which  ho  was 
peculiarly  qualified  by  his  beautiful  chirography. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

RELIGIOUS  HISTORY  CONTINUED — CONTROVERSY  RESPECTING  LOCA- 
TION OF  MEErtNa  HOUSE — SETTLEMENT  OF  REV.  BENJ.  WOOSTEK 

 niS  MINISTRY  AND  CHARACTEtl  —  HIS  CONNECTION  WITH  THE 

ARMY  AT  FLATTSBURGH. 

The  town  being  without  a  minister,  the  proposition  was  revived, 
which  had  been  several  times  agitated  but  had  never  met  with  gen- 
eral favor,  to  divide  the  town  into  two  societies ;  and  if  this  might 
not  be  conceded,  to  dismember  it.  as  had  been  previously  urged,  by 
'annexing  a  portion  of  it  to  Wejbridge^  and  another  portion  to 
Vrhiting.  The  reasons  fov  this  persistent  effort  to  dismember  the 
town,  do  not  appear  on  the  record,  and  are  of  course  matter  of 
inference.  As  the  character  of  those  towns,  like  that  of  Cornwall, 
was  forming  and  undetermined,  the  settlers  on  the  borders  of  Corn- 
wall might  have  supposed,  that  being  thus  annexed,  their  prefer- 
ences as  to  religious  worship  would  be  more  readily  secured,  while 
in  other  respects,  their  condition  would  be  equally  favorable. 

At  a  meeting  held  Dec.  14,  1790,  the  town  voted  ''to  give  lib- 
erty to  any  number  or  persons  to  form  into  a  society,  agreeably  to 
the  late  society  articles  drawn  up  by  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  town  for  the  purpose."'     These  articles  are  not  recorded. 
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During  tlie  years  1791-9:1.  iLc  town  provi<1ed  by  tax  for  the  sup- 
imi  of  preaching,  without  much  effort  to  settle  a  minister.  Mr. 
Tolmau  in  the  meantime  repeatedly  urged  upon  them  a  request 
that  they  would  release  him  from  obligation  to  repay  the  portion  of 
his  settlement  he  had  promised  to  refund.  His  request  met  a  steady 
denial.  They,  however,  exhibittxl  their  spirit  of  accommodation,  by 
allowing^  the  claim  to  remain  several  years  without  interest. 

Some  of  the  voters  being  dissatisfied  with  the  location  of  their 
meeting  house  which  had  been  occupied  since  1791,  in  May,  and 
again  in  Nov..  1705,  agitated  the  questions  anew  in  town  meeting, 
whether  they  would  agree  upon  a  centre  for  public  worship,  and  if 
not,  whether  they  would  divide  into  two  societies.  Both  these 
questions  were  answered  by  the  following  action — "voted  that  the 
town  is  satisfied  with  their  present  centre  f:T  civil  and  religious 
purposes."  But  the  question  so  often  settlr !  would  not  "stay'' 
settled  :  Ibr,  in  1796,  it  was  again  brought  up  and  the  town  appointed 
Ethan  Andrus,  Nathaniel  Blanchard,  Benj.  Sanfurd,  Eliplialet 
Samson  and  Joel  Linsly,  a  committee  to  consider  the  subject.  They 
reported  that  "in  their  opinion,  the  meeting  house  ought  to  be  set 
about  six  or  eight  rods  -^vest  of  the  road,  about  hai  .  *  the  way 
between  Joel  Linsly 's  house  and  barn  — a  site  very  nearly  the 
same  wdiich  is  now^  occupied  by  the  par-onage  of  th.e  Congrega- 
tional Society.  At  a  meeting  held  a  few  d.ays  later,  in  cunneciion 
Y/ith  the  annual  March  meeting,  179d.  trie  Town  "voted  to  agree 
to  a  centre,  for  to  erect  a  house  for  public  worship,  as  near  the 
south  line  of  the  burying  yard  as  may  be  convenient."  The  spot 
designated  by  the  vote,  is  nearly  the  site  of  the  present  meeting 
house.  At  this  meeting,  measures  were  also  adopted  to  secure  for 
si-:  months  the  labors  of  i\Ir.  Benjamin  "Wooster,  who  had  already 
bt'-^n  preaching,  as  a  candidate  for  settlement  a  short  time.  But  as 
his  engagements  did  not  allow  him  then  to  continue  his  labors,  the 
town  rcne-ved  +heir  requcot  in  May  following,  that  he  would  pro- 
tract his  labors  through  an  entire  year — a  perio.1  of  probation, which 
in  these  days  of  steam  and  electricity,  would  by  most  cmdidates  be 
deoDied  inadmissible,  though  in  accordance  with  the  good  old  Con- 
necticut custom,  "'to  sumnicr  and  winter  a  candidate;"  before  giv- 
18 
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ing  him  a  call.  The  town  having  also  voted  a  tax  sufficient  to  raise 
the  necessary  means  for  iiis  remunerationj  the  votes  vrere  both  fal- 
lowed by  the  statement,  -which,  it  is  noticeable,  ^Tas  appended  tv 
every  vote,  in  relation  to  religious  affairs  near  this  date,— -"there 
beirig  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  mexabeis  preseiit,  and  more  than 
twenty-five  legal  votes  in  the  affirmative." 

During  the  autuniD  of  170€>,  several  town  meetings  were  held, 
at  >vhich  t'--e  v.hole  subject  of  building  a  meeting  house,  and  of 
raising  the  means  of  doing  il,  was  discussed,  and  a  coaimittee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  and  present  a  plan  for  the  structure.  In  Ko- 
vember,  the  committer  reported  a  speciSo  plaa,  and  as  a  saeasis  of 
defraying  the  expense,  recommended  the  sale,  in  advascs,  "^'holly  ot 
in  part,  of  the  p>e^  ground.  This  report  was  adop^.ed  ^jkI  Joel 
Linsly,  Wm.  Slade  and  Ethan  Andriis,  were  Appointed  a  building 
committee,  with  instrnctioijs  to  sell  the  pew  ground  oii  the  day 
after  the  approaching  Thanksgivisg,  —  "to  sell  the  pews  without* 
assessing  or  dignifving  one  pew  above  another; — to  say  what  part 
of  the  money  should  be  paid  during  the  winter  to  provide  materials- 
for  building,''  and  to  locate  the  house^  ''provided  s-aid  commit- 
tee shall  not  sot  <iM  liouse  more  than  about  the  bigness- of  it  from 
the  south  line  of  the  burying  yard"  —  the  same  site,  as  already 
intimated,  or  very  nearly  the  same  as  that  -^^-hich  is  occupied  by  the 
[)resent  house.  The  tonunittee  were  further  iiistrucsed  to  raise  and 
enclose  the  house,  and  lay  the  lower  fbor,  by  the  lirst  of  October^ 
3707.  Ey  adjournment  this  meeting  was>  agai3i  convened  the  first 
Tuesday  of  December,  when  tlie  buildiag  committee  was  exjiarged 
by  the  addition  of  several  persons,  "to  assist  in  fixing  the  price  of 
labor  and  materials  for  building,  and  to  advise  in  any  matters  re- 
specting the  house." 

On  the  14th  of  December,  1T96,  before  iho  period  had  elapsed 
for  which  Mr.  Wooster  had  been  employed,  the  town  held  a  meetiDg 
to  discuss  the  expediency  of  inviting  him  to  settle.  They  voted  to 
make  the  foli0^.ving  proposals  : 

"  Two  hundred  pounds  settlement  in  the  following  manner  :  sixty 
pounds  to  be  paid  at  the  time  cf  his  settlement,  in  money ;  forty 
pounds  in  cattle  next  (.October:  fifty  pounds  the  October  following 
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in  cattle,  and  fifty  pounds  more  in  cattle  by  the  first  of  October, 
1709.  The  foregoing  settlement  is  to  be  coriditioned  in  the  irsanner 
f.jilowing  :  If  the  said  Benj.  Wooster  shall  die  (or  decease  )  witbin 
four  years  from  tbe  time  of  his  settleraent  "svith  \is,  lie  shall  be  en- 
titled to  one  half  of  his  settlement,  and  no  raore.  If  be  live  four 
years,  and  die  between  that  and  six  years  from  tbe  time  of  his  set- 
tlement, then  he  shall  be  entitled  to  three-quarters  of  bis  settle- 
ment and  no  more.  If  be  live  six  years,  and  die  between  that  and 
e^ght  years,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  all  his  settleoient,  provided  in 
iLe  ioregoing  cases,  be  die  our  rainister.  But  if  the  said  Benjamin 
be  dismissed  he  shall  receive  but  twelve  pounds,  and  ten  shillinga 
yearly  of  his  settlement  for  the  time  that  he  continues  our  min- 

At  a  meeting  held  a  few  days  later,  by  adjournment,  the  follow- 
ing alterations  in  the  above  proposals  were  voted,  viz  :  "that  part  of 
the  settlement  which  was  voted  to  be  paid  in  cattle,  to  be  paid  in 
cattle  or  wheat  at  cash  price,  and  if  not  ])aid  by  the  time  above 
stipulated,  to  draw  interest,  and  in  case  of  his  death  or  dismissal 
from  his  ministerial  office,  Mr.  Wooster,  or  his  heirs,  shall  have 
the  same  privilege  in  every  respect,  as  to  time  and  manner  of  re- 
funding any  part  of  his  settleraent,  that  we  have  allowed  to  us  to 
pay  to  him." 

These  conditions  proposed  by  the  fathers,  seem  in  our  day,  sin- 
gular, but  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  two  liundred  pounds  was 
thea  a  liber.il  sum  to  be  voted  as  a  settlement,  and  n),oreover  that 
they  had  no  other  medium  in  which  to  make  payments,  as  there 
was  comparatively  no  money  in  circulation.  They  had  cattle  and 
grain,  but  no  cash  market  for  either,  consequently  so  destitute  were 
they  of  money  that  they  were  obliged  often  to  receive  grain  on  or- 
dinary town  taxes.  And  in  regard  to  sti])ulations  respecting  the 
refunding  of  settlement,  kc,  we  are  to  remember  that  the  minister's 
lot  which  was  designed  as  a  permanent  endowment,  or  settlement, 
Mr.  Tolman  had  already  received  as  the  first  minister,  and  retained 
as  his  ov/n,  though  he  had  continued  with  them  but  about  two 
years,  and  would,  if  allowed,  have  retained  the  entire  settlement 
which  they  had  generously  allowed  him. 

They  were  too  wary  to  be  caught  a  second  time.  Hence  the 
above  proposals,  ofiering  a  liberal  settlement,  but  so  guarding  the 
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offer,  that  thej  could  not  be  compelledj  afler  a  brief  term  of  labor 
on  the  part  of  tbeir  minister,  to  irjakc  another  considerable  sacrifice. 
The  sequel  approves  their  -^yisdom. 

The  to^n,  at  the  meeting  last  named,  Yoted  ■•'■lO  give  Mr.Wooster 
eighty  pounds  salary  annually,  and  Tt'ood  at  his  door  sufficient  for 
Lis  fiirnily,  not  exceed iiig  thirty  cords,  as  long  as  he  shall  continue 
our  minister  :  to  be  paid  one-half  in  money,  and  the  other  half  in 
.vrheat  at  money  pric-.^,  by  the  iirst  day  of  January  annually.  The 
price  for  ivheat  is  to  be  prefixed  by  a  joint  committee  agreed  on 
between  the  town  and  Mr.  Wooster,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Dec\ 
annually." 

Following  these  votes,  and  based  upon  them,  the  town  voted  Mr. 
Wooster  a  call  to  settle,  and  appointed  a  committee  of  five  persons, 
Joel  Linsly,  Jeremiah  Bingham,  Wm.  Slade.  Ethan  Andrus  and 
David  Foot,  '^to  inform  him  of  the  votes  of  the  town  in  regard  to 
the  settlement,  salary  and  call,  and  if  Mr.  Wooster  should  close 
with  our  proposals,  said  committee  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  .i;:ree  vnth  him. and  give  and  take  obligations  according- 
ly ;  and  als  -  to  agree  on  the  time  and  place  for  ordination,  and  the 
ordaining  Council" 

"In  the  foregoing  votes,  more  than  twenty-five  votes  were  in  the 
affirmative,  and  more  than  two^thirds  of  the  voters  present.'' 

I  have  drawn  out  at  length  the  mirrative  of  these  proceedings  in 
reference  to  the  seti'dment  of  Mr.  \Vooster,  presuming  that  the 
reader  will  be  interested  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  modes  of 
proceeding,  adopted  by  the  early  settlers,  who  were  equally  deter- 
mined to  secure  for  themselves  and  their  families  the  privileges  of 
the  Gospel,  by  a  liberal  use  of  their  means,  and  to  guard  themselves 
against  any  losses  to  which  they  might  be  exposed  from  cupidity  or 
casualty. 

The  call  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Wooster  was  ordained  Feb.  22, 
1T9T.    The  Council  was  composed  of  the  following  : 

MINISTERS.  DELEGATES. 

Eleazer  flarvrood,  Calvin  Dowey,- 

Lemjiel  Ilaynes,  Rufus  Dclon, 

Increase  Graves,  James  Gray, 
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Sylvanus  Chapin,  Ebenezcr  Iluilbut. 

Vwlliam  Jackson.        .  Stephen  Martindale, 

John  Griswold.  Joel  Ilarmoii. 


Mr.  Jackson  preached  the  sermon  and  Mr.  Ilajnes  gave  the 
cliarge  to  the  candidate. 

At  the  annual  March  meeting  this  year,  a  petition  y,-as  presented 
frora  the  Baptist  society,  then  recently  formed,  "for  a  shave  of  the 
public  money  belonging  to  the  town,  being  part  of  Mr.  Tolman's 
settlement  refunded  to  the  town.''  In  answer  to  the  rcquestjit  was 
voted  '^'that  the  Baptists  T;hich  have  obtained,  or  shall  obtain  regu- 
!  j'  lar  certificateSj  and  enter  them  on  record  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office, 
1 1  by  the  first  day  of  April  next,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  their 
p  share  of  the  said  public  money,  to  bo  divided  olo  to  them  by  the 
i  f  selectmen  of  the  townj  agreeably  to,  and  on  the  list  of  1796,  when 
U  collected."  ^ 

The  preceding  records  would  lead  the  reader  to  anticipate  that 
the  people  of  Cornwall  had  reached  the  end  of  controversy  respect- 
ing the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship  ;  but  the  same  causes  which 
had  operated  for  ten  years,  were  still  producing  their  eflccts.    At  a 
meeting  of  the  town  on  the  fourth  of  Dec,  1797,  the  preceding 
votes  on  that  subject  were  all  rescinded,  by  a  small  mnjority.  We 
find  nothing  further  touching  the  matter  until  neor  the  close  of 
1799,  when  another  effort  was  made  to  fix  upon  a  satisfactory  site, 
f  by  the  appointment,  for  this  purpose,  of  three  persons  residing  out 
j   of  town.      The  persons  named  were  Ebenezer  Wilson,  Samuel 
[   Strong  and  Thomas  Hammond,  Esqs.      But  they  probably  never 
came  together,  as  there  is  no  record  of  any  report  of  their  doings, 
*   or  any  further  allusion  to  their  appointment.     From  this  time  the 
subject  appears  to  have  been  but  little  agitated  till  near  the  close  of 
1301,  when  a  vote  was  passed  appointing  a  committee  to  unite  with 

Mr.  \Yooster  in  callincr  a  Council  for  his  dismission.     The  Council 
J? 

was  called  and  he  was  dismis-ed  Jan.  7,  1802.     The  reasons  for 
this  proceeding  are  not  spread  upon  tiie  record  ;  so  that  at  this  dis- 
■  t.mce  of  time,  we  are  left  to  conjecture.      It  is  not  unreasonabie  to 
-    infer,  supposing  human  nature  to  have  been  what  it  now  is,  that 
the  disagreement  of  the  community  respecting  a  place  of  worship 
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mny  have  been  yery  unfavorable  both  to  his  enjoyment  and  h;. 
usefulness.    This  supposition  is  favored  by  the  fact  that,  in  imint 
diate  connection  with  the  vote  for  his  dismission,  another  efibrt  vr  t. 
made,  with  some  earnestnesSj  to  fix  upon  a  site  for  a  meeting  house 
A  copamittee  of  rsinc  was  appointed,  who  proceeded  to  recoDsidcr  iIk 
whole  subjcct.and  they  at  length  reported  that  they  could  not  agree 
whereupon  the  meeting  v^as  adjourned  to  the  22d  of  December  fob 
lowii'sg;  at  ^riiich  time  the  town  voted  to  request  Henry  Olin, 
Abraham  Dibble  and  Pliny  Smith,  Esqs.,  non-residents  of  Corn- 
wall, to  fix  upon  a  site,  aad  if  possible,  harmonize  coisfiicting  opin- 
ions ca  th)  sul/ect. 

The  doings  of  this  committee  were  reported  to  the  town  at  a 
"Meeting  held  June  18,  1802,  and  were  approved  by  a  majority,  but 
not  by  a  legal  majority.  So  their  labors  were  abortive.  At  a 
meeting  held  on  the  od  of  Feb.  following,  a  legal  majority  was  ob- 
tained on  a  motion  to  build  a  meeting  house,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee,  on  the  ridge  about  one  hundred 
rods  west  of  the  site  of  the  present  house,  upon  the  north  and  south 
road  which  has  already  been  described,  as  once  open,  but  now  dis- 
co^ndnued. 

.  During  the  summer  following  this  action,  Mr.  Bushnell  was  em- 
ployed several  weeks  as  a  candidate  for  settlement.  Those  more 
particularly  interested  in  terminating  the  protracted  discussions 
respecting  the  location  of  a  meeting  house,  resolved  upon  the  ex- 
pedieut  of  forming,  in  accordance  with  an  existing  law,  a  volun- 
tary asseciation  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  Gospel,  and  at  a 
meeting  of  the  tov^n,  held  pursuant  to  a  warning  dated  Jan.  11th, 
1803,  preliminary  action  was  taken. 

The  question  was  then  referred  to  the  town  anew,  whether  the 
site  for  a  meeting  house,  approve<l  by  the  majority  in  Jan.,  1S02, 
""would  do  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all  parts  of  the  town.''  and 
'?ra.s  decided  in  the  negative.  From  this  date,  the  question  of  loca- 
ting a  meeting  house  seems  to  have  been  at  rest.  A  meeting,  was, 
however,  called  in  April,  1803,  in  which  the  question  of  dividing  the 
town  into  two  Societies,  was  again  discussed,  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 
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ff    Those  interested  in  the  earij  history  of  Corn tn- all,  will  of  course 
Ff  desire  to  know  the  reasons  of  this  protracted  controversy.  These 
f  t\o  Doi  appear  on  the  record.    Diversity  of  religious  sentiment  had 
soiQCthing  to  do  with  it.     Diversity  of  secular  interests  had  still 
more  to  do,  as  in  a  new  settlement,  the  location  of  the  principal 
house  of  worship  is  naturally  supposed  to  draw  around  it  a  village, 
i  t  and  thus  to  eitect  the  vabie  of  lands.     We  can  easily  exe^se  local 
?|  preferences  in  a  town  situated  like   Cornwallj  arising  from  this 
'I  cause.     Diversity  of  taste  as  lo  the  most  desirable  location  of  a 
\  house  to  accommodate  the  town,  might  influence  many,  while  with 
I'  many  others,  a  conviction  that  justice  to  all  required  the  selection 
i  of  a  site'as  near  the  geographical  centre  as  possible,  led  them  to 
'  take  firm  ground  in  reference  to  the  location  fixed  upon  by  the  last 
r  Tion-resident  committee-j  and  once  decided  upon  by  the  tov>'n,  i.  e., 
f  the  site  west  of  the  present  house. 

The  Council  which  sanctioned  the  dismission  of  Mx.  "VYoosfcer, 
bore  ample  testimony  to  his  orthodoxy  and  faithfulness,  assigrdng 
as  the  reason  for  their  action,  his  diminished  prospects  of  Bseful- 
nes3.  ilis  ministry  had  evidently  been  useful  to  the  town,  Laving 
greatly  strengthened  the  cliurch  by  the  addition  of  many  worthy 
members  to  its  communion,  and  by  the  maintenance  of  firm  and 
steady  discipline.  During  his  ministry,  in  1798,  two  brethren 
distinguished  for  their  piety  and  discretion,  • —  Daniel  Samson  and 
James  Parker, — were  chosen  deacons. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Wooster  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  Oct. 
20,  1T62,  and  in  his  eighth  year,  was  deprived  of  his  father  by 
death  ;  when,  to  use  his  own  language,  '*  he  and  five  other  children 
were  cast  into  the  world  with  no  inheritance  but  a  wise,  discreet 
and  pious  mother.*'  From  a  sermon  preached  at  the  funeral  of  Mr. 
VVoociter,  by  Rev.  Worthingt'on  Smith,  D.  D.,  late  of  St.  Albans^ 
I  gather  the  following  sketch  of  his  history  :  He  possessed  in 
chiiULood  a  hardy  constitution,  an  ardent  temperament  and  a  fond- 
ness for  adventure.  With  youthful  patriotism,  when  only  fouiteen 
years  of  age.  he  enlisted  for  four  months  in  the  revolutionary  army. 
In  his  fifteenth  year  he  oftered  himself  as  a  substitat^  for  a  neigh- 
bor who  had  been  drafted  for  the  defence  of  the  sea  coast :  an<^ 
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having:  served  out  thfs  enjracroTnent,  he  enlisted  in  his  sixteenth  voar 
for  three  years.  Having  received  Dsy  bounty  of  tweiitj  dollar^ 
in  coGtinental  monej/'  he  savs,  I  returned  horae  and  delivered  h: 
to  my  mother.  She  wept,  and  said  she  vras  afraid  I  was  an  undone^ 
child.  It  affected  nic  to  see  her  weep,  but  I  could  not  be  denieJ; 
the  privilege  of  being  a  soldier.  Indeed  I  knew  nothing  and  feareu 
nothing,  and  rushed  into  all  the  danger  I  could  find.''       '  : 

Tiie  regiment  to  which  young  Wooster  was  attached,  joined'  the'] 
army  in  the  Jerseys,  under  Washington  ;  and  shared  dreadfully  in 
the  havd-fbught  battles  and  extreme  suffering  from  sickness  and  • 
want  of  food  and  shelter,  which  that  army  heroically  sustained. — 
His  regiment,  which  consisted  originally  of  one  thousand  men,  and 
which  was  receiving  a  constant  stream  of  recruits  to  supply  iis 
wastes,  was  reduced  at  last  to  three  hundred.  It  was  wasted  by 
battle,  by  sickness,  by  small  pox,  by  hunger  and  nakedness,  and 
yet,  I,  a  poor  thoughtless  sinner,  was  one  of  the  few  preserved 
ones.  Strange,  when  I  sought  every  place  of  danger,  by  some  re- 
markable providence,  I  was  kept  alive  through  the  whole,'' 

After  he  had  completed  his  term  of  service,  young  "Wocster 
returned  to  his  mother  :  and  though  his  indigence  was  in  no  respect 
relieved  by  his  earnings  in  his  country's  service. his  ray  like  that  of 
his  comrades,  being  in  Continental  currenc}-  so  nuarly  worthless 
that  he  paid  his  entire  wages  for  nine  months,  for  a  single  sheep,  he 
devoted  his  energies  to  elforts  for  the  comfort  of  the  family.  In 
this  way  he  spent  djree  or  four  years.  He  now  began  to  feel  the 
deflcie^^cies  of  his  early  education,  and  with  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying them,  he  went  to  the  Academy  at  Lebanon,  and  while  there 
received  from  the  minister  of  the  p^jxish,  with  whom  he  became 
acquainted,  the  counsel  to  seek  a  college  education.  "  This  propo- 
sal occasioned  him  much  perplexity.  His  funds  were  small  ;.  there 
was  no  public  provision  to  aid  the  exertions  of  indigent  students ; 
and  he  regarded  hinv-elf  as  utterly  unfit  for  the  ministry,  the  only 
profession  which  ho  d-jouiod  w^jrtliy  of  the  expense  and  labor  of 
a  public  education."'  In  this  state  of  mind,"  he  says,  "  I  went 
with  some  of  my  school-fellows,  one  Saturday  afternoon,  to  the 
river  to  batlie ;  and  strolling  from  tlie  company,  I  found  a  retired 


HISTORY  OF  COFvNWxVLL.  157 

ihaue-tree.  Here  I  attempted  to  pray,  and  to  spread  my  caso  be- 
inv.  tlie  Lord,  i  liad  much  tender  feeling — was  very  solemn — the 
tears  flo^^ed  freely ;  and  ray  business  was  to  confer  with  God  on  the 
subject  of  attempting  to  obtain  a  public  education.  Here  I  sol- 
ernnlj  coYenanted  with  God.  if  he  would  carry  rno  through  a  col- 
lege course  of  study ,  that  I  would  devote  myself  to  the  liiinistry. 
To  this  engagement,  ma^ie  under  these  impres.^ive  circuinstanceSj 
jIt..  Wooster  held  himself  in  after  11(0  morally  oblj£;;ed  to  adhere." 

Mr.  Wooster  entered  Yale  Collcgo,.  in  1788,  and  it  was  during 
his  college  life  that  he  received  his  fa^st  religious  impressions,  occa- 
sioned, as  he  averred,  by  the  goodness  and  Id ndness  of  the  people 
in  their  efforts  to  aid  him  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  his  educa- 
tion. It  seemed  all  from  the  Lord,  while  he  had  made  no  due 
return.  Deep  conviction  of  guilt  followed,  and  from  his  own  ac- 
count of  his  exercises. the  contest  between  conscience  and  his  deprav- 
itj  was  protracted  and  severe.  At  length  the  stubborn  heart 
yielded — ^-the  war  was  over,'"  said  he,  '"God  appeared  right,  let 
what  would  become  of  me.  But  my  discovery  was  such,  that  I 
have  never  said  a  word  since  in  favor  of  the  carnal  heart ;  and  I 
am  persuaded  no  person  will,  who  has  been  to  the  same  school.'^ 

After  completing  his  college  course.  Mr.  "\\^ooster  had  prejented 
by  his  friends  several  very  strong  inducements  to  engage  in  secular 
pur^^uits,  but  he  firmdy  resisted  thorn  all,  and  commenced  theolog- 
ical study  with  Rev.  Dr.  Edvrards,  then  pastor  of  the  first  Church 
in  New  Haven.  He  also  studied  vfith  ilev.  Mr.  Leavenvfsjrth,  of 
V'\\terbury.  Having  received  approbation  to  preach,  his  innate 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  fondness  for  adventure,  led  him  to  S'--:'k  em- 
ployment as  a  missioiAry  in  new  and  destitute  settlements.  In  this 
sphere  of  labor,  he  visited  Vermont  under  the  commission  of  the 
Connecticut  iNIissionary  Society,  and  Feb.  22,  179T,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  ho  was  settled  in  this  town.  Dr.  Sn\'th  rvimurk:"  that 
Mr.  Wooster  always  spoke  in  the  miOst  appre^^'ative  terms  of  *. .... 
people  of  Cornwall  ;  and  ever  afmrwards  •-i.;-^-'.  ^'ued  thepro.  xi^  y 
of  his  course  in  resisting  the  firsi  advice  of  the  Council,  that  ho 
should  continue  hi  the  pastoral  office.  I  was  separated,"  says 
he,  ''from  the  best  people  I  ever  knew." 
19 
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Afier  he  left  Cormvallj  Mr.  Wooster  labored  in  yarious  destitute 
congrei.':aiions  about  tliree  years,  i^ben  lis  "was  settled  in  FairfielJ, 
Vt.j  July  24,  1800.  Here  his  labors  vrere  exceedingly  varied  an] 
abundant ;  aiding  in  raising  up  and  strengtlicning  tbe  feeble  cburcL- 
es  tbrougbout  tbe  region  :  in  organizing  new  ones  ;  in  settling  pointc 
of  order  aiid  djscipbine,  as  well  as  in  adjusting  tbose  unliappy  dif- 
ferences that  will  from  time  to  time  arise.  Pcssessing  correc: 
tbeological  views,  a  sound,  discriminating  judgment,  and  large 
experience  in  ecclesiastical  usages,  he  rendered  essential  g^ervice  in 
all  these  matters. 

Willie  Mr.  Vrooster  v/as  uniformly  plain  and  f.xiLhful  in  admin- 
istering reprc-of  and  counsel,  his  manner  was  marked  n^ore  by 
bluntness  than  by  gentleness.  A  story  is  related  as  having  occur- 
red Vidiile  ho  vras  resident  in  Cornwall,  vrhich  may  perhaps  be  safely 
recieved  as  authentic,  as  the  incidents-  are  characteristic  of  both  the- 
persons  ce'Rcerned. 

Pather  Marshall,  an  itinerant  preacher  noted  for  his  eccentricities, 
was  accustomed  in  passing  to  and  fro,  to  call  on  jMr.  Wooster,  and 
someiimvCS  received  from  him  fraternal  rebukes  for  his  oddities.  On 
one  occasion  be  was  Mr.  VVooster's  guest  at  a  minister's  meeting, 
and  being  requested  to  lead  in  prayer,  in  the  course  of  the  exerciser, 
he  said  among  other  things,  "  Lord,  tbou  knowest  Br.  Wooster, 
bow  he  ^vill  use  a  beetle  to  brush  off  a  fiy  frorii  a  man's  nose, when 
a  feather  would  do  just  as  well.    Let  thy  blessing  rest  upon  him.'' 

During  a  long  illness  this  aged  disciple  exhibited,  to  an  exem^ 
plar}^  degree,  a  chastened  and  subdued  spirit  While  he  lost  noth- 
ing of  tliat  shrewdness  of  mind,  of  that  force  of  resolution,  and 
even  of  the  foeetioas  turn  that  was  native  in  him,  at  the  same  time 
his  constitutional  sternness  was  softened,  his  impatience  tempered, 
and  a  spirit  of  meekness,  forbearance  and  tenderness  was  mani- 
fesily  the  pervading  element  of  his  heart.  lie  forgave,  and  prayed 
for  forgiveness  ;  and  spent  his  last  days,  it  is  believed,  in  peace  and 
charity  with  all  the  world. 

His  anticipations  of  death  and  the  eternal  world,,  were,  for  the 
most  part,  of  a  consolatory  and  cheering  kind.  These,  however,aU 
proceeded  from  a  simple  reliance  on  "  Him  who  loved  us,  and  gave 
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!.riii=elf  for  us,''  and  ia  no  degree  from  liis  ovfii  merits  or  services. 
•  Mv  t30uL""  ho  saj's.  "I  commit  to  God  throiigli  Jesus  Clirist,^to 
!.erp  against  that  day  when  redeemed  sinners  will  stand  before  God, 
1  .  j'-jiciitg  in  the  righieousuc^s  of  Christ.  Jesus  Christ  is  all  in  all 
to  me.'"  To  a  visitor  who  was  taking  her  leave  of  him,  a  few 
v.-eeks  before  his  dcatli.  ho  said,  Pray  for  poor  siiiners,  and  then 
y-Mi  will  remember  me.''  A  fiiend  invited  him,  on  a  ceitairi  occa- 
sion, to  go  and  make  home  with  him  at  his  house  for  a  few  days,  if 
he  should  be  able  :  lo  whom  he  replied,  pointing  to  the  grave-yard, 
'■  there  is  my  home/'  On  Ids  iiiend's  cxpre^>iiig  a  hope  that  he 
would  not  be  in;patient,  he  observed,  ^'  I  shall  trj  to  acquiesce  in 
God's  time.  When  asked  at  another  time,  by  a  brother  in  the  min- 
istry, how  he  did,  hi^  reply  w.iS,  ''waiting  to  die/'  In  conversation 
with  another  brother  about  h^eaven  and  the  occupation  of  saints  in- 
glory,  he  exclaimed,  '-Oh  I  I  long  to  be  up  there,  that  I  may  know 
vrhat  they  are  doing.  And  again,  sometimes  I  long  to  be  gone.'' 
And  crone  at  lensth  he  is  —  o-one,  we  trust,  to  the  bosom  of  his 
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Savior— to  bis  long-desired  rest ! 

An  incident  in  tlie  life  of  Mr.  Woostor,  may  bo  mentioned, wbich 
by  a  fevf'  was  censured,  but  by  many  was  admired  at  the  timic  of 
its  occurrence.  In  Sept.,  1814,  when  a  British  fleet  had  appeared 
on  Lake  Cham.pkiin.  and  a  British  army  had  invaded  our  borders, 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  ravaging  the  territory  adjacent  to  the 
Lake,  the  call  was  issued  for  mien  to  meet  and  repel  the  invaders. 
Discovering  that  his  peo])le  were  irresolato,  Mr.  Wooster  promptly 
ofiered  iiinaself  as  a  volunteer,  and  called  upon  them  to  follow  him 
to  the  rescue.  The  ranks  were  novr  speech ly  fdled  —  a  kir^o  com- 
pany was  organized,  and  he,  a  veteran  of  a  f  jrmcr  war.  was  chosen 
their  captain.  These  events  took  place,  as  his  church  w-cre  assem- 
bling to  hear  a  preparatory  lecture.  The-  Pastor  met  his  ilock, 
commended  tliom  to  G-^d,  and  v*dtLi  tears  ba<Ie  them  farevrell.  Be- 
fore sunset  he  and  his  comrades  were  far  on  their  way  toward 
Plattsburgh.  The  fatigue:s  and  exposures  of  this  excursion  aftected 
his  health  most  unfavorably.  "Yet,"'  said  he,  with  his  character- 
istic self-devotion,  'df  I  slicaid  die  a  little  sooner  f:r  this  heating 
.and  cooling,  I  think  I  shall  never  ])e  sorry  for  making  the  sacrifice.'' 

■  For  this  signal  service,  Gov.  Tompkins,  of  Xow  York,  presented 
-n  cleg  •  -  '  .  „  ■'■Hter  of  thanks,  in  t' 
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perusal  of  which,  as  vreli  as  of  ^Ir,  Wooster's  reply,  most  rcadci  > 
will,  I  doubt  not.  be  interested. 

Letter  f  rom  Gov.  Tompkins  to  Mr.  Woosicr. 

Albany,  April  21,  1815. 

Reverend  Sir  : — General  Strorig,  ?»-ho  commanded  the  irxtrepid 
Yoluntcers  of  Vermont,  ou  the  n;cn"iorable  11th  of  September,  1S14, 
has  made  me  acquainted  with  the  distinguished  part  jou  bore  in  the 
achievements  of  that  day. 

A  portion  of  your  parishioners,  roused  by  the  dangers  which 
hung  ovei  our  invaded  country,  generously  volunteered  in  her  de- 
fense, and  chose  you,  their  Pastor,  for  their  leader.  You  promptly 
obeyed  the  summons,  and  placing  yourself  at  the  head  of  your  lit- 
tle band,  repaired  vrith  alacrity  to  the  tented  field.  Tliere  you 
endured  with  patient  fcrtitude,  the  vicissitudes  of  the  canip,  spurn- 
ing the  prolfered  indulgences  which  were  justly  due  to  the  sancity 
of  your  character.  In  the  hour  of  battle  yon  were  found  with 
your  coramand,  in  the  ranks  of  the  regiment  to  which  yuu  were  at- 
tached, bravely  contending  for  the  imperishable  honors  of  victory. 
The  invaders  being  expelled,  you  quietly  returned  with  your  small 
but  patriotic  troop,  to  the  duties  of  your  sacred  calling,  and  there 
inculcated  by  precept  those  principles  of  morality,  patriotism  and 
piety,  of  which  you  had  just  given  a  practical  demonstration. 

At  a  period.  Sir,  when  principles  inconsistent  with  what  we  owe 
to  ourselves,  our  country  and  our  God,  had  gone  abroad,  your  ex- 
ample on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  could  not  fail  t^)  corry  with  it  an 
irresistible  influence.  It  illustrated  the  perfect  compatibility  of  the 
injunctions  of  patriotisin  with  the  duties  of  religion,  and  was  a 
striking  and  aflecting  instance  of  that  attachment  and  self-devoted- 
ness  to  the  cause  of  a  beloved  country,  which  ought  always  to  dis- 
tinguish the  conduct  of  the  virtuous  and  the  pious  in  times  of  peril 
and  of  war. 

As  a  memorial  of  my  veneration  for  your  distinguished,  noble 
and  patriotic  con'-^uct  on  the  11th  of  September,  1814,  and  of  my 
grateful  sense  of  the  eminent  benefits  which  this  State  and  Union 
have  derived  from  your  example  and  exploits.  I  recjuest  your 
acceptance  of  this  Sacred  A'olume,  tmd  by  you,  to  convey  to  your 
brave  a--S'"':i:itos  ll;e  ;L-stvrance  of  my  Itigh  estimation  of  their  pat- 
riotism and  signal  services. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

To  the  Reverenil  Donj;iml!i  Wou.stor, 

Fvu;-;! ■:!'],  Fr;.rtkliu  OjUuty,  Veniioiit, 
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^  REPLY 

}  To  His  ExctUenti/  Daniel  D.  7'ovipJcvns. 

Governor  of  iJie  Stale  of  Neio  York: 

Sir  Last  evening  my  seD-ibHitj  was  avrakened  bj  the  recep- 
tion of  Broirn' s  GiU  F\nnihj  Bihle^  which  your  excollericy  was 
plonsed  to  &rw?a'd  by  the  poliioness  of  Colo^iel  i^ntJionj  L-i-Hibj 
Aid-de-Camp  to  your  Excellency. 

If  the  stores  of  Heavei)  had  been  unlocked,  your  Excellency 
I  could  not  have  fl^und  a  more  piccioiis  gift  than  the  Word  of  God, 

t except  you  coald  have  bestowed  the  very  God  of  the  Word.  And, 
;?s  if  it  w^erc  possible  to  enhance  the  value  of  ilie  present,  your 
I  Excellency  ploa?cd,  in  s,  h: tier  dated  Albany.  April  21st.  1815, 
I  to  bestow  inany  encomiums  on  mo  and  my  intrepid  band,  for  our 
I  conduct  at  Plattsburgh  on  the  memorable  lltli  of  September,  1814. 
t  You  are  pleased  to  observe  that  "  Gener;il  Strong,  who  com- 
[  manded  the  intrepid  volunteers  of  Yermontdiad  made  you  acquaint- 
I  ed  with  the  part  I  bore  in  the  achievements  of  that  day." 
}  I  did  not.  Sir,  expect  to  bo  particularly  noticed  by  Gen.  Strong, 
I  nor  the  Governor  of  the  first  State  of  the  Union :  but.  by  this, 
['  I  have  anoiner  assurance  that  our  patriotic  fithers  delight  to  search 
[  out  and  reward  the  honest  attempt  to  deserve  well  of  our  country/, 
\  Should  a  candid  public  consider  your  very  handsome  encomiums  too 
:  freely  bestowed,  I  hope  they  will  also  Ijelieve,  that  nothing  but  the 
\  speedy  flight  of  the  invaders  could  liave  prevented  our  de^ervii^g  all 
which  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  say. 

The  calls  of  a  sister  State  for  help  in  a  common  cause,  wafted 
to  our  cars  by  the  vfestern  l-reezo,  were  po^verful.  The  Governor 
of  Vermont  called  for  volunteers.  Fourtec-n  thousan;!  Kritish 
pressed  upon  Plattsburgh  :  the  shock  was  like  electricity,  and  the 
language  of  the  brave  was,  I  will  go  The  act  loolonl  like 
temerity  in  the  eyes  of  the  over  prudent.  The  event  was  rbihious 
and  Juni^- in  awful  suspense  ;  but  our  lives  had  no  value  when 
our  country  was  in  danger. 

My  aged  brethren  and  sisters,  wdiom  I  loved  as  my  life,  then 
collected  to  h:'ar  a  sermon,  preparatory  to  the  sacrament,  from  my 
lips,  expressed  their  fears  thai  I  was  depriving  them  of  a  Pastor 
fjrever.  They  said,  Will  you  not  preach  with  us  this  once?  We 
expect  to  sec  you  no  more  i  Come,  go  witii  ns  into  the  house  wdiere 
the  church  are  collectt-d."  Fearing  what  tdi'oct  so  tender  a  meeting 
might  have  upon  my  mind,  I  basic  theru  a  tender  adieu,  CHibraced 
my  family  in  tears,  kissed  my  clinging  babes,  and  set  out  immedi- 
ately for  Plattsburgh.  The  conduct  of  my  men  on  that  hazardous 
expedition,  will  endear  them  to  me  while  my  heart  beats  for  my 
C'.juntry,  or  the  blood  rcmuins  Vjarm  in  my  veins. 
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Your  Excellencv  is  pleased  to  observe  '•that  I  obeyed  the  suiji-  ^ 
mons— repaired  to  the  tented  field,  and.  then  endured  the  vici^cd- 
tudes  of  the  cavnp.  spurning  the  proflered  iiidiilgences  whieh  were 
justly  due  to  the  sanetity  ut"  my  character." 

The  eanctity  of  my  sratio.i.  Sir,  I  would  Eodulonsly  preserve. — 
But,  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  sanctity  of  character  wdl  make  bou- 
dage  swl'vI,  dangers  unbecoming,  or  justify  idleness,  wiien  it  i?,  the 
dut}'  of  every  man  to  act.  Lavr  and  custom  rendered  n:e  exempt ; 
but  mv  f^on science  nnd  my  co-intry  forbade  such  an  appeal.  Hare 
indeed  had  hei  a-y  lot  t->  be  ehai.^ed  hy  custora  to  a  be<i  of  down, 
wdicn  Gen.  Strong  and  his  men  were  bro-ving  the  dangers  of  the 
field  of  honor.  How  could  my  heart  endure,  when  my  people  were 
in  danger,  and  ycr  could  not  find  me  dividing  tlieir  dangers  by  their 
side?  I  grew  up  with  the  principle,  Sir.  that  daiigers  lessen  by 
being  divided  —  that  States  are  strengthened  by  Union,  and  that 
regular  armies  and  tleets  are  invigorated  by  seeing  citizens  contend 
by  tlieir  side  for  the  honor:,  of  victory.  Hard  is  the  lot  of  the 
soldier,  when  they  who  should  be  his  frieiids.  wdioso  battles  be 
i];z:hts,  whose  prosperity  lie  defends,  are  idle  and  regardless  of 
bfs  i^ite. 

The  Steered  Volume  alluded  to  aboYe,  your  Excellency  is  pleased 
to  present  as  a  memorial  of  your  veneration  '-for  my  distinguished 
conduct  on  the  11th  of  September,  1811,''  Gratefully  I  receive 
it  as  such,  and  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Excellency  that  this  same 
Holy  Eojk  taught  me  to  mar^-h  fjr  Plattsburgh,  and  told  me  how 
to  behave  while  1  was  tiicre. 

You  are  pleased  to  re;p.iest  me  to  convey  to  my  brave  associates, 
the  assurance  of  your  high  e-iimation  of  their  patriotism  and  sig- 
nal service.  It  shall  be  d'jue  ;  and  your  Excolloncy  m^ay  be  as- 
sured, that  should  such  a  day  'he  11th  of  SerAomber,  1"^  14, ever 
return  while  vre  have  life,  the  -  m;io  men — nay,  more,  will  Appear  in 
the  field  as  volunteers  from  Fairfield. 

BEX  J  AMIX  WOOSTE  LI. 

Fairfield,  June  15.  1815. 

I  conclude  this  sketch  of  Mr.  Wooster,  with  the  followin<^  tribute 
from  the  sernr^n  I  have  already  r[uoted  :  —  Who  that  remend>ers 
the  stern  and  iron  structure  of  iiis  frame, — the  ardent  and  impet- 
uous temperament  of  his  mind — the  strength  with  which  h^'  graspad 
all  subjects  of  high  interest  —  the  firm,  resolution  witii  wiiidi  ho 
pursued  all  his  plans,  would  be  likely  to  seek  in  him  for  that  gLiitle 
spirit,  and  that  soft  persuasive  address  wliioh  belong  to  men  of  a 
r...v^     -  M'hr^  •^>i;^|-  has  o.loselv  surveyed  him  rlioMn.r  th«' 
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[  ^^^^o  P^^^^^  ^^^^  stood  before  tLe  eves  of  tlie  public — follo.w- 

'ed  him  in  big  arduous  and  ill-requited  labors,  as  an  ambassador  of 

Pi  God,  through  every  parish  in  this  region,  — felt  the  beatings  of  his 

I  warm  and  generous  heart — seen  him  melt  into  sympathy  with  the 

L  I  alliicted — ardent  in  the  support  of  every  cause  ivhich  had  justice  or 

^  I  mercy  to  recommend  it — liberal  of  his  pains,  of  his  property,  of  his 

^  I  heaUh  and  life  even,  when  the  safety  or  the  good  of  the  public 

I  required  his  aid— ~%vho  that  reraembers  these  things,  will  not  forget 

e  I  his  frailties  ?     Who  that  remembers  them,  is  not  constrained  to 

e  I  acknowledge  that  the  light  of  useful  and  rare  qualities  has  been 

I  quenched  iu  the  death  of  this  man  ? — Oh  !  there  was  in  his  soul  a 

I  I  fountain  of  good  intents  — ■  of  kind  and  generous  affections  —  of 

I  I  noble  and  disinterested  feelings,  the  like  of  which  we  may  look  far 

3  I   and  wide  to  find  ap-ain/^ 
i  f 

I 

I 

5  ■  ■  . 

\ 
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CHAPTER  XVir.  ^  I 

EELiaiOUS  HISTORY  CONTINUED — FORMATION  Ox  CONGHEGATIONaL  • 
SOCIETY— ITS  PKINCIPLES  OF  UNION — SETTLEMENT  OF  MR.  BUSn-  ■ 

NELL — HIS  MINISTRY  AND  CHARACTER.  % 

I 

The  town  adopted  the  following  vote,  Jan.  24th,  1803, — That 
wc  form  ourselves  into  a  Society  for  supporting  the  Gospel,  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  the  First  Congregational  Society  in 
Cornwall,  forty-nino  being  in  the  affirmatlYO,  and  twenty-six  against 
it."  It  does  not  appear'  that  the  Society  was  instituted  by  this 
action  though  its  formation  soon  followed  ;  and  from  that  time,  the 
town  ceased  to  act  in  the  calling  or  supporting  of  a  minister :  or  ; 
building  a  house  of  worship,  though  as  late  as  1S15,  we  learn  from  , 
the  records,  that  Choristers  were  chosen  by  the  town,  for  both  the 
Congregational  and  Baptist  Societies.  • 

The  Congregational  Society  was  organized  under  a  statute  of 
1T97,  with  the  usual  furmalities.    Joel  Linsly  was  appointed  Clerk. 
Jeremiah  Bingham,  David  Foot  and  Ethan  Andrus  were  appointed  ' 
a  Prudential  Committee^  to  prepare  the  necessary  articles  of  Asso-  > 
elation,  and  to  do  the  duty  of  Assessors ;  "VYm.  Slade,  Treasurer, 
and  Aaron  Belong,  Collector.    The  leading  features  of  the  compact  \ 
were,  that  airmeetings  should  be  warned  at  least  twelve  days  before  | 
their  occurrence  ;  that  the  annual  meetings  should  be  held  in  No-  | 
vember ;  that  the  expenses  of  supporting  the  Gospel  should  be 
assessed  and  collected  like  town  taxes  —  a  usage  which  still  contin- 
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lies — that  the  vote  of  a  majoritj  of  the  members  should  determine 
ibe  action  of  the  Societj  in  all  cases,  except  in  settling  and  dismiss- 
ing a  minister,  and  building  a  meeting  house,  in  ^vhich  cases,  a 
majority  of  two-thirds  should  be  requisite  :  and  that  any  member 
rcmovino:  from  town,  or  desiring;  to  withdraw  himself  from  the  So- 
ciety,  shall  have  liberty  to  do  so,  provided  he  first  give  notice 
thereof,  by  lodging  a  certificate  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Society  in  the 
month  of  December.- and  pa}'  all  arrears  of  t;  c.  -standing  against 
his  name.  With  some  unimportant  variations,  ine  conditions  of  the 
CO:,:; pact  remain  unchano-ed. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  records  nor  papers  are  known  to 
exist  relative  to  the  building  of  the  meet'og  house,  commenced  in 
1803.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  to  determine  whether  a  snbscrip- 
tion  was  K.  ised  ;  whether  the  Society  assumed  the  responsibility, 
remunerating  itself  by  the  sale  of  the  pews ;  or  ^vhether,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Society,  certain  public-spirited  men,  undertook 
the  vv'ork,  and  pushed  it  forward  to  completion,  trusting  to  a  sale 
of  the  property  to  save  themselves  from  loss.  That  this  was  the 
mode  of  proceeding,  we  are  perhaps  warranted  in  inferring  from 
the  fuliowing  article  in  the  Socieiy's  records,  in  connection  with  a 
warning  for  the  annual  meedng,  Xov.  7.  1881  : 

The  J?r-^prietors  of  the  meeting  house  are  hereby  "notified  to 
meet  on  the  same  day  as  above,  to  see  if  tjicy  will  take  a  ay  meas- 
ures to  compensate  Jerejiiiali  Binii-haui.  ^'  ho  was  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee  thai  built  the  mooring  house,  for  iifiy  dollars,  whicli  he  paid 
towards  its  buildin'^.  and  for  which  he  bus  as  vet  received  no  com- 
pensation." 

The  Society  assumed  tlie  entire  re3pon--3ibility  of  calling  and  pro- 
viding for  the  support  of  Mr.  Eushneli.  the  Church  h^adng  pre- 
viously acted  harmoniously  in  inviting  his  settlement  among  them. 
The  remark  will  be  appropriate  here,  liiat,  from  the  beginning  it 
has  been  the  usage  in  X^ornwali.  for  tlie  Cliurch  to  take  initiatory 
action  iu  callmg:  a  minister,  th'.ir  doings  having  been  referred,  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Toluiau  and  of  Mr.  W'oostcr  t-;  the  town,  and  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Biishneli  and  his  successors  to  the  Society  for  appro- 
bation and  co-operation. 

The  Society  offered  Mr.  Bushnell  s210  us  a  scttlemcnt,according 
20 
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to  the  fashion  of  the  times,  and  as  a  salary  $300  annually,  ^^ilh 
thirty  cords  of  Tvood  delivered  at  his  door  -~  the  $300  to  be  paid, 
one-half  in  money  and  one-half  in  -wheat.  Shortly  after  his  sei- 
tlement  the  v>'ood  was  commuted  for  thirty  dollais  in  money  ;  as': 
thereafter  until  1810,  the  salary  was  eaile^  three  hun-dred  and 
thirty  dollars  to  be  paid  as  above.  From  thai  date  it  ^vas  four  hun- 
dred dollars  including  the  wofxl. 

Having  boon  previously  ordained  as  an  evangelist,  Mr,  Busli- 
neli  Tfas  installed  Pastor  of  the-  Church  in  Corn-^'all'.  The-  Coun- 
cil convened  for  his  ii^stallation,  IMay  2->,  1803,  ivas  composed  ef 
Eer.  Messrs.  Craves.  Haynea,  Chapin.  Kent;  and  Balh  and  thciir 
delegates. 

Soon  after  his  settlement  Mr.  Bushnell  married  Elizabeth  Sioixh-, 
daughter  of  Ezra  Smith  of  Riclimond,  afterward  of  Burlington-, 
and  purchased  that  part  of  the-  original  ministerial  lot — about  one 
hundred  acres  with  the  house  —  which  Mr.  Tolman  had  occupied 
during  his  residence  in  Cornwall-.  This-  farm  Mr.  Bushnell  man- 
aged skilfully  and  pro  Stably,  though  he  performed,  personally,  but 
lictle  manual  labor ;  and  in  this  house  he  lived  until  about  ISlC, 
Tvh-en  he-  built  the  coiurrKxlious  dvreHing  ii>  which  he  died. 

The  ministry  of  Mr.  Bushnell  in  Cornvrall  commenced  whe^i 
most  £>f  the-  early  settlers-  had  not  passed  the  period  of  middle  age. 
By  thorn  he  v^as  promptly  and  cordially  sustained  in  his-  endeavors 
to  maintain  discipline,  and  to  enforce  the  rules  of  Christian  morality. 
His  ministry  continued  until  most  oi  these  men  livA  finished  their 
work  and  gone  to  their  reward.  Offences  came,  as  they  will  always 
corne  so  long  as-  the  Church  is  imperfect,  but  they  were  marked, 
admonished  and  visited  by  summary  disciplme,  eitlier  reforming  the 
offender,  or  excluding  him  from  fellowship.  The  results  were 
obvious  in  the  vitality  and  energy  of  the  Church.  Its  growth  was 
'steady  and  vigorous :  it  was  favored  with  frequently  recurring 
seasons  of  revival,  and  itSr  influence  was  felt,  as  the  infiuence  of 
a  consistent  and  active  church  otdy,  cari  be  fiib,  in  the  surrounding 
community. 

The  Pastorate  of  Mr.  Bushnell  continued  one-third  of  a  century, 
bis  dismission  having  taken  place  Llay  2.S,  1820,  just  thirty-three 
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years  from  the  date  of  his  instalhition.  The  iraiiiediate  cause  of 
J  liis  dismission  vras  some  disaiiection  on  the  part -of  a  portion  of  bis 
I  people,  growing  out  of  his  disapproval  of  the  mode  of  conducting 
I  revivals  of  religion  by  the  agency  of  evangelists,  especially  of  Rev. 
f  Mr.  Barchard,  which,  at  that  period,  was  ranch  in  vogue  through- 
f  out  this  rep-ion.  Mr.  Bushnell  remarked  to  the  ^vriter  of  this  nar- 
rative,  that  he  attended  through  eighteen  successive  days,  one  of 
I  the  protracted!  meetiugs  held  in  an  atljaccnt  town,  earnestly  en- 
I  deavoring  to  gain  light  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  such  modes  of 
I  conducting  religious  services,  and  in  regard  to  his  own  duty  as  a 
pastor,  to  give  or  ^^'ithheld  hii  approbation.  He  was  constrained  to 
disapprove,  and  this  conviction  which  led  him  to  discourage  such  a 
service  among  his  own  people,  eventually  led  to  his  separation  from 
a  pastoral  charge  which  be  had  so  long  and  so  faithfully  sustained. 
He  did  2ot  ask  a -dismission,  but  left  all  to  his  people.  His  own 
language  in  reference  to  his  dismission  was,  I  had  nothing  to  do 
in  bringing  it  about.  When  my  people  got  ready,  they  put  me  in 
tJie  boat  and  rowed  me  ashore :  and  when  safely  landed,  I  was 
verily  happier  than  I  had  been  during  the  ten  preceding  years." — 
Ey  this  remark  he  evidently  meant  that  he  was  relieved  of  weighty 
responsibility,  while  he  had  the  most  gratifying  evidence  that  he 
still  retained  the  undiminislied  respect  and  affection  of  those,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  for  whom  he  had  laht^red.  This  evi*lenc-e  was 
apparent  in  the  fact  that  iVoui  tlie  time  of  his  disuji^sion.  he  was 
invited  by  both  churcl^  and  society,  to  supply  the  pulpit  as  before, 
which  he  continued  to  do.  until  the  settleni'^iit  of  his  successor.  It 
is,  perhaps,  but  justice  to  the  m.eruory  of  Mr.  Bushnell  to  remark 
that  his  wisdom,  and  the  correchie'ss  of  his  decision,  have  l>een  ap- 
proved in  the  action,  if  not  in  the  hinguage  of  the  ministry  and 
churches  of  this  region,  since  from  tliat  time  none  have  wished  to 
repeat  the  measures,  and  most  admit  them  to  bo  of  doubtful  expe- 
diency. 

After  his  dismission,  the  labors  of  Mr.  Bushnell,  were  sought  by 
such  churches  of  the  vicinity,  as  were  destitute  of  pastors,  his 
labors  having  long  been  held  in  high  appreeiation.  He  supplied  tlie 
church  in  New  Haven  many  Uionlhs,  during  which  time,  occurred 
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an  interesting  revival.    He  also  laboi-ed  for  a  considerable  periof:)  h  i 
Bristol,  and  subsequently  supplied  the  church  in  "Weybridge,    Hi^  ^ 
ministeria.!  labors  in  the  aggregate,  after  his  dismitision  from  Corn-  i 
wall,  amounted  to  seven  years,  during  which  period  he  did  not  lack  : 
emplo}  ment  more  than  two  or  three  Sabbaths,     Tv  hile  yet  able  to  \ 
pi'each,  he  once  remarked,  in  view  of  some  premonitory  synrptonii  " 
of  bronchial  disease,     No  wonder  my  throat  is  failing.    If  it  had  , 
been  made  of  hardened  steel  instead  of  ilesli  and  blood,  it  would  • 
have  been  worn  out  long  ago."     Ho  became  gradually  enfeebled, 
and  for  the  last  two  yeors  of  his  life  was  unable  to  speak  at  all  in 
public.     He  died  August  25,  18-16,  ut  the  age  of  seventy-six,  of 
consumption,  by  which  disease,  five  of  his  eight  chihlren, — four 
daughters  and  one  son, — all  of  w^hom  had  been  spared  to  maturity, 
were  carried  to  their  graves  before  hira  :  and  by  which,  also,  the  life 
of  Mrs.  Bushnell  was  terminated  on  the  26th  of  March  following 
his  own  decease.     One  of  their  children  died  in  infuiicy,  leaving 
but  two  who  survived  them — Jedediah  S.  Bushnell,  Esrp,  of  Mid- 
dlebury,  and  Abigail,  wife  of  Rev.  Hiram  Bingham,  of  ^Yindham, 
Ohio,  late  professor  of  Natural  Sciences,  in  Marietta  College. 

In  the  Spring  befjrc  Mr.  Buslaieirs  doccase.  the  Congregational 
Society  resolved  to  remodel  their  house  of  worship.  The  plan 
finally  adopted  after  much  consideration,  involved  an  entire  change 
both  in  the  exterior  and  interior  of  the  structure.  To  Mr.  Bush- 
nell, this  project  occasioned  much  grief  The  commencement  of  his 
ministry  in  Cornwall,  vras  intimately  connected  with  tlie  building  of 
the  old  house,  the  servics  of  his  installation  havin,^:  been  attended 
upon  a  temporary  covering  of  it^s  floor  timbers.  With  lively  inter- 
est he  had  watched  its  progress,  till  he  saw  it  completed  in  the  most 
finished  and  beautiful  style  of  that  period.  There,  year  after  year, 
he  had  proclaimed  vr'.h  fearlessness  and  with  tenderness  the  utter- 
ances of  revealed  truth.  There, 

"  By  hiin  the  \  i  il  it.'d  law  «p<ike  out  ' 
Its  t!iu;)il'^r,>,  a!i.l  hy  liiin.  in  straii; <  iA^eet 
A,-  HTTjirl.,  H-e,  tfifj  <}o>j,el  ^v!l(.-p^•  re. I  peace." 

There,  he  had  witnessed  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  sealing  instruction, 
can-ying  conviction  to  the  inioenitent,  bowing  the  stubborn  in  sub- 
mission, and  attuning  iheir  hearts  to  tlie  songs  of  thanksgiving 
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3 1  and  praise.  Every  portion  of  the  edi See  bad  become,  from  these 
j|  associations,  sacred  in  his  eyes.  Not  only  the  pulpit,  but  the' 
i.|  gallery,  the  seats,  the  columns,  the  arches,  the  ornaments,  all 
.||  were  regarded  by  him  ^ith  the  same  hallowed  emotions.  The 
bl  sacrifice  of  all  these  things  to  the  spirit  of  modern  iiinovation, 
si  seemed  to  him  not  only  a  reckless  waste  of  money,  of  which  he 
i  5  was  a  most  prudent  and  discreet  guardian — it  seemed  scarcely  less 
I  I  than  sacrilege. 

,  1      During  the  progress  of  the  work,  he  was  unable  to  attend  public 
I  [  worship  on  the  Sabbath,  an'l  he  witnessed  it  only  as  he  occasionally 
f  I  passed,  when  riding  for  his  health.     As  the  work  drew  near  its 
I  j.  completion,  and  he  had  opportunity  to  view  the  finish  of  its  exterior, 
]  I  and  to  learn  the  arran2:emcntof  its  interior,  his  feelinp-s  were  sooth- 
J  I  ed,  and  he  remarked:     I  was  opposed  to  the  changes  in  the  meet- 
;  ,  ing  house,  and  thought  I  never  should  be  reconciled,  bat  I  am  un- 
;  I  expectedly  pleased  with  its  appearance,  and  when  the  pews  are  sold, 
'  }  I  vrish  one  conveniently  located  to  be  purchased  for  my  family .  I 
:   shall  probably  never  occupy  it  in  person,   for  it  would  not  be  sur- 
{      prising  if  I  do  not  live  two  weeks,  but  T  hope  Mrs.  Bushnell  may 
'   ;   need  it ;  and  it  is  pleasant  to  me  to  think  that  my  grand-son,  after 
'   '   I  am  in  my  grave,  may  occupy  the  head  of  that  pew  as  a  member 
:  f   of  the  congregation,"      Mr.  Bushnell  judged  rightly  about  the 
continuance  of  his  life.     He  died  in  two  weeks  from  this  conversa- 
tion, and  as  the  meeting  house  was  not  in  condition  to  be  -used,  his 
funeral  was  attended  un  the  Lecture  Kojm,  where  the  Sabbath 
services  were  temporarily  held.     An  impressive  and  appropriate 
sermon  was  preached  by  llev.  S.  W.  .Magill,  the  poster  of  the 
church. 

Rev.  Jedediah  Busihtell  was  born  in  Saybrook,  Connecticut, 
I  November  26th,  1T69.  His  ilither  died  when  he  was  six  years  old, 
f  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  tanner  and  shoe- 
maker, whose  practice  of  sprinkling  water  upon  his  leather  to  make 
it  weigh  well,  often  awakened  the  decided  th.aigh  sur^prossed  disap- 
probation of  his  more  scrupulous  ward.  Having  fulfilled  his  agree- 
ment with  his  employer,  he  established  himself  in  business,  with  a 
verv  scanty  outfit,  both  of  tools  and  stock.    He  industriously  pur- 
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sued  his  calling  about  tvfo  years,  when  his  attentioR  was  called 
to  his  spiritaal  condition  by  an  incident  sufficiently  interesting  b 
warrant  its  relation.  "  Vniilc  Mr.  Bashneil  "vvas  engaged  in  hi-^: 
bark  mill,  a  iravoler  called  to  inquire  the  "vvay.  Having  obtained 
the  desired  iiubrmation,  the  sti'anger  lingered,  as  he  was  turning 
away,  to  inquire  whether  his  informant  was  in  the  icay  of  life, — 
Impressed  with  the  hcdief  thai  he  was  unconverted,  he  addressed  to 
\i\\cx  a  ievr  words  in  a  m  uiner  v^dilch  indicated  tender  solicitude  for 
bis  salvation,  adding  the  stanza  from  Watts  : 

"  Sinners  awake  lictiines;  ye  fools  1)e  v/ise, 
A".  'ik  •  bvfr^r'-  tii«;  dreadful  morning  ris;e, 
Ch.-Hip-  your  vain  lh''>ughts.  your  crooked  ■sfays  amend, 
Hy  tu  the  Savior,  make  tiic  Judge  your  frienci" 

The  admonition  was  effectual,  and  resulted  in  -Mr.  Eushnell's 
conversion.  lie  was  liow  anxious  to  ocquire  an  education  for  the 
ministry,  that  he  might*  be  useful  to  others,  and  he  commenced  a 
course  of  classical  study  —  entered  Williams  College  in  1793,  and 
graduated  in  1797,  meeting  the  expenses  of  his  College  course  by 
his  earnings  in  teaching,  added  to  the  carefully  treasured  avails  of 
his  industry  and  economy  while  pursuing  his  trade.  He  pursued 
theological  study  with  Kev.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Shcftield,  Mass.,  and 
early  became  known  as  a  revival  preacher.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  his  ministry  till  ho  began  his  labors  in  Cornwall — a  period 
of  about  iive  yours  —  he  was  raO-^tly  employed  by  the  Connecticut 
Missionary  Society  to  labor  ;n  the  -'new  settlements"  of  JTew  York 
and  Western  Vermont.  As  a  laborer  in  the  last  named  field,  he 
became  aci|uaintetl  in  Cornwall. 

It  has  never  been  claimed  by  the  most  ardent  admirers  of  Fa- 
ther BushnelV  (for  by  tliis  appellation  he  was  long  known  by  his 
brethren.)  that  his  int-dlectual  powers^  were  remarkable  f^r  their 
brilliancy.  He  had  ratlier  a  combination  of  endowments  which 
prepare  their  possessor  fur  distinguished  usefulness^-  in  any  sphere 
of  action. 

He  possessed  tlte  power  of  sdf-amtroL  He  rarely  manifested 
any  other  excitement  of  feeling  than  that  which  indicated  tender 
solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-beings.  The  allurements 
which  intice  many  into  indiscretions  and  into  unprofitable,  if  not 
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dangerous  avoCvitions,  had  little  influence  over  hirn.  He  steadily 
directed  his  energies  to  doing  good.  His  decisions,  too,  were  apt  to 
be  impartial,  A  rule  which  lie  early  adopted,  and  to  which  lie  in- 
jlexibly  adhered,  vras  never  to-  give  an  opinion  in  a  diijputed  case  till 
he  had  heard  both  sides.  This  rendered  him  preeniinently  a  peace- 
maker ;  his  opinions  helping  to  allay  strife  instead  of  proinoting  it. 

He  was  endoAved  with  unusual  insight  into  human  character,  hav- 
ing lc?arne<l  huroai}  nature  from  communion  vpith  himself  and  his 
Bible.  Few  men  are  so  deeply  versed  in  this  science.  Hence  he 
was  pecul^'arly  skillful  in  the  adaptation  of  means  to  ends,  and 
rarely  failed  in  carrying  any  meusure  which  he  deemed  necessary 
for  the  good  of  his  people.  This,  too,  often  rendered  his  admoni- 
tions and  reproofs  peculiarly  pungent  and  powerful,  while  it  fore- 
stalled angry  feeling  and  disarmed  opposition.  T'vo  or  three  ex- 
amples may  perhaps  be  appositely  related. 

While  once  engaged  in  making  pastoral  visits,  he  intended  to  call 
on  one  of  his  deacons  whom  he  highly  esteemed,  but  as  he  drew 
near  the  house,  he  saw  the  deacon  engaged  with  a  pair  of  refrac- 
tory oxen,  by  whose  stubbornness  he  was  so  far  provoked  as  to  ex- 
hibit unbecoming  frritation.  Mr,  Bnshnell  rode  up  to  the  fencCjand 
accosting  him  mildly,  said  :     '*  I  v>*as  going  to  call  to-day,  but  I 

see  Dea.    is  not  at  home,  and  I  will  pass  along,  and  call 

another  time.'^ 

While  conversing  on  one  occasion  with  a  neighbor,  a  man  not 
remarkable  for  his  veracity  or  honesty  approached  them  and  began 
to  assure  Mr.  Bushnell  that  if  he  would  employ  him  to  do  a  certiiin 
job  of  repairs,  alluded  to,  he  would  not  only  supply  the  defects  of 
former  workmen,  but  put  the  thing  permanently  beyond  the  need 

of  repairs.  Mr.  Bushnell  simply  replied  :      ^""either  neighbor  

nor  I  are  any  too  honest,  and  I  do  not  certainly  know,  Mr.  A  , 

as  you  arc." 

A  young  man  who  had  just  completed  his  course  of  theological 
study,  Vf'ith  much  promise  of  u^l- fulness,  once  called  on  Mr.  Bush- 
nell to  consult  him  about  a  fi  jld  of  labor.  He  was  kindly  received 
and  assured  that  there  was  plenty  of  work  to  do  in  every  direction — 
Mr.  B.  at  the  same  time  naming  several  destitute  places  which  were 
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not  particularly  attractive.     Tlie  young  man  having  listened  witii  ' 
some  uneasiness,  intimated  that  after  having  expended  so  mnch 
time  and  labor  in  fitting  himself  (or  usefalness,  it  might  be  allow- 
able for  him  to  seek  a  more  eligible  location. 

"  A  more  eliglUe  location  repeated  Father  Bushnell.  ^'  Co 
to  Ripton  "  —  a  tov/n  on  the  rnonntaiii,  sparsely  settled,  which,  a;  .- 
^  that  time  had  not  enjoyed  niuch  spiritual  culture, — ''Go  to  Pviptoii  ' 
and  ^hro^Y  yourself  into  the  work.  Break  up  the  fallow  ground. 
Pray  for  the  Spirit  r  i  knovf  tvfo  or  three  vrho  will  pray  with  you. 
Kindle  a  fire  that  shall  shine  over  Lake  Champlain  and  illuminate 
the  hiils  beyond.  The  people  from  all  the  towns  will  inquire  what 
does  this  light  rnnan  ?    Who  kindled  it  ?    And  the  answer  will  be, 

James  ,  a  zealous  }^ouDg  minister,  went  up  to  Ripton,  and 

earnestly  engaged  in  the  work  of  doing  good,  and  by  the  blessing 
of  God  upon  his  hibors.  this  is  the  result.  ■  And  the  people  of  Alid- 
dlebury  and  Biirlington  and  Keeseville,  ?nd  other  towns,  will  say 
that  it  is  just  vrhat  we  want  here.  And  if  rmj  of  them  happen  to  be 
without  a  minister,  they  will  say,  let  us  bestir  ourselves,  and  make 
out  a  call  before  %ve  lose  him.  Seeing  this  light  in  Ripton,  there 
will  be  plentj-  wh  -;  will  desire  your  services.  Seriously,  James,  if 
you  want  an  eligible  position,  I  advise  you  to  go  to  Ripton." 

A  young  man  who  had  fallen  into  a  state  of  spiritual  darkness 
and  despondency,  once  called  on  Father  R.  for  counsel.  After 
sufficient  convers.iii-.>Li  to  ascertain  the  young  man"s  feelings^  the 

counsel  given  vfas,     Go  through  streets  and  visit  every 

family  and  converse  with  all  \'ou  niGet  respecting  the  salvation  oi 
their  souls,  and  in  three  or  four  days,  call  ou  ine  again."  The 
young  man  did  as  directed,  and  vrhen  he  called  on  Father  B.  the 
second  time,  his  despondency  had  given  place  to  li^ht  and  joy." 

it  was  the  practice  of  Mr.  Euslmell  in  the  early  part  of  his  min- 
istry in  Cornwall,  v.-henevcr  lie  had  help  on  the  Sabbath,  to  go  and 

preach  to  some  destitute  parish  in  the  vicinity.    In  ,  vdicre  he 

not  unfrequcntly  ^^vent,  there  was  a  man  who,  for  some  years  was  a 
member  of  the*Congregational  Church,  and  was  accustomed  to  en- 
tertain Mr.  Bushnell,  whenever  he  supplied  their  pulpit.  At  length 
this  r^ian  became  a  univeisalist,  and  v^'as  exceedingly  zealous  in 
improving  every  opportunity,  pi'ivate  and  public,  to  urge  his  senti- 
ments on  the  attention  of  others.  !^ir.  Bushnell,  who  had  ceased 
to  be  Lis  guest  after  the  chauge  in  his  views,  according  to  his  prac- 
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ticCj  one  Sabbath  supplied  tlie  pulpit.     This,  tbo  universalist 
1 1  thought  -SYOuld  be  a  favorable  opportunity  io  hold  a  public  discussion 
;  I  -svith  the  preacher.     So  at  the  close  of  the  morning  servicej  he 
jjl  placed  himself  in  tlie  porch,  through  which  those  in  the  house  wexo 
1 1  obliged  to  p3.s3,  an.d  accosted  Mr.  Bushnell  as  he  came  tilong  in 
a  I  tlie  crowd.     In      moment  every  eye  was  fixed,  and  every  eiir 
^"  J  atterii.     Mr.  Bushnell         at  a  glance  his  opportunity,  and  the 
^  I  f^llo^ving  conversation  ensued  :  Said  the  universalisi,     I  used  to 
.t  i  think  just  as  you  have  preached  this  laorning,  but  I  have  ff}und  out 
>;  I  an  easier  way  to  Heaven.'^      I  believe  oil  men  Vfill  be  saved." 
^1  '*  Ah     sa'd  Mr.  B..  ''do  you  pray  in  your  family  any  more  regu- 
^  I  larly  or  fervently  than  3^ou  used  to?''        No,  I  don't  belicv^  in 
y  I  the  necessity  of  family  prayer,"'     Do  you  read  your  Bible  any 
le  I  more  than  you  used  to  Ko."       I)o  you  pray  in  seci^t,  any 

■®  ^  more  than  you  used  to  No.*'       I  do  i.^t  see  as  you  have  be- 

cooie  any  better  man  by  the  change,"  said  ^vlr.  Bushnell,  an:]  pass- 
J  ed  out  of  the  porch,  leaving  his  would-be  opponent  and  his  hearers, 
;g  I  to  their  own  reflections. 

y-^        He  rarely  eiigaijed  in  controversy.  In  the  pulpit  he  chose  rather 
le  I      present  the  simple  truths  of  the  Bible,  always  gi.v*ng  especial 
y  I  prominence  to  the  sovereignty  of  God,  and  the  de^)ravity  and  de- 
j£  i  pendence  of  man,  believing  with  John  Newton,  that  if  ho  could  fill 
,g  j  the  minds  of  bis  people  %Tith  trurh,  error  would  of  course  be  exclu- 
\  ded.    A  few  days  before  Lis  decease,  he  said  to  the  writer  of  this 
j  sketch,  -'I  have  been  takirig  a  careful  review  of  my  ministry, and  I 
^_  I  have  concluded  that  if  I  were  to  live  m/  lifj  over  again,  tbou':h  I 
f  would  try  to  preach  better.  I  should  preach  the  same  truths  I  Lave 
preached,  and  in  the  same  mannei' :  for  I  have  never  known  souls 
converted  by  controversy,  or  philosophical  speculations."  Though 
possessing  few  of  the  graces  of  oratory,  his  preeclrh'v-  was  charac- 
terized by  a  directness,  tenderness  and  earnestness,  which  always 
rendered  it  impressive.      Few  preachers  have  been  more  cptly 
described  in  the  lines  of  Cowper. 

I'   "  simple,  ^avc,  .«inr.  re,  ^ 

i  In  doctrine  uncorrupt :  in  languri;.;'.-  pl.iin, 

I  And  plain  in  niannor;  docont,  fjolemn,  chnstp, 

I  Au  l  ii:<t!unl  in.  gffcturp  ;  mii'.h  iuiprO'<*»*»d 
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Himself,  as  conscious  of  his  awful  charge,  r 
And  anxious  mainly  that  the  flock  he  teaiis  •  ^ 

May  feel  it  too;  atTectioi^ate  in  look, 
r  And  tender  \xi  addrcs.  as  well  becomes  J 

A  mes&enger  of  grace  to  guilty  men." 

The  piety  of  Mr.  EnsbDell  vras  consistent.  regard  to  inter  ■ 
est  could  induce  him  to  s-werve  from  principle.  An  instance  i;. ' 
point  is  relateti  as-  follows  :  He  'vvas  accustomed  to  regard  Sator- 
day  eyeniiig  as  a  part  of  the  Sabbath,  and  consequently  to  be  bal-  \ 
lowed  like  the  rest  of  the  day.  It  once  happened  that  late  oc 
Saturday  afcernoon^  a  man  called  to  purchase  a  horse  which  Mr, 
Bushnell  wished  to  sell  The  horse  was  produced  and  the  price 
named;  the  only  price.  Tlie  man  hesitated,  hoping  by  bantering 
to  obtain  it  for  a  less  sum.  While  he  was  thus  delaying,  the  sui* 
^-ent  down,  and  Mr.  BushnelFs  Sabbath  hail  commenced.  ^'I  will 
pay  your  price  and  take  the  horse,"  said  the  man.  ^-  Not  till 
Monday  morning/'  was  the  reply.  "My  Sabbath  has  beg^n  and. 
I  can  do  no  more  secular  business  till  Monday."  Impressed  will' 
the  inflexible  principle  of  Mr.  B.,  the  man  returned  on  Monday  and 
took  the  animal.  He  never  gave  occasion  to  any  to  reproach  relig- 
ion. On  the  cc^ritrary  his  people  always  felt  that  he  was  sincere, 
that  the  service  of  God  was  the  business  of  his  life.  In  respect  to 
his  ordinary  dealings,  his  people  sometimes  said,  Mr.  Bushnell  is 
very  pre<:ise."  "  But  no  man  chftrged  him  with  dishonesty.  In 
this  particular  he  was  above  suspicion.  His  precept,  therefore,  was 
always  enfc-rce^d  by  the  eloquence  of  his  example. 

He  was  accustomed  to  conduct  his  meetings  hv  conference  and 
prayer  with  less  of  formality  than  most  pastors  of  his  time.  He 
was  accustomed  to  encourage  young  converts,  even  those  very  young 
in  years  J  to  express  their  feelings  freely  in  meetings  for  social  con- 
ference— so  much  so  as  sometimes  to  elicit  cautions  from  his  breth- 
ren in  the  ministry,  who  thought  it  safer  that  such  persons  should 
in  silence  listen  to  the  counsels  of  age  and  experience.  He  was. 
hovtX'ver.  a  lover  of  perfect  order  and  propriety.  He  loved  to  hear 
the  female  voice  in  praise,  and  to  have  it  often,  heard  in  supplication 
in  the  female  circle.  But  he  never  encouraged  females  to  exhort, 
or  to  lead  in  audible  prayer  in  the  promiscuous  assembly.    To  a 
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female  of  his  charge  who  once  remonstrated  with  him  for  not  en- 
"couraging  the  sisters  freely  to  take  part  in  promiscuous  meetings,he 
replied  :  There  are  some  females^  by  vfhose  remarks  and  prayers 
I  doubt  not  I  rnight  be  edified,  but  the  trouble  is  that  such  cannot 
be  induced  to  speak  at  all." 

It  was  not  his  practice  first  to  say  to  the  convicted  sinner  :  ^-Go, 
pray  for  forgiveness."  but  like  Christ  to  say,  repent  and  believe. 
He  taught  not  that  regeneration  consists  in  resolving  to  lead  a  new- 
life,  but  in  becoming  new  creatures  in  Christ,  through  the  Holy 
Spirit.  He  taught  not  that  asking  the  prayers  of  Christians  is  a 
step  towards  Hea^'en.  He  tiught  rather  that  no  duty  is  acceptably 
done,  that  no  prayer  is  acceptably  oiTtiredj  unless  proceeding  from  a 
penitent  heart 

The  whole  ministry  of  Fother  Bushneli  was  unobtrusive  and 
noiseless.  He  sought  not  the  honor  which  cometh  from  man.  He 
sought  rather  the  seal  of  divine  app^'obation  up>on  his  labors,  as 
manifest  in  the  conversion  of  his  hearers,  and  in  their  preparation 
for  -usefulness. .  For  the  latter  purpose  he  encouraged  such  youth 
of  his  charge  as  he  believed  to  possess  piety  and  capacity  for  use- 
fulness in  the  ministry,  to  peek  an  education  fur  that  profession.  To 
make  their  path  as  easy  as  possible,  he  became  himself  their  teach- 
er while  they  were  preparing  for  College.  Though  ever  ready  to 
bear  his  part  with  his  brethren  in  measures  for  the  adrLUicement  of 
Zion,  he  preferred  to  labor  within  the  limits  of  his  own  pastoral 
eharge.  He  once  remarked,  **  I  love  best  to  preach  to  my  ov,-n 
people,  and  so  exclusively  have  my  sermons  been  preparc-d  with 
reference  to  their  wants,  ihat  I  often  £nd  it  difficult  to  select  one 
adapted  to  another  pulpit  when  I  exchAnge."''  The  results  of  a 
■ministry  thus  devoted  to  his  special  charge,  were  of  the  happiest 
kind.  The  Spirit  often  descended  as  shov>  ers  upon  the  mown  grass- 
Revivals  silent  but  powerful  in  their  inllaence  were  frei|Uent-- 
numbcring  fourteen  during  his  ministry.  ]\rany  w^ere  brought  to 
espouse  the  cause  of  Christ,  with  a  steady  and  unwavering 
attachment. 

Unlike  many  aged  ex-ministers,  Father  Bushneli  was  the  firm 
€Lnd  sympathizing  friend  of  his  successors  in  the  pulpit  lie  had  so 
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long  filledj  ahraja  defending  them  against  any  aspersions  cast  upon 
tliem  by  their  people,  and  cohering  as  for  as  possible,  with  tlie 
mantle  o<.  charity,  theii^  trivial  errors  or  defects.  In  tbi:i  he  "wa.-? 
consii:ce:i';  irom  the  hour  of  his  dismission  to  that  of  \\h  decease. 

The  viev,-3  of  ^^r.  Buahnell  as  to  the  mo3t  desirable  attributes  of 
Ministerial  character,  may  he  Icirned  from  the  ouLlino  of  iiis 
Farewell  Sermon,'"  preached  at  the  time  of  his  dismission  —  the 
only  one  of  his  ;  c::a  .ri  v  ov-r  ublished. 

Having  seiected  as  a  text  Xarn.  27  :  10, — Lei  the  Lf/rd^  iJie. 
God  of  tlici  spirits  of  all  fleshy  set  a  man  over  tJie  c<jii in  n^jji- 
tioii  he  proceeds  to  describe  the  man  "svhom  he  ^vould  de.-Ji  o  to 
have  set  over  them  as  a  Pastor.  He  should  be  a  man  of  (tjtjn  ored 
and  eminent  J) iety — a  man  of  discreet  prudence — a  man  of  educa- 
tion— a  man  of  shivple  verify — a  man  of  .ylu.dioiis  Itnbits — a  man 
well  versed  in  systeinati''  theology — :t  uan  who  nral:os  the  seincti- 
fication  of  the  Church  and  the  cniversifrn  of  sinn.ers  the  great 
object  of  his  life  —  -hould  bo  a  zealous  preaidier  —  ;;bou]d  /lot  be 
greedy  of  tJie  v.  udd. — should  not  he  fund  of  del^ate — -diould  be  no 
boaster — should  never  riAicnle — should  be  a  nian  of  nvndi  j)rayer 
a  man  ready  to  confess  his  'inlstah.es  and  faults — should  not  be 
abrvpt  and  .  rjiicrft  in  his  manners — should  be  a  proiuoter  of 
revivals  of  rtUrrion  and  a  supporter  of  all  the  benevolent  institu- 
tions of  the  day,  v.  hich.  ita  his  judgment  are  so  managed,  as  to 
advance  the  common  interests  of  mankind. 

It  miay  not  be  amiss  to  cite  Mr.  Bushn ell's  views  of  the  treat- 
ment his  people  should  render  to  such  a  minister. 

Receive  him  as  one  placed  over  you  in  the  Lord — hn  af  ction- 
ate  to  him  —  respect  liiii;  x"or  his  oftce  sake — be  careful  of  your 
minister  s  character — do  not  make  him  an  offender  for  a  uord^  o? 
for  small  mistakes — let  your  deportment  toward  him  be  always  i 
shnple  verity — never  repeat  his  faiUn  f^s,  if  you  discover  any^  to 
your  families — do  not  devour  too  much  of  Jus  time  in  your  inter- 
course with  him — do  not  demand  rnoro  visiting  of  your  pastor  than 
four  able  ministers  are ^ible  to  perform,  and  attend  to  their  other 
ministerial  duties — he  careful  to  satisfy  your  pastof  s  temporal 
necessities — lay  before  him  your  cases  of  conscience — pray  ^n.nch 
for  him — if  he  sins,  prf)ceed  re^\d/irly  u'^fiinst  hdni  as  the  (Jos- 
pel  directs^  and  let  him  be  he^^rd  and  tried  at  a  regular  tribunal. 
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I  ^  Having  uttered  these  solemn  and  appropriate  counsels — bis  last 
\l  counsoh  as  a  Pastor — he  proceeds  : 

r  '-It  now  remains. for  mo  to  take  nij  leave  of  jou,  as  your  Pastor^ 
I'  Y^'hich,  all  things  considered,  I  readily  do.  I  commeDCcd  preaching 
]^  tlie  Gospel  thirty-eight  years  ago  last  Febru;i,ry.  The  first  five 
\i  years  of  my  ministry,  except  a  few  -^v^^eks,  I  labored  in  the  new 
I]:  settlements  of  our  country,  most  of  the  time  an  itinerant  mission- 
h  ary  in  behidf  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Conneciicut.  I  have 
-li'  id  ways  considered  that  as  the  mosr  happy  and  useful  period  of  my 
1^  whole  life.  I  have  been  the  Pastor  of  this  cliurch  and  people, 
|f  thirty-three  years,  on  the  day  of  my  dismission.  I  have  generally 
||,  b-oen  happy  ^vith  my  people.  I  lejoice  that  I  have  been  located 
I  ■  here  in  providence,  and  am  well  satisfied  with  my  dismission  at  the 
i  present  time.  I  think  the  time  has  fully  come  for  that  event.  I 
i  '  thank  you  for  all  the  respect  which  you  have  shown  me,  through  sf 
I  long  ministry,  and  for  all  the  assistance  you  have  afforded  to  my 
I  person  and  family,  and  to  the  cause  placed  under  my  labors.  We 
1%  all  have  had  our  faults.     I  have  had  many.      I  thank  you  for  the 

I courtesy  with  which  you  have  overlooked  my  mistakes  through 
many  years.  It  is  true,  and  not  too  much  to  be  said  at  this  time, 
that  you  have  been  inclined  to  bury  my  faults,  rather  than  hold 
them  up  to  public  view.  This  has  been  to  your  credit,  and  for  my 
comfort  I  thank  you,  also,  for  the  donation,  which  you  generously 
voted  me  at  the  close  of  the  sitting  of  the  council  for  my  dismission, 
■  as  expressive  of  your  respect  and  i^indne.-s  to  me.  Suilice  it  to  say 
[  that  I  am  entirely  satisfied  with  the  adjustment  of  my  dismission, 
and  of  all  things  in  the  settlement  of  our  affairs,  and  AM  THIS 

DAY  HAPPY. 

^'  I  earnestly  desire,  that  our  affections  may  continue  to  be  mu- 
tual, and  our  intercourse  free  and  happy  while  we  live.  It  would 
be  easy  for  me,  though  dismissed,  to  make  you  some  ur/iiappy,  and 
for  you  to  make  me  and  my  family  so ;  but  I  pray  God  that  this 
;  may  never  be  the  case :  but  that  we  may  live  together,  as  those 
engaged  in  the  same  holy  cause  and  bound  to  the  same  happy  world, 
where  so  many  are  gone,  wdio  now  rejoice  in  their  once  mutual 
fellowship  here  below- 

"  Live,  my  dear  people,  together  in  love.  Keep  the  unity  of  the 
i  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  Make  the  satisfiction  of  the  church 
I  of  God,  arid  the  salvation  of  sinners,  your  ruling  object  here  below. 
I  Subordinate  all  otiier  vaiua!*le  interests  to  that  last  end  of  God 
I  among  men  in  this  world.  Let  past  differences  of  opinion,  if  there 
*  be  any,  be  forgotten,  and  all  combine  in  sweet  concert  to  build  up 
i  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Associate  together,  and  bear  the  ark  of  the 
f   covenant  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  forward  to  the  salvation  of  the  people. 
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A  thousand  teudcr  emotions  crov^d  on  mj  mind  in  parting  will 
you,  and  mingle  villi  inj  hopes  and  fears  for  your  future  welfare. 
Fourteen  times  vrithin  the  space  of  thirtj-three  years  has  the  Holy 
Ghost  from  Heaven  been  sent  down  upon  this  people  with  divir,'^ 
power.  Some  of  these  revivals  have  been  very  general  through 
the  town.  Others  of  them  have  been  more  limited  in  tlieir  influ- 
ence. But  all  of  them  have  been  very  happy  in  their  re.^uirs.— 
During  the  same  period,  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  persons  have 
been  added  to  the  church :  some  of  them  by  letters,  but  far  the 
greater  pr;>portion  of  iheui  by  profession.  Among  these  there  have 
been  some  failures,  which  have  caused  us  grief.  But  the  greater 
share  of  them  have  maintained  that  consistency  of  character  which 
has  eiiabled  them  Iq  pass  as  believers  anaong  men.  Many  of  them 
have  removed  to  new  settlements,  and  it  is  hoped,  are  b'g.ilding  up 
Zion  there.  In  this  respect  we  have  swarmed  like  a  hive.  Many 
others  have  died,  who,  it  is  hoped,  are  now  in  glory.  Sorne  of 
them,  in  their  last  moments,  manifested  a  holy  triumph,  which 
"death  itself  out-braved.  They  now  sleep  in  the  dust ;  let  them  sleep 
on,  until  the  Archangel's  trump  shall  raise  their  sleeping  dust  and 
we  see  them  again  in  body  and  soul.  Many  also  from  this  church 
have  been  educated,  and  have  gone  into  the  gospel  ministry  :  all  of 
these,  it  is  believed,  have  been  useful,  and  some  of  them  have  risen 
to  eminence  in  their  work.  A  large  class  of  others  are  now  in  a 
course  of  education  f:>r  the  same  blessed  service.  It  has  long  been 
my  opinion  that  in  these  streams  emitted  from  this  church,  she  has 
done  more  good  abroad  than  at  home.  How  far  I  have  been  an  in- 
strument in  the  hand  of  God,  of  promoting  these  good  works,  is, 
at  -present,  unknown.  This  people,  it  is  beheved,  have  done  much. 
To  those  who  still  remain  impenitent.  I  would  say,  the  Lord  take 
•care  of  you,  and  give  you  a  Pastor  who  may  win  you  to  salvation, 
^ly  dear  people,  with  whom  I  have  so  long  labored  amidst  the 
frosts  of  winter  and  heats  of  summer,  pray  for  me  and  my  family, 
and  may  I  pray  for  you.  My  brethren  of  the  church  and  congre- 
gation, I  bid  you  an  affectionate  farewell. —  And  yioiv  may  the 
Lord^  the  God  of  the  spirits  of  all  fiesh  set  a  man  over  this 
church  and  congregatiori.  Amen." 

For  some  months  before  his  decease,  he  observed  with  calmness 
the  more  rapid  inroads  of  disease  upon  his  system,  and  conscious 
that  his  Lord  ^f7as  eeraing,  yet  uncertain  as  to  the  hour  of  his  ap- 
proach, he  set  his  house  in  order.  The  grave,"  said  he  to  Mrs. 
Bushnell,  has  lost  all  its  terrors.  I  feel  that  it  will  be  a  sweet 
resting  place."  The  last  days  of  his  life  were  not  marked  so  much 
by  elevated,  reh'gioas  enjoyment,  as  by  a  steady  and  unwavering 
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peace.  "  I  bave  not,''  said  he,  ^^so  high  religious  enjoyment  as 
Hannah  and  David'' — (two  of  his  children  Vf'ho  some  time  previous- 
ly had  died  in  the  triumphs  of  faith,)— and  the  reason  is, they  were 
never  so  great  sinners  as  I  have  been.  But  I  have  settled  peace. 
The  Lord  is  my  Rock,  in  Him  do  I  trust.  My  salvation  is  all  of 
grace."  To  Rev.  Mr.  Magill,  liis  Pastor,  v,'ho,  a  day  or  two  before 
his  decease^  inquired  respecting  his  health,  he  replied,  "  I  am  lan- 
guishing into  life.'' 

If  simple  and  devoted  piety,  pre-eminent  vrisdoin  and  usefulness 
constitiite  greatness,  as  as^A'redl^^  they  do  in  the  sight  of  God, 
then  in  the  decease  of  Father  Bushncll,  a  great  man  fell  in  Israel. 
Like  many  of  the  fathers  in  the  ministry,  he  rests  from  his  labors, 
and  has  entered  on  his  reward  —  like  them  leaving  for  our  imita- 
tion,  an  example^  most  pure  and  lovely  and  of  go^Dd  report. 

Honored  and  loved,  he  passed  away, 
As  sinks  the  summers  sun  to  rest ; 
The  brightest  when  tlie  radiant  cluu'Li 
Of  silent  evening  gem  the  "west. 

"Cross'd  Ls  the  surging  river  death, 
Gained  is  his  glorious  home  on  hii-ih  ; 
There,  free  from  every  earthly  ill, 
He  li\^s  to-day  :  iic  cannot  die."  * 


*  lines  sung  at  the  funeral  of  tha  late  Gov.  Brigg^^,  of  Massachudcttif. 
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CHAPTSR  XVIIL 

BELIGIorS  HISTORY  CONTiNtJED — BUILDING    OF  VESTRY  OR  LEG- 
TURB  BOOM — SETTLEMENT    OF    LAMSON  MINEH— JACOB  SCALES  i 
— S.  W.  MAGILL  —  a.  ^7.  NOYES       J.  A.  BENT— A.  A.  BAKEK  J 

—LAY  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CHURCH,  ^/ 

I 

The  Congregational  Societj  had  for  many  years,  felt  the  ne- 
cessity  of  a  convenient  room  for  lectures  and  occasional  meetings 
reliiiious  and  secular.      In  1832  thev  erected  a  buildin|3:  for  ; 
these  purposes,  having  raised  the  necessary  means  by  subscription,  i 
Permission  vfas  given  to  the  young  gentlemen's  society  to  add  a  ■ 
second  story  for  their  use ;  vdth  the  promise  that  if  they  declined  * 
the  ofier,  individuals  might  have  the  same   privilege ; — they  to  } 
hold  the  room  as  private  property.    The  young  gentlemen's  society  ^ 
availed  themselves  of  the  offer,  and  the  upper  room  of  the  build-  * 
ing  has  been  regarded  as  their  property.    It  ought,  perhaps  to  be 
added,  that  in  the  autumn  of  1860,  the  lecture  room  was,  by  the 
contributions  of  individuals,  thoroughly  renovated, — the  walls  hav- 
ing been  papered  :  the  wood-work  painted,  and  the  rude  seats  ex- 
changed for  neat  and  comfortable  settees.    The  position  of  the 
desk  has  also  been  changed,  and  made  more  convenient  for  both 
speaker  and  hearers. 

Mr.  Limscn  Miner  received  a  call  from  the  church  and  society 
in  November,  1836,  with  the  offer  of  §600  salary,  which  he  ac- 
cepted, and  was  ordained  the  4th  of  Jan.  following — the  sermon  by 
Eev.  Dr.  Merrill.    Before  the  council,  which  convened  f^r  his  or- 
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dination,  a  remonstrance  growing  out  of  his  views  in  .regard  to 
J:  la  very,  was  presented  hj  ssTeral  members  of  the  Church.  A 
conference  between  a  comraittee  of  the  council,  and  the  remon- 
strants, resulted  in  a  compromise  of  their  diiferences,  and  the 
council  provieded  to  the  duty  for  ^vhich  they  were  assembled. — 
Tliough  an  invalid  when  he  was  settled,  Mr.  Miner  entered  on  his 
work  with  a  devotion  and  energy  which  promised  iiappy  results. 
Hope  was  enter  rained  by  himself  arid  liis  friends  that  he  might 
surmount  his  infirmities,  and  be  permitted  to  guard  and  feed  the 
flock  of  which  he  had  been  constituted  the  pastor,  ]3ut  it  was  soon 
cpl  nrent  -hat  his  disease,  an  affection  of  the  throat  and  lungs,  in- 
stead of  relaxing  its  grasp,  was  daily  gaining  a  firmer  hold  :  and 
after  a  little  more  than  one  year's  service.  perfo]-med  amid  sufiir- 
ings  and  interruptions,  he  was  obliged  to  suspend  bis  labors  ;  and 
he  sought  restoration  among  his  friends  in  Castleton,  where  he  hoped 
to  enjoy  the  best  medical  counsel.  In  December,  1838,  he  addressed 
to  the  church  a  request  for  a  dismission.  Averse  to  the  separation, 
the  church,  instead  of  assenting  to  his  request,  voted  him  leave  of 
absence  for  a  further  term  of  six  months.  To  this,  however,  he 
objected,  and  imm.ediately  renewed  his  request  for  a  dismission, 
actuated,  no  doubt,  by  the  conv  iction  that  the  best  good  of  his 
people  required  that  they  should  be  at  liberty  at  the  earliest  mo- 
ment to  settle  a  successor.  The  church  finally  yielded,  and  a 
council  was  convened  Jan.  16,  1839,  which  sanctioned  his  dismiss- 
ion, expressing  at  the  same  time,  "  their  persuasion  that  he  had 
been  an  able,  faithful  and  eminently  successful  minister  of  Jesus 
Christ." 

Mr.  Miner  was  born  in  Middletown,  Yt,  June  11,  1808.  In  his 
youth  he  became  an  apprentice  to  a  jeweler  in  Rutland,  and  while 
engaged  in  that  employment,  became  hopefully  pious  in  the  same 
revival  which  witnessed  the  hopeful  conversion  of  Ptcv.  Professor 
Meacham,  at  that  time,  also,  an  apprentice  to  the  cabinet  maki^ 
>'i-'o!kes:^j  in  Iluiluab  Eecween  the  two  a  tender  friendship  sprung 
up.  which  was  interrupted  only  by  death.  Mr.  Miner  graduated  at 
"Middlebury  College  in  1833,  —  pursued  theological  sti|dy  at  Lano 
T'icological  Seminary,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  was  tutor  in  183o-6 
22 
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in  Franklin  College,  Georgia.  He  was  licensed  to  preaclij  by  tlie 
Rutland  xVssociation,  a  few  months  previous  to  his  settlement  m 
Cornwall.  Soon  after  his  ordination  he  was  rnarrie-d  to  Miss  Nancj 
M.  Prattj  who  had  been  for  years  a  successful  teacher  in  Castleton 
Semmary,  and  who,  since  his  decease,  has  become  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Harvey  F.  Loavitt,  late  of  Yergennes,  now  of  .Middlobury,  where 
she  conducts  a  Female  Seminary.  Mr.  Miner  died  at  Castle- 
ton,  Sept.  IT,  18G1,  aged  38  years.  Thus  early,  one,  the  opening 
of  w.hose  career  was  full  of  promise^  pas^sed  to  scenes  of  higher  and 
holier  service  and  enjoyment,  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the 
Savior. 

It  was  during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Miner  that  the  congregation, 
in  accordance  with  a  fashion  which  about  that  time  became  preva- 
lent, acloptc-<A  the  practice  of  sitting  instead  of  standing  daring  the 
prayers  of  thu  sanctuary-.  He  advocated  the  change,  but  after 
some  months  of  observation,  expressed  the  belief  in  a  conversation 
v,-ith  Mr.  Bushnellj  that  much  prayer  had  been  lc6-t  by  the 
change.'' 

May  lOj  lS3i),  the  church  and  society  voted  an  invitation  to 
Rev.  Jacob  Scales  to  become  their  pastor,  with  the  same  provision 
fov  support  v;hi':h  v;as  oiU'red  to  Mr.  Miner.  The  invitation  was 
accepted  and  his  installation  took  place  the  3d  of  July.  Rev.  Isaac 
Knigh!:  of  Franklin, N.H.,  preached  the  sermon  on  the  occasion.  At 
the  time  of  Mr.  Scales'  installation,  there  was  much  feeling!;  amon^j!; 
many  members  ef  the  chm-ch  respecting  slavery.  A  remonstrance^ 
signed  by  ten  members,  was  presented  before  the  Council,  which ^ 
together  with  the  reply  of  the  Council,  YvdH  be  read  with  interest. 
With  this  belief,  I  present  them  in  full  : 

Remonstrance. — "  To  the  Council  assembled  to  e?:araine  and' 
install  Jao>b  Scales  as  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Chiirch  in, 
Cornwall  : 

Dear  Brethren  : — We,  the  undersigned,  being  a  minority  of 
sai»3  Church  of  Cornwall,  believing  the  sin  of  slavery  to-  be  one- 
which  every  lover  cf  humanity  —  every  follov/er  of  the  meek  and 
lowly  Jesus,  and  especially  every  one  v/ho  has  received  his  commis- 
sion from  this  same  Jesus  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captive,  and 
the  opening  of  the  prison  doors  to  those  who  are  bound,  should 
pray  and  briber  to  bri.ig  -  o  an  i'  .j mediate  and  perpetual  end ;  and  be- 
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lieving  the  prhiciplcs  and  7iieastfres  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery 
Society  to  be  tlie  only  competent  means  for  accomplit-liing  this  de- 
sirable end  :  and  having  resolved  never  to  support  a  minister,  or 
any  other  public  man,  in  r//?//  ?r<?y,  ^,vho  does  not  subscribe  to  these 
p.inciples  and  measures:  and  being  fully  convinced  that  Jacob 
bcales.  ihe  nastor  elect,  althouo-h  an  ab)litionist  in  the  atiStrnct.  is 

I  CD  ' 

not  a  praclical  abolitionist,  has  refused,  and  in  all  probability  ^vill 
continue  to  refuse  to  co-onerate  vrith  the  abolitionists  for  the  over- 
throw of  slavery  :  we  therefore  believe  it  to  be  our  duty,  and  do 
hereby  sol-jrunly  protest  ag-iiiist  the  inslullation  of  said  Jacob  Scales 
as  our  teacher  and  guide. 

If  this  protest  be  unheeded,  and  you  proceed  to  install  him,  -sve 
ask  your  body  V  re':  r:nmend  to  said  church,  to  permit  us  quietly  to 
withdraw  from  their  body,  aiid  associate  as  we  deem  most  for  the 
honor  of  religion. 

Cornwall,  July  1,  18-39." 

Tho  Council  referred  the  remonstrance  to  Rev.  Josiah  F.  Good- 
luie.  Rev.  Prof.  Hough,  and  Peter  Starr,  Esq.,  with  instructions 
to  report  thereon  the  views  of  the  C-ouncil,  to  be  publicly  read.'' 

Report. — "  This  Ecclesiastical  C-ouncil,  convened  m  pursuance 
of  the  call  of  the  Church  and  Society  in  Corn walhwith  reference  to 
the  installation  of  Rev.  Jacob  Scales,  iiaving  had  the  remonstrance 
of  a  minority  of  the  church,  together  with  oral  statements  of  the 
remonstrants  under  consideration,  have  come  to  the  deliberate  con- 
clusion that  the  reasons  urged  in  the  remonstrance,  and  in  the  re- 
marks which  accompanied  it,  a.re  not  sucli  as  should  arrest  our  pro- 
cee'"'incr:-.  Tlie  rpmonstrants  acknowledge  that  upon  the  subject  of 
■slavery,  Mr.  Scales,  in  sentiment,  is  correct ;  but  tiioy  allege,  that, 
as  a  practical  abolitioiiisi.  he  does  not  come  up  to  tiic  standard  of 
the  Araerican  Anti-iirlavery  Society.  (Of  this,  however,  no  proof 
was  adduced.) 

This  Council  can  recognize  no  other  standard  than  the  Word  of 
God,  as  the  rule  of  faith  or  practice  for  the  ministers  of  that  Word, 
or  for  private  Cliristians  :  and  thej^  cannot  admit  the  principle  that 
the  vievrs  and  measures  of  any  association  not  recognized  in  Scrip- 
ture.are  binding  upon  the  conscience  as  an  imperative  rule  of  duty. 
On  the  subject  of  slavery  as  an  enornious  evil,  inconsistent  with 
our  civil  institutions,  and  with  the  generous  spirit  of  tbe  Gospel, 
this  Council  ac-^ord  in  ;i'ja.  Put  with  respect  to  the  mode  of 
operation  for  the  rom^.  vai  ol 'dii-  evil.  t!:ey  have  no  doubt  that 
christians  may  and  do  conscicucio'.idy  diif:r:  an<l  in  llieir  estima- 
tion, to  adopt  the  rules  of  any  asse.iation  as  universally  obligatorv, 
v.'oaid  bs  an  i'lvaden  of  that   freedom  of  opinion  -^vhich  all  chris- 
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tians  have  a  riglit  to  exercise,  in  all  matters  not  explicitly  enjoined] 
in  the  Word  of  God.  It  ■\vould  be  setting  up  other  associatioiv- 
above  the  Church  of  Christ — a  course  which  no  enlightened  Chris- 
tian can  admit.  It  would  authorize  otlier  associations  to  dictate  to 
the  church  its  principles  and  its  measures.  It  would  authorize  as- 
sociations of  fallible  men  to  add  to  the  rules  of  faitii  and  practice, 
wbicii  Christ  has  appointed  for  the  instruction  and  governraent  of 
his  church.  And  the  Council  express  their  solemn  conviction  that 
the  remonstrants  in  claiming  a  right  to  separate  from  the  church 
fur  the  rcas»:)ns  e>; pressed  bv  them,  are  not  fully  a^^-are  of  the  va-. 
rious  bearii^igs  of  the  views  thej  entertain,  and  the  result  to  which 
they  would  lead.  They  would  tend  to  rend  asunder  the  Church  of 
Chris-f-.  They  ruight  T*^nd  to  the  substitution  of  other  standards  of 
belief  and  coaduct  for  the  simple  and  consistent  and  spiritual  rules 
of  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

This  Council,  in  conclusion,  would  earnestly  and  affectionately 
exhort  the  members  of  this  church,  to  cleave  to  the  doctrines  of 
C'hris',  and  the  ordinances  of  his  church,  and  to  regard  as  a  sacred 
principle  the  position,  that  on  th.e  collateral  subjects  of  beaevolenco 
or  reform,  Christians  are  bound  to  exercise  an  enlarged  churity 
to^vard,s  those  who  may  differ  from  them." 

Divers  attempts  had  been  made  by  several  members  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  slavery  from  which  the 
majority  dissented.  At  length,  after  much  fruitless  discussion,  at 
a  meeting  of  the  church  February  16,  1841,  a  request  was  pre- 
sented froixi  tvffnty-seven  members,  male  and  female,  for  "a  dismis- 
sion from  the  church,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  new  associa- 
tion, to  be  called  the  Free  Congregational  Chiircli  in  Cornwall^' 
The  first  propositioLi  of  the  church  to  the  petitioners  was  to  submit 
the  v^hole  question  to  a  Mutual  Council,  to  which  the  petitioners 
objected.  As  the  church  did  not  feel  prepared  for  action,  they 
adjourned  for  a  week,  when  they  voted  to  seek,  in  council,  the  ad- 
vice of  the  pastors  and  churches  in  Shoreham,  Eridport,  Yergen- 
nes,  Middlebury  and  Pittsfrjrd. 

The  Council,  when  convened,  ]March  9th,  first  asked  that  the  pe- 
titioners would  definitely  state  the  reasons  for  their  request.  This 
they  declined  to  do,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  undesirable  to  reopen 
*•  the  general, subject  of  difference."  and  it  was,  by  the  petitioners, 
finally  left  to  the  Council  "to  act  as  the  body  calling  them  may 
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I  clioose  to  direct."  The  result  of  Council  was  as  fblloTrs': — 
I  Resolved,  'unaniraonslj,  that  in  the  judgment  of  this-  ecclesiasti- 
^  cal  Council,  the  clmrch  cannot,  in  consistency  vrith  their  Ciiristian 
I  obligations,  grant  the  request  of  the  petitioners,  unless  said  peti- 
r  tioners  shall  give  to  them  in  writing,  satisfactory  reasons  for  so 
\  doing.''  This  result  was  '-accepted  and  adopted  by  a  large  rnajor- 
l  ity  of  the  church.''  The  record  of  a  subsci|uent  meeting,  held 
I  April  2d,  reads  as  follo',-\-s  :  The  fiaal  question  ort  the  dismission 
■  of  the  twenty-seven  brethren  and  sisters  was  called  up.  They 
presented  no  irrit-m  reasons^  nor  offered  any  orally,  excepting 
I  ''A  hat  they  said  were  known  to  all  the  church,  viz  : — that  a  difier- 
[  ence  of  opinion  and  action  had  long  existed  on  the  subject  of  the 
I  aboUtlon  of  slave ry.^  and  thence  had  arisen  alienation  of  feeling.'' 
I  The  fuial  action  of  the  church  was  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of 
[  Council.  The  petitioners,  however,  withdvevr  and  vrere  organized 
I  into  a  church,  which  embraced,  also,  several  of  the  former  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  whose  place  of  worship  was  occupied  by 
;  the  new  organization.  After  the  formation  of  the  Free  Church, 
\  several  members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  desired  dismission 
and  recommendation  to  it,  but  their  requests  were  refused  on  the 
-same  ground  as  those  of  the  original  petitioners. 

At  several  times  the  church  expressed  its  sentiments  in  regard  to 
sbvery, — disapproving  the  system  ;  withholding  its  fellowship  from 
slave-holders  and  their  abettors  and  apologists  :  au-l  discountenancing 
the  occupancy  of  Christian  pulpits  by  slave-li?)l(Iing  preachers. — 
Their  action  has  been  on  several  occasions  somewhnt  modified,  but 
not  essentially  changed.  It  stands,  by  its  record,  an  anti-slavery 
church,  unwilling  to  sustain  slavery,  or  to  commend  its  members  to 
pro-slavery  fellowship. 

During  the- ministry  of  jNIr.  Scales,  an  arrangement  was  effected 
between  him  and  the  Society,  in  accordance  with  which  a  parsonage 
■^'is  built,  the  plan  and  the  means  of  defraying  the  expense  having 
boeii,  furnished  by  Mr.  Scales,  ^vith  the  undertcanding  that  in  case 
of  his  removal,  the  Society  should  take  the  property  at  a  fair  ap- 
praisal by  disinterested  men,  and  pay  him  its  value.  His  pastorate 
ccmiiiued  about  three  years,  his  -dismission  having  occurred  June 
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IGtli,  1842.     Ilis  situation  during  his  residence  in  town,  was  pev-  [ 
haps  unfavorable  to  his  usofulness  or  personal  enjoyment,  both  : 
account  of  the  feelirigs  engendered  by  the  sepn ration  of  the  Frc 
Church.  a.nd  by  some  diversity  of  feeling  respecting  the  erection 
the  parsonage.    lie  endeavored,  however,  to  maintain  discipline  i 
the  churchj — preached  the  gospel  plainly,  and  deservedly  bore  tii 
reputation  of  a  faith  fiil  minister.    After  his  removal  from  Corn  wo  I 
he  w(.3  settled  in  lienniker,       II. 3  whore  ho  has  since  successfull- 
labored. 

In  the  autumn  of  1SI3,  Rev.  Seagrove  W.  ^^Iagill  who  hud 
hibored  some  time  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
and  who  was  afterward,  for  several  years  pastor  of  a  Church  in 
Tallmadge,  Ohio,  w^as  invited  to  supply  the  pulpit  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  and  Society.  lie  intimated  his  desire  to  reside- 
among  the  people  with  his  fornily,  several  months  as  a  supply,  thus 
furnishing  ample  opportunity  for  mutual  acquaintance,  before  any 
measures  should  be  ado[ited  with  reference  to  his  settlement.  Ar- 
rangements to  this  effect  were  made,  nnd  his  family  occupied  the 
parsonage  during  the  winter.  In  April,  1844,  a  call  was  e.xtende<i 
to  liim  by  botli  Church  and  Society,  with  a  few  dissenting  votes, 
occasio.^ed  by  the  fict  of  his  being  a  slave-holder,  though  involun- 
tary on  his  part.  As  a  support,  five  hundred  dollars,  payable  semi- 
annually, was  tendered  to  him,  with  the  use  of  the  parsonage. — 
The  terms  proving  satisfactory,  he  accepted  the  invitation,  and  wa:^ 
installed  July  10.  1844,  Dr.  Merrill  preached  the  installation 
serraon. 

In  his  intercourse  vrith  his  people,  Mr.  Magill  appeared  the 
Christian  gentleman,  and  hi.-^.  labors  in  their  behalf,'  were  highly 
appreciated.  Few  ministers  perform  a  greater  amount  of  pastoral 
labor  ;  none  are  more  devoted  and  sympathetic  in  their  attentions 
to  the  sick  and  the  alliicted  —  tendering  friendly  warning  and  ad- 
monition to  the  imperiitent,  and  consolation  to  the  pious,  by  day: 
and  becoming,  in  pdvl'lion,  the  patient  and  judicious  watcher  and 
nurse  by  night.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  that  I  have  never  mot 
the  pastor's  wif^  whose  labors  as  a  friend  and  nurse  among  the 
eick.  equalled  those  of  Mrs.  Magill.     These  services  secured  the 
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-trong  afiection  of  their  charge,  and  rendered  them  most  averse  to 
;i  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation. 

Early  in  the  year  1S46,  measures  were  initiated  by  the  Congre- 
pitional  Society  for  a  thorough  repair  of  their  house  of  worship. 
\'ariou3  plans  for  rep-iirs,  more  or  less  extensive,  had  been  previous- 
ly proposed  and  discussed,  but  none  had  been  adopted.  The  time 
enjomed  now  to  have  arrived  for  action,  and  prompted  by  a  timely 
(liseourse  from  Yir.  Ma^^ill.  the  people  resolved  to  '-arise  and  build." 
Their  legal  right  to  repair  the  house  and  to  make  any  changes 
v'hich  they  might  deem  needful,  few  questioned.  The  main  diffi- 
culty ii  their  way  >vas  to  devise  some  scheme  which  should  do  exact 
justice  to  non-resident  proprietors,  and  to  resident  proprietors  who 
had  ceased  to  feel  an  interest  in  the  society.  As  the  best  mo<Je  of 
eff-'Cting  this,  thoy  invited  the  proprietors  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
aci  conjointly  vrith  a  committee  of  the  society,  in  designating  dis- 
iruterested  men  to  appraise  each  pew,  with  the  understanding  that 
die  owner  might  have  its  value,  or  his  proportion  thereof  in  moneys 
or  in  property  in  the  new  house.  Such  an  appraisal  was  made^ 
and  the  society  took  the  house  at  its  estimated  value,  about  $G50. 

They  appointed  as  a  building  committee,  Lyman  i^datthews,  Jesse 
Ellsworth,  ILirmon  Samson.  Harris  Bingham  and  P,  W.  Collins. 
3ir.  Collins,  after  attending  some  of  the  preliminary  meetings  of 
the  commJttee,  ceased  to  act,  having  determined  to  remove  from 
iov;n.  The  chief  labor  fell  upon  Mr.  Ellsv/orth,  wdio,  with  his 
characteristic  promptness  discharged  it,  providing  the  means  to  meet 
every  claim  when  duo.  The  house,  when  completed,  was  re-dedi~ 
cated,  Mr.  Magill  having  preached  an  appropriate  sermon.  The 
pevf'S  were  apprais^ed  and  each  had  affixed  to  it  the  minimum  price 
^^hich  would  be  accepted  for  it.  The.  pews  were  then  offered  at 
a.uction,  it  being  understood  that  in  each  case  the  first  bid  made- 
must  be  equal  to  the  price  affixed.  The  first  day's  sale  failed,  by 
a  few  hundred  dollars,  to  defray  the  cost  of  construction,  but  after 
the  lapse  of  >-evvral  months,  the  balance  of  tlie  pews  were  sold  for 
^li  amount  fully  equal  to  the  entire  cost,  principal  and  interest, with 
a  sm  ill  surxdus. 

The  pirn  adopted  involved  an  entire  reaovation  of  the  buildings 
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exterior  and  interior.     Tbo  Louse  vfas  lengthened  nfteen  feet ;  L'.-  , 
stead  of  upper  and  lov>-er  tiers  of  windows,  one  tier  of  long  mr,- 
dows  was  insertodj  and  llie  exterior  style  of  finisli  made  to  corres-  ^ 
poad  with  modern  taste  in  regard  to  such  structures  —  the  propoi-  J 
lions  of  the  building  with  its  mode  of  finish,  presenting  man;  '■ 
attractions  to  the  observer.     The  interior  was  equally  chang-  ? 
ed.     The  side  gallei-ies  were  removed,  leaving  only  convenient, 
seats  for  sin;?ers,  and  the  floor  of  the  audience  room  slightly  in- 
clined tovfards  the  pulpit,  is  seated  with  neatly  finished  slips  to 
accommodate  about  five  hundred  persons,  the  aisles  carpeted  and 
the  seats  cushioned  tliroughout.     The  proportions  of  the  audience 
room  are  very  nearly  those  which  by  architects  are  pronounced 
perfect.     In  the  wall  back  of  and  above  the  pulpit  is  a  slab  of 
black  marble,  with  the  inscription  in  gilded  letters — The  Lord  is 
in  his  I;oly  temple  :   let  all  the  earth  keep  silence  before  him." 
Hab.  II-:  20  : — and  in  front  of  the  gallery  is  a  clock,  the  gift  of 
Kev,  Mr.  ^lagili,  ^.ho  also  presented  a  beautiful  Bible  and  Ilynm 
Book  for  the  pulpit. 

In  the  autumn  of  1S4T,  about  one  year  from  the  dedicaHon  of 
the  house,  Mr.  Magill  deemed  it  necessary  on  account  of  threatening 
prenaonitory  symptoms  of  pulmonary  disease,  to  ask  of  his  people 
either  a  dismission  from  his  pastoral  charge,  or  leave  of  absence  for 
eighteen  months,  that  he  might  seek  in  the  employment  of  teaching 
in  a  southern  climiate,  the  restoration  of -Ids  health.  Reijardin^  it 
as  probable  he  should  never  return  to  his  pulpit,  he  urged  as  most 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  his  people,  that  they  should  consent  to 
his  dismission.  But  they  thouG^ht  otherwise,  and  indulging  the 
fond  hope  that  they  might  again  enjoy  his  services,  voted  bim 
/'leave  of  absence,  indefinitely, v/ithin  a  period  of  eighteen  months,'' 
Thus  the  sottlem.ent  of  a  successor,  during  this  period,  was  pre- 
cluded, and  the  result-proved  that  the  people,  notwithstanding  sev- 
eral attempts  to  settle  a  pastor,  remained  destitute  f3r  four  years. 

Mr.  Magill  became  the  i)rincipal  of  a  female  seminary,  first  at 
Gi*eensboro\  and  afterward  at  iVthens.  Ga,  His  health  bavins: 
improved,  and  his  dislike  of  slavery  having  become  intensified,  he 
resigned  his  post  as  teacher,  removed  to  Connecticut,  and  scon 
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Icoamc  the  pastor  of  a  Congregational  Church  in  Waterbury,Trhere 
he  still  remains.  Some  three  or  four  years  since,  the  Cliurches 
.,f  Middlebury  and  Cornwall,  about  the  same  time,  severally  gavo 
L'ni  a  call,  both  of  Vy'Lich  invitations  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  decline. 

In  iSovember,  1851,  a  harmonious  call  was  extended  to  Rev. 
GuKOON  W.  Notes,  then  pastor  of  a  church  in  Portsmouth,  Ya., 
y  v,  ith  the  offer  of  s550  solary  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage.  The 

pg     ^    invitation  vras  accepted  and  Mr.  jSoyes  removed  to  Cornwall  ia 
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December  following,  though  he  was  not  installed  till  the  28th  of 


gj^^,.  i  April,  1852.  At  the  installation  of  Ilev.  Mr.  Noyes,  Dr.  Merrill, 
need  ^  piCaehed  the  sermon — ins  third  sermon  at  the  settlement  of  a  min- 
^  I  ister  in  Cornwall  ■  Calvin  G.  Tilden  and  Eliphalet  Samson,  who 
had  been  chosen  Deacons,  were  inducted  into  office  in  connection 
with  die  iiistall  dion  servic  js.  His  pastorate  continued  somewhat 
I  less  than  two  years,  his  dismission  having  occurred  IMarcb  loth, 
T'an  ^  i^^l-  ^'i"'  Isoyes  was  afterward  settled  as  a  colleague  pastor  of 
one  of  the  churches  in  Kew  Haven,  Conn.,  where,  until  recently, 
he  has  remained. 

In  October  following  the  dismission  of  Islr.  Noyes,  Mr.  Joseph 
A.  EsNT,  vdio  had  previously  received  a  harmonious  call  from 
church  and  society,  was  ordained  and  installed  Pastor.  The 
r  sermon  on  the  occasion  was  by  Rev.  Dr.  Labaree  of  ^liddlebury 
College.  Ilis  minisiry  was  also  brief  On  account  of  the  fiiluro 
of  his  health,  he  rei.juested  a  release  from  his  pastoral  relations, 
I  and  his  request  having  been  granted,  he  was  dismissed  by  the  action 
of  an  Ecclesiastical  Council,  August  12th,  1S5G.  At  the  meeting, 
at  which  the  Society  signified  their  assent  to  his  dismdssion,  the 
following  action  was  taken,  as  appears  from  the  records  : 

f  "  Resolved,  that  this  society,  entertaining  undiminished  confi- 

l  dcnce  in  the  piety  and^  ability  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Bent,  regret  the  fall- 

I  ure  of  his  health,  and  the  necessity  arising  therefrom  for  the 

I  request  he  has  presented  f)r  the  dissolution  of  his  relation  to  us  as 

I  our  Pastor.'' 

I  After  leaving  Cornw^dl,  Mr.  Bent,  became  connected  with  Rev. 

t  Ovid  Miner  in  an  effort  to  establish  a  Christian  Colony  at  Iloyle- 

i  t  .>n,  ncir  Ceutralia,  III,  on  the  Chicago  branch  of  the  Illinois  Ccn- 

l  2:3 
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tral  Railroad.  In  this  enterprise,  wbich  contemplates  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  liter-ary  institution  and  an  accumulation  of  facilities 
for  raoral  and  intellectual  improyeinent,  they  are  still  engaged,  with 
fair  prospects  of  ultimate  success. 

In  August,  18S8;  Rev.  A.  A.  Baker,  who  bad  been  for  some 
years  a  roissionary  in  California,  but  had.  been  compelled  to  return 
cn  account  of  the  ill  health  of  his  'vyife,  was  iristalle\l  Pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  with  a  salary  of  $750  and  the  use  of 
the  paKonage.  Rev.  Dr.  Pease  of  the  University  of  Vermont, 
preachc*d  the  sermon.  Mr,  Piaker  was  settled  with  niucb  unanimityj 
and.  entering  vfith  becoming  devotion  and  energy  into  liis  appro- 
priate work,  his  labors  have  been  appreciated  by  his  people,  and 
command  their  conSdence  and  support. 

Tlie  f<;>liowmg  is  a  list  of  the  lay  oiScers  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  from  its  organization. 

July  15th,  1T85,  Jeremiah  Bingham  was  chosen  Moderator 
and  Register.  At  a  later  period,  the  oldest  deacon  was  constituted 
standing  moderator,  in  the  absence  of  a  pastor. 


Oct.  5,  178T. 
Oct,  SI,  1T88, 


DEACOX>S. 
jEIlE^r JAH  BiNG HAM, 

IIiLAND  Hall, 

Jeremiah  Bingham, 
HiLAND  Hall, 
William  Samson, 


Chosea  Deacons. 


Designated  to 


James  Parker, 
Daniel  Samson, 


As  AH  EL  Bingham, 


Horace  Janes, 
Dan.  Warner, 


1859. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

RELIGIOUS  KISTOKT  CONTINUED — rORMATION  OF  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
—  ITS  FIRST  TLACE  OF  MEETINa  AND  FIRST  PASTOR,  ELDER 
EPHSAIM  SAWYER  —  BUILDINGr  ITS  MEETING-  EOUSE^  A  UNION 
HOUSE  —  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  UNION  —  ELDERS  HENRY  GREEN, 
BEHIAH  N.  LEACK  AND  OTHERS  —  RECENT  MEASURES  FOR  EE- 
BUILDING  —  DEACONS—THE  METHODIST  CHURCH — ITS  HOUSK  OP 
WORSHIP.  PASTORS  AND  SUPPLIES — FREE  CHURCH — ITS  ORGNIZA- 
TION,  CONFESSION  OF  FAITH,  AND  RULES  OF  DISCIPLINE  —  PAS- 
TORS, W.  B.  RANSOM,  ISRAEL  HUTCHINSON,  C.  B.  CAMPBELL  'AND 
OTHEE.S. 

Among  the  first  settlers  of  Cornwall  were  several  persons  wlio 
^ad'  previously  beea  eonnected  with  tije  Baptist  denomination. 
Preferring  not  to  be  taxed  for  the  support  of  Congregational  preach- 
ing, some  of  their  number  early  desired  exemption  from  taxes  which 
were  raised  by  the  town  for  this  purpose,  and  their  requests  were 
readily  granted.  Though  the  law  gave  the  town  the  power  to  tax 
:>jr  the  support  of  such  preaching  as  tlie  majority  preferred,  all 
who  could  not  produce  evidence  that  they  ah-eady  helped  to  sustain 
preaching  of  some  other  denomination,  no  advantage  was  taken  of  it 
'n'-  the  majority'.  Every  man's  rights  of  conscience  vvere  respected, 
-.nd  the  demand  for  abatement  of  a  tax  for  the  support  of  preach- 
ing was  of  course  gran  ted.  whenever  based  on  conscientious  scruples, 
vr  doctrinal  preferences. 
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The  first  stated  Baptist  preaching  in  Cornwall,  of  wliicli  I  aia 
infl>niiedj  was  by  Elder  Ephraim  Sav/yer.  who  removed  to  towr;. 
aod  commenced  preacbing  in  1792,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge 
over  Lemon  Fair.  Ilis  hearer.?  erected  a  log  meeting  house,  a  few 
rods  north  of  the  present  bridge,  near  the  burying  ground. 

Elder  Sawyer,  as  we  learn  from  a  biographical  sketch  of  him, 
written  by  Whitfield  Walker,  Esq.,  of  Whiting,  was  born  in 
Leo-nin-ter,  Mrss.,  but  removed  in  1778  with  his  father  to  West- 
morehindj  N.  H.  — -  at  that  time  a  dense  wilderness,  broken  only 
here  and  there,  by  the  clearing  of  a  hardy  pioneer.  Here  they 
were  exposed  to  all  the  privations  of  a  new  settlement,  aggravated, 
in  their  ease,  by  the  outrages  of  merciless  and  malignant  tories. 

The  naturally  warm  and  impulsive  temperament  of  Elder  Saw- 
yer, led  him  to  heed  his.  country's  call,  now  in  her  struggle  . for  in- 
dependence, and  promptly  to  respond  by  enlisting  in  her  service. — 
Ilis  religious  character  instead  of  being  damaged  by  his  connection 
witli  the  army,  appears  to  have  been  chastened  and  improved.  Al- 
though  his  bodily  health  was  so  far  impaired  by  the  exposures  of 
camp  life,  that  he  was  compelled  to  hire  a  substitute  to  fill  out  his 
term  of  service,  he  returned  to  his  friends  a  more  mature  and 
€urne;^t  Christian. 

After  some  three  years  spent  among  his  friends  in  Westmoreland 
he  removed  to  Charlotte,  in  this  State,  with  the  view  of  engaging 
in  firming ;  and  frum  Charlotte,  a  few  years  later,  he  removed  to 
Grarid  Isle,  hoping  to  improve  his  secular  prospects.  Here  his 
wife  became  the  subject  of  fatal  pulmonary  disease,  which  rendered 
her  desirous  of  revisiting  her  friends  in  New  Hampshire.  The 
journey  was  commenced,  but  she  died  within  a  day's  ride  of  its 
completion. 

la  the  spring  of  1790,  he  removed  to  W^hiting  with  the  purpose 
still  of  continuing  in  agricultural  labor.  Here  it  became  apparent 
that  his  bereavements  had  happily  affected  his  religious  feelings, 
v.nd  his  Chiistiiin  cliaractcr  was  so  developed  as  to  attract  the 
attention  of  his  brethren.  The  directness  and  pungency  of  his 
exhortations,  the  aptness  and  power  of  his  illustrations,  the  native 
vigor  of  his  intellect,  all  indicated  to  them  that. he  might  be  useful 
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as  a  preacher,  and  they  urged  lipon  him  eateiing  the  ministry j  as 
a  duty.  To  tliis  he  felt  inadequate,  as  his  advantages  for  education 
had  heen  exceeding!}^  limited,  and  he  could  not  at  his  age  hope  to 
supply  his  deficiencies.  He,  however,  seriously  pondered  the  sub- 
ject, and  with  a  growing  conviction  that  it  might  be  his  duty,  he 
applied  himself  to  the  study  of  theology  with  the  best  helps  within 
his  reach.  Kis  Bible  was  his  main  storehouse  of  instruction.- — 
This  he  carried  witli  him  to  the  forest,  and  while  plying  his  axe  in 
felling  trees,  he  improved  his  moments  of  recess  from  labor,  in 
veading  and  me'.Iitation.  Having  attempted,  two  or  three  times,  to 
pi^ach,  bat  vfitbout  the  freedom  and  success  which  satisfied  him 
that  the  ministry  was  his  calling,  he  for  the  time  gave  up  the  in- 
tention of  preaching. 

He  'rvas  now  married  the  second  time,  and  removed  to  Western 
New  York,  but  the  death  of  his  wife  and  infant  child,  and  his  own 
severe  illness  induced  him  to  abandon  his  purpose  of  a  permanent 
sealement,  and  he  returned  to  Whiting.  After  a  few  months'  res- 
idence in  "Whiting  and  Orwell,  his  conviction  returned  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  enter  the  ministry.  With  this  intent  he  came  to  Corn- 
wall in  the  latter  part  of  1792,  and  commenced  preaching  near  the 
Fair  bridge.  For  tbe  accommodation  of  the  congregation,  the 
people  erected  a  log  meeting  house,  in  which  Elder  Sawyer  was 
duly  set  apart  for  the  ministry,  by  ordination. 

Wtien  he  closed  hi.:,  labors  in  Cornwall  he  removed  to  Granville, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  about  five  years,  after  which  he  spent 
several  months  in  itinerant  labors  in  Ma.?sachu3etts,  Connecticut 
and  Rhode  Island,  and  at  length  became  located  in  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
where,  and  in  the  vicinity,  he  continued  five  years.  After  closing 
his  labors  in  this  place,  he  preached  during  many  successive  years, 
as  an  evangelist,  in  most,  if  not  all.  the  New*  England  States,  re- 
maining in  his  fields  of  labor  for  very  une(|ual  periods — from  a, 
few  m'.uths  to  several  years.  His  last  labors  were  performed  in 
New  Haven,  in  this  County,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  'w;iS  permitted  to  witness  very  gratifying  results 
of  his  ministry,  having  baptized,  as  Mr.  Walker  assures  us,  about 
fifteen  hundred  persons 
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Elder  Bawjer  was  a  laan  of  ardent  feelings,  tender  syDipathiea 
and  a  raeasure  of  religious  zeal  which  led  him  to  delight  in  active 
service.  Though  as  already  intimated,  his  literary  attoinments 
were  very  limited,  he  possessed  a  knowledge  of  human  character,  a 
Dower  to  Diove  the  sprinf?3  of  human  action,  -which,  with  bis  other 
qualities  already  named j  gave  him  more  than  ordinary  ability  to 
control  his  hearers,  and  lead  them  captive  by  his  eloquence, — 
Perhaps  he  judge*!  widely  in  becoroing  as  he  did,  an  evangelist 
daring  uie  latter  part  of  his  ministry. 

He  evidently  thought  much  more  of  spiritual  than  of  secular 
thi  .igs  Indeed,  to  t;ie  latter  he  was  so  indiiTerent  as  sometimes  to 
incur  the  reproaches  of  his  creditors — an  error  into  which,  nnhap- 
pily,  some  clergymen  of  all  denominations  allow  themselves  to 
fall.  ISo  man  is  bound  m.ore  scrupulously  to  fulfill  every  pecuni- 
ary obligation,  than  the  minister  of  the  gospel. 

I  copy  from  the  narrative  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  followiiig  striking 
ircident  yfldch  he  informs  us  he  received  from  a  daughter  of  Elder 
Sawyer,  and  which  he  regards  as  authentic.  It  would  certainly 
seem  to  indicate  that  he  was  an  object  of  special  Providential 
protection. 

^'  While  traveling  to  meet  an  appointment,  he  had  occasion  to 
pass  a  high  bridge,  that  was  in  a  state  of  dilapidation,  and  deemed 
unsafe.  He  however  passed  over  it  in  saft^ty.  On  his  return  he 
hrd  to  repc.ss  it,  but  did  not  reach  it  until  tiie  darkness  of  the  night 
rendered  vision  iit possible.  On  approaching  it  his  horse  stopped  — 
he  gently  urged  him  forward,  but  he  soon  stopped  again.  He  was 
about  to  alight  from  his  carriage  w^hen  the  anirnal  moved  gently 
forward,  and  he  resuni'id  his  seat.  He  siiortly  arrived  at  an  inn, 
and  the  intense  darkness  induced  him  to  put  up  for  the  night.  His 
host  inquired  from  what  direction  he  came.  He  told  him.  The 
host  replied,  he  must  be  mi.staken,  for  that  was  impossible, — the 
covering  of  the  high  bridge  having  been  removed  that  afternoon, 
Tiie  subse<]uent  explanation  satisfied  him  of  the  fact.  In  the 
morning  he  returned  to  the  bridge,  and  found  it  even  so.  The 
horse  took  one  :3tring -piece,  and  the  wheels  two  others,  and  he  came 
safely  over." 

This  horse,  the  narrator  informs  us.  was  the  same  which  drew 
the  hearse  that  conveyed  his  master's  remains  to  the  grave,  and 
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f  had,  at  that  time,  been  in  his  service  titenty-one  years.  Elder 
I  Sawyer  died  Oct,  14,  1827,  at  the  age  of  71. 
I  Of  the  particular  results  of  his  ministry  in  Cornwall,  so  far  as  I 
I  can  learr ,  no  record  remains.  Mr.  Walker  in  his  narrative  in- 
I  forms  ns  that  it  continued  through  7iine  years ^  during  which  period 
I  he  preached  o^xasionally  in  other  towns  in  the  vicinity,  closing  his 
\    labors  here  in  1801. 

I  The  first  allusion  to  a  Eapti-.t  Society  \\\  Cornwall  has  already 
1    been  noticed  on  page  153,  with  the  action  of  the  town  respecting  it. 

(This  was  doubtless  the  Society  to  which  Elder  Sawyer  minister- 
ed, ilespcctiiig  the  period  from  his  removal  in  1801,  to  the  erec- 
^  tion  of  the  Baptist  Meeting  House  in  West  Cornwall,  there  are  no 
I  authentic  records  either  in  reference  to  the  place  of  meeting,  or 
f  to  ihose  employed  as  preachers.  The  fact,  however,  as  furnished 
f  by  those  whose  memory  extends  back  to  that  period,  is  that  most  of 
l'  that  time  meetings  were  kept  up,  with  more  or  le^^s  regularity,  near 
}  the  Fair  bridge,  until  provision  was  made  for  their  better  accom- 
i     modation  by  the  structure  above  mentioned, 

I  For  the  erection  of  this  meeting  house,the  incipient  measures  were 
adopted  in  1805.  The  f  rst  meeting  for  this  purpose  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Seth  Abbot,  Jr.,  October  17,  1805.  Dea.  Asahel  Field 
was  Moderator,  Richard  jMiner  Clerk,  Benjamin  Stevens  Treasurer, 
Am-03  Pt'nnoye^  Collector.  Asahel  Field,  Benjamin  Stevens  and 
John  Hamlin,  a  business  committee.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that 
the  means  of  the  Baptists,  unaided,  were  inadequate  to  the  con- 
struction of  such  a  house  as  they  desired,  and  that  certain  of  their 
Congregational  friends  were  willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  A 
conference  was  held,  which  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  following 

Article^^  relating  to  the  building  of  a  meeting  house,  and  the 
use  and  occupation  of  the  same.'' 

Whereas,  the  Baptist  Society  in  Cornwall  have  agreed  to  erect  a 
Meeting  House,  for  the  purpose  of  public  and  social  worship,  and 
have  agreed  on  the  place  f --r  the  same  ;  and,  whereas,  sundry  per- 
sona of  the  denomination  of  Congregationalisis,"  are  desirous  to  unite 
with  their  Baptist  Brethren  in  building  said  Meeting  House  ; — it  is 
hereby  agreed  and  determined,  that  the  people  of  the  Congrega- 
tional denomiiiation  may  build  and  own  one-half  of  the  said  meet- 
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ing  house,  or  if  tlicj  shall  not  be  r,ble  to  buil<i  one  half,  then  such 
lesser  share  as  they  shall  be  able  to  buildj  under  the  followir.- 
regulations :  , 
1st.  The  house  shall  be  forty-eight  feet  in  length,  and  forty-  ; 
four  in  breadth,  without  any  porch  or  steeple,  and  shall  bo  built 
on  the  spot  heretofore  agreed  on  by  the  Baptist  Society,  on  the 
green,  a  short  distance  north  of  Joshua  Stockwell's  house  in  Corn- 
wail. 

2nd.  The  house  shall  be  built  as  soon  as  may  be,  under  the 
direction  of  a  coaiuiittee  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

3d.  Money  shall  be  raised  by  subscription,  by  each  of  the  afore- 
said denominations,  to  erect  the  frame  and  enclose  it ;  then  the 
pews  shall  be  sold  at  -fondue  to  raise  money  to  complete  the  house, 
and  -vvhatever  sum  any  person  shall  subscribe  and  pay  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  credited  on  his  snbscription  or  included  in  his  bid. 

4th.  The  house,  when  built,  shall  be  considered  as  the  joint 
property  of  the  aforesaid  denominations,  in  proportion  to  the  money 
v,hich  each  shall  have  expended  in  building. 

5th.  The  house  shall  be  oacupied  by  each  of  the  said  denomina- 
tions in  proportion  to  their  share  in  the  same  ;  that  is  to  say.  if  the 
Congregationalists  shall  be  at  tlie  expense  of  building  one-half  of 
the  house,  or  shall  own  one-half  of  the  same,  they  shall  be  entitled 
to  use  and  occupy  the  house  one  equal  half  of  the  time,  and  in  the 
same  proportion  for  a  quarter  or  less  share.  And  the  Baptists 
shall  use  and  occupy  the  house  according  to  the  same  rule. 

6th.  The  house  shall  be  designated  by  the  name  of  the  United 
Baptist  and  Congregational  meeting  house,  and  the  ck-rk  of  the 
Baptist  Society  shall  have  po'.ver  to  warn  a  meeting  of  the  Propri- 
etors of  the  house,  on  the  application  of  five  or  more  of  said  pro- 
prietors,  by  posting  up  a  notification  for  that  purpose,  on  the  guide 
post  near  the  place  for  building  said  house,  at  least  ten  days  before 
the  time  of  meeting ;  which  shall  be  as  soon  as  the  subscription 
papers  are  filled  up,  so  that  it  sliall  be  thought  best  to  proceed ;  and 
the  said  clerk  shall  warn  all  future  meeting?  relating  to  the  said 
meeting  house,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  authorized  to  warn  the 
meetings  of  this  society. 

7 th.  It  is  understood  that  in  occupying  the  house  according  to 
the  5th  Article,  the  two  denominations  shall,  unless  they  agree 
otherwise,  in  future  proceed  as  follows,  viz  :  The  Baptist" Society 
shall  occupy  the  hou-e  one  Sabbath,  and  the  Congregationalists  the 
next,- and  so  on,  alternately  ;  provided  the  two  societies  own  e^j^ual 
shares  in  the  house.  If  not,  they  shall  proceed  according  to  the 
same  rule,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  shares  ;  but  they  shall 
not  carry  the  division  so  far  as  to  divide  a  Sabbath. 
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ch  j    Stb.  It  is  farther  agreed  that  the  house  may  be  occupied  by  any 
Dg  f  Either  denomination  of  Christians,  at  all  times,  when  the  joint  soci- 
^;  lies  shall  not  want  to  improve  it.^' 

j^^  I  The  gro'and  on  which  the  house  starids,  was  leased  to  the  Pro- 
I ;  vieturs  in  the  usual  form,  by  James  "Walker ;  the  conditions  being 
Q"  I  — -'As  long  as  they  may  want  to  occupy  it  for  a  meeting  house.  If 
*  "his  house  should  be  bi.rned,  or  rot  away,  the  proprietors  may  have 
:  the  riyhv  to  bit i hi  another,  but  not  to  occupy  it  as  any  other  than 
!  ibr  a  meeting  Itouse.''  The  lease  bears  date  August  21st,  1806. 
le  i  Eenjnniifi  Stevens  and  Abner  Hall  were  appointed  a  committee 
^)  '  :o  saoerintcud  the  building  of  the  house,  and  David  Foot,  Eenia- 
'  I  min  Stevens  and  Benjamin  Sanford  a  committee  to  superintend  the 

I  selling  of  the  pews. 
y   *     In  1S06,  the  labor  of  erecting  the  house  was  mostly  accomplish- 
i  lI,  and  it  was  completed  in  the  early  part  of  1S07,  the  second 
;  Jlc-iday  of  Jur.  ;-  having  been  designated  for  the  sale  of  the  pevrs. 
I     The  precise  time  when  Elder  Hexry  Gheex  vras  employed  by 
3   f  the  Ciiurch,  as  the  records  are  silent  respecting  it,  cannot  be  deter- 
3   I  mined.     He  was  settled  in.  1809,  and  his  ministry  continued  till 
^   I  i  S2-l.    Previous  to  his  settlement  in  Cornvral]  he  had  been  several - 
J    I  years  in  the  ministry,  havhig  labored  for  some  time  in  Wallingf^rd, 
}       in  Rutland  County. 

Though  his  early  education  was  deficient,  some  of  the  natural 
endowments  of  Elder  Green  were  superior.  Ardent  in  tempera- 
ment, earnest  in  the  advocacy  of  any  course  in  svhieh  Ids  licart  was 
interested,  and  possessing  unquestionable  patriotism,  he  sympathized 
deeply  with  the  political  excitements  wdiicli  were  beginning  to  per- 
vade the  councry,  wdien  his  residence  in  Curnwall  commenced,  and 
''"hich,  a  few  years  later,  became  all  absori)ii>g  in  many  minds.  In 
person  well  formed,  and  possessing  a  conunanding  voice,  with  an 
impassioned  delivery,  he  often  made  iiBprt\ssiuus  on TlIs  hearers, 
which  inspired  profound  respect  for  his  power  as  a  public  speaker, 
hlis  stentorion  voice,  united  with  a  Coiidnesi  f  U'  the  excitenumt  of 
nrilitary  parade,  served  to  mark  him  as  a  miiitary  chaphun.'  The 
oQlco  of  Kegimental  or  Brigade  Chaplain  he  iield  for  a  considerable 
period,  and  the  writer  remembers  in  his  youth,  to  iiavc  heard  the 
24 
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voice  of  Elder  Green,  y?hen  offering  a  prajer  in  the  tuiclst  of  J  t 
Brigade,  sounding  clear  and  loud  above  all  the  din  and  bustle  ,  :. 
the  a?Gem"bled  multitude.  «  i 

A  few  months  after  his  removal,  the  society  secured  the  service  J 
of  Elder  Bekiah      Leach,  whose  labors  were  so  acceptable,  tli:  :  ? 
at  a  meeting  held  October  4th,  1825,  the  Prudential  CommittM.  - 
-were  directeii  to  engage  him  for  another  year.     The  January  fo:-- 
lowinu.  (1S26.")  a  form;i-l  call  was  extended  to  him,  which  he  accer.-i 
ted,  and  was  duly  installed  Pastor  of  the  Church.    The  connection  | 
ho^'ever,  -^vas  not  of  long  duration,  Mr.  Leach  having,  in  June  J 
1827,  (11  aocoimi  c-f  deficiency  in  his  support,  aske^  and  received  a  J, 
dismission.     As  evidence  that  the  Sccioty  continued  to  cherish  to-  i 
ward  him  the  kindest  ieelings,  they  directed  their  clerk     to  tender  \ 
Mr.  Leach  a  written  ucknowledgement  of  their  thanks  and  respect  • 
accompanied  with  a  certificate  of  honorable  dismission  from  the  [ 
Society.''  '  .  ^ 

The  same  year  Mr.  Gborge  B.  Ide,  then  a  student  in  Middle-  [ 
bury  College,  but  who  has  since  became  a  distinguished  preacher;  ' 
was  employed  to  supply  the  pulpit,  but  for  how  long  a  period  the  ? 
records  do  not  inform  us ;  neither  do  they  inform  us  fully  as  to  tlie  ' 
supplies  for  the  pulpit  subsequently  employ-ed.  It  is  known,  how-  i 
ever,  that  following  the  labors  of  i\Ir.  Ide,  the  pulpit  was  supplicfi  J 
about  two  years  by  Elder  Ilali,  and  for  seyeral  months  by  Elder  J.  i 
K.  ^Vright.  I 

After  earnest  and  p-ersisle^nt,  but  urisuccessful  effort  to  sustain 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  their  house  of  worship,  the  Eaptiat  } 
Society,  at  a  meetingiield   May  12,   1829,  adopteil  the  following 
vote :     On  motion,  it  was  voted  to  dissolve  the  Society,  or  that  the 
Society  be  dissolved  on  the  first  of  January  next." 

The  Proprietors,  however,  continued  to  control  the  meeting  house 
as  formerly,  having,  as  early  as  1S23,  made  such  a  change  in  their 
constitution  as  autliorized  them  to  choose  their  own  clerk  in  dis- 
tinction from  the  Scciay's  clerk,  by  wboai  meetings  of  the  pro- 
prietors should  be  notified.  The  Church  also  continued  to  exist, 
and  to  maintain  public  worship.  By  tlie  vote  of  the  proprietors  as 
wo  shall  f.jve  o^^casiou  to  notice  in  tho  account  of  the  Methodist 
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f  i]  niiil  Fvce  Churches  those  denominations  were,  for  some  time  con- 
1  cfi  jointly  "svith  the  Baptists,  permitted  to  occupy  the  house.-  For  a 
'  *  few  years  past  it  has  been  allowed  to  fall  into  a  condition  which 
fee:' 


h 

tec; 


unfits  it  for  use  as  a  place  of  worship.  It  is  gratifying,  however, 
to  be  able  to  add,  ttiat  during  the  year  1861,  measures  were  adop- 
tsxl,  by  soliciting  subscriptions,  on  the  same  principle  as  that  which 
bl-i  origi  nally  st^cured  the  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  bouse,  to  effect 
tliorougli  repairs,  and  restore  the  building  to  its  pristine  beauty  and 
ic.f  convenience.  The  renovation  has  i>e€n  commenced,  and  is  now, 
i:  i  13C2.  in  the  process  of  completion,  under  the  superintendence  of 
iaj  George  Smith  of  Middlebury. 
p-l  METHODIST  CHURCH. 

From  an  early  period,  there  were  several  persons  in  town  who 
adopiied  Methodist  sentiments,  and  occasional  preax^hing  of  that 
denomination  was  enjoyed.  The  precise  date  of  the  organization  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  in  the  absence  of  all  records,  I  cannot  ascer- 
tain. The  deed  of  the  land  on  which  the  Chapel  stands,  was  given 
by  Reuben  E.  Wright  to  Milo  Stow,  Stephen  Beach,  John  Crane, 
■J.  W.  Langdoa,  Wjmaa  Sherwood,  Reuben  R.  Wright  and  Jared 
Eisliop,  stewards  of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Clmrch  in  "Weybridge 
Circuit.  It  bears  da>te  April  ^0,  1SS5,  aiid  conveys  a  lot  of  ground 
42  by  24  feet. 

I  The  pulpit  -of  the  IMeihodist  Chapel  was  supplied  by  diSei-ent 
I  preachers,  several  years,  and  though  never  strong,  the  Church  wa'5 
I  weakened  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  part  of  its  members,  and  their 
I  organization  under  the  title  of  ^'  Wesleyan  ^iethodists."  The  orig- 
i  inal  Church  soon  ceased  to  be  supplied  with  regular  preaching,  and 
I*  the  new  organization  united  with  the  Free  Church  in  sustaining 
^  religious  worship.  For  several  years,  neither  branch  of  die  Meth- 
odist Church  has  maintained  stated  preaching. 

FREE  CHURCH. 
The  origin  of  the  Free  Church  has  already  been  unavoidably 
3.l!si,h..l  i:j  ill  the  sketch  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  soma 
of  the  incipient  incidents  of  its  hisiory  have  in  that  onncction 
been  mentioned.  These  it  seems  unnecessary  to  repeat.  I  have  en- 
d.;aTored  to  procure  from  some  one  connected  with  tlie  organization, 
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its  liistorj,  but  have  failed  in  the  attempt.     I  give  the  narratj.. 
therefoFQ.  as  I  liavo  been  able  to  gather  it  from  the  records, 
were  legiblj  and  faithfullj  kept,  mostly  bj  Dr.  Eells  and  B  ] 
HaskelL    '  •  ,  "  .  ^ 

March  21st  1841  was  held  the  nrst  preliminary  meeting,  in  r 
gard  to  the  formation  of  the  church,  embracing  several  persons  v<[  \ 
never  became  connected  with  it.     The  expediency  of  formii  . 
a  church  having  been  Ji.-cu:  std  in  that  and  subser|uent  meetings  a;.  . 
affirmatively  decided,  a  committee,  which  embraced  members  of  tli>: 
Congre;^ational,  Baptist  and  Methodist  churches,  was  appointed  "to 
rep-jrt  articles  as  a  basis  or  platfoi-m  to  the  contemplated  organiza- 
tion.'''   At  an  adjourned  meeting  rules  for  the  government  of  tbc 
church  vrere  adopted,  together  with  a  Confessloii  of  Faith  whicL 
read  as  full  ^v.s  : 

AYe  believe  there  is  one  God,  self-existent,  eternal,  perfectly 
holy,  the  creator  end  rightful  disposer  of  all  tliiugs,  subsisting  lit  " 
Uianner  i:iy-:t'^rious  to  us,  as  Father,  Son  and  Eoly  Ghost 

VVe  bob  ve  tliat  the  Bible  is  the  revealed  will  of  God  to  maa- 
kind.  an<l  was  qlven  bv  inspiration,  as  an  unerrino:  rule  of  faith 
and  praciice. 

'\b'  'Ib/ve  that  nianlvind  are  follen  from  their  original  rectitude, 
J.  •      •   <      of  nat-.ire.  wholly  destitute  of  that  holiness 

"               ■       :  ^"  :       ■  '>■  nrpriril  TT7>'' /.was  made  flesb, 

■    ■■    '     -  ■■  •    ■    ■  ■-  ■  :  ■    .  i')']  hy  hi:,  o'>edieace.  sul- 

■.^  r                 ;■  ,        bins  of  a  world,  and 

■  i  .  :  .              .  '.:'.:_>.  w ; [ u  ivpentauce  for 

.                  ^  v   :.  :          . '"l'- the 'iiviue  ju3- 

;  .     '  •  -^b,-.^      '  ■ iu  ••i.i-.."'ipjence 

'       ■  ■    .  r        '       ■  :  ■      :^  -A  uLitcd  by 

^-  .     'i:-'  ^-;:u'b  ;.v:;  ?j..:p-l  ordinances, 

•  .       ;  •  -v:-  •'•      'U  of  the  dead,  and  a  general  judg-- 

-    •■:  iii  ^  will   })Q  received  into' tl'ti  joy  of  their 

.    -  i  M  g(j  /uN-ij'  iilt  )  everlasting  punishment. 
1:  ••  :. :;i'.ly  bue  that  adopted  by  other  church- 

es, ir.iel'vliiig  tiio  usual  pledges  of  scdf-cons-^cration  to  God,  nnd  of 
fi-atjrnal  •■■'i^]       and  faithfulness  towards  each  other. 
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The  Church  invited  the  aid  of  Rev.  Ilirarn  Wilson,  of  Canada, 
lit  the  services  of  its  organization  :  who.  after  the  assent  of  the 
meiribcTS  lo  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant,  dechired  them 
'•Jiilj  organized  as  a  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  invested  with  all  the 
rights  and  privileges,  and  entitled  to  all  ilia  benelits  of  a  rightfully 
constituted  Church,'' 

Truman  Eells,  the  moderator,  and  Oliver  J.  Eclls.  the  scribe  of 
the  preliminary  meetings,  were  elected  to  the  same  offices  by  the 
Church,  after  its  organization :  and  arrangements  were  made  to 
s:care,  at  the  earliest  period,  the  services  of  some  one  to  ofhciate 
as  P.istor. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  Church,  they  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing standing  rules  in  regard  to  Slavery  and  Temperance,  viz  : — - 
"  On  the  subject  of  Slavery  — •  We  believe  in  the  inviolability  of 
human  rights,  and  cannot  hold  Christian  fellowship  either  with 
slav-e-holders,  those  who  apologize  for  slavery,  or  remain  silent  and 
inactive  on  the  subject.''  ^'On  temperance  : — Whereas, this  Churcli 
believes  drunkenness  to  be  sin,  and  the  habitual  use  of  alcoholic 
drinks  as  a  beverage,  to  be  the  direct  avenue  to  drunkenness — 
Therefore  we  will  not  u^e  alcoholic  lifpior  as  a  beverage."  ^ 

In  September,  1341,  the  Church  invited  Rev.  \V.  B.  Raxsom  to 
serve  them  as  Pastor  for  one  year,  and  the  invitation  was  accepted. 
They  olso  entered  into  an  arrangement  vvlih  the  r)apti3t  Churcli  for 
a  joint  occupancy  of  ihcir  house  of  worship,  the  Pastor  of  eacii 
suppl\-ing  the  pulpit  a  portion  of  tlie  time.  About  this  period 
Asahel  P>ingham,  Abram  Foot,  and  Truiaan  Eclls,  were  chosen 
deacons  of  the  Free  Church,  and  arrangements  were  proposed  fo*r  a 
protracted  meeting,  under  the  management  of  Messrs.-  Kellogg  and 
Day,  in  which  the  Baptist  and  jlethodist  Churches,  and  all  other 
Christians  in  town     vrere  invited  to  participate. 

Before  the  close  of  the  year,  Mr.  Ransom  was,  by  his  own  re- 
(piost.  released  from  his  engagement  with  the  Church,  and  they 
Vt'ere  dependent  on  tem['Orary  sr.'i)plies  for  some  months. 

In  July,  loll,  Rov.  I-rael  Jlri':-!^ xs-n  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  denomination,  was  employed  by  the  iMetliodist  and  Free 
Cloirch'.i  conjointly  —  the  latter  holding  their  meeting  with  the 
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former,  arai  using  the  Methodist  house  of  worship.     Mr.  Hutch-  |  j 

iiisoa  remained  in  the  same  rehition  through  several  years,  and  iin-  $  f 

til  his  decease,  having  in  the  meantime  hecomej  hy  profession  of  i  I 

ills  faith,  a  member  of  the  Free  Church-     After  the  close  of  his  I  I 

labors,  the  Free  Church  was  supplied  by  Rev.  Henry  Boynton,  aiifl  \  \ 

others,  a  portion  of  the  time,  until  1851,  -^vhen  Mr.  G.  B.  Gamp-  |  \ 

bell,  was  by  an  Ecclesiasticol  Council  ordaiued  as  an  evangelist,  !•  | 

and  insti-llcd  over  the  Church.    jMr.  Can-^pbell  ^aa  chosen  clerk  of  I  \ 

the  church  in  place  of  B,  F.  Haskell,  who  resigned,  haviag  held  |  | 

the  office  from  1843.  I  \ 

At  this  time,  1862,  the  Church  is  without  a.  Pastor,  but  proposes  |  \ 
to  unitti  with  ihe  Baptists  in  rebuilding  their  house  of  worship,  and  \  ; 
ill  sustaining  a  minister.  | 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

PROFESSIONAL  MEN  OP  COR^'WALL — MARTIN  POST,E?Q. — PRACTICi:S"a 

PHYSICIANS,  NATHAN  FOOT  —  FREDERICK  FORD  SEN.  AND  J  UN. 

— SOLOMON  FOOT— .iBRAM  FLEMING  —  IIOSEA  RROOKS  ROI>OL- 
-    PHUS  FIELD—OLIVER  J.  EELLS— -R.  G,  GREENE — C.  B.  CUBRIER — - 

THOMAS  P.  MATTHEWS — M.  0.  PORTER — E.  0.  PORTER  —  DARIUS 

MATTHEWS. 

Martin  Post,  Esq.,*  i3  the  only  lawyer,  so  far  as  is  known 
to  the  writer,  who,  ns  a  resident  citizen,  lias  ever  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  oiier  bis  professional  services  to  our  people,  and  his  stay  in 
this  capacity  was  of  comparatively  brief  continuance  —  some  three 
or  four  years.  Vv^hy  legal  gentlemen  have  thus  neglected  our  town, 
whether  because  of  our  aversion  to  litigation,  or  because  we  are 
accoantal  unworthy  of  their  attentions,  may  bo  left  an  open  ques- 
tion. We  may,  however.  Snd  consolation  in  the  thought  that  among 
our  kind  neighbors  in  "Middlebury,  tiiero  may  always  be  found  an 
ample  fund  of  legal  wisdom,  upon  which  we  may  draw  in  emer- 
gencies, without  seriously  diminishing  the  supply  in  store  for  our 
fellow-citizens  in  other  parts  of  the  County.  Yv'e  may  perhaps 
safely  continue  to  live  as  we  have  done,  till  our  duties  become  more 
difficult  of  comprehension,  or  our.  readiness  to  perform  them  more 
doubtful. 

Mr.  Post,  possessed  very  estimable  traits  of  character.  While 
in  Cornwall  he  was  chosen  town  clerk,  and  while  a  resident  of 
Middlebury  was  County  Clerk,  and  was  onco  Clerk  of  the  General 
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Asseir.blj  of  Yermoiit.  "Wherever  he  resided  he  secured  the  aliec- 
tions  of  those  with  vrhom  he  assoeiated  ;  bat  feeble  health  cripple^ 
his  energies,  and  disease,  in  the  midst  of  his  years,  laid  him  in  the 
grave. 

Of  the  Physicians  of  Cornwall.  Dr.  Nathan  Foot  takes  pre- 
cedence in  point  of  time,  having,  as  already  noticed,  arrived  araong 
the  earliest  settlers  in  1774.  I  have  been  unable  to  gatherj  even 
fi-oiii  traditicii,  much  respecthjg  his  medical  practice.  It  is  evident 
from  the  Proprietors*  records  that  he  made  it  a  prominent  object 
to  secure  for  himself  and  his  family,  a  desirable  selection  of  lands, 
and'  if,  in  his  professional  labors,  he  exercised  as  sound  judgment  as 
in  pitching  his  lands;  he  was  a  discreet  and  successful  practitioner. 
Ko  one  of  the  early  settlers  selected  lands  roore  desirable  as  to 
quality  or  location. 

J  am  informed  by  his  daughter,  Parthcnia  M.  Foot,  who  has 
kindly  furnislied  several  interesting  remiaiscences  of  her  father,and 
the  events  of  her  childhood,  that  he  was  born  at  Watertown,  Conn., 
Feb.  10,  1&3S.  —  that  he  was  married  in  1757,  to  Marian  Silk- 
riggs,  a  native  of  Waterbury,  Conn,;  born  in  1840.  He  resided 
in  his  native  place  till  170 9.  when  he  removed  to  Williamstown, 
Mass..  and  1771  to  Clarendon,  Yi.,  from  which  place,  after  a  stay 
of  three  years,  he  removed  to  Cornwall.  His  employment  in  these 
several  places  of  abode,  his  daughter  does  not  specify,  but  we  infer 
that  it  was  medical  practice,  as  he  first  appeared  in  Cornwall  as  a 
physician.  He  spent,  as  surgeon  at  Ticonderoga,  the  winter  pre- 
vious to  its  surrender  to  Biirgoyne,  and  his  daughter  relates  that  at 
the  time  Burgoyne  passed  up  the  Lake,  her  father  was  at  Crown 
Point :  and  that  after  iis  evacuation,  wdicn  his  and  other  families 
had  mostly  ihd  from  the  region,  he,  remained  as  surgeon  to  attend 
to  several  soldiers  \Aio  ha^l  been  wounded  in  a  skirmish.  As  soon, 
as  he  could  pru<lcntly  leave  them,  he  rejoined  his  family  in  Put- 
land,  wdiere  he  continued  till  the  return  of  peace. 

Miss  Foot  relates  that  soine  two  or  three  years- after  his  return, 
her  fither  was  summoned  lo  Crundun  to  attend  a  patient,  and  the 
roads  being  impassabie,  tiie  messenger  came  down  the  Creek  in  a 
boat,  and  returned  with  ihe  Doctor  in  the  same  way.     When  they 
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s  roached  the  landing  near  tlie  patient's  bouse,  tiie  Doctor  was  unable, 
on  account  of  a  rlieumatic  affection,  to  vralk  the  distance,  and  as  lio 
was  a  verj  ligltt  man,  the  messenger  undertook  to  carry  him  in  his 
arms.  Tnej  had  gone  but  part  of  the  vray,  ^yhen  the  man  fell, 
and  broke  the  Doctor's  log.  Kappilj  being  a  surgeon  he  set  hi3 
own  leg.  and  after  a  few  weeks  was  able  to  be  carried  home.  Sev- 
eral Tears  after  this  occurrence,  the  Dr.  and  his  wife  went  on 
horseback  to  visit  a  married  daughter  in  Benson,  On  their  return 
his  horse  unfortunately  slipped  and  fell,  and  broke  his  other  leg. 
Tiiis  leg  also  he  set  himself,  but  never  so  llir  recovered  from  the 
iiijury,  as  to  be  able  to  walk  without  crutches  or  a  staff,  and  for 
several  of  the  last  years  of  his  life  cou:d  not  walk  at  all. 

Though  in  early  life  a  member  of  a  Congregational  Church,  he 
^ub3ec[aently  adopted  Episcopal  views,  and  became  connected  wiih 
that  denomination.  He  died  in  1807,  in  tb^e  family  of  his  son 
I'ri,  then  living  in  Charlotte.  In  accordance  with  a  desire  he  had 
expressed,  his  remains  were  removed  to  Cornwall,  and  are  interred 
with  those  of  his  kindred  near  the  Congregational  meeting  house. 

Dr.  Fbeoebic  Ford  Sex.,  as  already  not'^i^ed,  came  to  town  in 
1734.  With  due  regard,  like  the  other  immigrants  of  hi-;  time,  to 
securing  for  himself  a  fair  proportion  of  the  valuable  Unds  then 
o'-^  vairable  by  seitlers  at  tempting  rates,  he  devoted  his  energies  to 
iiis  appropriate  calling,  lie  carried  into  his  praciice  innate  energy 
and  industry.  Previous  to  1795  his  location  was  the  farm  al- 
ready mentioned,  where  he  first  settled,  but  in  that  ye^^r,  for  the 
better  accommodation  of  his  business,  he  remove<l  to  a  more  centrfl 
position,  ^v'here  he  afterwards  resided.  .  Here  he  bought  of  Dr. 
Daniel  Campv^ell,  -^ho  had,  to  some  extent,  been  engaged  in  miedi- 
cal  practice,  in  connection  Avith  the  keeping  of  a  Hore  of  goods — 
his  --good  will/'  his  store,  and  his  real  estate.  The  store  Dr. 
Ford  kept  up  a  few  years,  and  in  connection  with  it  carried  on  the 
raaking  of  potush.  But  as  In's  medical  practice  extended,  it  fur- 
D'^hed  full  employment  Ibr  Ins  eiievL^i'.s,  and  he  abandoned  his 
other  pursuits.  Few  medical  men  m  tins,  or  adjoining  towns,  have 
enjov'od  a  wMer  or  nr^^re  lucrative  range  of  professional  employ- 
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ment.    He  was  often  called,  as  a  consulting  pbjsician,  to  Leicestei  .l 
Orwell  and  other  remote  to^'ns.  | 
Dr.  Ford,  early  in  his  career,  became  distinguished  in  this  regioa  I 
by  the  adoption  of  a  hydropathic  system  of  medical  practice  pecu-  \ 
liarly  his  own,  at  least  as  to  the  extent  of  its  application.    Coivi  t 
'prater  he  used  in  subduing  fever  in  almost  every  forrn.    Among  bis  j 
papers  are  found  minute  descriptions  of  its  snccessfol  employment  • 
ill  numerous,  and  some  extremely  critical  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Puerperal  i'ever,  Billions  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever  and  even  Mumps. 
The  use  of  the  l>octor'3  favorite  remedy  was  offen  so  prouipt  and 
Sf'inet'mes  so  abundant,  as  to  meet  the  opposition  of  his,  medical 
brethren,  and  to  awaken  the  fears  of  his  patients  and  their  friends. 
He  tells  us  in  his  written  reports  of  these  cases,  of  wrapping  some 
of  his  patients  in  wet  s-heets  fr^jquently  renewed,  or  of  pouring  upon 
ih  im  pail  full  af^er  p^iil  fv  U  of  water  ;  of  irr^mersing  his  patients  in 
casks  of  cold  water ;  and  even  once  of  laying  a  cliild  iipon  a  snow 
bank,  wrapped  in  a  wet  cloth,  and  there  applying  the  water.    It  is 
within  the  recollection  of  the  writer,  that  pr.  Ford  was  instrumen- 
tal in  effecting  many  wonderful  cores,  after  the  usual  remedies  em- 
ployed by  otVicr  physicians,  had  proved  abortive.    Other  physicians 
had  previou^^ly  adopted^  to  some  extent,  his  theory  and  practice,  as 
did  some  of  his  cotemporaries  ;   and  it  has  formed  the  basis  of  a 
remediiil  system,  adopted  in  many  medical  establishments  in  our 
land.     But  to  Dr.  Ford  belongs  the  credit  of  having  carried  out  a 
theory  to  successful  results,  in  the  midst  of  opposition^  and  often  of 
ofcloquy.     His  notes  contain  the  record  that,  in  a  single  year,  he 
treated  more  than  a  hundred  cases  of  Cynanche  Maligna,  or  Scarlet 
Fever.with  cold  application^  with  the  loss  of  only  one  or  two  pa- 
tients, and  those,  desperate  ca-ses  before  he  saw  them,  and  in  repeated 
instances  of  treatment  of  all  the  forms  of  disease  above  named, 
similarly  happy  results  followed. 

Dr.  Ford  was  a  man  of  social  turn,  and  was  very  fond  of  soci- 
ety. Few  men  had  more  plea?ant  anecdotes  to  relate,  and  nono 
loved  better  to  listen  to  cheir  recital  by  others.  His  laugh — pecu- 
liai  both  for  its  manner  and  its  heartiness — cannot  be  forgotten  by 
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jj  ;e  who  ysevQ  favored  with  opportunities  to  ^yitness  his  iotercowrse 
\>  ilh  his  neighbors. 

As  a  citizen. he  took  an  active  part  in  measures  affectirig  the  sec- 
ular iiitcrests  of  the  community.  In  the  early  part  of  his  resi- 
-IcDce  in  Cornwall  he  often  accepted  town  offices,  and  discharged 
their  duties  to  acceptance.  He  continued  in  the  house  he  purehase^i 
of  Dr.  Canipbell  until  about  the  year  1816,  when,  with  his  son,  he 
hailt  the  spacious  mansiou  licvv  occupied  by  bi>  grund-s^on,  Charles 
K.  Eord.  Dr.  Fo?xl  had  been  accustomed,  for  a  considerable  period, 
to  receive  medical,  stadcats  into  his  family  for  instruction,  and  in 
ertcting  this  Lous<:;,  he  intend  ,d  to  provide  for  their  accommodation. 
His  death  occurred  Sept,  IT,  1822,  at  the  ago  of  G3. 

Dr.  Ford  was  connected  with  the  army  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  belonged  to  tl^e  detaphm  jnt  which,  under  Gea.  Wayne,  "  Mad 
Anthony,"  captured  Stony  Point  by  storm  hi  July  1T79 — a 
soldier  t >  folloiv  a  leader  so  dauntless  and  determined. 

Fredeeick  Ford,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  was  the  only  surviving  son  of  the 
preceding,  and  the  only  child  who  survived  infancy,  of  a  family 
numbering,  it  is  said,  twenty-two,  all  children  of  the  same  mother. 
•H^  was  born  in  17S7  before  his  father's  rem,ovai  from  his  firet 
pitch.  After  leaving  the  common  school,  he  studied  Latin  to- some 
extent,  ur^der  the  instruction  of  Rev.  Mr.  Eushneli  —  pursued  the 
study  of  m.  dicine  undo:-  his  father's  direction,  and  com.pleted  his 
professi^snal  education  at  the  Medical  School  in  Hanover,  N.  H., 
and  there  received  his  de2;ree. 

Dr.  Ford  vras  married  to  Miss  Sally  Reeve  in  1810,  and  com- 
menced professional  practice  in  connection  with  his  father,  and 
adopted  his  theory  in  regard  to  cold  aiTusion  in  inflammatory  dis- 
eases. During  the  continuanix)  of  iiis  fathers  life,  Dr.  Ford  devo- 
ted himself  exclusively  to  his  profession,  but  after  that  period, 
devoted  his  attention  more  to  agriculttiral  pursuits,  preferring,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  competency,  to  leave  the  management  of  hia 
aiTairs  very  much  in  the  hands  of  his  son.  He  was  fond  of  read- 
ing,especially  the  current  intelligence  of  the  day  ;  was  an  interested 
and  active  member  of  the  Young  Gentlemen's  Society,'*  and  was 
if-s  Libra  riar.,  I  believe,  from,  ita  establishment  to  his  death.  He 
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died  April;  1853.  aged  71,  having  been  for  several  months  dlsablovl  | 
by  an  aiiection  of  the  brain,  and  was  on  the  17th  of  the  next  | 
month,  folio  wed  to  his  grave  by  his  wife,  also  aged  71  years. 

Dr.  Solomon  Foot,  already  mentioned  in  onr  notice  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  early  settlers,  was  born  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  but  in  his 
childhood  accompanied  his  father  to  Lee,  Mass,,  where  he  acquired 
bis  academical  education,  and  pursued  his  professional  studies.  He 
came  to  Corn'.'-ull  in  :he  year  1V9±  and  conimenccdnhe  practice  of 
bis  profession,  residing  as  a  Ifoardcnc  in  the  family  of  Dea.  Jeremiah 
liinghani.  In  this  family  lie  remained  until  his  marriage  in  1798 
to  Mi.  s  Bersey  Crossett,  v,dio  was  born  in  Pelham,  Mass  ,  in  1771. 
After  his  marria-^e  he  managed  a  small  fixrm  contiiruous  to  his 
dwelling,  but  only  as  incidental  to  his  professional  labors,  to  vrhich 
he  was  sic  -ily  de^'oted.  He  vras  a  religious  man  previous  to 
bis  removal  i.o  Cornwall,  and  developed  a  strongly  marked  Christ- 
ian character.  Immediately  after  his  arrival  in  Cornwall,  he 
became  connected  vrith  tlie  Congregational  Church,  of  vfhich  he 
remained  a  v  jrthy  member,  till,  in  1804,  he  removed  to  West  Eut- 
landj  Yt.;  T. ':ere  he  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession  until 
his  death  in  ISIi.  lie  uas  tall  in  stature,  of  fine  personal  appear- 
ance.^  and  decided  intellectual  ability.  His  widow,  who  survived 
till  1815,  died  at  Rutland  in  the  fimily  of  her  son,  Hon.  Solomon 
Foot. 

The  only  children  of  Dr.  Foot,  born  in  Cornwall,  are  two  sons, 
both  of  whom  are  still  liviiig — Hon.  Solomon  Foot,  born  iSTov.  19, 
1802,  and  Jonathan  Foot,  M.  D.,  born  Oct.  31,  1804,  a  sketch  of 
whom  will  be  found  among  the  sons  of  Cornwall  vvdio  have  entered 
the  learned  profess "ons.  , 

Abraham  Flewino  settled  as  a  physician  \\\  the  north  part  of 
the  town  about  ISOC,  and  purchased  one  acre  of  land  with  a  small 
house  thereon,  on  the  corner  where  R.  T.  Samson,  Esq..  now  lives. 
His  busm^'-s  ccd  1  not  have  h.,en  extensive,  as  his  residence  in  town 
was-  very  br I  am  unable  furibscr  to  robite  his  history. 

no.?EA  l):v.-Oi;s,  M.  i).,  cr'nio  iVjm  the  east  side  of  the  mountain- 
and  cstaliid-L-di  himself  in  n./dical  pra'^;tice  at  West  Cornvrall,  early 
in  ihis  ceniiu'v      lb.  residod  there  durini^  the  fearful  cpid-jiiiic  of 
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(^1812-13.  When  he  removed  from  tovvii,  "Dr.  0.  J.  Eells  entered 
the  field  and  took  much  of  li is  practice; 
,  BoDOLPiiu.?  EiEi.D,  M.  D.;  from  Erandon,  Tras  engaged  in  medi- 
}cul  practice  in  West  Cornwall  for  a  short  period,  when  he  removed 
■to  Put's  Creekj  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  there  continued 
till  his  decease. 

Oliver  J.  Kells,  M.  D.,  luis  already  been  mentioned,  in  noting 
the  early  residence  of  his  mother,  as  having  originated  in  Coventry, 
Cram.  His  childhood  was  spent  in  the  family  of  his  uncle,  Kathan 
Eeils,  Esq.;  and  his  a:lva^:i cages  for  early  education  were  those  only 
which  were  furnished  by  the  common  school.  The  wTiter,  who 
attended  the  district  school  in  his  company,  remembers  him  as 
a  fpiiet  ard  orderly  scholar,  devoted  to  his  appropriate  duties,  and 
desirous  of  improvement.  His  intellectual  bias  was  early  seen  in 
the  deep  interest  he  cherished  in  the  exorcises  of  the  Young 
GcL^tlemon's  Society,  '  of  which  he  became  a  member  as  soon  as  his 
age  allowed.  He  possessed  an  active,  discerning  and  independent 
mind :  was  fond  of  argument,  and  did  not  easily  yield  any  ground 
he  had  once  assumed. 

Having  completed  ihc  usual  course  of  professional  s.tudy.  he  es- 
tablished himself  in  West  Cornwall,  and  there  commanded  an  ex- 
tensive nnd  profitable  practice  down  to  the  close  of  his  life.  He 
iirst  lived  some  distance  S'Xith  of  the  "  Corner.''  on  the  west  side 
of  the  road,  after  Vvhich  he  built  a  cottager,  which  he  sold  to  Ethan 
Andrus,  near  the  corner  on  the  east  side  of  the  way.  He  finally 
remodeled  the  residence  of  the  late  Joshua  Stockwell,  by  transform- 
ing it  into  a  neat  and  tasteful  cottage,  whichi,  since  his  decease,  his 
son,  Everard  Eells,  has  occupied. 

Several  years  before  his  death,  he  adopted  the  homeopathic 
theory,  and,  to  a  considerable  extent,  conformed  his  practice  to  it.' 
His  increasing  infirmities,  for  a  few  years,  rendered  him  unequal  to 
his  labors,  and  compelled  him  to.  employ  a  collengue.  For  this 
purpose,  he  formed  a  partnership  wii'^.  11.  iK  Green'.  M.  D.,  who 
succeeds  him  in  practice.  Dr.  Eel  Is  died  April  4,  18G0.  After 
his  deceas-^,  Dr.  C.  B.  Cct.rier  took  part  of  his  practice,  as  a 
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partner' of  of  Dr.  Green  ;  and  still  later,  as  an  independent  prac- 1 
titioner.  | 

Thomas  Porter  Matthews,  M.  D.,  established  himself  in  med-  " 
ical  practice  in  Cornwall,  about  the  year  1820.     He  was  born  in 
Middlebury  Dec.  27,  1791,  and  fitted  for  College  at  the  Addison,  | 
County  Grammar  School.    Having  completed  his  collegiate  course  ; 
in  1811,  and  spent  a  few  months  in  teaching  in  Vv^ashingtcn,  Conn.,  ■ 
he  coniciienced  the 'study  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  ofBce  of  j 
Dr.  Eord  of  Cornwall,  and  prosecuted  it  with  Dr.  Gridley  of  Castle-  j 
ton.     He  attended  lectures  at  the  Fairfield  Medical  School,  New  I 
York, — an  institution  at  that  time  in  considerable  repute.  After 
a  few  months  spent  in  practice  in  Le  Roy,  N.  Y.,  and  in  Middle- 
bury,  he  located  himself  as  a  physician  in  Cornwall,  near  the  centre 
of  the  town,  where  he  continued  ten  years.     In  1836  he  removed 
to  Bedford,  ^lichigan,  his  present  resilience,  having  stopped  by  the 
way,  a  brief  period  in  Western  New  York.    He  enjoyed  an  increas- 
ing business  while  in  Cornwall,  and  in  his  present  location  has  se- 
cured the  confidence  of  the  community  to  such  an  extent  as  to  ren- 
der necessary,  a  part  of  the  time,  the  employm.ent  of  an  assistant. 

He  retjresented  the  tovrn  of  Cornwall  in  1820,  in  the  State  Les- 
islalure,  and  for  two  years  was  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Physiology 
and  Chemistry,  in  the  Vermont  Medical  College  at  CastletoD. 
Since  his  residence  in  Michigan,  he  has  been  called  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  to  represent  them  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State. 

Marcus  0.  Porter.  M.  D..  from  Tinmouth,  Rutland  Co.,  en- 
tered the  field  left  vacant  by  the  removal  of  Dr.  Matthews  from 
town.  Dr.  Porter  commenced  the  study  of  his  profession  with  his 
brother  in  East  Poultney,  and  prosecuted  it,  with  Dr.  Hitchcock 
in  Shoreham.  engaged  meanwhile,  a  portion  of  his  time,  in  teach- 
ing in  that  town.  He  attended  medical  lectures  at  the  Medical 
College  in  Castleton,  from  which  institution  he  received  bis  degree 
in  1830.  From  his  first  residence  in  Cornwall,  Dr.  Porter  enjoyed  * 
steadily  increasing  patronage  down  to  the  autumn  of  1860,  when 
he  removed  to  Middlebury — a  field  to  which  his  practice  had  pre- 
viou  )ly  extended,  and  where  he  now  resides.  Daring  most  of  his 
residence  in  Cornwall  he  officiated  as  a  magistrate,  and  from  1S39, 
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f, as  town  clerk,  with  tbe  exception  of  one  year,  till  his  removal 
^om  town.  He  twice  represerited  the  town  m  the  State  Legisla- 
iure.  "was  twice  elected  by  that  body  CommissioDer  of  the  Insane 
Asyluns,  and  vvas  once  a  member  of  the  CoriStitutional  Convent ioi-). 
^  His  first  residence  in  town  was  near  the  Congregmtioiial  meeting 
housej  but  he  afterward  purchase^i  and  occupied  a  part  of  the  fana 
of  the  late  Jeremiah  H'X-l'wellj  and  m  1855,  erected  the  beautiful 
•dwelling  iu  whi^h  he  resided  at  tL3  time  of  his  lemovah 

Since  the  removal  of  Dr.  Porter  to  Middleburj,  his  son,  Edwabd 
•  C.  Pokier,      J).,  ho^  offered  his  services  to  the  commuriity  as  his 
ratiiCr'^:  success^^. 

In  this  connection  inay  appropriately  be  mentioned  Dr.  Darius 
Matthews,  who  though  for  some  years  a  resident  of  Middlcbury, 
v{  is  at  an  ear -y  day  extensively  engaged  in  meilical  practice  in 
Cornwall,  and  in  1S09,  transferred  his  residenco  to  ibis  tovfn. 

He  nrst  located  himself  in  Salisbury  in  1T88,  and  was  the  first 
Bellied  physician  of  that  town.  Mr.  Weeks  says  of  him  in  his  his- 
tory that  "  he  was  a  successful  practitioner,  and  performed  other  * 
valuable  services  for  the  town,  among  which  was  the  survey  of 
hi^i^hways.''  Tbo  writer  will  not  attempt  to  draw  a  portraiture  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch, -hut  will  instead,  copy  the  notice  which 
Judge  Swift  has  furnished  on  the  jxiges  of  his  history. 

■'Darius  Matthews  was  settled  in  Middlcbury  in  1789  as  a 
physician,  and  the  year  f:-'llowing  pm-chased  of  Juage  Painter  the 
lot  next  north  of  Samuel  Miller's,,  and  tbe  same  yeur  built  a  small 
bouse,  which  constitutes  the  kitchen  of  Mrs.  MerrilFs  residence. — 
In  November  of  the  same  year,  he  was  married  to  Abigail  Porter, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Thomas  Porter,  of  Tinrnouth,  and  sister  of  the 
late  Rev.  Ebenezer  Pv:»rter,  D.  D.,  Professor  and  President  of 
Andover  Theological  Seminary.  He  rcijided  in  this  house  until 
1797,  when  he  purchased,  of  Col.  Seth  Storrs,  an  acre  of  land,  on 
which  he  built  the  house  afterwards  occupied  by  Ethan  Andrus, 
Esq.  This  lot  is  now  owned  by  Jason  Davenport,  and  is  the  site 
of  his  new  dwellinir-house. 

Hon.  Darius  Matthews  was  the  second  physician  who  settled  io 
T^Iidd'ebury,  and  rinong  the  mofit  respectable  of  the  early  settlers. 
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lie  TTas'born  m  Cbesbirc,  Conn.,  Dec.  11,  1766.  At  the  age  of 
thhieen  he  removed  to  Tinmouth,  in  Rutland  county,  and  having 
a  fondness  for  study,  and  perseverance  in  the  pursuit  of  learning, 
he  had  obtained  a  sutTicient  education  to  engage  in  the  responsiblo 
duties  of  school  teaching,  at  the  ago  of  fourteen.  Bj  the  same 
persevering  disposition  and  efiurts.  he  raade  himself  suiilciently 
acquainted  with  the  science  of  medicine,  under  the  tuition  of  Dr, 
Marvin  of  Tinmouilj.  to  be  licensed  to  p)ractice  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one.  At  that  age  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  Salisbury,  but  removed  to  Middlcbury  in  1789.  In  1798, 
he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  1801  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  District  of  Addison,  v,diich  then  embraced  the 
whole  county,  and  in  1802,  clerk  of  the  County  Court.  ErorQ  this 
time  he  reliDquished  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  devoted  his 
attenti\«n  to  the  faithful  and  very  satisfactory  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  several  offices.  He  continued  in  the  offices  of  Judge 
of  Probate  and  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  until  his  death,  and 
in  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  until  1808.  In  that 
year  he  exchanged  his  house  and  lot  in  Middleltury,  for  the  farm  of 
Ethan  xlndrus,  Esq.,  in  Cornwall,  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Rev. 
Lyman  Matthews.  Ile.vras  elected  a  representative  of  Cornwall 
in  the  Legislature  from  1811  to  1817  inclusive.  -By  the  charter 
of  Middlebury  College,  he  was  made  one  of  the  original  members 
of  that  Corporation,  and  continued  a  judicious  and  useful  member 
and  friend  and  helper  of  that  institution  until  the  close  of  his  life. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  Society  in 
Middlcbury  as  well  as  in  Cornwall,  and  everywhere  a  firm  advocate 
and  supporter  of  religious  and  literary  institutions.  lie  was  some- 
what reserved  in  his  conversation  and  manners,  and  possessed  an 
uncommonly  cool  and  deliberate  judgment  and  conservative  dispo- 
sition. By  these  traits  he  exerted,  in  all  his  relations,  an  extensive 
and  salutary  influence."  He  was  one  of  the  first  in  this  part  of 
the  country,'"  remarks  Dr.  ^lerrill  in  his  semi-centennial  discourse, 
who  conducted  a  large  farm  Avithout  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors. 
Indeed  he  was  incessant  in  every  good  work,  till  death  released  him 
frora  his  labors,  Octol-er  3th,  1819,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.'' 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

EDUCATIONAL  —  SCHOOLS — IIEST  DIVISION"  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS— 
SCx^OOL  LANDS    SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE — APPRO- 
PHI/  aON  or  /iUEl'LUS  FUNDS  FOR  SCHOOLS  —  SCHOOL  HOUSES  

'•OLjj  PvED''  SCHOOL  HOUSE  —  BIIICK SCHOOL  HOUSE  — 
CHANG E:5  IN  DISILICTS  —  SCHOOL  SUPEEINTENDENTS  —  SELECT 
SCHOOLS, 

Among  the  earlj  moveraents  of  tlie  first  settlers  of  Cornwallj 
was  the  adoption  of  measures  to  secure  for  the  commimitj,  facilities 
for  education.  At  the  annual  March  meeting,  M'.i.rch  5,  1787,- 
Thomas  Bentlev,  Eldad  Andrus,  .Tared  Abernathj.  WiHiam  Slade, 
Jam  .-3  V<'.  Doughs -s.  Roswell  Post,  and  John  Kockwell  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  divide  the  town  into  convenient  school  districts. — 
Thev  promptly  discharged  their  duty,  and  reported  to  the  town 
March  15.  a  division  into  seven  districts,  with  boundaries  as  definite 
as  the  partially  settled  lands  of  the  tovrn  would  permit. 

The  first  district  embraced  very  nearly  that  part  of  the  fowa 
after  war  I  annexed  to  ^^liddlebury — much  of  the  southern  portion  of 
which,  was.  at  that  time,  deemcl  unlikely  to  he  occuv  ied  by  the 
families  of  settlers,  and  was.  for  tliat  reason,  lefi  out  of  -.ccount  ia 
tiio  divi  ;'en.  The  f^rst  scliool  house,  within  the  present  limits  of 
Co?.'awall,  designed  to  accommodate  District  Xo.  1,  uiider  the  di- 
vision of  1787, 1  am  informed  was  about  sixty  rods  south  of  Sam- 
uel Blodget's. 

The    f^ctnd  district  v.-as  m  the  north-western  part  of  the  to^vn., 
2U 
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cmbracirii^  the  territory  between  tbe  first  district  and  the  Tvostern 
boundarj  of  the  towD;  ond  tvvo  miles  south  from  the  line  of  Wej- 
bridgo.  These  limits  iiicluded  most  of  what  is  novr  the  1st  and  Tth 
distri  .'ts.  The  first  school  house  in  what  is  the  present  first  dis- 
trict, was  just  north  of  Lavett  Samson's. 

The  tJiird  district  embraced  what  is  now  the  2d,  with  a  small 
portion  of  the  6th,  The  first  school  house  was  near  the  present 
hou%  in  No.  '3.  ti  oiigh  eii  the  oppcsiie  side  of  the  highway. 

The  fourth  district  embraced  very  nearly  what  is  now  the  Sd, 
an  early  scliool  iiouse  having  been  located  juat  south  of  the  presen^^ 
residence  of  Maj.  Orin  Field,  on  the  east  side  of  the  road. 

TheJJffh  district  embraced  what  is  now  the  4th  and  the  south 
part  of  the  5th.  The  first  scliool  house  was  south  of  Esq.  Janes^ — - 
afterward  on  the  corner  opposite  the  preseiit  house. 

The  sixth  district  embraced  nearly  what  is  now  the  5th.  The 
first  school  house  was  where  Edwin  Walker  now  lives. 

The  sci^iuh  di--triet  embraced  what  is  now  the  6th.  The  first 
school  house  was  just  south  of  the  late  Rufus  jMcad's. 

The  seventh  embraced  what  is  now  the  sixth. 

The  f  i  st  s-jhool  tau^Vit  in  toYfn,  of  which  I  have  been  informed, 
vras  kept  by  a  Miss  Kilbtjiirn,  in  Capt.  Benton's  barn.  Miss  Jeru- 
sha  Bell  of  Weybridge,  taught  one  summer  in  Cornwall  at  a  very 
early  date  and  her  brother  Salmon  Eoll  taught  several  winters. 

Aojong  the  early  teachers  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  was 
Wm.  Arthur  Stirling,  an  Englishman,  said  to  have  been  of  noble 
lineage,  who  was  distinguished  for  his  peculiarly  attractive  hand- 
writing. Jacob  Liasly  was. also  much  respected  as  a  teacher,  and 
continued  in  the  employment,  for  many  successive  years,  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town,  sometimes  in  the  common  schools,  and 
sometimes  in  select  schools,  his  reputation  securing  him  full  em- 
ployment. 

In  178G,  the  town,  f^^r  some  reason  not  entered  in  the  record, 
voted  to  sell  the  school  lan^ls,  and  appointed  a  committee  for  the 
purpose,  but  in  March,  1788,  another  committee  was  appointed  '"to 
take  care  of  the  school  lands,"  from  which  we  infer  that  they  were 
rot  sold,  or  that  the  sale,  if  made,  amounted  only  to  a  permanent 
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lease,  ^vhich  is  the  teanrc  by  T^hich  thcj  are  held  by  their  present 
occupants.  These  lands  vrbich  v^ere  survej^cd  in  several  lots  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  are  now  occupied,  those  in  the  west 
part,  bj  ):!^iineon  S.  Rockwellj  John  Rockn-ell,  Eollin  W.  Foot,  and 
P.  B.  \Yarner  :  — ■  and  those  in  the  e.ust  pn.rt  hy  Z.  B.  and  E.  R. 
Robbins — ynder  permanent  leases.  Some  portion  of  the  Cornwall 
■school  lauds  lie  witliin  the  present  limits  of  ^^liddlebary. 

In  September,  1TB9,  the  subject  of  school  districts  was  again 
before  the  town  f^r  con'sideration,.  and  a  committee  of  seven  was 
?y;pointrj<J  to  propose  such  alterations  as  they  should  think  proper. 
TLoir  repo-.  t,  Yrbich.  wcs  rendered  and  adopted  at  the  March  meet- 
ing in  1790,  is  not  recorded,  but  made  some  changes  in  the  number 
of  the  districts,  not  particularly  specified  —  it  having  been  voted  at 
cbe  sar.e  r.\eotin2!  "  to  set  Elisha  Wright  to  the  eighth  district, 
also,  Ethan  Andrus  to  the  ninth  district." 

.it  the  annual  March  meeting  in  1191,  the  Selectmen  were  em- 
pO  n'srt  l.  '  to  alter  the  seho(d  districts,  from  time  to  tim.e  as  they 
shall  think  proper."  By  a  vote 'passed  in  September,  1794,  the 
first  district  which,  as  we  have  seen,  emb):aced  much  of  the  terri- 
tory afterv-ards  ??t  off  to  Middlebury,  was  divided  nearly  in  the 
middle,  by  an  east  and  west  Ihie,  and  the  south  part  of  it  was  called 
the  10th  district. 

In  xylarch,  1803,  a  committee  appoint}!  -'Mo  examine  into  the 
condition  of  our  school  lands,  and  tlio  money  arising  therefrom." 
reported,  but  with  what  results  we  are  not  .iuf  ^rmed. 

December  26,  1811,  a  motion  was  made  that  ''each  district 
retain  their  own  money  that  was  raised  by  tiie  school  tax,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  school  in  their  ovrn  district." — "Negatived,  a  tax  hav- 
kig  just  been  voted  of  one  cent  on  a  dollar,  to  be  paid  into  the  town 
treasury. 

March  12,  1822,  the  trustees  of  school  lands  were  directed  "to 
re-lease,  or  lease  anew,  all  the  school  lands  in  Cornwall  heretofore 
leased. except  that  part  of  the  timber  lands. in  Mid<Ilebury,for  at  least 
thirty-four  dollars  anniially,  and  the  land  be  holden  for  the  pay- 
ment thereof:  which  motion  prevailed." 

Til  1S28,  a  crmmittee  vras  appointed  by  the  town  to  arrange  the 
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districts  anew.  The  arrarigemeiit  wliich  llioy  j-eported  still  remains, 
excepting  changes  more  recently  made  in  the  second  and  third  dis- 
tricts— the  third  having  its  northern  liI^^it  extended  northyfard  so  as 
to  embrace  a  part  of  the  second.  It -will  be  sufficiently  precise  for 
our  present  purpose,  to  say,  v/ithout  specifying  the  exact  bounda- 
ries of  the  districts,  that  the  1st  is  located  in  the  northeast  part  of 
the  town — the  2dj  3d  and  4th,  on  the  .main  north  and  south  road 
from  ^^liddlebury  to  u  iiiting.  Tiio  5th.  embraces  what  is  now 
known  as  West  Cornwall.  The  6th  is  located  next  north,  on  the 
west  north  and  south  road  thrdugh  the  lown,  and  the  Tth  on  the 
Bridport  road  in  the  north-west  part  of  the  town.  A  few  families 
in  the  south-west  part  of  the  town,  have  many  years  been  connec- 
ted with  the  Tth  district  of  Shoreham. 

These  districts  have  all  provided  themselves  witli  commodious 
school  houses.  Several  of  them,  which  have  hod  occasion  to  build 
anew  recently,  have  erected  structures  attractive  in  their  external 
appearance,  r:nd  well  finished  within.  Four  of  the  houses  are 
surmounted  by  belfries,  and  three  are  famished  with  bells.  All 
have  black-boards,  and  some  of  them  have  valuable  maps. 

To  one  of  the  early  scbool  houses,  known  by  all  familiar  with 
the  history  of  Cornvrall  for  tiie  last  half  century,  as  the  Old  Red 
School  House,''  perhaps  a  more  particular  allusion  may  be  appro- 
priate. The  site  is  bc-autiful,  with  a  landscape  boun..',d  on  the 
nor  th- west  and  west,  by  the  Adirondack  mountains  of  iS^ew  York  ; 
on  the  south  by  the  hills  of  Su.lbury  and  irabbardton ;  on  the  east, 
by  the  Green  Mountains,  visible  almost  from  Killington  Peak  to 
!Mansfield  Mountain,  a  distance  of  more  than  sixty  miles.  Aside 
from  its  location,  there  arc  two  points  in  the  history  of  this  mem- 
orable structure,  which  render  it  an  object  of  mure  than  usual  in- 
terest. 

Here,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  were  held  the  meetings  of  the 
Young  Gentlemen's  Society  "—an  ■  associatior^,  which,  in  another 
conu'iction,  is  more  mim^ely  described.  Here,  too.  as  the  house 
was  contiguous  to  his  d-,veliihg,  the  venerable  Father  Bushnell  was 
accustomed,  during  his  long  ministry,  ordinarily  to  hold  his  Sab- 
bath evening  ^'conference."    Here,  he  came  at  the  appointed  hour, 
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usuallv  brin^in;]:  in  one  hand  bis  favorite  cliair,  and  in  the  other, 
his  Bible  and  iiyDiii  book.  Here,  many  survivors  of  his  charge,  in 
imagination,  can  yet  see  and  hear  him  dispensing  in  the  formal  lec- 
ture, or  more  commonly  in  social  and  familiar  remarks,  truths 
fraught  with  eloquence  divine. 

Few  school  houses,  probably,  have  been  the  scenes  of  more  deep 
conviction  of  sin.  and  of  more  triumphs  of  renewing  grace,  '  In 
God's  boC'k  of  reniombrance  are  recorded  the  labors  of  many  pious 
students  of  Middlebury  College,  who  were  led,  during  the  fre- 
quent revivals  of  religion  under  Father  BushnelFs  ministry,  to 
me^t  the  assemblies  here  convened.  Here,  Fisk  and  Parsons  and 
Henry,  and  a  multitude  of  other  young  men,  loved  to  sit  under  his 
paternal  counsels,  and,  in  turn,  add  their  exhortations  to  his  own. 
Here,  the  eccentric  Marshall,  in  the  early  days  of  Father  Bush- 
nelFs ministry,  u/ged  his  quaint,  but  forcible  expositions  of  divine 
truth  on  the  consciences  of  his  hearers.  Here, the  venerable  colored 
pre.icher,  Father  B'.aynes,  was  wont,  occasionally,  lo  preach,  point- 
ing his  hearers,  with  unerring  retentiveness  of  memory,  to  chapter 
and  verse,  for  any  passage  to  which  he  wished  to  direct  their  atten- 
tion. Here,  a  long  list  of  ministers;  whose  friendship  for  Father 
Buslmell  and  respect  for  his  virtues,  led  them  in  their  journeys,  to 
spend  a  Sabbath  in  his  family,  were  wont  to  favor  his  people  with 
tholr  instructions. 

But  this  structure  thus  distinguished,  having,  iox  more  than  half 
a  century,  well  answered  the  end  of  its  erection,  like  all  earthly 
things,  grew  old  and  yielded  its  place  to  another,  erected  near  the 
same  site,  more  ample  in  its  proportions  and  more  modern  in  its 
finish.  Mav  tlie  "-dory  of  the  latter  house  bo  greater  than  of  the 
former.'' 

Another  of  our  school  houses,  in  which  were  witnessed  similar 
displays  of  divine  power,  was  that  known  as  the  ''brick  school 
bouse,"  in  West  Cornwall.  Here  the  venerable  Deacons, Daniel  Sara- 
son  and  Jeremiah  Bingham  were  wont  to  conduct  religious  services, 
with  a  devotion  that  was  always  engaging,  and  with  a  power  that" 
was  deeply  im^pressive. 

From  the  yeor  1S38  it  has  been  the  usage  of  the  tovai  to  ex- 
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pend  the  inconie  of  the  surplus  revenue  deposited  in  their  treasury 
for  the  support  of  schools.  For  several  years,  this  item  of  public 
money  Wds  distributed  equally  among  the  districts. 

The  people  of  Cornwall  have  ever  &ho^>vn  their  interest  in  the 
improvement  of  their  schools,,  as  well  as  their  law-abiding  propen- 
yity,by  c^0Di})lying  with  the  requirements  of  law  in  appointing  all  the 
officers  specified  in  the  statutes,  to  secure  proper  qualifications  in 
teachers  and  a  suitable  superintendence  of  the  schools.  In  1828, 
Jetlicliah  Bushneii,  Elijah  Benedict.  Isaac  Tilden,  Horace  Janes, 
Truman  Post,  Zenas  Skinner,  and  Jesse  Ellsworth — one  in  each 
distilct,  -^evo  appointed  a  superintending  committee  of  schools.  The 
number  was  in  subsequent  years  reduced  to  three,  and  this  number 
continued  to  be  appointed  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  until  a 
change  in  the  statutes.  Under  the  present  school  system  the 
town  appoints  but  one  Superintendent,  who  is  expected  to  guard 
the  schools  against  imperfectly  qualified  teachers,  to  examine  them 
ind  report  their  condition  to  the  town  at  the  annual  March  meet- 
ing. 

The  follovring  persons  have  held  this  office  :  Lyman  Matthews 
was  first  appointed  superintendent  under  the  present  law,  and  held 
the  office  one  year,  declining  re-election  on  account  of  ill  health. — 
Lucius  L.  Tilden  next  held  the  office  two  or  three  years.  Then  B. 
F.  Bingham  and  David  Hall  for  some  years.  L.  Matthews,  the 
present  .incumbent,  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  the  past 
five  years. 

There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  number  of  children  in 
Gorn-^^all  is  far  less  in  proportion  to  the  whole  population  than 
formerly — so  much  less  as  unfavorably  to  affect  the  most  sparsely 
settled  districts.  The  reason  of  this  decrease  is  a  question  for  the 
the  sjiution  of  the  Physiologist. 

Private  schools  have  been  attempted  in  our  town,  and 
though  temporarily  successful  have  not  been  of  long  continuance. 
One  taught-  by  Bcv.  Anizi  Jones  near  the  Fair  bridge  in  the 
nonh-weso  part  of  the  town,  was  established  many  years  since, 
but  was  not  hn<y  sustained. 

o 

B.  F.  Bingham  also  esta'"»lishcd  one  in  west  Cornwall  at  a  later 
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ihtej  lybich  proniised  T^'ell  until  his  removal  from  town.  It  ni;iy 
be  added  that  select  schools  for  a,  quarter  or  for  several  quarters 
each,  have  repeatedly  been  kept  with  much  temporary  benefit. 

It  w;i3  lo:ig  tiie  practice  in  Cornwall,  to  employ  male  teachers  in 
wicter,  and  females  in  summer.  Of  late  years  tlie  diminished  size 
of  several  of  our  schools,  and  it  ought  perhaps  to  be  added,  the 
improved  qualifications  of  fjmale  teachers,  have  led  to  their  em- 
ployment in  the  vrinter  as  -vvell  as  in  summer.  The  change,  es- 
pecially in  our  smaller  schools,  probably  is  not  attended  with  any 
disadvantage.  The  time  was  when  it  was  accounted  an  important, 
if  not  an  indispensable  qualification  of  a  feniale  teacher,  that  she 
should  be  a  proficient  in  needle-work,  and  instruction  in  this  art 
was  a  prominent  part  of  her  duty.  Often  it  was  true  that  girls 
were  laught  to  feel  more  concern  about  their  "sampler,''  than  about 
their  intellectual  attainmenis,  as  the  former  w"as  of  course  expectedj 
on  examination  day,  to  be  the  principle  object  of  praise  or  censure. 
Higaly  as  we  *nay  apprccitae  dexterity  in  needle-work,  there  are 
few,  doubtless, who  do  not  regard  its  banish m.eni,  from  our  schools. as 
a  daily  exercise,  a  desirable  reform. 

While  we  are  constrained  to  admit  that  modern  common  schools 
are  in  some  respects  superior  to  these  of  earlier  days, they  have  also 
their  comparative  defects.  "We  crov/d  them  with  an  undue  variety 
of  studies,  some  of  which  belong  to  the  high  school,  or  the  college, 
and  thus  too  often  ma'^e  saperucial  scholais.  Another  defect  of 
our  schools  is  the  lack  of  adequate  discipline.  It  will  not  be  denied 
that,  under  the  system  of  govemmxcnt  wliicli  authorized  the  teach- 
er to  enter  the  school  room  with  his  formidalde  rod,  as  a  badge  of 
office,  and  to  use  it  as  though  afraid  that  lenity  might  spoil  his 
pupils,  som-e  instances  of  hardship  occurred.  But  can  we  doubt 
that  under  that  regime  stable  men  and  well  trained  women  w^ero 
reared?  Can  wo  doubt  that  mental  discipline,  habits  of  order, 
of  application  and  obedience  were  more  elHciently  promoted,  than 
they  can  be  under  a  system  which  imposes  little  or  no  restraint? 
The  present  tendency  is  so  obvious  to  extreme  leniency  in  school 
discipline,  that  words  of  caution  may  be  pondered  with  salutary 
effect. 
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EDUCATIONAL — YOUXG  GENTLEMEN'S  SOCIETY  ;  CONSTITUTION  AND 
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LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION — ITS  CONSTITUTION  AND  LILKAllY. 

It  would  be  allowing  too  much  credit  to  our  comroon  schools  to 
ascribe  the  mental  characteristics  of  cur  citii^CDS  Vr"holly  to  their 
influence.  Among  the  early  settlers,  Linsly  and  Bingham  and 
Slade  and  others,  if  not  themselves  highly  educated,  were  yet  ivell 
educated — too  well  educated,  not  to  appreciate  intellectual  disci- 
pline in  t;ie  community  to  which  they  belonged.  Hence,  their  pre- 
cepts were  enforced  in  the  homo  circle  by  the  more  silent,  but  not 
less  potent  influence  of  their  example.  Their  children  were  early 
tai  ght  that  their  respectability  and  usefuiiicss  would  be  proportion- 
ate to  their  mental  and  moral  cultivation.  Those  ciiildren  failed 
not  to  draw  the  inference  that  they  should  make  the  most  of  the 
comraon  school,  as  a  primary,  and  at  th.at  period,  only  accessible 
source  of  instruction.  That  it  was  well  improved  is  evident  from 
the  flict  that  a  fair  proportion  of  those  born  witliin  the  first  tea 
y?ar3  after  the  settlers  here  made  their  permanent  abode,  acquired 
a  collegiate  education.  A  town  library,  of  limited  extent,  was  es- 
tablished at  a  very  early  period,  which  was  sustained  for  several 
years. 

An  invaluable  source  of  improvement  wa.g  presented  to  the  youth 
of  Cornwall,about  the  year  1804,  only  about  twenty  years  after  the 
first  permanent  settlement  of  the  town,  in  the  formation  of  a  Lite- 
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i  '.ry  Society,  denominated  The  Young  Gentlemen's  Society, " 
constitution,  which  both  for  brevity  and  completeness,  is  not 
..-I'leii  surpui.sed  in  tliat  species  of  composition,  will  doubtless  be 
}  e-porused  with  plea^.aire  by  many  of  iis  once  octive  memberSj  now 
rjiiuert-d  in  every  portion  of  our  laud.    It  reads  as  follows  : 

CONSTITUTION, 

PjlIEAMBLE, 

To  proMiote  order,  and  useful  knowledge,  and  to  secure  the  advan- 
l:v/:s  of  an  as^ociLiionj  We,  the  members  of  TOe  Yoimg 
('  nllanr.t  s  >:0':itiy  ii  Co/uvkiU^'-  have  adopted  the  following 
C-juititutiun :  ... 

ARTICLE  I. 

Si:f\  \.  Y\o  person  under  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  can  be  admit- 
ted a  member. 

Sf:'\  2.    Each  person  on  Ins  admission,  shall  pay  to  the  Troas- 
r>-i-,    sum  not  exceeding  iwo  dollars,  nor  less  than  tv," en ty- five 

Sr'\  8.  There  shall  be  tliree  terms  in  each  year  :  i^m  first  com- 
f;.  'iicing  on  the  10th  of  vSeptember,  and  ending  on  the  10th  of 
.  ■-iji-ior  ;  the  second,  extending  from  the  10th  of  December  to 
*he  liJih  of  March  :  and  tliO  tli.lfd^  ivom  the  10th  of  March  to  the 
I'Jih  of  September. 

4,    The  Sneiety  sh.all  assemble,  during  thej^r^^  and  second 
t'-ruis.  '.»uce  at  least;  in  each  week. 

-3.    Tiic  sessions  shall  be  holdcn,  and  the  library  kept  with- 
<u  <i!iC  rjiic,  riorih  ur  s-jnth,  of  the  present  site  of  the  Red  school- 
-ii^d  v,-iUiin  iweniy  rods  of  the  highvvay,  on  which  said  house 
iiM.iiiding. 

ARTICLE  11. 

Src.  1.  The  Society  may  receive  individuals  of  worth  and  re- 
«!-ect;d.ihi*'y  in  tb;e  charactr-r  of  Honorary  Monlers. 

'^'■-c.  2.    Honorary  AJen^bers,  at  the  Meetings,  are  expected  to 
i-  »e  the  same  rules  of  order,  as  other  members.     They  may 
'  I iicir  sentiments  on  any  C|uestion  before  the  Society,  but 

^' .  vi»  i|U'.-stion.s  r-jiating  to  this  Const! lution. 

'J.    II-L'  r  iry  Members  cannot  -vO  eligible  to  ofSce. 
_AV^".  4.    Honorary  ^[embers  cannot  be  reijuircd  to  pay  admission 
biilii  or  taxes ;  nor  can  they  be  subject  to  lines,  excepting  under  the 
wh-  .h  re^julate  the  use  of  the  library. 


I 


I 


222  lilsSTORY  OF  COTiy.VfALL. 

ARTICLE  HI 

fi>ec,  1.  The  officers  of  the  Society  sliall  be  a  President,  a  Yi-'  - 
President,  Secretary,  LibrariaD.  Treasurer^  a  Prudential  Commit- 
tee and  an  x\uditor. 

aSVc.  2.  The  FrcsiuLP.f.  or  in  case  of  his  absence  or  inability, 
the  Vice-President^  to  'obich  oiSces,  none  shall  be  eligible  under 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  shall  maintain  order  in  tlie  meetings,  put 
to  vote  all  motions  regularly  made ;  criticise  all  performances,  an'l 
call  extra  meetings. 

S:c.  o.  The  ^kirctary  shall  ^vrite  and  preserve  a  correct  jour- 
nal of  the  proceedings,  and  report  to  the  Judicial  Conamittce  all 
instances  of  negligence. 

.6>';.  4.  Tiie  Lihrarian  shall  keep  an  exact  catalogue  of  the 
i'oohi,  und  superintend  the  concerns  of  the  library,  as  rerpiired 
by  law. 

Sec.  5.  The  Trea<iurcr  shall,  receive  admission  bills,  taxes  and, 
fines  ;  make  no  payment  without  the  direction  of  the  Society,  and 
presrnt,  rt  the  la^^t  vreekly  meeting  of  each  term. an  account  of  his 
receipts  and  expenditures. 

Sec,  6.  The  Pnidenfied  Commit  lee  shall  be  composed  of  three 
persoris,  a^ove  the  age  uf  eighteen  yeai-s ;  who  shall  receive  sub- 
scriptions and  donations  :  select  and  purchase  books  ;  assist  the  Li- 
brarian in  making  all  necessary  arrangemeVits  in  the  library,  and 
report  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  the  state  of  the  library, 
at  tiie  la^t  weekly  nsof.  ling  of  each  term. 

Set.  7.  The  J  ltd  I  c  lid  Commiiiee,  to  be  composed  of  three  per- 
son?, shall  take  coiznimnce  bi  all  instances  of  ne2;li£!ence  and  dis- 
ordeily  conduct. 

♦SV-'.  8.  The  Audilnr  shall  examine  the  reports  of  the  Pruden- 
tial Committee,  Librarian  and  Treasurer,  and  write  upon  them  an 
expression  of  his  opinion. 

Sec.  9.  There  shuli  be  a  Committee,  of  which  the  President, 
♦  Vice  l.*residcnt  and  Secretary  shall  be  members,  to  examine  candi- 
dates for  admission  into  the  Society. 

Sec.  10.  Permniieiit  Fdectiijiis  shall  be  made  by  ballot,  and  a 
majority  be  ade<juate  to  a  clioieo. 

Sec.  11.  An  office,  vacant  by  abscencOj  or -resignation,  may  bo 
filled  prej  lejnpejre  by  nomination. 

Sec.  12.  Permanent  elections,  and  the  examination  of  the  official 
reports,  shall  be  the  first  business  of  the  last  regular  meeting  in 
oacii  terra. 

Sec.  IB.  No  niember  after  the  p^iyment  of  ten  dollars,  by  dona- 
tion, shall  be  the  subject  to  fines  for  absence  at  meetings  for  ordi- 
nary business ;  and  to  metrried  memberSj  who  have  not  paid  the  said 
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^vm,  the  >amc  exemption  shall  be  extended,  upon  the  annual  pay- 
ment, in  advance. of  one  dolla...'. 

Sec.  14.  The  Suciery  iii-iv  permit  the  n?c  of  the  library  by  the 
widows  and  children  of  tho^e  deceased  members,  who  have  given  the 
sum  of  leu  aollars. 

.  yscc.  15.  Should  the  Society  ever  omit  for  a  speciilud  time,  or 
entirely  discontinue  theii'  stated  meetings,  the  llhranj  shall  not  be 
destroyed,  hj  dividing  it  among  tlie  members,  but  stiall  remain  a 
permanent  library.  f;)r  the  u-e  of  the  proprietors,  bearing  the  name 
'A  The  Y'jung  Gciukmici"^  Society  Library, 

ARTICLE  lY. 

>V6'C.  1,  The  rights  and  nnvileges  of  rr^embers  shall  be  suspendcci, 
tor  refusing  to  pay  admission  bills,  taxes  and  fines  ;  and  if  the 
offender  persist  in  his  refusal,  he  shall  be  expelled. 

Sec.  2.  Profane  or  obscer^e  lanfruas'e  before  tlie  Societv,  shall 
be  punislied  by  an  aduiouition  from  the  Presideatj  and,  if  repeated, 
h'y  expalsio.i. 

Sec.  3..  If  a  member,  withoutjustnau.se,  freipcntly  neglect  to 
atttUid  the  stated  r acetings,  he  may  be  expelled. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Sec.  1.  The  Society  may  determine  the  rules  for  their  own 
proceedings  ;  punish  for  disorderly  behavior,  and  with  the  concur- 
rence of  tv,-o-thirds  in  town,  expel  the  members,  and  inijicach  the 
oiucers. 

Sec.  2.  Without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  both  of  the  Or- 
diiiv.ry  and  Honorary  Members  in  town,  the  Society  shall  not 
alter  this  Constitution. 

Of  the  founders  and  original  members  of  this  Society,  most  have 
finished  their  work,  and  entered  upon  their  reward,  while  a  few  yet 
survive.  Of  tlie  foriuer  were  the  late  Gov.  Slade,  Hon.  Ashley 
Samson  of  Rochester,  X.  Y.,  Rev.  Reuben  Tost,  D.  D.,  of  ClinrleJ- 
ton,  S.  C,  Frederick  Ford,  M.  I).,  Levi  F.  Tildon  and  Lea. 
Asahel  Bingham  of  Cornwall.  Of  tlie  latter  are  Ibrrace  Linsly, 
Esip,  of  Rarre,  X.  Y..  and  his  brother  Rev.  Joel  IL  Linsly,  D.  D., 
of  G^-cenwich,  Conn.  Dr.  Linsly  inf;rms  me  th<it  Mr.  Joseph  Sill, 
at  tl";:it  time  a  menih-er  of  Middk-bury  College,  and,  temporarily,  a 
teacher  in  Cornwall,  also  bore  an  active  part  ia  its  orgairization.  It 
wa-j  modeled  after  tlie  Philomathesian  Society  of  iMiddlebury  CoL 
lege,  whieh  had  just  Ijoen  f  jrraed,  and  \\.%  exercises  were  similar — 
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compositionj  declamation  discussion  anfl  criticism.  Tlic  sev- 
eral exercises  were  sssigned  bj  the  Secretary,  eacli  nieruber 
taking  his  tiirn  in  alpliabetic  order,  and  each  being  consid- 
ered under  obligation  to  peidbrm  the  part  assigned  him  at  the  pre- 
yious  meeting.  Four  disputants  were  designated  at  each  meeting 
for  the  succeeding  meeting,  who,  bj  mutual  agreement,  selected  a 
question  from  a  list  on  the  Secretary's  book,  to  -which  each  member 
might  ,idd  ot  pleasure.  Two  of  these  disputants  were  expected  to 
advocaie  the  afnrmative..  a.nd  two  the  negative  of  the  question  cho- 
sen, as  they  might  agree,  and  to  prepare  themselves  as  best  they 
might  for  their  duty.  After  the  expression  of  their  yie^vs^  the 
question  came  before  the  meeting  for  a  free  utterance  of  opinion, 
and  the  discussion  was  concluded  by  a  yea  or  nay  from  each  mem- 
ber, indicating  his'  opinion,  in  response  to  the  call  of  his  name  b}^ 
the  Secretary.  It  is  perhaps  needless  to  add  that  these  exercises 
often  elicited  powers,  of  the  possession  of  which  the  performers 
were  themselves  unavfare  ;  and  the  discovery  of  these  poT>-ers,  we 
may  not  doubt,  in  m.any  instances  changed  the  current  of  thought 
and  purpose  in  respect  to  a  pursuit  for  life. 

The  mieetings  were  held  on  Thursday  evening  of  each  -week,  from 
Septeniber  10th  to  March  10 lb  :  but  were  suspended  from  jMarch 
till  September,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  the  evenings,  and 
the  inconvenience  of  attending  such  exercises  by  those  engaged,  as 
were  the  majority  of  the  members,  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The 
place  of  meeting  was  the  Red  School  I  louse,  from  the  organization 
of  the  society  till  1832,  -w-hen  the  body  provided  itself  with  accom- 
modations, by  adding  an  upper  story  to  the  Lecture  Room  of  the  Con- 
gregational Society,  alluded  to  in  anotlier  place.  The  same  year 
the  Society  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation  fromi  the  State  Legis- 
lature, which  perhaps  rather  diminished  than  increased  its  strength, 
by  changing  its  purely  voluntary  character.  That  this  was  the  case, 
is  the  opinion  of  some  who  were  deeply  interested  in  its  welfare. 
Kogulations  which  are  re:>dily  submitted  to  as  the  rules  of  a  a'oI- 
nntary  association,  become  irksome  to  many,  when  they  wear  the 
form  and  authority  of  law.  Some  in  this  case  became  restive  who 
had  been  quiet.     About  this  time^  alsOj  the  subject  of  slavery  as 
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well  a3  certain  proposed  reforms  in  government,  non-resistance, 
'\lc.j  became  topics  of  all  absorbing  interest  in  Cornwall,  and  as 
nngbt  have  been  expected,    tound  their  way  into  all  the  racet- 
I'irjgs  cf  this  Society.     "Whatever  the  topic  proposed,  its  considera- 

('  tion  ended  in  the  discussion  of  these  matters.  IMany  nicLnbers 
ceased  to  feel  an  interest  in  meetings  in  which  excited  and  iinvny 
^  dissention.  forced  itself  into  tb.e  place  of  deliberate  and  profitable 
I  dLSCU;>?ion,  The  mcctiiig  ^  w:.ncd  in  interest,  iir.d  though  attcn)pts 
I  were  made  subsequently  for  niany  years  to  revive  the  former  inter- 
t  €3tj  tliey  were  in  vain.  The  Society  cca^x-d  to  bo  what  it  had  so 
;  long  bc>nr.  a  centre  of  interest  to  the  youth  and  middle  aged,  vnd 
I  an  invaluable  source  of  mental  and  moral  improvement  in  the  com- 
munity. 

In  the  early  periods  of  the  Society,  its  regulations  were  very 
rigidly  enforced. — minor  violations  of  tliera.  such  as  absence  or  tar- 
diness at  its  meetings,  being  punished  by  fme,  uidess  the  d(dirM|Uont 
presented  to  the  Jadic'ud  Curunittee,  a  sati.-factor}-  reason  for  his 
delinc^uency.  More  grave  offences  were  punished  by  adni<rnition, 
or  expulsion.  Election  to  membership  was  itself  a  certificate  of 
character  highly  prized  by  most  youths,  while  expulsion  involved 
disgrace  which  few  young  men  ^tsxre  willing  to  ir.eur.  In  tlie  au- 
tumn of  each  year  the  Society  was  accustom'jd  to  hold  an  anniver- 
£  ,ry,  on  which  occasion  a  discussion  Avas  conducted  by  the  more 
experienced  members,  and  a  formal  oration  or  ail-.lress,was  delivered, 
usually,  by  some  member  vrho  Imd  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  col- 
legiate education.  These  anniversaries,  whicli  drew  together  largo 
audiences,  not  only  furnished  instruction  arid  amusement  to  the 
community,  but  proof  of  the  value  of  the  Sonety  to  its  members, 
r.3  a  sovirce  of  improvement. 

In  connection  with  the  exercises  of  the  Society,  its  originators 
planned  the  establishment  of  a  Library,  whicli  should  help  to  form 
a  readiuL'  as  well  as  thinking  community.  This  was  commenced  by 
liberal  donations  from  the  honorary  as  well  as  ordinary  members, 
and  was  increased  from  year  to  year,  by  special  collections  for  the 
object,  until  it  came  to  number  more  than  four  hundred  volumes  of 
Tlistery,  Eijgraphy,  Travels  and  General  Literature,  of  select  char- 
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apter,  and  of  permanent  value.  The  Library,  vfliicb.  bj  the  Con- 
stitution, was  required  to  be  kept  ''witliin  one  mile  of  tb'e  Ked 
School  House,"  was  early  located  in  the  dv/elling  of  Dr.  Ford, who 
was  appointed  Librarian,  -and  continue^!  in  cliarge  of  it  till  his 
death.  Each  member  was  allowed  to  drnsv  two  volumes  at  a  time, 
and  retain  them  six  vreeks,  with  a  fine,  after  the  expiration  of  that 
period  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents,  and  one  cent  each  day  until  return- 
ed :  1::  j~'2  cents  f:'r  cjdi  f^reaso  spot  or  loaf  turneil  dovvn  :  and  for 
teai'ing  out  adeaf,  or  more"  serious  damage,  the  rules  required  the 
furnishing  of  a  new  vulume,  or  giving  satisfaction  to  two-thirds  of 
the  S-eiety.  Under  tiieso  regulations,  the  Library,  though  for 
some  years  past  it  has  had  less  careful  supervision  than  formerly, 
still  remains,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  lost  volumes,  in  a  state  of 
exce  1  le n t  pr eser va t i o n . 

Ix,  will  be  gratifying  to  many  of  the  early  proprietors  and  pat- 
rons of  this  Library,  to  be  informed  that  its  existence  and  useful- 
ness are  perpetuated,  by  its  union  T/ith  the  Library  of  the  Lano 
Library  Association,  recently  established  under  the  following  cir- 
cumstances : 

Near  the  close  of  l-SoS,  Mr.  Gilbert  Cook  Lane,  a  graduate  of 
Middlebury  College,  and  a  .young  man  of  much  promise  as  a  schol- 
ar and  a  chrisiian,  died  of  pulmonary  disease.  By  his  will,  made 
near  his  death,  he  left  a  legacy  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  aid  ia  es- 
tablishing a  Library,  provided  that  the  town  or  individuals  would, 
by  subscription,  or  otherwise,  increase  the  sum  to  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, vailing  themselves  of  this  stimulus,  several  gentlemen  who 
had  lung  desired  to  see  some  additional  provision  made  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  communiry,  pi'oposed  a  joint  stock  company,  with  trans- 
ferable shares  of  five  dollars  each,  eighty  of.  winch  at  least,  should 
be  secured  to  render  any  subscription  binding.  The  plan  was  exe- 
cuted, and  through  the  liberality  of  several  subscribers  in  taking 
five  shares  each,  more  than  the  necessary  amount  was  pledged,  and 
the  legacy  was  securt'^1.  An  Association  was  Ibrmed  near  the  close 
of  1830.  duly  organized  under  an  existiiig  statute,  with  the  desig- 
nation at)0vc  rianied-^-'  The  Lane  Library  Association  of  Cornwall." 
Its  Constitution  prescribes  the  necessary  officers  for  the  transaction 
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of  its  business ; — the  keeping  of  its  records,  tlie  management  of  its- 
Library,  and  the  preservation  of  ite  property.  .  The  Association 
proposed  to  the. Young  Gentleraen's  Society,  whose  regular  rjGcet- 
iags  had  been  fur  sorae  years  suspended,  that  tiiey  should  unite 
their  I^ibrary  %vith  that  of  tlie  new  organization,  heeping  the  t-wo 
distinet,  yet  placing  them  both  permanently  under  the  control  of 
the  Librarian  of  the  Lane  Ass  jciation.  chosen,  also,  to  the  same 
office  bv  the  Yorn-  Ikntleruf  n's  Society:  and  tcndorinir  the  free  use 
of  the  united  Library  to  all  who  vrere  entitled  to  draw  boohs  from  that 
jf  tb  'i  Society.  By  this  arrangement,  harmoniously  consummatcdj 
decide.;,  advantages  "ere  gained  by  both  Libraries.  The  old  Li- 
brary was  replenished  by  the  addition  of  modern  books,  and  tho 
new  library  was  saved  the  expense  C'f  purchasing  the  standard 
'>ork-^  already  embraced  in  the  old.  ITenry  Lane,  Esq.,  has  been 
chosen  Librarian,  under  whoso  supervision  the  united  Library  has 
been  skilfully  an-anged  and  judiciously  managed. 

The  Librarv.  as  arran2:od.  ;iow  contains  about  nine  hundred  vol- 
umes,  in  every  department  of  knowledge  likely  to  be  sought  in  an 
agricultural  com.munity.  A  portion  of  the  funds  moreover  have 
been  reserved  for  ftiture  use.  It  should  be  added  that  very  val- 
uable additions  have  recently  been  made  to  the  Library  by  the  lion. 
Solomon  l^oot. 

I  pre.  ent  to  the  reader  a  copy  of  tlio  Constitution  and'Ey-Laws- 
of  the  Lano  Library  Association,  which  are  made  desiguedly  brief 
and  simple : 

coys  TITUTIO  S. 

Wherea,-,  the  late  CriLr:;:RT  C.  Laxi;  h  :  '  ft  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Cornwall,  a  Le.:j;acy,  to  ;iid  ii)  the  c.-i:dii;-::i'  ..nt  of  a  Library  m 
said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  {i[.:-rary  and  scientific 
knowladge  :  Th.erLfore,  ^ve.  by  these  ai  t udcs  do  associate  ourselves 
together,  with  all  such  persons  as  naiy  hereafter  subscribe  these 
articles,  as  a  Corporiitic'n.  uiidcr  the  iirst  section  of  the  eighty-fifth 
Chapter  of  the  Compiled  Statutes,  fer  the  purpose  of  estabiisiiing 
and  m'-'int, fining  a  Lii^riu-y'  iu  said  Cornwall,  and  in  the  method 
provided  in  tlie  fjilowiog  artleles  : 

Art.  1. — The  object  of  this  A-soci:iti'ci  is  to  promote  useful 
knowledge  among  its  n;<:nibers,  by  establishing  a  Library  in  said 
Co.iiWr.lL  uud  for  this  |)urpo=e  the  association  shall  have  power  to 
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piircliase  Books.  Maps  and  Pictures.    Provided,  however,  that  not  '■ 
les3  than  eighty  shares  shall  be  subscribed  and  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury,  previous  to  December  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine  and  i 
before  any  expenses  are  incurred.  j 

Art.  it. — Tliis  Association  shall  be  styled  the  Lane  Libeaky  i 
Association,  of  Cornwall.  \ 

Art.  in. — The  stock  of  this  Association  shall  be  not  less  than  | 
four  hundred  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  five  dollars  eachjand  each  f 
share  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote;ii\  all  concerns  of  the  Association. 

AuT.  IV. — xlny  person  raa}^  become  a  member  of  this  Association  1 
by  subscribing^  his  name  to  these  articles,  and  becomini;  the  owner 

<>  O  1  CD 

of  one  share  of  the  stock. 

Art.  Y. — This  ABsociation  shall  hold  its  annual  meeting  on  tie  I  \ 

second  Tuesday  of  January  annually,  at  which  time  its  officers  shall  '  ■ ; 

be  elected  by  ballot.  I  ; 

Art.  VI. — The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  a  President,  |  \ 

Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Librarian,  and  four  DircctorSj  \  \ 

who  shall  hold  office  until  their  successors  are  chosen,  and  who  to-  I 

■getbcr  shall  constitute  a  Board  for  the  transaction  of  its  business,  in  v 

accordance  W"ith  such  rules  and  by-laws  as  tlie  Association  shalljirom  j 

time  to  time  adopt.  |:  . 

Art.  VIL — This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  annual,  I  ' 
or  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  by  vote  of  a  majority  of    [  ' 

the  whole  number  of  shares.  I  ; 

BY-LAWS.  l-i 

1.  — Occasional  meetings  of  the  Association  may  be  called  at  | 
the  request  of  three  members,  by  a  notice  thereof  posted  by  the  I 
Secretary,  in  t\Y0  public  places  in  town,  at  least  ten  days  befijre  | 
the  meeting.  f 

2.  — The  Treasurer  of  the  Association  shall  make  a  detailed  re-  ' 
port  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  at  each  Annual  Meeting,  or  often-  ^'^ 
er,  if  required.  / 

3.  — The  Librarian  shall  keep  a  correct  account  of  all  books  f  ' 
drawn  fi*om  the  Library,  and  shall  make  a  full  report  of  the  con-  |  ; 
dition  of  the  Li^)rary  at  each  Annual  Meeting.  ^  ; 

4.  — The  Board  of  l^irectors  shall,  at  each  Annual  iNIeeting,  make  -^'^ 
a  general  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Association.  v  * 

5.  — Transfei-s  of  stock  may  be  made  by  members,  of  which  the  |  j 
Certificate 'of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  sufficient  evidence.  ] 

G. — The  Board  of  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  purcbas^  ij 
additional  bo^>lv's  for  ih-j  Library. 

7. — The  Bor.rd  of  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  such  ar-  |i 

rangem^ents,  and  defr:iy  such  charges  aSj  in  their  opinion,  the  inter-  j';, 

csts  of  the  As:iociation  shall  rciiuire.  J/ 

■    ■  i 
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CHAPTER  XXIIL 

NATIVES  or  CORNWALL  WHO  HATE  ENTERED  THE  SEVERAL  PEOFES?- 
I0N5 — CLERGYMEN- 

As  the  birth-place  of  most  of  the  sons  of  Cornwall,  who  have 
e.itered  the  prcfes -ioi^Sj  has  already  been  designated  in  the  dcscri]!- 
tion  of  the  residences  of  their  parents,  there  will  be  occasion  only 
to  mention  the  date  of  their  birth,  ^vith  brief  allusions  to  their 
pui  snits,  or  other  incidents  in  their  history.  As  the  largest  num- 
ber have  devoted  themselves  to  the  clerical  profession.  I  place  them 
first  in  the  list,  and  for  convenience  of  reference,  place  their  names 
iu  alphabetical  order. 

MmSTERS. 

Joseph  Raphael  Andres  was  born  April  8,  1791.  Having 
completed  his  collegiate  course  at  Middlebury  in  1S12,  he  speni  the 
following  year  as  a  resident  graduate  at  Yale  College.  His  theo- 
logical studies  were  pursued,  partly  at  Andover,  and  partly  with 
Bishop  Gnsvold  of  Rhode  Island,  from  whom  he  received  Episco- 
pal ordination.  He  labored  for  a  few  years  in  difierent  localities  in 
Massachusetts,  northern  Vermont,  and  Virginia, — his  heart,  mean- 
vdiile  being  deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of  xVfrican  colonization. 
To  ihis  cause  he  at  length  devoted  his  life,  and  sailed  for  Africa  in 
January,  1821,  as  the  first  agent  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  accompanied  by  a,  colony  of  n-^groes.  lie  fell  a  victim  to 
the  climate  July  2S,  only  a  few  months  after  his  arrival.  While 
28 
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living,  Mr.  Anclres  was  held  in  iiigli  esteem  £ot  his  Christian  vir- 
tueSj  and  his  voluntarj  sacrifice  of  himself  for  the  Tveliare  of  be- 
nighted Africa  vvill  cause  him  to  be  remembered  as  one  of  he? 
most  earnest  friends.  His  rtame  will  be  repeated  ^yith  adiriiration; 
gratitude  and  love,  when  the  Gospel  shall  terminate  her  savage 
strifes,  and  stay  the  traffic  in  the  blood  of  her  children,  —  shall 
illaininatc  their  dark  abodes,,  and  transforni  them  into  safe,  and 
quiet  and  peaceful  homes  :  when  the  dwellers  on  her  plains  and  in 
her  vales  shall  &ing,  in  unison,  peans  of  thanksgiving  to  the  I^imb 
that  was  s-lain  f^r  their  redemption. 

Benjamin  Stevexs  Baxter  vras  bc-rn  Augtist  8,  1809.  He 
haSj  for  several  years,  been  located  as  pastor  at  Leon,  Wisconsin. 

Luther  Palmer  Blodget  ^vas  born  March  19,  1T83,  and  fitted 
for  College  at  the  Addison  County  Grammar  SchiX)!,  and  ^/aduated 
at  Middlebury  in  1S05.  He  studied  theology  v,  ith  .Jeremiah  At- 
-water,  D.  D.,  first  President  of  Middlebury  College^  and  with  Rev. 
Jedediah  Bushnell  of  Cornwall.  He-  was  settled  in  Rochester,  in 
this  State,  twelve  years,  as  Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  ; 
afterward  in  Jericho  for  eight  years.  Since  his  removal  from  the 
latter  place,  he  has  labored  at  Little  Falls,  at  Sherburne,  and  at 
Exeter,      Y.    His  present  residence  is  at  Cooperstown,  N.  Y. . 

Luther  G  col  year  Bingham  was  born  June  10,  1798.  He 
fitted  for  College  at  Newton  Academy,  Shoreham,  and  was  a  grad- 
uate of  Middlebury  College  in  1821.  Tlie-  following  year  he 
spent  as  a  private  tutor  in  the  family  of  Hon.  Bushrod  ^Yashington 
of  Virginia.  He  completed  his  course  of  theological  study  at  An- 
dover  in  1825,having  spent  a  part  of  the  preceding  year  as  a  Tutor 
in  Middlebury  College.  Soon  after  leaving  Andover,  he  was  set- 
tled as  Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Marietta,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  thirteen  years,  having,  durinc;  this  period,  exer- 
ted an  important  influence  in  establishing  the  CoHegiate  Institute  at 
that  place.  After  his  removal  from  Marietta,  he  resided  five  or  six 
years  in  Cincinnati,  as  agerit  of  the  "Western  Education  Society. 
He  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Williston,  in  this 
State,  from  1845  to  1851,  and  has  since  resided  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  as  a  reporter  for  the  newspaper  press. 
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^  IIiRAM  Bingham  was  lorn  in  1815,  voA  graduate^l.=  at  Miadle- 
I  (..ury  College  in  lSo9.  Having  pi;.rsued  the  usual  course  of 
study  at  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Arvlovcr,  he  was  set- 
tled as  PiTStor  of  a  ChurcU  i.a  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  While  resident 
there,  he  was  appointed  Professor  of  Chenistrr,  sad  Natural  His- 
tory in  Marietta  College.  This  office,  after  a  fo¥r  3'ears,he  resigned 
and  resumed  ministerial  labors  in  Windham,  Ohio,  where  he  still 
reiides,  occasional ly  disabled  by  a  bronchial  affection. 

Joel  S.  Bingham  was  born  in  1815.  He  entered  M'iddleburj 
College,  but  did  not  complete  his  collegiate  course.  He  was  first 
;=etxlxiag  pas  cor  at  Charlotte;  removed  thence  to  Leominster,  Mass., 
and  has  since  been  for  several  years  the  esteemed  Pastor  of  a  Church 
in  Westiield,  ]Mass,  where  he  still  continues. 

Henry  Boynton  was  boru  July  5th,  1800.  In  early  life  Mr. 
Soynton  was  apprenticed  with  Mr.  Asa  Bond  to  the  business  of 
tanning  npA  shoemaking.  Having  become  hopefully  pious,  he  com- 
i>jent3d  study  for  the  ministry.  His  theological  studies  were  pur- 
sued with  Eev.  Josiah  Hopkins  of  New  Haven,  and  he  was  licensed 
to  preach  by  the  Addison  Association.  He  first  labored  in  Bristol, 
where  he  remained  a  year  or  two.  Since  his  removal  from  Bristol, 
Le  has  never  been  installed  over  any  pastoral  charge, but  has  preach- 
ed in  several  piaiies  as  a  supply, 

D.^viD  Foot  was  born  April  13,  1813,  and  fitted  for  College  at 
Shoreham  and  Brandon  Academies.  He  completed  his  collegiate 
course  atMiddlebury  in  1S38,  and  the  following  year  was  principal 
of  the  Academy  at  Moriah,  K.  Y.;  —  was  three  years,  1840~-43, 
Pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Nassau,  N.  Y.  —  was  lour  years 
Pastor  in  Hannibal,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1747-48  vras  Pastor  of  a  new 
Church  firmed  from  the  Church  .in  Hannibal,  to  which  he  had  pre- 
viously, ministered.  He  received  a  call  to  settle  in  La  Grange,  N. 
Y.  —  preached  there  the  last  Sabbatli  in  May,  and.  died  of  brain 
hver  the  next  Thursday,  June  1st,  1848. 

Henry  Noiiman  Hudson  was  a  native  of  Cornwall,  but  the  date 
of  his  birth  I  have  no  means  of  oscortaining.  He  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Middlebuiy  in  1840,  and  was  for 
aoLie  year^:  known  as  a  lecturer  on  Shakspeare.     He  then  became 
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an  Episcopal  clergyman,  and  was  some  time  editor  of  the  X.  Y. 
Cliuichman.  published  in  the  City  of  Xew  Y^ork.  He  has  published 
Lectures  on  Shakspeare  ;  one  or  more  Sermons,  and  an  Edition  of 
Shakspeare's  works.  He  has  acquired  considerable  distinction  in 
this  department  of  editorial  labor. 

Ira  IxCtRAIiam  was  born  December  30,  1791.  He  fitted  for 
College  at  the  Addison  County  Gramro.ar  School.  After  completing 
his  collegiate  course  in  1815,  he  became  the  principal  of  an  Acad- 
emy at  Fowelton,  Georgia,  where  he  continued  three  years.  While 
taere/iie  pursued  the  study  of  theology, under  the  care  of  the  Harmony 
Presbytery  of  that  State.  Having  resigned  his  place  as  teacher  in 
Powelton,  he  returned  to  Cornwall  and  prosecuted  theological  study 
under  the  instruction  of  Rev.  Dr.  Bates  of  Middlebury  College.  In 
1820  he  became  Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Orwell, 
where  he  remained  three  years.  Prom  Orwell  he  removed  to 
Bradford,  Mass.,  where  he  was  Pastor  six  years.  Prom  1880  to 
183r>  he  was  Pastor  in  Brandon,  in  this  State.  Prom  1835  to 
1839  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Vermont  Domestic  Missionary  Soci- 
ety,still  having  his  residence  in  Brandon.  He  removed  to  Lyons.N. 
Y^.,  in  1839,  and  became  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  that 
placC;  where  he  remained  till  1848.  In  1850  he  was  appointed 
agent  of  the  Society  for  promoting  Collegiate  and  Theological  edu- 
cation at  the  West,  and  has  since  resided  at  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Amzi  Jones  graduated  at  Middlebury  College  in  1828.  After 
his  graduation,  he  was  Preceptor  of  Newton  Academy,  at  Shore- 
ham.  He  afterwards  became  a  Baptist  clergyman,  and  labored 
several  years  in  New  Hampshire.  Ovring  to  the  failure  of  big 
health,  he  resided,  for  a  considerable  period,  on  a  farm  in  Green- 
field, K.  H.  More  recently  he  has  spent  several  years  in  Cornwall 
but  has  returned  to  his  former  place  of  abode  in  New  Hampshire, 

AiiiRA  J ONESj  brother  of  the  preceding,  is  also  a  Baptist  cler- 
gyman. 'He  was  born  in  1808,  and  graduated  at  Waterville  Col- 
lege, Maine,  in  ISCH.  He  has  occupied  several  different  fields  of 
labor,  having,  however,  labored  mostly  in  Maine,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged m  secular  pursuits.  >. 

Z^BULox  Jo>-,:3,  ;i  brother  of  the  two  preceding,  born  September 
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8 J  1810.  is  a  graduate  of  >.Iiddlebury  College.  His  studies  pre- 
paratory to  entering  College,  were  pursued  at  Xcwton  Academy. 
He  ;\vas  Priueipal  of  Hancock  Academy,  N.  H.  1S36-37 :  was 
Pastor  ia  Peterboro',  I^.  H,,  1889-43  ;  and  at  Hampton  Falls,  N. 
IL,  from  1843-52.  He  now  resides  in  Cornwall.  Vy'liile  at  Hamp- 
ton Falls,  he  was  also  Principal  of  Rockingham  Academy,  In 
1850,  he  was  appointed  Commissioner  of  Common  Schools  for  Rock- 
ingham CoantY,  and  elected  President  of  the  New  Hampshire 
"Rnn)-(1  of  Education. 

Joel  HaPvVey  L:^N:5LY,  D.  1).,  was  born  July  15,  1 790.  He 
fitted  for  College  under  the  instruction  of  Rev.  Jedcdiah  Bushnell, 
and  at  Addison  County  Crammar  School.  After  his  graduation  at 
Middlebury  College  in  1811,  he  taught  one  year  in  Windsor.  He 
the  a  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  r)avid  Edraond,  Esq.,  of 
Yergennes  ;  was  two  years  Tutor  in  Middlebury  College.  After 
re3'*gning  this  ofiice,  he  completed  the  study  of  his  profession  v"ith 
Hon.  Peter  Starr,  of  Middleburyj  and  was  admitted  lo  the  bar.  He 
now  formed  a  business  partnership  with  Mr.  Starr,  and  practiced 
bis  profession  till  1821.  But  legal  practice  was  not  in  accordance 
witii  his  tastes,  and  he  felt  constrained  to  devote  himself  to  the 
ministry.  As  preparatory  to  his  work  ho  pursued  the  study  of 
theology  about  two  years  at  Middlebury  and  at  Andover.  Having 
spent  a  year  in  Missionary  labors  at  the  South,  he  became  the 
Pastor  of  the  South  Congregational  Church  in  H:irtford.  Conn., 
v»"here  he  remained  eight  years,  wdien  he  was  dismissed  and  speedily 
installed  Pastor  of  Park  Street  Church,  J^oston.  After  a  residence 
of  three  years  in  Boston,  he  was  elected  President  of  Marietta 
College,  Ohio.  This  office  he  resigned  in  1S4G,  having  discharged 
it3  duties  ten  years,  and  resumed  liis  favorite  labors — those  of  the 
ministry.  Since  1840,  he  has  been  Pastor  of  the  Second  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Greenwich,  Conn.  He  received  the  degree  of 
D.  D.  in  1837,  His  lectures  to  the  ^diddle  Aged,  published  while 
he  resided  at  Hartford,  and  several  subsequent  works  have  been 
well  appreciated  by  the  community. 

Joel  LixNSLY,  a  nephew  of  the  preceding,  was  born  in  1828. 
His  classical  studies  were  pursued  at  Hamilton  College,  and  his 
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tbeoiogical,  at  the  Union  Seminary  New  York,  Mr.  Linsly  ha:- 
preaCi  cd  as  a  Liceneiat-s,  but  Yflietbcr  he  has  received  ordination  I 
huve  not  learned. 

Hiram  Mead  vras  bom  Maj  .10,  1827,  and  giaduated  at 
Middlcburj  Colh^go,  vrith  the  class  of  1850,  his  preparatory  studies 
having  been  pursued  at  Burr  Seminary,  Llanchestor.  After  finish- 
ing his  collegiate  course,  he  was  employed  two  years,  as  a  teacher 
at  Flashing  Jrstitutc,  Long  Island,  and .  was  then  two  or  three 
years  Tutor  in  ?\IidJicbury  College.  His  course  of  theological  study 
f»f  Ar.rioT^.-.^  ^.c  c:n;^.Ltcd  with  ihe  class  of  1857,  and  was  soon  af- 
ter seitkd  Pastor  of  tiie  Congregational  Church  at  South  Ilad- 
ley,  Mass.,  where  he  still  remains. 

Charles  Marsh  Mead,  brother  of  the  preceding, was  born  Jan. 
28,  1837.  He  fitted  f:)r  College  mostly  at  Flushing  Institute,  L,  I., 
and  graduated  at  Mi^idiGbury  with  the  class  of  1856.  He  was  eni- 
ploj^ed  two  years  as  teaclier  of  Languages  in  Phillips  Academy, 
Andover ;  was  then  Tutor  iu  Middlebury  College  two  years,  and 
lias  pursued  the  usual  course  of  theological  study  at  Andover. 
He  has  preached  as  a  Liconciate,  but  has  not  been  ordained. 

Ammi  J.  Pakker  was  born,  in  1802,  but  removed  with  his  father, 
Dea.j  afterward  licv.  Javaes  Parker,  to  the  nortli  part  of  the 
State.  He  early  entered  the  ministry,  and  has  devoted  his  life  to 
arduous  and  seli-sacrlficing  missionary  labors  among  tbe  "new  set- 
tlements" m  Canada  East,  making  Shipton  his  place  of  abode. 

Ltma¥  B.  Peet  was  born  March  1st,  1809.  He  graduated  at 
Middlebury  with  the  cliiss  of  183G  ;  passed  through  the  usual 
oourse  of  study  at  the  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  and  be- 
came a  missionary  of  the  American  Eo;).rd  of  Commissioners  for 
Foreign"  Mission^,  after  having  served  two  years  as  a  financial 
agent  of  that  body.  Mr.  Peet  was  first  located  at  Eankok,  Siara, 
from  which  mission  he  was  soon  transferred  to  China,  and  has  for 
snany  years  had  his  residence  at  Fuh  Chau.  Some  three  or  four 
years  since,  he  viii^:-d  this  country  to  .;e-uro  for  his  rootherless 
children  a  home,  Viildi  liad  been  kindly  tendered  by  a  Christian 
family.  Having  thus  availed  hi m.3olf  of  the  provision  providen- 
tially made  for  his  children,  and  seen  them  established  in  their  new 
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I  ome,  he  married  a  lady  from  Massachusetts,  and  returned  to  his 
orieTital  abode  and  labors. 

FvEUBEN  Post,  J).,  wds  born  Jan.  17, 1T02,  and  graduated  at 
MiddUjury  College  in  1814.  The  year  following  he  was  the- 
Principal  of  the  Addison  County  Grammar  School.  In  the  autumn 
of  1815,  he  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  and 
liaviiig  completed  the  usual  course- of  professional  study  at  that  in^ 
siitution,  v{txs.  in  1818,  installed  Pastor  of  the  first  Presbyterian^ 
CL^.^h  the  City  cf  Washington,  where  he  continued  until  1836, 
'  riiciat^'ng,  also,  a  part  of  the  time,  as  Chaplain  to  Congress.  Ilav- 
iag  resigned  his  charge  in  Washington  in  18r;6-,  he  removed  to 
Ciiarleston,  S.  C.  and  became  Pastor  of  the-  Independent  Congre^ 
gaiional  Church  in  that  city,  where  he  lemained  till  his  death  in 
1859.  The  characteristics  of  Dr.  Post,  as  a  man,  were  gentleness, 
kindness  and  prudence~as  a  Christian,  simplicity,  guilelessness  and 
f  delity — as  a  minister,  discretion  and  singleness  of  devotion  to  his 
work-  His  reading  in  the  pulpit,  especially  his  reading  of  hymns^ 
was  rarely  surpassed.  The  late  John  Quincy  Adams,  whose  ofScial 
duties  led  him  to  spend  mo&t  of  his  time  in  Washington,  chose  Dr. 
Post  as  his  Pastor,  and  was  a  constant  attendant  on  his  ministry. 
No  other  clergyman,  probably,  has  for  so  long  a  period  and  with  so 
great  acceptance,  filled  any  one  pulpit  at  Washington. 

From  a  discourse  preached  at  the  funeral  of  Dr.  Post,  by  the 
Kev.  J.  L.  Kirkpatrick;  D.  I).,  I  borrow  scleral  extracts,  which 
will  show  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  those  among  whom 
his  labors  were  performed,  during  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
before  his  decease.  The  sermon  was  based  on  the  Acts  xi:24.  For 
he  icas  a  good  man  and  full  c(f  tJte  J  My  GhoiU  and  &f  faiths 
After  some  comments,  the  preacher  proceeds  : 

Dr.  Post  was  a  o:ood  man.  In  any  sense  of  the  words  admissible ; 
in  the  sense  in  which  they  were  applied  by  Divine  inspiration  to 
Earnabos — by  the  testimony  of  all  whom  i  have  ever  heard  speak 
of  him,  of  t;ie  pious  and  the  religious,  of  those  wdio  were  the  long- 
est acquainted  with  his  worth,  and  of  those  who  had  the  sh'ghtest 
knowledge  of  his  manner  of  life,  he  stood  accredited  before  the 
Chur'^b  and  the  world,  as  a  man  of  piety — a  man  who  sought  dili- 
gently and  scrupulously  to  discharge  his  obligations  to  God  and  his 
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fellow-men.  His  infirmities  and  his  faults, whatever  they  were, weitj  'l 
all  such  as  compoited  with  purity  of  life,  honesty  of  purpose,  kind-  \ 
liness  of  heart,  and  devotion  to  duty.  I  suppose  it  to  have  beeii  J 
im[)0ssible  for  any  one  to  pass  a  half  hour  in  his  company,  in  any  of  [ 
the  various  positi(..ns  in  which  ho  was  to  be  found,  %yithout  receiving  I 
this  impression  of  his  character.  There  was  an  efHuence  from  his  i 
very  countenance  that,  with  the  accuracy  and  almost  the  rapidity  | 
of  the  sunbeam  which  science  has  taught  us  to  render  tributary  to  | 
the  purposes  of  art  and  of  affection,  imprinted  upon  the  rainds  of  ; 
all  coming  within  its  scope,  an  image  of  moral  beauty  that  none  I 
could  mistake.  Some  might  say  it  Vfas  of  nature,  some  of  grace,  | 
otners  of  both  :  but  ail  recognized  its  features,  and  few  could  resist  | 
its  power.  .  | 

Tliere  was  a  nice  sense  of  justice,  inducing  a  careful  exactness  f 
in  rendering  to  all  tlieir  dues:  It  may  have  been  thought  that  in  j 
that  respect  he  was  needlessly  fastidious.  But  he  belonged  to  that  \ 
class  of  men,  of  whom  some  still  remain,  who  think  they  cannot  be  I 
too  particular  in  dc  'ng  right.  ITo  remembered  the  injunction  of  1 
the  Apostle,  '  Proviilc  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men  and 
adopted  as  a  m^ixiti.  those  weighty  words  of  our  Lord,  '  lie  that  is 
faithful  in  thai  which  is  least.,  is  faithful  also  in  much  :  and  he  that 
is  unjust  in  the  least,  is  unjust  also  in  much.' 

There,  too.  was  kindness.  Its  law  was  in  his  heart,  its  light  was 
reflected  from  his  eyes,  and  its  accents  flowed  from  his  lips.  You 
would  iiot  hesitate  t  )  tell  him  all  your  troubles.  The  child,  guided 
by  that  instinct  which  teaches  the  inexperienced  where  to  seek  for 
sympathy,  would  recite  to  him  the  story  of  its  grief,  without  tim.- 
idity  or  reservation. 

There,  also,  v.  as  irue  henevohnce  ;  not  that  merely  which  ex- 
pends itself  in  words  of  condolence  and  tears  of  sympathy,  grateful 
and  valuable  as  they  often  are,  but  that  which  joined  to  these  sym- 
bols of  charity,  the  helping  hand.  *  *  *  That  he  was  discreet 
in  selecting  the  objects  of  his  charity,  is  what  we  would  expect  from 
otlier  elements  of  his  character.  Profuse  he  could  not  be,  from  ne- 
cessity ;  in  iisci-inn'nate  he  vrould  not  be,  on  principle. 

In  his  fimily  relations,  Dr.  I'ost's  character  shone  with  peculiar 
lustre.  No  child  or  servant  was  neglected;  but  each  was  duly  in- 
structed, restrained,  guided  or  comforted,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  each. 

TJr.  Post  wa  ;  a  sound,  cvangc-iical. earnest  preacher.  In  the  range 
of  his  speculations  he  may  not  ha>e  swept  as  wide  a  circuit,  nor 
admitted  into  his  public  ministrations  as  many  recondite  and  curious 
topics  as  some  otliers.  Ho  may  not  have  sought  to  embellish  his 
discourses  with  as  many  of  the  spoils  gathered  from  tlie  explorations 
of  sciouce,  the  £ekU-  of  polite  literature,  or  the-  distant  regions  in 
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'■vhich  the  imagination  loves  to  dwell.  Tlie  earnest  manner  with 
wliich  l.e  was  wont  to  enforce  tlie  lessons-  of  the  pulpit,  was  not 
;that  which  the  orator  is  taught  in  his  books  to  cultivate  as  a  means 
of  success  in  his  art.  It  was  the  genuine,  spontaneous,  unstudied, 
iricpu  O^ssible  utterance  of  his  profound  confidence  in  the  doctrines 
^vhich  he  proclaimed,  and  of  his  intense  desire  for  the  salvation  of 
the  souls  committed  to  his  charge.  You  might  strive  to  persuade 
yourself  that  it  was  not  called  for  by  the  exigencies  of  jour  con- 
ditioa:  you  rnigh':  strive  to  resist  being  disturbed  in  your  quietude, 
or  moved  from  your  apathy  by  its  force,  but  you  could  not  withhold 
your  testimony  from  the  sincerity  of  the  preacher  ;  and  when  the 
sound  of  that  eai  iic-sL  pleading  voice  died  in  your  ear,  if  you.  had 
no  otiiar  tribrte  to  pay,  you  were  compelled  to  say  :  '  There  is  a 
;,'ood  man,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith,'  thoroughly  convinced 
ia  his  own  mind,  believing  and  therefore  speaking,  persuading 
men  because  he  knew  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  ;  that  if  beside  himself, 
or  seeming  so  at  any  time  in  the  urgency  of  his  appeals,  it  is  to 
Uod,  or  if  sober,  it  is  for  our  sakes ;  because  in  all  the  love  of  Christ 
constraineth  him. 

Although  occupying  from  a  very  early  period  of  his  ministry, 
positions  where  lie  was  exposed  to  the  temptations  which,  alas,  so 
many  find  themselves  unable  to  withstand,  to  seek  to  please  men, 
rather  than  to  study  to  be  approved  unto  God  in  the  manner  of 
dispensing  the  Gospel,  I  suppose  I  may  safely  challenge  any  man 
to  aflirm  that  he  ever  witnessed  in  your  Pastor  an  eifjrt  to  display 
his  ov^'u  powers  in  order  to  win  the  applause  of  th.e  multitude. 
Preaching  with  him  was  a  serious  business.  It  was  no  matter  of 
enterrainment.  of  agreeable  pastime,  of  harmless  diversion ;  nor  yet 
an  it\strum.cnt  meiely  of  social  cultivation,  for  the  rt'tlnement  of  the 
taste  of  individuals,  and  the  better  promotion  of  public  decorum,  but 
a  divinely  ordained  agency  for  the  specific  ends  of  subjugating  the 
rebellious  soul  to  the  authority  of  God,  recovering  the  lost  soul 
through  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus,  restoring  the  dead  soul  to 
life  and  povrer  of  holiness  and  salvation :  and  by  these  blessed  re- 
sults of  glorifying  God  in  the  Gospel  of  His  Son.  Hence,  he  was 
oarn'-.st ;  hence,  he  dwelt  so  frequently  and  urgently  upon  the  great 
themes  of  repentance  toward  God  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
~  It  was  a  sublime  and  affecting  spectacle  to  behold  him  when 
he  was  entitled,  if  ever  a  man  was  entitled  on  the  score  of  long  and 
f  litliful  service,  to  repose  amidst  the  garnered  fruits  of  his  labors, 
still  toiling  on,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  not  asking  nor  accept- 
iug  release,  nor  even  utturing  a  word  of  complaint  at  the  weight  of 
his  burdens?  Such  an  example  of  unremitted  exertions,  patient 
crdumnce,  and  quenchless  devotion  to  his  covenanted  duties,  is  of 
priccl  .  53  value  to  to  his  ye  anger  brethcrn  of  the  Ministry,  and  to 
29 
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every  Christian  who  clesirea  to  persevere  in  well-cloing,  faithM  to  ] 
the  end.    You  ^vili  fiod  s\ich  an  example  onlv  among  the  servaTius  I 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  their  ranks,  only  among  those  in  ivhoin  |,. 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  d>ve]Ls  in  most  affluent  fullness.  | 
lie  shrank  from  notoriety — notoriety  lyhich  has  vanity  as  its  I 
source,  and  self^glory  as  its  aim.    Neither  in  person  nor  throu;:;h  I 
friends  subsidized  for  the  purpose,  vras  he  ever  known  to  solicit  ap-  | 
pointments  \vhich  -would  lift  him  up  to  the  public  gaze.    You  never  I 
saw  bis  name  or  his  deeds  in  the  public  gazettes,  or  if  there,  it  was  \ 
not  by  his  coimivance  and  approbation.    He  had  net  by  a  sacrile-  | 
gious  tampering  Yfi lb  ]j is  jiidgcment  and  conscience,  reduced  them  I 
to  thnt  st;itr^  o^"  rno^-al  oblicpaity  when  one  is  no  longer  able  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  right  hand,  self,  and  the  left  hand,  GchI,  but 
is  eerily  persuaded  that  whatever  tends  to  the  advancement  of  the 
former,  must  of  necessity  contribute  to  the  glory  of  the  latter.  He 
shrank;  I  say,  from  all  such  notoriety.    He  vras  modest,  difiidcBt 
and  humble.    Some  will  doubtless  say  he  erred  in  this  respect ; 
tliat  mor'^  self-con lidonce  would  have  added  to  his  energy  of  charac- 
ter, that  less  retiring  ho  v/ould  have  would  have  exerted  a  wider 
influence.    I  do  nui  know  how  this  would  have  been  :  but  I  must 
confess  to  a  high  admiration  of  the  qualities  here  mentioned,  they 
seem  so  redolent  of  tlio  spirit  that  breathed  through  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount :  tliey  are  such  appropriate  and  beautiful  elements  in  the 
character  of  one  vrhom  we  h)ve  to  think  of  as  'a  good  man,  full  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith.* 

Martin  M.  Post,  a  nei/hew  of  the  preceding,  was  born  Dec.  3j 
1805.  He  graduated  nt  Middlebury  College  in  1826,  and  having 
p^assed  tl*roug;i  Ins  theological  course  at  Andoyer,  was  immediately 
settled  at  Logansport,  Indiana,  wh^ie  he  still  remains,  engaged  in 
humble  and  unobtrusive  lrd)-v,  as  Pastor  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Church. 
Since  1S40,  he  has  al.-o  been  Principal  of  Logansport  Seminary. 

DanIlL  IloCKWKLL  was  born  about  ITcSS.  In  early  life  he 
enjoyed  only  ordinary  advantages  for  education,  and  w^as,  till 
middle  agj.  employed  in  secular  pursuits.  Thus  late  in  life  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  theology,  with  the  hope  of  rendering  himself 
more  useful.  He  was  flrjt  settled  in  Morristown  in  this  State,  vrhere 
he  labored  fbr  several  year^. 

Orson  R-jckwell,  brotiier  of  the  above  was  born  in  1810.  He 
completed  his  collegiate  coui-s;;  and  received  his  degree  with  the  class 
of  18-34.    .A  fter  Ids  graduation,  he  spent  two  years  in  teaching  an 
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'  Academy  in  ConiL, — spent  the  next  year  in  study  at  the 

Theological  Seminary  a,t  Xew  Haven: — became  a  Baptist  clergy- 
jaan  and  preached  a  short  time  :  was  then,  for  a  brief  period,  Secro- 
■,iry  of  the  Xew  England  S.  S.  Union  ; — was  a  teacher  in  Mobile, 
Alabama,  1838-40  :  in  Brandon- 1840-11  :  in  Salem,  Mass.  1811 
— ±3  was  employed  in  Howard  College,  Marion,  Ala.,  one  year  ;  a 
teacher  in  Cahaba,  Ala.,  1845-48;  then  became  a  teacher  in  Kich- 
luonJ;  All.;  where  Le  was  in  1850.  :  His  present  residence  lam 
unable  to  name. 

ASHLEY  Samson  was  born  May  2,  1819,  and  graduated  at  Mid- 
dlabur^^,  '  vith  the  class  of  183G.  He  passed  through  the  prescribed 
course  of  study  at  the  Theological  Bt;minary,  at  Andover,  and, 
liaving  received  ordination  as  aii  evangelist,  in  1839  became  an 
agent  of  the  ^lassachusetts  Sabbath  School  Society,  to  labor  in  IMis- 
soiui.  While  thus  engagL-d  he  died  suddenly  of  fever  at  Fayette, 
r'dissouri,  Oct.  15,  1840.  In  the  language  of  his  aged  father  at  the 
I  •me — '-he  died  as  every  soldier  of  the  Cross  should  die,  with  his 
harness  on.''    His  work  though  brief  was  well  done, 

Ezra  Scoyel  was  born  in  1798.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Middle- 
bury  College  witli  the  class  of  18?2.  After  his  graduation  he  was 
Editor  of  a  Eeligious  New-^paper,  in  Wilmington.  Delaware.  At 
the  close  of  his  editorial  career,  he  became  Preceptor  of  the  Acad- 
iiiij  at  Pover,  in  that  State,  where  he  continued  about  a  year,  and 
then  commenced  theological  study  at  Andover.  There  he  con- 
tinued nearly  through  the  prescribed  course,  but  before  its  comple- 
tion, was  settled  as  Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Pittsfield, 
K.  H.,  where  he  continued  tvfo  years.  He  afterwards  labored  in 
several  places ;  vras,  for  a  number  of  years,  Pastor  of  a  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Mexico,  N.  Y.,  and  is  at  present  laboring  in  West  New- 
ark in  that  >tate. 

Miles  Pov.  ell  Squier,  D.  D.,  was  born  in  1791.  He  gradu- 
ated at  Middlebury  in  1811,  and  at  Andover  in  1814.  He  was 
several  years  I'a.ttor  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  Buffalo,  Is. 
Y.,  and  then  for  a  considerable  period  was  Secretary  of  the  Geneva 
Agency  of  the  American  Home  ^Missionary  Society.  Since  1>^50 
he  b-::;  be  :n  Professor  of  Mental  and  Moral  Science  in  Beloit  College, 


240  niSTORY  OF  CORNWALL.  | 

Wisconsin.  He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Mid-  | 
dlobury  College.  \ 

Lucius  L.  Tildex  was  born  in  iSov.  1802,  and  completed  his  ^ 
collegiate  course  st  Middleburj  in  1823.  He  pursued  Theological  f 
study  at  Axidover  in  l<S25-26  ;  was  Pastor  of  the  Congregational  I 
Church  at  West  Kutland,  1830"39j  and  was  several  jetxYs  Princi-  | 
pal  of  the  Middlebury  Female  Seminary.  He  aftervrards  resided  I 
on  a  farm  in  Cornwall  until  1851,  in  the  meantime  supplying  the 
pulpit  of  the  Co'ngregational  church  for  several  months  after  the 
r«^Tri 0 VP  1  of  Mr.  MagilL  Li  1851,  he  became  cashier  of.  the  White 
Kiver  Bank  at  Bethel,  and  subsequently  held  the  same  office  in  a 
Bank  at  Royalton.  He  was  was  Secretary  of  the  Corporation  of 
Middlebury  College  from  1843  to  1851 ;  and  was  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools  for  Addison  County,  1846-48.  He  has  re- 
cently been  appointed  assistant  Librarian  to  Congress. 

IIyman  a.  Wilder  was  born  in  Cornwall,  but  I  have  not  the 
means  of  determining,  with  precision,  the  date  of  his  birth.  It 
"was  probably  about  1827  or  1828.  Mr.  Wilder  was  a  graduate  of 
Hamilton  College,  and  having  pursued  a  course  of  Theological 
study,  he  has  for  many  years,  with  a  measure  of  self-denial  and 
Christ.'an  zeal,  creditable  alike  to  himself  and  to  his  native  town, 
devoted  himself  to  Missionary  labor  among  the  Zulus  of  South 
Africa. 

To  the  preceding  list  it  is  proper  to  add  the  names  of  several 
clergymen,  who,  though  not  born  in  Cornwall,  were  here  in 
childhood,  except  the  second  one  named. 

Elihu  B.  Baxter  was  born  in  1789,  in  Tolland^  Conn.:  came 
to  Cornwall  in  early  life,  and  when  young,  hopefully  experienced 
relij?ion  and  joined  the  Concrre^rational  Church.  Without  havin^^ 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education,  he  first  became  a 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  denomination,  but  after  a  few  years, 
returned  to  the  Congregational  church  and  received  approbation  as 
one  of  its  preachers.  Viewing  himself  as  peculiarly  suited  to 
itinerant  Survicc,  he  labored  in  several  localities  ;  but  with  failing 
health,  has  for  a  considerable  period  resided  at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin. 

Ja:>ie3  Parker,  from  Say  brook,  Conn,,  had  been  much  engaged 
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la  teaching  xmtil  1804,  when  he  conimenced  preacbing,  and  -^yas 
cruained  to  the  miniitrv.  In  this  employment,  he  labored  with 
-rcat  zeal  and  efSciencj  until  his  death,  v,hich  occurred  in  1827, 
-it  Tn-y,  "'v^t.  He  had,  for  several  years,  discharged  vrith  much 
LiithfulnesSj  the  oHice  of  Peacon  in  the  Congregational  Church, 
;uid  was  one  of  those  who,  in  the  language  of  the  Apostle,  having 
"used  the  oiSiee  of  a  deacon  vv'ell,  purchase  to  themselves  a  good 
''.-■  -ree,  and  irreat  holdnoss  in  the  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus." 

o      <  •  o 

Ebenezer  Peck  Sperry  was  born  in  Kew  Haven,  Conn.,  June 
:>  1TS5,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Corn v/all  in  1788.  He 
-,.;:vl-.iated  iit  I\"iddl/oury  College  in  1805,  and  pursued  Theological 
5tudy  at  Andover,  partly  in  the  family  of  Rev.  Jonathan  French j 
ri?ul  partly  at  the  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  several  years 
1  .'otor-cf  the  Congregational  Church  at  Dunstable,  K.  II.,  after 
vhi*:b  he  was  settled  at  Wenham,  Mass.,  near  a  Cjuarter  of  a  century. 
A.rtcr  his  dismission  from  Wenham,  he  officiated  for  a  time  as  Chap- 
hiin  of  the  city  R-jformatory  Institutions  at  South  Boston,  and  in 
1S44  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  labored  in  different  localities,  till 
his  decease  in  1853.  Mr.  Sperry  proved  himself  a  faithful  preach- 
er, a  serious,  d':;vout  0;nd  consciencious  man  in  all  the,  relations  of 
life. 

Silas  Lamb  was  born  about  1790,  but  the  place  of  his  nativity 
I  have  been  un:\hle  with  certainty  to  determine.  It  was  probably 
Hancock  or  Rochester.  He  was  engaged  in  secular  pursuits  until 
he  reached  middle  age,  when  he  commenced  the  study  of  theology, 
and  entered  the  ministry.  He  labored  for  short  periods  in  various 
localities.  Daring  the  childhood  of  the  writer,  Mr.  Lamb  was  re- 
markable for  his  habits  of  somnambulism.  It  used  to  be  said  of  him, 
that  i^  he  had  been  intensely  engaged  about  any  employment  du- 
ring the  day,  so  as  to  become  fatigued,  he  was  sure  to  attempt  to  be 
simiLirly  employed  during  the  night — that  he  would  start  on  a  jour- 
ney, while  overpowered  with  sleep,  and  proceed  for  miles  before 
ii'.v;iking  to  consciousness. 

George  C.  Y.  Eastman  was  born  in  Bristol  July  27, 1807,  and 
with  his  father  removed  to  Cornwall  in  early  youth,  and  was  a  res- 
ideui  here  Jurirj;-  his  ;.ollegiate  course.     He  graduated  at  Middle- 
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bury  in  1829  ;  stiidied  theology  with  Rt.  Roy.  Benj,  T,  Oaderaouk,  " 
D.  D.,  01  Ne?^'  York  Ciij,  and  became  an  Episcopal  clergymari.  - 
He  has  preached  in  Sa}-brook  and  Litcbnold,  Conn.,  in  Eocliester,  I 
2S .  H..  in  Bangor  J  Maim;,  and  in  other  places. 

Joel  Giikent,  son  of  Elder  Green,  was  born  probably  in  AVal-  ^ 
lingibrd,  Tt.,  a  few  years  beifjre  his  father's  removal  to  Cornwall  | 
His  study  of  theology  was  pursued  Tfith  his  father.     His  labors  an 
a  preacher  v;ero  performed  in  several  localities. 

Ly:.!AN  iviATTHEWS  was  born  in  Middlebury,  May  12,  1801; 
removed  with  hi^  parents  to  Cornwall  in  1S99,  and  graduated  at 
Middlebury  College  in  the  class  of  1822.  He  taught  in  1822-23 
in  the  academy  at  Powelton,  Ga.  ;  in  Wilmington,  Del,  1823-24- 
and  in  Newark,  X.  J.,  1821-25  ;  was  a  member  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Andover,  1825--28,  and  the  follovring  year  was  an  agent; 
of  the  American  Education  Society,  He  was  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational Churcli  in  South  Braintree,Mas5  ,  froai  1830  to  ISlldjut 
owing  to  the  faihire  of  his  health,  relinquished  his  pastoral  charge 
in  1814,  and  lias  since  resided  on  a  farm  in  Cornvrall.  He  edited 
the  Lectures  on  Elocpaence  and  Style  of  the  late .  Ebenezer  Porter, 
D.  D.,  of  Andover  Tiieological  Seminary,  which  were  published  in 
1836,  and  tlic  year  fbllor,ing,  publish-d  a  Memoir  of  Dr.  Porter. 
A  sermon  on  Seif-Control,  preached  by  him  before  the  Auxiliary 
Education  Society  of  Xorfoll:  County,  Mass.,  Yvas  published  by 
order  of  the  Society. 

Jeiiial  K.  Wright  was  born  in  Addison  Aug.  15,  1801.  With- 
out acquiring  a  collegiate  education,  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
Baptist  denomination  in  1829.  Buriug  this .  and  the  following 
year  he  preached  mostly  to  the  church  of  >Hew  Haven  and  Wey- 
bridge,  when  he  removed  to  Cornwall  and  supplied  the  Baptist 
church  in  1S31-32,  receiving  orilination  the  latter  year.  Eleven 
years  preceding  May  18G1.  he  supplied  the  church  in  Bridporc, 
residing  meanwhile  upon  his  farm  in  Cornwall,  and  superintending 
its  mana)?em.ent. 
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,  CHAPTER  XXIV. 

rArfVESOF  CORNWALL  WHO  HAVE  EJ^TERED  THE  PROFESSIOXS— 

LAWYERS. 

Chauxcy  /Vbcot  Yfas  born  Sept.  16,  1815,  and  received  his  first 
.  ,  ec  lit  jilidulcbury  College  in  183T.  He  was  employed  as  a 
ir',Ate  tutor  in  V^arrea  Coimtj,  Ya.,  1837— 38 ;  pursued 
".  studies  mill  Pkinelias  Smith  Esq.  of  Eutland  from  1838  to 
1  ^  1 1 :  was  engaged  in  professional  practice  at  W^innebago,  Wiscon- 
:  t'.vo  years,  and  then  removed  lo  Tvladifton  in  the  same  State. 
i-U,"  has  been  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin. 

^*'[TJ,ia:vI  11.  B.'XTEK  was  a  graduate  of  Williams  Colletre  about 
i  ^"  J  or  '57.    liavi'ig  aci;|uired  his  profession,  and  been  admitted 

la*:-  bur,  he  established  himself  in  legal  practice  at  Chaskaj  Carver 
^'    'Jy.  Minnesota,  where  he  still  resides. 

1. 1  T{U-:a  L.  B-\x'rcR.  without  huving  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a 

■  '  d  •.■•lucatijii,  pursued  the  study  of  law  in  the  of&ce  of  the  iate 

■  ■ Dx'k^vith,  E.-M.,  ot'Middlebury,  and  became  settled  in  Wis- 
-.1.  and  afierw  a\ls  at  Chaska,  Carver  County,  Minnesota.  He 

it  presetit  a  captain  in  the  ^linnesota  Home  Guards,  and  stationed 
\:  >>ne  of  the  f^rts  on  the  border  of  the  State. 
i-in:.:r     S.  Bushnell  was  born  in  1801,  and  was  graduated 
Mid  ilvbiiry  in  16'yj.    Having  completed  the  study  of  his  pro- 
!i,  1...  .jmmonct.']  its  practice  in  p  u'taership  vath  the  late  Hon. 
1  vUT  .'rr.uT  of  Middlobury,  and  was  afterward  connected  in  profess- 
t'U:;incs?  with  the  lute  Edward  D.  Barber.    Ho  was  for  many 
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years  Kegisicr  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Addison,  and  still  re- 
sides in  Middlebury. 

MiLO  D.  Cook'  va^  born  June  3,  1819.    He  was  a  member  of ' 
the  class  which  graduated  at  Middiebury  in  1842.    Ke  was  foi  i 
several  years  engaged  in  teaching,  having  been  thus  employed  in 
Moriah,       Y. ;  at  Liberty  Corners,  N.  Y.,  and  at  H'enderson.  Ill 
His  present  residence  is  Gcilesburgh,  Illinois,  where  lie  is  engage*! 
in  the  legal  profession,  and  is  a  city  magistrate. 

jAiiES  Mabsh  Douglass  was  a  graduate  of  Middiebury  College 
iu  the  class  of  18-38.  After  his  graduation  he  spent  several  years 
in  teaching;  in  South  Carolina,  and  in  Lexington,  Kentucky.  He 
afterward  became  a  lawyer,  and  settled  in  Brunswick,  Missouri ; 
where  he  still  resides,  engaged  also  in  mercantile  business. 

Hox.  Solomon  Foot,  L.  L.  D.,  was  born  ITov.  19,  1802,  his 
birth-place  having  been  separated  from  chat  of  the  late  Governor 
Slade  only  by  the  highway.  His  father.  Dr.  Solomon  Foot,  of 
whom  a  biographical  slietch  will  be  found  on  another  page,  removed 
to  West  Rutland  in  IS 04.  By  his  decease,  in  1811.  young  Foot 
was  left  at  an  early  ago  to  the 'care  of  a  kind  and  judicious  mother, 
under  whose  training  his  aspirations  for  usefulness  and  influence 
were  early  developed. 

When  about  fourteen  years  of  age.  he  resided  for  a  short  time  in 
the  family  of  Mr.  xVsa  Bond  of  this  town,  who  relates  the  following 
incident,  which,  as  it  is  both  amusing  and  characteristic,  may  inter- 
est the  reader : 

One  spring  morning  Mr.  Bond  sent  young  Foot  into  the  field 
with  his  team,  to  ''drag"  in  some  seed  v.hich  had  been  sowed  the 
evening  previous.  About  the  middle  of  the  forenoon,  he  went  out 
to  see  what  progress  he  was  making,  and  a,s  he  carae  in  sight  of  the 
fi  jld,  discovered  the  team  standing  without  a  driver.  Supposing 
him  to  be  absent  after  water,  he  waited  until  he  had  ample  time  to 
return,  and  then  commenced  a  search  for  him.  At  length  he  found 
him  in  a  corner  of  the  ferico  lying  flat  upon  his  back,  on  the  grass. 
"  Sol,''  said  he.  whac  eve  you  doing  here  ?"  SoL  replied,  am 
thinking  what  I  shall  say  when  I  get  to  be  a  member  of  Congress." 

''Coming  evcnto  cast  their  shadi/v^-s  berore/' 


|;  HISIOnY  OZ  COHNWALL.  245 

I  lie  ^^radiuitcd  at  Middloburj  College  in  182n.  and  immediately 
^ocaine  t/tc  P^-eOi^ptor  oi'  C.ist'  .Hou  Acadeuiv.     Afcer  a  yeo.r  spent 
|u  this  service,  he  was  Tutor  in  tic  University  of  Vermont  during 
'l|h<)  (Vlle-'.e  \car  of  He  then  returned  to  Coritletou  and 

fcci-uiaed  the  instruction  of  the  Academy.  The  summer  of  1S29  he 
felcvotcd.  '(vitii  his  w^ontod  cneriry  to  re-establibl- '  "'^  the  institution  ou' 
fi^  }  :':.\Acv  basis,  and  to  erecting  the  spacious  and  imposing  edifice, 
Nviiich  has  since  been  an  oriianviit  to  tliat  beautiful  vilhige,  and  a 
^^■rredit  to  the  State.  He  contiaued  the  Principal  of  the  Institution 
tSol,  officiating  meanvviiilo  as  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy 
'ill  l''o  Vcrv.  mi  ic:  dei  ty  of  rdedicine. 

Vfhih';  engaged  in  teaching,  he  also  pursued  legal  studies,  and 
v,),r't).  resigned  his  connection  with  Gastleton  Seminary  in  1831, 
"was  adici.vod  to  the  bar  and  established  himself  in  professional 
practice  at  Rutland,  wiiich  has  since  beer,  his  residence.  As  ear- 
W  h^".3  lie  Y,-^-  called  by  the  people  of  Tiutland  to  represent  them 
iu  tiai  btate  Leg.  'atuie,  and  was  re-elected  to  this  office  in  'oD, 
*'J7,  -88  and  '47,  and  the  three  years  last  named  wiis  Speaker  of 
tliat  body.  In  the  year  1880,  he  .  was  also  a  member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention. 

In  1S32,  even  befn-e  ho  had  been  crdled  by  his  fellow-citizens  to 
act  as  a  legislator,  he  participated  efiectively,  though  perhaps  ,^dth- 
out  U-s  b^iiig  gene^'cJly  knovvn,  in  a  political  meeting  held  at  Mont- 
peliur  in  October  of  that  year,  to  secure  the  election  of  Henry 
Clay  to  the  Presidency.  The  Address  fraught  with  fcrcilde  argu- 
ment, and  urgent  appeals  to  the  patriotism  of  the  freemen  of  Ycr- 
mont,  was  the  production  of  Jiis  pen.  lie  also  prepared  a  Memorial 
and  Kesoiutions. which  were  adopted  by  a  meeting  very  numerously 
attei-ded  at  Rutland,  February,  1834,  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing the  derangements  of  the  currency  then  prevailing ;  of  disap- 
proving the  assaults  at  that  period  made  by  the  existing  administra- 
tion upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of  advocating  its 
DUj)pvi't  and  a  continuance  on  its  behalf  of  public  confidence  and 
favor. 

From  1836  to  1842,  IMr.  Foot  wns  State's  Attorney  for  Rutland 
Co  .lily.    In  1842  be  was  chosen  Representative  in  Congress,  and 
30 
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filled  the  station  the  four  subsequent  years.     In  this  station  Lis  ; 
capacity  as  a  legislator,  which  haJ  already  been  apparent  in  tbe  v 
Legislative  Councils  of  this  Commonwealth,  was  soon  appreciated  ^ 
by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  by  the  country.     Though  always  con-  \ 
servative  in  his  political  views  txsfi  action,  he  was  ever  the  fearless  ^ 
advocate  of  right,  in  the  management  of  our  domestic  afiairs,  and  \ 
in  our  intercourse  with  other  nations.     "While  he  would  defend  the  | 
honor  of  his  country  against  every  menace  or  eucroachment  of  ar-  ; 
bitrary  power,  he  advocated  no  less  decidedly  a  spirit  of  conciliation^  | 
-syhicb,  iii  unimportant  matters,  would  make  reasonable  concessions  : 
for  peace.    In  the  exercise  o-f  this  spirit,  he  discountertanced  th?  | 
cleiiant  tone  of  certain  members  of  Congress  in  reference  to  the  C 
question  v^hich  aro^e  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  re-  ; 
specting  the  Oregon  boundary.     While  some  gentlemen  urged  I 
eiitreme  claims  at  the  hazard  of  war,  our  representative  with  ear-  | 
rjestness  counseled  forbearance,  conciliation,  and  careful  investigation  \ 

of  the  iustiee  of  our  deraands.  I 

I- 

"Mr.  Chairman,''  said  Mr.  Foot;  '-I  would  yield  much  to  tho  } 
spirit  of  peace  and  harmony;  and  if  the  sword  must  be  drawn,  let  | 
it  be  done  in  a  just  an  1  necessary  war  ;  let  it  be  in  defence  of  the 
invaded  ligLts  and  lionor  of  tlie  country.  And  when  that  crisis 
comes,  if  come  it  must,  it  will  be  met  by  the  x\merican  people  with 
one  voice  and  with  one  heart.  If  war  be  brought  upon  us  by  the 
rash  and  reckless  counsels  of  those  whom  the  people  have  placed  in 
the  highest  seats  of  power,  while  they  will  be  held  to  a  fearful 
account  before  tlie  supreme  appellate  tribunal  of  public  sentiment, 
our  talismanic  watchword  will  still  be  —  'our  countr}^  our  whole 
country,  and  nothing  but  our  country.^ 

Something  has  been  said,  *in  the  progress  of  this  debate,  of  the 
Ciiivalry  of  the  South  ;  something  has  been  said  of  the  valor  of  the 
West.  I  choose  rather  to  say,  of  all  the  peofvle  of  this  nation — ■ 
wdiether  they  reside  in  the  Ea^t  or  the  West,  whether  their  lot  be 
cast  upo.n  the  sunny  savannahs  of  the  South,  or  among  tiie  'old 
gray  mountains'  of  tiie  North  —  that  in  such  a  crisis,  they  will  all 
be  generous  and  patriotic. 

V/hile  otl'.er  geiitlemeu  have  been  so  eloquent  in  the  vindication 
and,  praises  uf  'dieir  own  constituents,  and  the  people  of  their  own 
sections  and  State-.  I  trust  1  may  be  pardoned  the  indulgence  of  a 
passing  reference  to  those  whom  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  rep- 
resent  here.    I  am  one  of  bat  four  members  upon  this  floor,  from  a. 
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smal [.unpretending  border  State  ;  a  State,  ^vliich,  in  some  respcctSj 
c-ccapies  but  a  subordinate  |>05ition  in  the  Federal  Union;  a  State, 
r."Vorthcless,  whicii  holds  wiihin  its  borders  a  pteople.  whose  habits 
industry,  whose  general  intelligence,  ^vhose  indornitabie  onergj 
eharacter,  whose  devotion  to  the  Union  and  the  consiitutioc.  and 
v.h.'se  attachment  to  the  princirtles  of  civil  and  religious  freedom, 
unsurpassed  bj  those  of  anj  other  State  or  nation.  They  n^iay 
be  less  forvrard  than  others  in  sounding  their  own  praises,  or  in 
v  irin^ing  tlieir  own  patriotism,  yet  the  sons  of  the  American  Swit- 
zerland Vv-ill  never  be  deaf  nor  back?^"ai'd  to  their  country's  call  in 
any  and  every  emergency.  Much  as  they  love  the  peace  and  quiefc 
of  liieir  mountain  hou.es,  wlien  the  day  of  trial  and  of  conflict  shall 
come,  I  pledge  you.  upon  the  authority  of  one  whoso  days  have  all 
been  passed  among  them,  and  who *knows" fall  well  their  spirit  and 
their  valor,  that  they  will  be  there,  the  first  and  foremost  in  the 
contest,  with  ''their  backs  to  the  field,  and  their  feet  to  the  foe." 
They  Y>djo  inherit  the  blood  and  the  spirit  of  the  heroes  of  Benning- 
ton and  Ticonderoga,  will  be  there.  Other  xillens,  an^I  Starkes, 
and  Lees,  and  Warners,  will  be  there,  to  cheer  and  to  lead  her  gal- 
lant sons  to  the  rescue  ;  and  in  the  face  of  danger  and  of  death, 
"upon  the  green  graves  of  their  sires,''  will  testify  to  tlie  world 
ho'vv  niiicii  there  yet  remains  of  that  daring  that  knows  not  fear  ;  of 
that  patriotism  thai  knows  not  section  or  party  :  of  that  spirit 
wiiich  knows  no  seiTitude,  and  submits  to  no  wrong.  The  people 
i'l  Vermont,  and  i  am  proud  to  say  it,  are  the  descendants  of  the 
pilgrim  stock.  Our  fathers  sleep  upon  naany  a  battle-field  of  the 
revolution.  We  claim  kindred  with  those  who  fought  and  fell  at 
Concord,  and  Lexington,  and  Bunker  Hill.  And  if  mj  honorable 
frientls  here  from  Mas^acliusetts  will  allow  me  to  assert  a  participa- 
tion of  the  honor,  we  claim  kindred  witli  those  whose  migL'ty  voices 
first  ,awoke  the  echoes  of  fi'eedom  within  the  ancient  \\-d\h  of 
i'aneuil  Hall;  with  those  who  bore  no  subordinate  part  in  laying 
deep  and  strong  the  foundations  of  this  Republic.  Ask  me  not 
wliere  such  a  people  will  be  found  in  the  day  of  their  country's 
need."' 

To  the  Mexican  war,  "Mr,  Foot  was  opposed  from  principle,  re- 
garding it  as  unnecessary  and,  consequently,  as  indefensible:  and  in 
a  speech  delivered  in  the  House  of  Kepresentativcs  July  16,  184G, 
■iVith  a  directness  and  fearlessness  which  won  the  admiration  of  his 
constituents,  and  of  the  friends  of  political  fairness  and  justico 
throughout  the  country,  he  exposed  the  machinations  of  those  who 
wcft^ -concerned  in  its  inception,  and  the  subterfuges  by  wdiich  its 
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advocatco  attempted  to  justitj  and  sustain  it.     Upon  the  President  ; 
himself.  Mr.  Foot  clu.rges  the  chief  responsible  agency  in,  orig-  ^ 
inating  this  \yarj  ordering,  by  a  stretch  of  arbitrary  power,  a  de-  ■ 
tachnient  of  tuo  army  to  invade  territory  of  which  Mexico  had  ever 
been  iu  nndispiued  possession.     The  declaration  of  the  President 
a^ter  collision  had  been  effected,  that  '-'war  exists  ^vith  Mexico,  not- 
withstanding  all  our  eiibrts  to  avoid  it,"'  Mr.  Foot  declares  -'would 
have  l;een  more  correct  if  he  had  said  that  war  exists  by  my  acts,and 
in  consequence  of  my  successful  efforts  to  provoke  it."    From  the 
ucror.ction  uf  Tur.  Foot/s  speech  on  the  Origin  and  Causes  of  the 
Mexican  "Wa';,  I  cite  a  few  impressive  remarks. 

"War,  Mr,  Chairman,  with  all  its  train  of  evils — war  with  Mex- 
ico, or  with  England,  or  vdth  all  the  powers  of  the  earth  besides, 
h  not  so  much  to  be  fenied  by  the  American  people,  as  an  Execu- 
tive war  upo  I  the  gn  at  Charter  of  our  Liberties.  If  tiie  liber- 
ties 0^'  ihis  cnunt)-y  arc  destined  ever  to  be  overthrovm,  it  will  be 
by  tl  e  ..rm  o^  no  foreign  foe.  That  work  of  desecration  is  in  re- 
serve !br  the  ruthlesb  h;;nd  of  some  domestic  despot.  Guard  well 
this  bulwark  of  freedom  from  domestic  invasion  and  violence :  when 
once  it  falls,  it  falls  to  be  rais^'d  no  more.  These  massive  walls, 
and  these  solid  columns  vvhich  surround  us,  may  crumble  to  the 
ground,  but  the  hand  of  art  may  rcpliice  then).  The  devouring  fire 
mivy  lay  in  ashes  your  stately  cities  and  your  beau:'  'il  towns,  but 
the  energies  of  a  free  and  migh.ty  people  may  rebuix.i  them.  The 
Siroc's  blast  may  s^/eep  over  this  land,  leaving  its  broad  surface  a 
Llanl-:  and  eiesolate  wn  ite,  but  another  returning  season  with  its 
showers  and  its  sun-l.ii.e,  may  revive  its  fruits  and  fiowcro.  But 
when  som.o  ambitious  leader,  some  "'eyeless  giant,''  starting  from 
the  '•  "Stagnant  pool  of  despotism,"  shall  find  a  guide  to  place  his 
hand  upon  the  piilars  of  your  Constitution,  ond  bring  down  to  the 
dust  tliis  proudest  and  noblest  fabric  of  liuman  wisdom  the  world 
has  ever  seen,  who  shall  again  restore  it  in  its  fair  proportions  of 
beauty  and  o^'  gran'Ieur  ?" 

On  a  subsennent  occasion,  February  10th,  1847,  in  another 
speech  in  the  House  of  llepresentatives,  on  the  Character  and  Ob- 
jects of  the  Mexican  >',\.t,  Mr,  Foot  took  occasion  indignantly  to 
rebuke  the  fl.igrant  intimation  of  Presidmt  Polk,  that  those  meni- 
bers  of  Congress  who  presumed  to  disapprove  and  censure  tae 
measures  of  the  Administration  in  relation  to  the  War,  were  guilty 
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l^r  con3tru(?tive  treason,  as  aftbrding  aid  and  comfort  to  toe  enemy, 
iln  tlie  exordium  of  this  speech,  -which  is  devoted  particularly  to 
f  this  charge  of  the  President,  Mr.  Foot  remarked : 

n  It  is  my  fortune  to  be  of  the  number  of  those  who  maintain 
ftbat  the  war  in  whicii  the  country  is  now  engaged  with  Mexico, 
■  might  and  ought  to  have  been  avoided  ;  and  that,  if  wise  and  con- 
siderate counsels  had  prevailed  in  the  Executive  department  of  our 
Government,  it  wonbl  have  been  avoided.  I  hold  that  it  was  un- 
necessaiy  for  the  redress  of  any  wrongs  we  may  have  suixered,  or 
f?^  the-  assertion  of  any  rights  which  may  have  been  infringed.— 
Most  of  all  was  it  unnecessary  lor  the  vindication  of  our  national 
III  nor.  I  believe  that  all  our  differences  with  Mexico,  whether  in 
relation  to  the  question  of  boundary,  or  in  relation  to  the  question 
of  indemnity  for  spoliations,  might  have  been  satisfactorily  and 
honorably  settled  without  a  resort  to  arms.  I  assert,  moreover,  and 
challenge  hivestigation  of  the  truth  of  the  assertion,  that  this  war 
resaltud,  not  from  the  act  of  Mexico,  but  from  the  unauthorized 
and  unconstitutional  acts  of  our  own  Executive  Government.  Tlieso 
are  my  own  deliberate  and  settled  opinions,  the  irresistable  convic- 
tioub  of  my  own  judgment,  after  the  most  careful  and  thorough 
examination  of  the  subject,  and  therefore  I  hesitate  not  to  decliire 
them.  I  do  not  forget  that  the  expression  of  sentiments  or  opinions 
like  these  has  been  charged  in  high  quarters  and  in  low  cjuarters,  as 
treason  to  the  country,  couched  in  the  equivalent  language  of  the 
Constitution,  as  giving  "'aid  and  comfort"'  io  the  enemy.  1  remem- 
ber that  an  honorable  gentlem.an  from  2sew  York,  who  addressed 
the  House  yesterday,  assumed  to  administer  a  rebuke  to  those  on 
tliis-side  of  the  Hall,  who  choose  to  take  exception  to  the  accusa- 
tion, and  to  admonish  us  that  v^e  should  show  a  better  spirit  tiian 
to  indulge  in  wh-at  he  is  pleased  to  call  an  ''abuse  of  the  President,'' 
by  repelling  and  denouncing  the  charge.  I  admire  the  honorable 
member's  kmd  dispositions,  but  I  must  reject  his  counsels.  beo:i.usc 
they  inculcate  a  spirit  of  servility  utterly  abhorrent  to  all  my  sen- 
timents of  personal  hi  dependence. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  made  it  the  duty  of 
the  President  to  lay  ]»eforc  Congress  an  expose  of  the  state  and 
condition  of  public  affairs,  foreign  and  domestic,  and  to  recomnifiid 
such  action  as  in  his  judgment  shall  best  advance  the  public  we.-iL 
Put,  where  is  it  mad:  iiis  duty,  in  his  official  comruunications  with 
the  national  logi-lature,  to  impugn  the  motives  of  those  who  may 
chance  io  entertain  r-nd  express  views  counter  to  his  own,  upon  a 
gt^at  national  question  which  concerns  and  agitates  the  country? 
Where  does  he  find  authority  or  precedent  for  sending  into  these 
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legislative  halls  a  bulletlD  of  denunciation  against  any  portion  of 
.the  American  people,  or  their  representatives. >vho  may  have  fortTiCfl  ; 
and  expressed  opinions  not  in  conformity  with  such  as  he  profe.-ses  i 
to  entertain,  in  relation  to  the  origin,  the  justice,  or  the  necessity 
of  the  war  in  \vh2ch  the  country  is  involved,  and  whose  life-blood  : 
is  flowing  in  its  prosecation  ?  -  ; 

When  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  llepublic  shall  become  so  far  ' 
.unmindful  of  the  dignity  and  proprieties  of  bis  station,  when  ho  i 
shall  so  fir  disregard  the  ordinary  courtesies  and  decorum  which  ^ 
belong  to  the  official  nitercourse  of  one  department  of  the  Govern-  ; 
ment  with  another,  as  to  assume  tlie  character  of  a  volunteer  accu-  | 
set  of  any  portion  of  his  fellov^-citizens  with  a  hostile  intent  *^ 
rigainst  their  own  Government,  and  with   aiding  and  abetting  the. 
pu'olic  eiiemy,  and  for  no  other  cause  than  that  they  have  intelli- 
gence to  form,  and  independence  to  speak,  their  opinions  upon  a 
momentous  and  vital  question  of  public  interest,  how  shall  the  au- 
dacious insult  be  met  ?  ■    How  ought  it  to  be  treated  ?    Shall  it  be 
received  with  silent  and  trembling  submission  ?   Shall  it  be  received 
with  acquiescence,  or  even  with  gracious  words  of  remonstrance  ? 
Or  shall  it  not  rather  be  met  with  that  prompt  and  bold  r^jbuke, 
with  that  s<':j:)rnful  defiance  wdiich  alone  becomes  the  action  and  the 
character  of  freeborn  men,  determined  yet  to  be  free  ? 

hen  the  spirit  of  dictation,  or  of  despotism,  shall  become  arro- 
gant and  bold  enough  to  lift  its  frowning  foi^m  in  these  Halls,  con- 
secrated to  liberty  and  free  debate,  and  to  demand  submissive  obe- 
dience to  the  high  behests  of  power  upon  the  peril  of  Executive 
wrath,  even  though  it  utter  its  denunciations  with  forked  and  fiery 
.tongue,  if  freemen  would  not  basely  surrender  all  that  is  worth 
living  for,  and  all  that  is  worth  dying  tor,  they  must  meet  the 
rnons^ter  at  the  threshhold ;  and,  without  stopping  to  calculate  the 
•dangers  ef  the  coniiict,  they  must  cast  cut  the  unwelcome  and  in- 
dolent intruder  at  once  and  forever  from  their  presence.  It  has 
teen  said,  that  '-eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  freedom."'  I  will 
superadd,  that  eternal  resistance  to  the  incipient  and  insidious  en- 
croachraents  of  power  is  the  only  guaranty  of  public  liberty. 

It  is  the  first  time,  and  I  trust  it  may  be  the  last  time,  tiiat  the 
PresidcDL  of  the  United  States  shall  deem  it  in  the  line  of  his  offi- 
cial duty,  or  among  his  official  prerogatives,  to  charge,  either  di- 
rectly or  by  implication,  the  crime  of  treason  against  their  country, 
upon  any  portion  of  his  constituency,  for  the  exercise  of  a  privilege 
guaranti.;.d  to  every  Auicrican  citizen  by  the  Constitution  under 
wluch  we  live.  Such  a  ch.irgf^,  emanating  from  some  humbler 
source,  coming  from  some  iriespuosible  libeller,  from  some  common 
reviier,.  from  some  hireling  minion  of  the  court,  from  some  pot-house 
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Pilacliguanl,  might  be  pressed  by  unnoticed.      The  lowness  of  its 

(c'rigin  would  sliield  its  autbor  from  the  notice  of  contempt.  Biit„ 
iiriuniiiiting  in  the  source  it  did.  and  coming  in  the  form  and  manner 
it  ha.-  come,  dissenv'nated  as  it  bus  been  through  the  length  and  the 
hreadih  of  the  countn',  and  reiterated  as  it  Iras  been,  and  now  is, 
through  all  the  organs  of  detraction  and  calumnj;  froni  the  hiighicst 
to  the  lowest,  it  rises  to  the  importance,  at  least,  €»f  claiuiirig  frora 
I  all  inde[>erH.lent  and  honorable  men  a  united  response  of  universal 
•  ;i  id  nii-jiialiiied  renrobation.  The  obvious  purpose  of  the  charge 
I  hao  been  signallj  defeated,  and  he  wiio  made  it  mistook  the  char- 
^  at^ter  and  temper  of  the  American  people. 

I     Sir,  this  is  nothing  les*  than  an  authoritative  attempt,  on  the 
I  part  ci  your  Preskient,  to- awe  the  people  into  silence  where  they 
I  (.annoi  approve  the  acts  of  the  Administration  in  relation  to  the  ^var 
t  in  \shich  they  have  involved  the  country.     But.  the  attempt  has 
r  l.>een  most  signally  reproved  by  it,s  most  signal  failure.    It  will  not 
^  ho  likely  to  be  repeated.     It  will  form  no  paragraph  in  another 
I   Presidential  message.     It  has  not  stifled  the  freedom  of  debate. 
I  it  has  not  silenced  the  voice  of  a  free  press,  nor  yet  the  voice  of  a 
|i  f  -ee  people.     It  has-  not  suppressed  the  deep-toned  inutterings  of 
[,  popular  complaint  and  indignation  against  the  conduct  i€  your  Ad- 
ninistration.     You  might  as  well  attempt  to  hush  the-  thunders  &i 
\-  i!^iagara's  roar.     YoU  might  as  well  whisper  to  the  troubled  ocean 
;    ^"  be  still,"'  Tvhen  lashed  to  fury  by  the  storm.    The  popular  judg- 
I   merit  is  again-ifc  the  Administration,  and  against  its  whole  system  of 
'    policy,  and  he  is  a  poor  reader  of  the  ''signs  of  the  times,'''  who 
'    does  not  so  interpret  them.     The  sentence  of  public  condemnation 
has  been  pronounced  upon  it,  more  decisive  and  more  emphatic,  in- 
deed, than  has  ever  before  been-  visited  upon  any  administration  of 
this  Government  thus  early  in  its  career.     Its  doom  is  already 
sealed.     It  is  written  out  in  characters  of  glaring  light,  no  less 
palpable,  and  no  less  portentous,  thaa.the  ''j.ne/ie  tekel  ypharsiit,^'' 
upon  the  palace  wall  of  the  Rvby Ionian  m.onarch.    "  Let  him  that 
thinketh  he  standeth,  take-  heed  lest  he  fall,'' 

In  the  course  of  his  argum^ent,  Mr.  Foot  makes  it  too  apparent 
10  be  doubted,  despite  the  crafty  pretences  of  the  Administration, 
that  the  primary  and  sole  object  of  the  war,  involving  the  sacrifice 
of  national  treasure  and  blood  and  honor,  was  the  acquisition  of 
irrrilori/Aylikh  has  proved,  as  it  was  foreseen  it  would. and  is  likely 
to  prove,  the  course  of  protracteil,  perhaps  enditsss,  contention  and 
discord. 

•^Mr.  Chairman,  my  opposition  to  taking  any  territory  from  Me.i- 
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jco  arisoSj  not  more  fro!n  tlie  consideration  of  its  iDjiistico  to  licr, 
tlian  because  I  believe  k  vfould  prove  a  curse,  and  not  a  bJessinf?^  t.> 
oui*  O'lVn  country.  And  this,  after  all,  is  the  paramount  and  aii- 
jmportant  consideration  growing  out  of  the  v/iiol.e  question  of  th- 
Mexican  war.  However  ja;>t  you  may  claim  the  war  with  her  to  be, an.! 
however  just  that  in  any  peacefnl  arrangement  she  should  indemnify 
us  for  its  expenses,  in  whole  or  in  part,  it  would  be  inilrdtelj  bettor 
for  U5  to  yield  it  all,  than  to  receive  as  an  indemnity  that  which  in 
reality  would  prove  to  be  a  h«ane  to  us.  What  idiotic  madness,  then 
is  it  to  vragea  wai"  lov  tr.e  conquest  of  possessions  vyhich,  if  granted 
to  us  pe;icerVt.lly  and  gmtuitoiisly, /would  forever  rest  upon  the  heart 
of  tuiri  nation  like  tiie  incubus  of  death.  The  acquisition  of  terri- 
tory from  iviexico,  upon  whatever  terms,  of  peace  or  of  wai-,  would 
forever  be  a  source  of  contention  and  strife  with  us,  if  not,  sooner 
or  later,  fatal  to  the  inte^.:rity  of  the  Union  itself  This  Hall  has 
already  v»'itnessed  the  forebodings  of  those  evils,  which  arc  sure  to 
come  of  the  accession  of  new  territory,  in  the  excited  discussion 
and  wrangling  which  hv.s  ai-isen  in  relation  to  the  division  of  the 
expected  acrpiisitions.  You  are  despoilirig  a  neighboring  Republic 
of  its  possessions,  and  yet,  before  the  prize  is  in  your  grasp,  while 
yon.  are  yet  in  hot  purniit,  and  panting  in  the  cho.se.  you  are  war- 
ring among  yourselves  about  the  ultimate  condition  upon  wdiich  your 
anticipated  com;prests  shall  be  incorporated  into  this  Government, 
and  the  pledge  upon  either  side  is  nothing  less  than  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union.  Yuu  are  rushing  headlong  and  blindfold  upon  appalling 
dangers,  hchre  which  the  stout  heart  shrinks,  and  brave  men  turn 
pale.  You  are  rekindling  the  slumbering  iires  of  a  volcano,  which, 
whenever  tliey  i^hall  l>iu*it  forth,  will  consume  all  the  plain. 
Heaven  forefjnd,  thj.t  the  happiness  and  the  hopes  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  freemen  shall  ];c  made  the  sport  and  the  sacrifice  of  a  mis- 
erable am'.)ition  for  territorial  aggrandizcraent.  The  only  guaranty 
of  our  safety  and  salvation  is,  to  keep  the  sliip  of  state  from  the 
rock  upon  v,  hich  our  unskilful  pilots  are  fast  driving  it.  Take  no 
territory  from  Mexico,  cither  hj  treaty  or  by  conquestj  and  you 
will  have  no  strife  about  the  conditions  of  its  annexation. 

Sir,  1  am  opposed  to  takirjg  one  foot  of  territory  from  Mexico, 
either  by  force  or  by  consent;  or  upon  any  condition,  whether  bond 
or  free,  \vith  slavery  or  without  slavery.  And  let  rne  warn  the 
people  of  the  North  not  to  deceive  themselves,  nor  be  deceived, with 
the  i'lea  th-..t  the  territory  we  may  acquire  from  Mexico  will  remain 
free  territory.  2V nd  iel  me  tell  ihem,  in  all  frankness,  that,  let  us 
atUich  wlsat  conditions  wo  may^  to  its  ac(iuisilion,  incorporate  into 
these  preHminary  acts  as  laany  "  Wilmot  provisoes  "  as  v^'e  please, 
thej  will  be  of  no  ]>racticai  avail  in  the  end,  and  will  not  be  rc- 
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g;irded  or  treated  as  of  any  binding  obligation  upon  future  legisla- 
tive or  treaty  action  upon  the  subject.  And  let  me  tell  tbem.  fur- 
tlicrniore,  that,  with  the  Texas  lesiion  before  them,  the  only  guar- 
uiiteo  upon  v,  hich  tiiey  can  rely  against  the  indefinite  extension  of 
slave  territory  is  to  take  none  at  all. 

March  4,  1851,  ■Sir,  Eoot  took  bis  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Senate,  to  which  place  he  was  elected  by  the  Genei^al 
Assembly  of  Vermont,  at  their  session  the  previous  October.  As 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  so  in  the  Senate,  he  has  ever  ap~ 
peared  the  advocate  of  humanity  and  justice,  wdiether  in  relation  to 
the  people  of  our  own  land,  or  to  foreign  nations.  At  an  early 
period  in  his  senatorial  career,  he  advocated,  witb  much  zeal,  an 
appropriation  of  public  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent  Insane 
oi"  the  country,  and  when  under  his  stirring  appeals  a  bill  to  this 
efil-ct  had  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  been  vetoed  by  Pres. 
Pierce,  ou  the  ground  of  unconstitutionaliij^  IMr,  Foot,  May  od, 
ai:d  again  May  olst,  1854,  delivered  speeches,  in  which  he  passed 
lUjder  scathing  review,  not  only  the  logic  of  the  President,  but  the 
goRCi-al  policy  of  the  existing  administration.  After  an  ehiborate 
and  able  defence  of  the  bill,  and  refutatiun  of  the  reasons  assigned 
for  the  veto,  Mr.  Foot  expressed  his  expectation  tliat  the  veto  would 
be  sustained  by  the  party  then  in  power.         Millions."  said  he, 

for  speculation  and  monopoly, — not  a  dollar  for  benevolence  and 
huraanity,  is  the  practical  maxim  v^diicli  rules  in  the  liigh  places  of 
power  in  this  our  day.-'  On  this  subject  Mr.  Foot  has  exhibited 
himself  before  his  native  State,  and  before  the  country,  as  a 
statesman  of  enlarged  Christian  sentini'jnts,  who  would  ameliorate 
the  sufferings  of  the  unforiunate,  as  well  as  augment  the  wealth 
and  power  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Foot  opposed  the  admission'of  Ivansas  under  the  Lecompton 
Constitution,  on  the  ground  of  the  monstrous  injustice  of  attempt- 
ing to  force  upon  an  oppressed  people,  a  constitution,  laws  and 
rulers,  all  the  objects  of  their  abhorrence.  Says  one  who  listened 
to  his  speech  ca  this  subject : 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Vermont,  who  aims  at  effect  and  popularity  as 
little  as  any  man  in  Congress,  and  yet  produces  the  one  and  wins 
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the  other  vrhenever  Le  cbooses  to  throw  his  power  and  resources  in-  • 
to  a  discussion,  signalized  himself  by  a  speech  vrhich  is  dertinod  t:  , 
be  read  Trith  interest  Jind  irnpression  T;hereyer  inanlj  seritiiiiera,- 
and  the  vindicatioii  of  truth  and  justice  are  respected.     lie  did  rso;  . 
attempt  to  reiterate  exhausted  details,  or  to  reconstruct  threadbare  ;  : 
ar'^aments  of  constitutioDal  doctrine,  but.  creneralizinf^  the  whol-:  ; 
question  upon  the  basis  of  established  flicts,  to  present  it  to  public  : 
intelligence  and  fairness,  in  such  lights  that  every  strong  point  stood  \  • 
out  likv  the  foregvonnd  coloring  of  a  roassive  picture.     His  chain-  •  ; 
pionship  of  the  persecnted  fioeincn  in  Kansas,  who  iiad  been  pvir-  j  : 
sued  almost  ^vith  that  bloodhound  scent  v/hich  had  tracked  the  In-  I  \ 
dians  on  tiieir  native  everglades,  and  were  stigniatized  as  rebels  for  I 
daring  to  assert  their  rif^bts,  proiluced  a  thrill  of  delight  thro-jgli  f  \ 
the  chamber.     So,  said  he,  were  the  men  of  the  Eevolution  de-  /  , 
nbunced,  and  so  will  others  be  v/ho  resist  tyranny  in  any  form,  or  {  \ 
despodsm  luider  the  narae  of  Democracy.    For  his  part,  he  gloried  \  ' 
m  snch  rebellion,  and  gave  his  heoriy  God-speed  to  those  wlio  were  ; 
ensiacyed  in  the  work  of  breahin'2;  the  bonda";e  which  an  odious  Ad- 
ministration  hud  sought  to  impose.     In  reviewing  that  part  of  the  ; 
President's  Message  which  elairaed  to  vindicate  the  Leoomptm 
Constitution  on  the  pretense  that  the  question  of  slavery  liad  been  . 
submitted  to  tlio  people,  he  held  up  the  deception  in  such  terms  ;  : 
and  with  such  striking  clearness  as  to  carry  t!3e  deepest  conviction  V  : 
to  every  impaninil  nrnd.    A]to:!;etlier,  it  was  a  grand  speech,  deliv-  n 
"erod  with  "the  impressive  v.tteranoe  and  manner  and  dignity' which  V- 
so  much  distinguish  this  Senator,  and  with  a  proud  port,  too,  that  /: 
made  Senators  on  the  other  side  feel  the  force  of  his  searching  I 
exposures.  r  • 

Of  his  advocacy  of  justice  for  its  own  sake,  wo  have  interesting  , 

illustrations  in  Jiis  able  speeches  in  support  of  the     Florida  Claims  | 

bill,"  in  18C0,  and  njore  recently  in  defence  of  Mr.  M'elles,  Sec-  ; 

retary  of  the  Navy,  against  the  aspersions  cast  upon  hirn  in  consc-  t 

quence  of  his  measures  for  the  increase  of  the  U.  S.  navy.   Though  |  : 

the  Secretary  rniglit  not  have  been  infallible  under  the  unprece-  l.i 

dented  pressure  thrown  upon  him  by  the  state  of  the  country,  Mr.  fe 

Foot  demanded  for  him  the  confidence  of  »lie  nation  as  a  man  of  If 

honest  intentions,  and  as  a  faithful  public  officer.  p 

la  dS37.  0^  Chmrm.an  of  a  Corimittee  to  prepare  a  memorial  1' 

respecting  the  life  and  character  of  the  late  Samuel  Prentiss,  Judge  |:, 

of  the  U.  S.  District  Court  for  this  State,  Mr.  Foot  reported  scv-  ft 

erul  resolutions  which  he  fdlowed  with  impressive  remarks,  setting  I 
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'  %  forth  the  high  qualities  of  the  niau  a3  a  Magistratej  a  statesmanj  a 
I  popular  representative  in  the  State  and  national  Legislatures,  as  a 
I  citizen  and  a  member  of  the  domestic  circle. 

I     To  un  iavitatiou  to  a  public  meeting  in  Philadelphiaj  June  15, 
I  1858,  "  ibr  the  proraotioa  of  American  productions  and  American 
^  labor,-'  Mr.  Foot  responded  in  a  speech  of  great  pertinency  and 
power.    He  closed  bj  saying  :  ■ 

Tiiis  question  of  ]/r'_ftection  to  ATnerican  products  and  to 
American  labor."'  must  and  will,  henceforth,  constitute  a  large 
r/i;ink  in  your  political  platforms.  And  this  may  be  done  without 
at  "^il  dem  oting  from,  or  lessening  the  consideration  and  importonce 
ol,  otl.er  gieat  and  vital  Cjuestions.  Upon  this  plank  T\"e  can  all 
sumd,  whether  Republicans,  or  Americans,  or  independent  Demo- 
crats, No  man  can  in  truth  s^iy  there  is  anything  narrovv  or  local 
or  sectional  in  it.  It  is  as  broad,  and  as  comprehensive,  as  the  fle- 
p"'bl]c  itse-L  and  embraces  all  interests  and  all  sections.  Upon  this 
quesiK  U  h^jnest  and  patriotic  men  of  all  parties  and  from  all  sec- 
ti-'^as  can  unite.  Upon  this  question,  Vermont  and  Kentucky  caa 
otuad  side  by  side,  as  in  daj'^s  gone  by,  vrhen  we  stood  shoulder  to 
"shoulder,  doing  battle  for  this  American  doctrine  under  the  lead  of 
''gaHant  old  Harry  Clay."'  Upon  this  question  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  can  strike  hands  and  stand  united  as  in  1840  and  in  1848, 
doing  valiant  battle  for  the  cause  of  Americnu  labor  and  of  Amer- 
ican enterprise  and  of  i.lraericari  genius.  Go  on  then  fellow-citizens 
of  Pennsylvania  in  this  great  movement  which  you  have  so  aus- 
piciously begun  ;  and  feel  assured  that  brighter  days  and  brighter 
h  .pc;  sha'l  break  upon  tiie  hearts  of  tlic  great  American  masses 
wno  earn  iheir  daily  breaci  by  their  daily  toil.  Go  on  vdth  this 
great  movement ;  and  when  the  nation  shall  have  gathered  its 
strength  for  the  mighty  conflict  in  behalf  of  home  productions 
and  home  labor,"  and  when  the  battles  shall  have  been  fought,  vic- 
tory will  sit  proudly  upon  your  banner :  your  hearts  and  your 
hopes  shall  be  cheered  by  the  davvuing  of  a  brighter  day  ;  and 
American  legislation  shall  once  more  respond  to  the  demands  of 
American  labor.'' 

In  1859,  Mr.  Foot  entered,  with  a  degree  of  interest  which  con- 
trasted favorably  with  the  manoeuvring  or  indifference  of  many 
r:;jn;lors,  into  the  sul>jcct  of  the  cai)ture  of  William  Walker  and 
his  piratical  companions  in  Nicaragua.  In  a  special  message  in 
relation  to  this  transaction,  President  Buciiunan  hadi  declared  that 
C.-pt.  Paulding  had  exceeded  bis  instructions  and  powers,  though 
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deserving  tlie  credit  of  honest  and  patriotic  intentions.    The  Senate  i  [ 
Committee  on  Foreiga  rCelations,  bad  reported  resolutions  enibodj-  ? 
ing  the  views  of  the  President,  for  -^vbich  our  Senator  presented  a  1 

substitute,  as  ^b]Io^vs :  |  ; 

"  That  the  arrest  of  Williain  Walker  and  bis  followers,  on  the  J  ) 

shores  of  Kicaragiia,  vrds  made  for  ber  benefit,  and  in  pursuance  |  ; 

of  her  consent,  then  rightfully  presumed  and  since  thaiikfullj  exr  | 

pressed  ;  that  it  prevented  the  carrying  on  of  an  unlawful  and  for-  *  I 

bidden  invasion  of  that  country;  that  it  was  justified  by  the  orders  > 

and  instructions  given  by  the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  >  ; 
United  States  :  and  that  Flag  Officer  Hiram*  Paulding,  v<-ho  made 

that  arrest,  performed  a  meritorious  act,  as  well  as  an  official  duty,  s 

and  ]3  eminently  entitled  to  the  approval  and  commendation  of  his  !.  \ 

country."  f'; 

In  his  remarks  upon  this  substitute,  Mr.  Foot  discussed  veith  | 
Tiiuch  discriiQinationj  not  only  the  act  of  Capt.  Paulding,  but  the 
Yaccillating,  crafty  and  inconsistent  policy  of  our  Government,  , 
■whose  actions  often  contrasted  strangely  y^kli  their  avowals  of  pri^^. 
ciple — favoring  instead  of  discountenancing  fillibustering.  Ver- 
mont, by  the  fearless  course  of  her  Senator,  is  exonerated  from  all  ? 
participation  in,  or  sympathy  with  the  disgraceful  scheniiing  of  I 
those  at  that  time  in  power.  i 

An  act  in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to  the  generosity  of  Mr. 
Foot,  and  to  his  interest  in  the  legal  profession  in  Vermont,  was  I 
the  donation,  in  1859,  of  his  extensive  professional  library,  num-  J 
bering  more  than  five  thousand  voluraes,  to  the  bar  of  the  United  i 
States  Circuit  and  District  Courts  in  this  State.  .  The  act  was  ap-  | 
propriately  acknowledged  in  the  several  resolutions  which  follow  :  | 

Resolved,  That  this  Bar  gratefully  accept  the  valuable  Library  f 
offered  by  the  Hon.  Solomon  Foot,  f.>r  the  use  of  the  United  States  1 
Courts  in  Vermont,  and  of  the  Bar  practicing  therein,  and  under-  | 
take  Lhe  task  of  preserving  and  administering  the  gift  in -a  manner  \ 
appropriate  to  its  value  and  to  the  generosity  of  the  giver.  j 

Resolved,  That  tlie  sincere  thanks  of  the  Bar  be  presented  to 
Mr.  Foot  for  this  very  liberal  and  handsome  donation,  with  the 
assurance  that  the  spirit  of  attachment  it  evinces  to  the  profession 
of  which  he  was  so  long  an  ornament,  and  of  personal  regard  for 
those  heretofore  associated  with  him  in  its  practice,  is  appreciated 
by  them  even  more  highly  than  the  gift  itself. 
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Resolved^  That  proper  measures  for  tlie  removal  of  the  Libraiy 
to  the  U.  S.  Court  building  and  suitable  regulatioris  for  the  custody 
and  management  thereof  bo  recommended  to  the  Court  as  soon  as 
may  be,  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

HesGlved.  Tliat  the  Court  be  respectfully  requested  to  cause 
these  resolutions  and  the  deed  of  gift  of  the  Library  to  be  entered 
on  the  Eecords  of  the  Court. 

Resolved^  Th?.t  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  by 
the  hands  of  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney  to  Mr.  Foot. 

II.  E.  Btoughion,  ) 
■  FcoBERT  PiEKPOi>iT,  V  Corumittae. 

E.  J.  PHELrS,  ) 

'llie  interest  of  Mr.  Foot  in  -whatever  could  contribute  to  the 
welfare  of  his  native  State,  has  .ever  been  manifest  in  his  endeavors 
to  promote  that  "^velfarej  by  all  measures  consistent  )vith  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  the  vfhole  country.  At  one  period,  we  find 
him  laboring  to  secure  the  commercial  interests  of  the  State  by  im- 
proving the  harbor  of  Burlington,  by  the  erection  of  a  substantial 
and  efficient  hreakwattr  ;  at  another,  laboring  to  secure  a  merited 
tribute  of  respect  to  Col.  Benjamin  R.  Roberts  as  having  first 
planted  his  country's  flag  on  the  ramparts  of  Mexico  ;  at  another, 
laboi-iDg  to  secure  a  suitable  acknowledgement  in  the  way  of  boun- 
ty lands,  to  the  hardy  sons  of  .Yt-rmont,  *.vho  volunteered  their  ser- 
vices to  repel  invasion  at  Plattsburg  in  1814. 

In  I860.  Mr.  Foot  and  the  arch  rebel,  Jeff.  Davis,  were,  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  Senate,  appointed  Commissioners 
''to  examine  into  the  organization,  system  of  discipline  and  course 
of  instruction  of  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy,"  at  West  Point. 
The  service  was  performed,  though  with  very  different  motives  on 
the  part  of  the  Commissioners — one  having  been  actuated  by  char- 
acteristic devotion  to  his  country;  the  other  by  a  covert  but  settled 
purpose,  at  the  first  favorable  moment,  to  involve  that  country  in 
ruin.  One  has  gained  the  unenviable  notoriety  of  being  made  the 
nominal  head  of  a  foul  and  infamous  conspiracy  ;  the  other  by  an 
easy  coincidence  miglit  appropriately  be  made  the  real  head  of  the 
country  he  has  served  so  steadily  and  so  ably. 

Few  members  of  the  U.  S.  Senate  have  secured  more  fully  the 
rtspect  of  that  body,  for  ability  and  for  uniform  urbanity  in  the 
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discharge  of  official  duty-  Even  during  the  administration  of 
Prcbideiit  Euchaaan,  Mr,  Foot  was  elected  President />ro  toir^ore 
of  the  Senate—  an  office  which  he  still  fills  to  the  acceptance  of  his 
compeers.  Besides  serving  on  other  Committees,  he  has  long  served 
as  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  in 
this  capacity  has  had  the  supervision  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
Capitol,  and  the  erection  of  other  Government  Structares.  Mr. 
Foot  ^vas  Cb'^irman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  at  the  in- 
auguration of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  trust,  very 
happily  exhibited  his  executive  tact  Though  treason  threatened 
the  quiet  and  order  of  the  occasion,  and  even  the  life  of  the  Pres- 
ident elect,  rarely  has  a  similar  occurrence  passed  off  more  happily. 

Lucius  C.  Foot  was  born  Kovember  22,  1790,  and  graduated 
at  Middlebi.ry  College  in  1815.  He  pursued  his  professional  stud- 
ies partly  in  Granville  and  partly  in  Cayuga,  N.  Y.  He  practice^! 
ia  Cayuga  some  years,  and  then  became  a  land  agent  in  Kunda^ 
K.  Y.,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1828.  . 

Philo  Holley  was  born  about  1790,  and  without  enjoying  the 
advantages  of  a  collegiate  education,  became  a  lawyer  and  was  set- 
tled in  the  northern  part  of  New  York. 

OscAB  HcLBURT  was  born  in  1834,  He  entered  the  legal  pro- 
fession without  having  acquired  a  collegiate  education,  and -recently 
engaged  in  legal  practice  in  I^Ieraphis,  Ark.^  where  he  is  supposed 
still  to  reside. 

Charles  Lixsly  was  born  Aug.  29,  1795.  He  was  educated 
to  mercantile  pursuits,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  several  years ; 
but  his  tastes  ltd  him  to  prefer  a  diSerent  calling,  and  he  entered 
the  legal  profession.  He  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  an  exten- 
sive practice  in  Middlebury,  and  received  appointments  to  several 
responsible  official  stations.  He  removed  a  few  years  since  to  Rut- 
land, where  he  resided  some  time,  engaged  in  professional  practice 
in  that  and  adjacent  counties,  but  has  recently  returned  to  Middle- 
bury. 

Hon.  Ashley  Samson  was  bom  March  19,  1790,  and  graduated 
at  Middlebury  in  1812.    Ho  chose  the  legal  profession,  and  passed 
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tli rough  h  thorough  course  of  preparatory  training.  After  a  year 
or  two  of  practice  in  Pittsford.  N.  Y.,  lie  reiaoved  to  Rochester, 
'vhere  he  prosecuted  his  professional  hihors  until  1837,  ^vhen  he 
was  iippointed  first  Judge  of  the  Court  in  that  County,  an  office  to 
^hich  he  was  repeatedly  called  in  subsequent  years.  He  also  served 
as  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature. 

Judge  Sam^oD  possessed  peculiar  qualifications  for  the  discharge 
of  Judicial  fuactioiis ;  was  too  discrinjiiiatiDg  to  be  deluded  by 
sophistry  :  too  honest  to  indulge  in  partiality.  Simple,  amiable,  and 
ever  actuated  by  obvious  Christian  principle  in  the  performance  of 
diityj  he  lived  to  serve  otliers  rather  than  himself,  and,  by  his  -^Yill 
devoted  a  considerable  estate  almost  wholly  to  benevolent  purposes. 
Among  his  legacies,  was  the  gift  of' one-third  of  his  estate  to  Mid- 
dlebury  College,  from  which  the  Institution  may  hope  eventually  to 
realize  three  or  four  thousand  dollars. 

H.  Sakiord  was  born  November  10th,  1822,  and 
gro,duated  at  Middlebury  College  in  1 84G.  After  his  graduation, 
he  spent  three  years  in  teaching — one  year  as  Principal  of  Newton 
Academy,  Shoreham ;  and  two  as  Principal  of  Williston  Academy, 
He  pursued  legal  stadirs  under  the  instriictiou  of  lion,  Asahel 
Peck,  of  Burlington.  Ilaviug  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  profess i<'^rial  practice  at  Knoxville,  111.,  where  he 
stil]  re:3ides. 

Hon.  William  Blade  was  born  May  9th,  17S6,  and  when  only 
seventeen  years  of  age  entered  Middlebury  College,  where  he  main- 
tained a  high  standing  Y>-itu  compeers,  several  of  whom  have  since 
become  distinguished  in  'professional  life.  He  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1807,  and  studied  law"  mth  Hon.  Joel  Doolittle  of  Middlc- 
bu.y,  and  there  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  ISIO. 
But  legal  practice  seems  to  have  had  for  him  very  slight  attractions. 
In  1814  he  established  a  political  paper  in  Middlebury,  called  the 

Columbian  Patriot/"  of  which  he  was  both  publisher  and  editor, 
and  in  connection,  engaged  in  the  book  selling  and  priatii-g  busi- 
ness. After  conducting  these  branches  of  business  for  about  threo 
years,  in  which  he  was  not  successful,  he  was  appointed  Secretary 
of  State,  Judge  of  Addison  County  Court,  and  in  1819,  Clerk  of 
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the  Supreme  Court  for  the  County  ot"*  Addison,  all  of  ?duch  offices 
he  held  simultaneously,  and  during  several  successive  years.  Dur- 
ing ibis  period,  he  rendered  a  most  valuable  service  to  the  people  of 
this  eom•raon^vealth  by  compiling  and  publishing  a  volume  of  I(e- 
cords  and  Documents  relating  to  the  early  history  of  Vermont, 
under  the  title  of  "  Vermont  State  Papers;"  This  compilation 
Ti'as  made  in  compliance  with  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  Nov. 
15,  1821,  which  designated  the  Hon.  Daniel  Chipinan  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  work.  Dut  -'inconsequence  of  the  interference 
of  other  duties,''  Mr.  Chipman  abandoned  the  undertaking,  and 
comiaii  ted  :t3  execution  to  Gov.  Slade.  In  his  introduction  to  the 
compilation.  Judge  Slade  remarks  : 

It  w  ill  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  act,  in  pursuance  of  which 
this  T'Ublicaiion  was  undurtaken,  that  little  more  was  orij^inallv 
comtemphited,  than  to  collect  such  records  as  should  perpetuate  a 
history  of  the  legislation  of  the  State,  down  to  the  year  1787.  In 
prosecuting  the  colleciion.  however,  and  particularly,  in  the  effort 
to  recover  that  [)ortion  of  the  journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
which  vras  not  recorded  in  any  public  office,  a  great  number  of  val- 
uable historical'  papers  were  discovered,  connected  with  a  period, 
anterior  to  the  formation  of  a  regular  government,  and  commencing 
previous  to  the  existence  of  any  kind  of  political  organization  in  the 
State.  On  examining  thsse  papers,  it  was  found  that  they  were 
susceptible  of  an  arrangement  which  would  exhibit  a  connected  view 
of  the  principal  events  which  form  the  early  history  of  Vermont. 

There  is  a  view  in  wbicli  many  of  them  possess  a  much  higher 
interest,  than  when  regarded  as  a  mere  record  of  events.  They 
introduce  us  to  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  fathers  of  Ver- 
mont, and  exhibit  them  in  all  the  interesting  particulars  of  their 
character. 

In  perusing  them,  vre  catch  the  Uvin^-  expressio?!.  of  the  times. 
The  actors  in  the  eventful  scenes  which  distinguished  that  period, of 
our  history,  rise  in  fail  view  before  us,  and  we  seem  to  converse, 
and  bccorne  familiarly  acquainted,  with  the  Aliens  and  Warners 
and  Chittendens  of  ancient  days.  In  this  view,  nothing  can  supply 
the  want  of  these  original  papers.  Like  the  human  countenance  in 
all  its  peculiaritit'S  of  cipression^  they  mock  the  highest  effort  at 
imitation  or  description. 

In  the  compilation  of  the  Vermont  State  Papers,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  has  laid  future  generations  of  Vermonters  under  obliga- 
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U:.?n  to  his  iiidastrj  and  perscveriinco  and  sound  judgment.  Few 
would  have  iindertukcn  the  work.  Fewer  still  could  so  successfullj 
have  accomplished  it. 

^\  ith  these  records  befijre  us  presented  bj  his  skillful  hand,  we 
are  no  longer  dependent  upon  the  delineations  or  the  conin"\ents  of 
[lie  statesman  or  the  historian  for  a  knovvledge  of  the  character,  or 
die  purposes  of  the  Founders  of  Vermont.  Vio  sec  them  acting, 
uiid  of  iiecessity  we  form  our  own  conclusions  respectins:  the  men, 
choir  principles,  their  objects  and  tijcir  measures.  Here  are  plans 
i>f  d  .ep  hiid  strarL;7j  :  there  is  bold  and  open  deiiance  of  those  who 
would  trepass  upon  their  rigli:;s  ;  there  the  intliction  of  summary 
chastisement  on  the  intruder,  which  caused  him  to  recoil  from  the 
resentment  he  had  awakened. 

In  1^24,  the  J  ear  after  the  publication  of  the  A%uuont  Stale 
Papers,  Judge  Slade  was  appointed  a  clerk  in  the  state  doptirtmont 
a:  Washington.  30 i  continued  in  this  emplojmcnt  till  1829. when, bj 
the  inauguration  bj  President  Jackson,  of  the  new  and  \ery 
(ioestionable  policy  of  proscribing  faithful  and  competent  ofTicers 
for  opinion's  sake,  to  make  room  for  partisans,  lie  was  removed, 
and  returned  to  Middlebury.  lie  now  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  in  1830-31  was  State's  Attorney  for  Addison 
County.  In  1831.  he  was  elected  a  rcprosentative  in  Congress, 
an.d  th'^  voters  of  the  District  testified  their  confidence  in  his  ability 
and  faithfulness,  by  giving  him  five  successive  re-elections,  making 
in  the  whole  twelve  years  of  service  as  a  member  of  Congress. 
While  in  Congress,  Gov.  Slade  st^^od  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  tiie 
Venerable  John  Quincy  xVdams,  in  defending  the  principle  th.at  the 
freemen  of  the  land  have  the  un([Uestionable  right  to  present  m  the 
Kational  Leglshiture  res'pectfid  j-etitions  in  relation  to  any  subjects 
affecting  their  welfare,  and  to  have  those  petitions  respectfully  heard 
and  referred.  The  contest  in  this  case,  which  was  stubborn  and 
protractC'i,  grev^-  out  of  the  proposition  to  ad<">pt  the  follov.'ii.'g  as 
one  of  the  standing  rules  of  the  House  of  lve|'-resentatives,  viz  : 

"  That.upon  the  presentation  of  any  memorial  or  petition  praying 
for  th^  abolition  of  slavery  or  the  slave-trade  in  any  District,  Ter- 
ritorv  or  Sritc  of  *ne  Union  and  upon  the  presentation  of  any 
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resolution;  or  oilier-  paper  toiicliing  tliat  .subject,  the  reception  of  | 
siicli  meiri  ^'ia:.  petition,  rosohitioii  or  paper,  sliall  be  consiaerci.l  > 
objected  to  nnd  rbc  cjuestloti  of  its  reception  5ibull  be  laid  on  tii-  | 
table,  vrithout  Jebate  or  farther  action  tbcvcon/'  I 

The  introduction  of  this  proposition  roused  in  opposition  all  tiie  ' 
energies  of  the  ''old  man  eloquent,"  and  the  Hagmnt  encroachment  | 
"which,  by  it,  the  slave  power  attempted  to  male  upon  the  freedom  of  | 
opinion  and  spcecii  of  those  opposed  to  slavery,  awakened  no  less  | 
the  hostility  of  our  ovrn  honored  Kcpresentative.   With  I\Ir.  Adams 
iind  a  few  others  of  kindred   spirit,  he  threv«r  himself  into  the 
deadly  brpach,'*  resolved  that  T>diatever  of  reproach,  of  obloquy, 
or  of  peril  might  betide  them,  they  would  conrpier,  or  fall  in  the 
coiitest.     In  this  contest  it  was  that  ?.Ir.  Adams,  though  full  of 
yeavs  and  honors,  vroii  some  of  hh  brightest  laurels  as  a  man  and 
a  statesman.     And  on  this  period  in  the  political  career  of  Gov. 
Blade,  those  most  accpaaintcd  with  his  character  will  love  best  ro 
dwell 

Gov.  Shade  delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives  a  very 
elaborate  and' powerful,  and  as  recent  events  have  proved,  almo-v 
prophetic  speech  mrju  the  proposition  above  *paoted,on  the  ISth  a^  ! 
20th  of  January.  Id  'O.  .^^y  limits  forbid  extended  extract-", 
but  I  cannot  forbear  to  cite  a  few  paragi-aphs  which  exhibit  his 
position,  his  principles,  and  his  nrmn.ess.  After  admitting  the 
propriety  of  reioctiiig  petitions  for  absurd,  ridiculous  or  imprac- 
ticable objects,  or  tiioso  presented  in  a  spirit  of  mere  wontonnesSj 
or  those  asking  unconstitatiuual  action,  he  remarks  : 

••iMy  very  desire  to  nuiintain  the  sacredncss  the  right  of  pe- 
tition, leads  me  to  tlesirc  ihiit  it  may  not  1)0  encumbered  witii  a  claim 
to  wdlniilcd  Jirt:!Lsc.  Tims  limit* "d  and  guanled  from  abuse,  the 
light  IS  ne.vt  to  li  e  right  of  suilVage,  the  most  important  and 
efficient  of  the  p'^liti'j.il  rights  sceured  to  the  people.  It  cairi.s 
with  it  a  tremendous  v.M-Ai.u';  fur.  through  it  \vears  the  moilest  garb 
of  a  right  or  rcjUL-t,  jt  r''cil!y  j-.j.-e.iot-S;  hy  its  moral  iniaience,  and 
by  the  con-ci.'U-m.-s  of  n.spuu^ibility  wldch  it  awulcens  in  the  rep- 
resentative b'.-  iy.  ti.e  p'/wm  a];n{-st  of  t;!>mmaiid..  The  right  of  suf- 
frage can  be  exme;-!  d  b'Ut  peri  j<h!:al]y  —  that  of  petition  cuntin- 
ually.  itija  .:>ian  ;ing  ejiL^iitutional  medium  of  communication 
fr'-m  tho  people  to  their  repre-;entatives.     Its  sacrcdaess  should  be 
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[  j:  i;u-ilc(l.  therefore,  wit'u  the  mo^t  wakeful  jealousy  :  and  it  is  thus 

■  .,-,r;Ied.  There  is  no  ri;jht  eniicenii"ag  which  the  people  are  more 
:^..\i!'jU5  than  this.     \Xo.  VvO.  to  the  represojitative  Vvho,  under  any 

■  |.relonee.  howcYer  spccioua.  treais  it  with  contempt.     To  absociate 
;iv,  c;i!T3e-  no  matter  what,  with  a  practical  denial  of  this  rit^ht, 

be  sure  to  bring  it  into  discredit,  if  not  to  overwhelm  it  with 
;  i-uiii. 

I  *  *  *  «  *  *  * 

I     It  is  uTged,  as  an  ar;;u:i-!e'it  fjr  suppressing  froedom  of  speech 
I  and  the  press,  and  petition  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  that  the  free 
^  c-xercise  of  these  rights  ts'iU  L'ave  the  ell-jct  of  dissolving  the  Union. 
r  Now,  sir.   I  maintain  precisely  the  reverse  uf  this.     I  maintain. 
[  tha-:  this  very  suppression  if  it  can  be  effected,  will,  of  itself,  dis- 
:  -  /ivo  the  L  nion.     lou  might  as  well  expect  that  the  stop|;>ing  up 
'      j[;]tiia'3  crater  would  not  produce  an  earthciuake.  as  tiiat  a  disso- 
(■  lution  of  'the  Union  would  nut  f)Ilow  such  a  suppression.  Every 
^  laan  v/ho  I-aiow^  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  the  human  soul,  and 
r  t'-;e  power  of  tiie  agimizing  sympathies  with  human  suffering  and 
\  -'r'pression,  must  admit  this.     Ikware  how  you  trifle  with  these 
'   -vmpathi  'S      Call  them  weakness — bra.nd  them  as  fanaticism— de- 
|,  :.ouncc  tiiem  as  incendiary.     Yet  they  exist,  and  will  exist,  and 
r  ^Slight  to  exist :  and  your  contempt  and  abuse  of  them  will  only 
[  b. crease  their  intensity.' 

:      ^ir,  if  you  would  preserve  the  Union,  cease  to  ti'oat  thus  con- 
[  tvrupcuously  the  best  iec:ings  of  the  human  heart.     Cease  to  hurl 
[  oack  in  the  faces  of  the  men  and  s.oio;en  of  iho  Xorth  their  hum-' 
blc  petitions,  praying,  in  the  name  of  our  common  humanity,  that 
.  "...i  would  repeal  3^our  laws  v,-hich  h  jld  their  brethren  in  bondage. 

-^ir,  voii  ^  we  it  to  them — you  owe  \i  to  tlje  constitution~-you  owe 
■  it  to  the  great  principles  of  liberty  wl;;ch  this  nation  drew  in  with 
the  first  breath  of  its  exisience.  and  v/hieh  send  the  pulsations  of 
health  through  every  pan  of  our  repubiicun  sv-tem,  not  to  abridge 
the  liberiy  of  spcecii.  and  of  the  pr*'--.  and  of  petition  in  connexion 
vridi  the  subject  of  slavery.  If  you  will  as.^ail  these  rights,  let  it 
b'G  in  connexion  witli  soiue  other  .-ubji'et.  but  never — never  in  con- 
nexion widi  t!ds;  Guard  tliom  with  vt\^tal  vigihuice.  If  slavery 
suffers  fiLan  them,  it  jiiusr  srilibr.  If  it  fills  in  its  contest  with 
trutii  left  free,"'  then  let  it  fill.  Tr-^  hdl  will  be  the  safety  of  the 
country  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  Un:<>n. 

Mr.  Speaker.  i<  slavery  tu  b..-  put  in  eor.n.K-tition  with  the  freedom 
of  speeeln  a.na  r^i  the  pi'e-s.  and -jf  tiie  ri_:bt  of  p<;titinTi  ?  Which 
^liall  be  surrend.ered,  the  slavery  of  the  black  in;iii,  or  tlio  nol>lest 
freedom  of  the  vrli it:,' •':ani  ?  It'  both  c;ii;ii')t  iive  tijgy'tlier.  which 
s]'.;ill  d'e?  ^Vhr>  ■^■lU  deu'-: — ^vli^^  c;;ri  liesicate  oii  sucli  n  question? 
•  Au  l  yei,  bir^  we  jr-j  teld  th:..t  this  contest  between  freedom  and 
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slavery  was  settled  fifty  years  ago  in  mvor  of  slavery — not  by  the 
constitutioTi— that  \vo-\;  i  l.uvs  been  raonstrous  :  —  but  b^^  implica- 
tions groY,  ing  out  o[  ••  i''iC  comproLiii=v:  that  lies  at  the  basis  of  tiio 
federal  eompact  !'"  Sir.  if  !.his  iQipjication  lies  at  the  basis  of  the 
compact  of  uiir  Union,  then  ^vas  the  Union  placed  on  a  rnuie^  to  be 
shattered  into  a  tiioii-and  fragments  by  its  inevitable  explosion. 

And,  sir,  what  I  say  of  the  effecis  of  the  abridgment  of  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  of  the  right  of  petition, 
%^liich  is  insisted  o^)  -s  a  p-art  of  the  ''compromise."  I  nuist  say  of 
sLivry  .iticlt.  lis  prr.nanencj  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the 
permanenay  of  the  Union.  Who  can  expect  that  a  free  people  can 
be  liekl  in  fraternal  embrace  forever  with  a  community  where  slave- 
ry is  c^ierished  an:l  proclaimed  as  ''  the  corner  stone  of  republican 
institn^io  )s  The  tiling  is  impossible.  "  The  lilly  and  the 
bi  amide  ma}  grovf  in  social  proximity,  bat  liberty  and  slavery  de- 
light in  separation,''  Such  was  the  sentiment  of  Pinkney,  uttered 
in  the  iVlaryland  House  of  Delegates  fifty  years  ago.  And,  sir, 
what  ho  tin;  uttered  as  a  general  truth  will,  as  sure  as  man  is  maUj 
become  history,  if  the  South  persist  in  maintaining  slavery  against 
the  feelings  of  the  iNortli,  and  against  the  enlightened  judgment  and 
enlarged  humanity  of  the  civilized  world.  If  the  framers  of  tlie 
constitution  had  attempted  to  form'  a  compact  of  union  specifically 
providing  for  the  perpetuity  of  slavery,  they  would  have  been 
guilty  of  the  most  consunnnate  folly  ;  and  yet  we  now  hear  of  ''the 
guaranties  of  the  con-^titiuion,*'  and  'uhe  compromises  of  the  con- 
stitution.'' in  favor  of  sia'sa;ry  !  Sir.  the  guaranties  were  all  the 
other  way — guaranties  dra^vn  from  the  very  nature  of  the  Union, 
from  the  spirit  of  t tie  tunes  in  which  it  was  formed,  and  from  the 
great  principles  which  "  lie  at  the  basis  of  all  our  cherished, in- 
.^tit  ntio.^s, 

*  *  *  «  *  it  * 

Mr.  Speaker,  slavery  is  not  content  with  a  mnltiplication  of  its 
victims  or  an  exten-vion  of  its  territorial  dominions.  It  sees  the 
gathering  storut.  and  prepares  to  avert  it.  It  understands  the 
power  of  free  discussion,  and  seeks  to  suppress  its  outbreakings. 
For  this  purpose  it  penetrates  the  free  states — it  surrounds  peace- 
able assemblirs  witli  mobs — it  destroys  printing  presses — it  kills  or 
fidlows  with  persecution  tiieir  conductors — it  even  enters  the  city  of 
Penn.  the  city  where  yet  stands  the  Hall  of  Independeiice."  and 
applies  the  torch  to  a  noble  edifice  dedicated  to  free  discussion. 
And.  sir,  it  has  finally  come  into  the  halls  of  congress,  and  assailed 
liberty  iri  t'-e.-e  her  most  sacred  temp.les,  by  striking  down  the 
cherished  and  solenmly  guarantied  right  of  petition,  and  imposing 
silence  upon  the  representatives  of  freemen  here. 

But  this  is  not  alb    Slavery  has  found  its  way  into  the  Execu- 
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f  tivG  department  of  this  Government,  ijitroducing,  an4  giving 
I  eflicacj,  through  that  department,  to  a  ncTv  element  of  power 
[  unknown  to  the  constitution,  namely,  "  the  ivis/res  of  the  slave- 
I  holding  states,"  insomiicli  that  the  President  while  admitting  that 
j  congress  has  constitationtil  power  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave 
f  trade  in  this  district,  declares,  in  advance,  that  he  will  give  his 
I  official  sanction  to  no  bill  ibr  such  abolition.  "  a^rainst  the  vrishes 
j   of  the  slaveholding  states."    The  "  be  it  observed — not 

I  tl.ic  rn^fruh'ieuts — of  the  slaveholding  srates  arc  to  govern  the 
[  Executive  action  !  With  arguments  he  has  nothing  to  do.  He 
I  throv/3  from  himself  all  responsibility  of  judging,  and  makes  the 
I  siLijple  fact  of  the  ■wishes"  of  a  //a'/^w/Zy  of  the  people  decisive. 
I  No  other  interest  has  ever  a<Ivanced  sm'd'  a  claim.  In  all  the 
I  struggles  about  a  protective  taritf,  the  manufacturing  states  iiave 
I  set  up  no  such  pretensions;  and  if  they  had,  they  would 
?  have  found  no  President  willing  to  give  such  efiect  to  their  ivlshes.''^ 
;    Thus,  slavery  asks  and  obtains  what  would  bo  yieldec  to  no  other 

incerest  in  the  country. 
;  But  slavery  is  not  content  with  all  this,  Wlien  the  people  of 
the  North,  in  ihe  strength  of  their  feeling  for  their  brethren  in 
slavery,  and  under  a  sunse  of  the  iiatlonal  responsibility  for  its 
continuance,  with  the  abominations  of  the  slave  trade  in  this  dis- 
trict, send  their  petitions  here  for  its  abolition,  slavery  rises  up,  in 
the  persons  of  honorable  members  on  this  floor,  and  threatens  to 
fJlssolce  the  Unw/i !    Yei,  sir,  slavery,  thot  very  slavery  that, 

(fifty  years  ago,  was  dechired  to  have  the  consumption,  and  to  be 
struck  with  death,  has  .''got  well,"  grown  tat  and  lusty,  talks  of 
living  forever,  and  absolutely  threatens  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
if  he  is  not  ."let  alone,''  and  permitted  to  go  on  unimpeded  in  his 
[  march  to  complete  douiinion  !  Who  can  tiud  words  to  express  the 
amazement  which  this  is  calculated  to  excite  ? 

Thus  it  is.  Mr.  Speaker,  th;tt,  slavery  has,  ever  since  this  Union 
was  formed,  been  gradually  augmenting  its  power :  moving  on, 
especially  during  the  latter  part  of.  the  half  century  of  our  national 
existence,  with  giant  strides  In  the  march  of  encroachment,  con- 
stantly grasping  power,  and  constantly  asking  for  more,  never  say- 
ing enough,  but  always  crying,  give  !  give  !  give  ! 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  entreat  gentlemen  to  review  the 
subject  in  the  light  which  I  have  endeavored  to  throw  upon  it,  and 
tell  me  if  it  is  not  the  height  of  injustice  to  cliarge  the  petitioners 
audi  the  agitatoi-s  of  the  subject  of  slavery,  at  the  North,  with  a 
violation  of  im.plied  pledges  in  liivor  of  slavery,  when  it  is  manifest 
beyond  the  power  of  contradiction  that  ilw,  ^outli  has  violated,  and 
is.  at  this  moment,  flagrantly  violating  its  own  most  clearly  implied 
pi  :dges  of  a  contrary  character. 
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Sir,  as  I  Iiavo  already  intimated,  tlie  Xortlt.  so  far  from 
encroaching  on  tlio  rights  of  the  South  in  this  matter,  arc  but 
resistini]:  the  encroachments  of  the  slave  power.  Thev  are  standing; 
on  tlie  very  confines  of  the  Constitution,  battling,  not  merely  for 
the  ricrhts  of  the  slave,  but  for  the  dearest  ris-hts  of  freemen.  And 
"are  tlicy  to  yield  at  this  point  ?  No,  sir,  no  :  not  a  hair's  breadth. 
They  cannot,  without  a  surrender  of  every  thing.  It  is  time  the 
South  siiould  understand  that  the  North  is  no  longer  to  stand  still 
and  witness  tlie  cncr  jachments  of  slavery  with  arm.s  folded,  eyes 
closed,  and  mouths  shut :  but  that,  while  they  will  not  transcend, 
by  the  breadth  of  a  hair,  the  limits  of  the  Constitution,  they  owe 
it  to  themselves — to  their  country— to  its  honor  abroad — to  its 
safety  at  home — to  humanity — to  justice — and  to  the  world,  strug- 
gling tor  victory  over  time-honored  oppression — to  stand  firm  upon 
the  ground  of  consfifiitionul  rights  and  never  surrender  for  one 
moment  those  great  weapons  of  fair  and  honest  vrarfare  against 
slavery — freedom  of  speech — freedom  of  the  press — 'and  freedom 
of  petition. 

lJut  I  may  be  told  that,  though  there  might  hiive  been,  at  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  no  such  compromise  in  favor  of  slavery 
as  is  now  contended  for,  yet  that  there  should  be  such  a  compro- 
mise noio  ;  that,  since  the  South  are  so  excitable  on  the  subject 
it  is  not  best  to'agitate  it ;  but  to  refrain  for  the  sake  of  preserving 
the  Union.  Sir,  I  am  willing  to  yield  much  for  the  sake  of  peace 
— v/liich  none  can  prize  more  higlily  than  I  do- — and  for  the  Union. 
— wdiose  benefits  are.  by  no  means,  to  be  lightly  put  at  hazard. 
But  I  am  not  willing  to  yield  every  thing.  There  is  a  point  where 
yielding  must  stop,  or  every  thing  will  be  demanded  and  surrend- 
ered. 

'  Oompromise  !  "What  is  a  compromise  but  a  mutual  concession? 
And  what  are  the  South  prepared  to  concede  ?  Nothing  !  As 
usual  in  the  contest  between  freedom  and  slavery  in  tit  is  country, 
the  concessions  must  aU'bc  on  one  side.  While  slavery  is  reaching 
forth  the  arms  of  her  power  in  every  direction — lengthening  her 
cords  and  strengthening  her  stakes,  and  grasping,  by  a  bold  and 
daring  policy,  the  entire  control  of  the  Union,  the  People  of  the 
North  must  stand  still — shut  their  mouth — throw  away  their  pens 
— break  their  presses — and  sit  .down  in  silence,  without  even  the 
poor  privilege  of  praijinis  for  deliverance  from  lier  all-grasping 
dominion  !  And  all  in  the  spirit  <>f  compromise  !  fru-  tlie  sake  of 
peace  !  and  the  Cniun  I  Sir,  it  is  enough  to  sicken  tlie  soul  of  a 
freeman  to  hear  this  cant  of  com.promise — a  compromise  of  silence! 
of  death  !  not  the  death  of  slavery,  ])ut  the  death  of  freedom  ! 

This  speech  convince  -,  the  Southern  Representatives  of  the  abii- 
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ity  of  Us  author,  if  it  TiiJ  not  convict  tlicm  of  their  own  inhuman- 
ity and  injustice,  \viille  it  lurnishe:!  the  constitacnts  of  Gov.  Blade 
gratifying  evidence  of  tbo  soundness  of  his  principles,  and  of  his 
fearlessness  in  their  defence — evidence  which  had  never  indeed  for 
a  roornent  been  ^vaDting  during  his  previous  Congressional  career. 

His  services  in  Congress  having  terminated  in  1843,  he  was  the 
same  year  appointed  Ileporter  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  Vermont, 
iii  ^\-hich  capacity  lie  served  until  he  was  elected  Governor  of  the 
R-tate  in  1<S11.  In  this  office  lie  was  continued  two  years,  and  in 
it  performed  his  last  political  service.  It  probably  would  not  be 
exiiirueration  to  sav.  that  between  1816  and  184G,  he  held  a  ^zreater 
variety  of  civil  trusts,. in  this  State  and  under  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, than  have  ever  been  held  by  any  other  native  of  Vermont. 
Prom  1846  to  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary and  General  Agent  of  the  Board  of  National  Popular  Ed- 
ucation. He  possessed  versatility  of  character  which  prepared  him 
t'>  fill  these  numerous  and  varied  offices  with  credit  to  himself  and 
with  benefit  to  Ids  country.  Whatever  the  post  assigned  him,  he 
always  appeared  eouai  to  its  demands.  \Vc  have  seen  that  in  his 
labors  c.s  editor  au'l  covapiler,  he  exhibited  sound  judgment  and 
discrimination,  and  in  his  speeches  while  a  member  of  Congressdie 
shoT'.-ed  liimfelf  a  fearless,  as  well  as  an  able  defender  of  the  right. 
Then  a-bicrary  povrer  menaced  its  subversion. 

But  it  was  0.S  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  National  Popular  Edu- 
cation, that  Gov.  Slade  f^und  most  congenial  employment.  Here 
his  benevolence,  and  his  ardor  had  full  si'-jpe.  Hid  our  limits  al- 
lovf  us  to  indulge  in  extracts  from  his  Annual  Reports  and  Addresses 
on  the  subject,  we  should  discover  tlie  most  enlarged  ^dews  of  edu- 
cation, modified  by  a  ])rof)und-  kr\n\vle<]gc  of  the  intellectual  wants 
of  our  race  and  especially  by  Christian  principle. 

Education.''  he  remarks,  is  the  true  and  proper,  and  harmo- 
nious develop.jnicnt  uf  ail  the  faculties  of  the  liuman  soul  —  the 
conscience,  the  ]ie:irt,  the  u!;der-L'inding.  WlwX  is  man  worth, 
without  a  coii.-cience  sensitively  ■■liive  to  the  distiriction  between 
r'lgiit  and  wrong  ?  And  what,  without  a  heart,  trained  promptly 
iTo/^' y  the  vol'.c  of  God  thus  speaking  within  him?     Shall  we 
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bestow  years  of  ];i-bor  in  sharpening  the  intellect,  leavii^g  the  con- 
science to  blindness,  and  the  beurt  to  hardness,  and  call  it  educa- 
tion ?  And  jet  this  is  -what  thousands  on  thousands  are  doing  v^hli 
their  children  ! 

The  people  of  this  nation  must  be  educated  —  ail  educated  — 
rigiitly  and  tnth/  educated.  The  strength  of  our  institution-^  i.-j  iu 
the  consciences  and  hearts  of  the  people.  To  neglect  conscience 
and  heart  education,  is  to  give  ourselves  over  to  inevitable  ruin. 
The  well  knovrn  examples  of  the  downfall  and  extinction  of  nations, 
in  ^vhich  science  ilourished,  and  the  arts  were  carried  to  perfection, 
but  in  which  the  conscience  and  the  heart  were  left  to  darkness  and 
debasenjent — men  being  given  over  to  a  reprobate  mind,  and  'filled 
Y  ith  all  unrigliteousness,-  are  warnings  to  us  of  fearful  and  terrific 
import.  I  ree  schools,  an  open  Bible,  and  moral  training,  are  to  be 
0)ir  sheet  anchor  in  the  gathering  storm." 

As  comp-^.nies  of  female  teachers  were,  from  time  to  time,  pre- 
pared for  tiieir  chosen  vocation,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society 
he  served,  Gov.  Slade  accompanied  them  with  all  a  lather's  solici- 
tude, to  their  several  nelds  of  labor  ;  saw  them  properly  located, 
and  inducted  into  their  work  of  enlightening  and  training  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  the  rising  myriads  of  the  West.  In  this,  as  a  loved 
employm.eat,  he  continued  even  after  the  destroyer  had  marked  him 
as  a  victim.  To  this  he  clung  with  a  grasp  which  was  relaxed  only 
by  death. 

The  crowning  excellence  of  Gov.  Slade's  character,  was  his  piety ^ 
which  pervaded  alike  his  public  and  bis  private  life,  and  was  best 
known  to  those  most  familiar  with  his  daily  walk.  It  made  him 
scrupulously  an  honest  man,  disposing  him  to  render  to  every  man 
his  just  due,  even  though  misfortune  had  curtailed  his  means,  and 
involved  him  in  temporary  embarrassment.  He  availed  himself  of 
no  exemption  from  honest  liabilities  because  he  might  have  been  dis- 
cbarged  by  a  decision  in  chancery,  or  by  the  statute  of  limitations, 
lie  exhibited  rather  the  noble  determination,  so  rare  among  even 
Christian  men,  to  discharge  every  equitable  claim  upon  him,  wheth- 
er or  not  it  could  be  enforced,  resolved,  at  all  events,  to  keep  a 
'•conscience  void  of  offence."  Few  men,  it  is  believed,  have  acted 
so  prominent  a  part,  and  left  behind  them  a  reputation  so  spotless 
and  so  puve-  -so  em'^iently  honorable  to  a  Christian  profession. 
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**  Hi?  care  wriS  fixed 
?       To  fill  h\s  odorous  lanip  Tvitli  light 
And  hope  that  reaps  not  shame." 

The  decease  of  Gov.  Slade  occyrred  in  Middleburj  January  16, 
1859j  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

To  the  preceding  I  add  the  names  of  several  gentlemen  of  the 
legal  profession,  v,'ho,  though,  not  natives  -of  the  town,  vfere  here 
from  early  childhoodj  and  were  ever  accounted  Cornwall  men. 

MiLO  Cook  was  born  in  Connecticiitj  January  2,  1783,  the  year 
previjus  to  his  father's  removal  to  Vermont.  He  graduated  at 
I  Middlebury  College  in  1804.  Having  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Samuel  ^lillor,  Es^j.,  of  Middlebury,  and  been  admitted  to  the  ba..r, 
he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Williston.  and  there 
remaiuti  till  1813,  whcii,  he  removed  to -^Middlebury,  and  was  en- 
gaged iu  mercantile  pursuits  till  1S17.  In  1817-lS  he  was  pre- 
cepto  -  of  Addison  County  Grammar  School,  and  then  removed  to 
Augusta,  Ga. ,  wliere  he  became  the  principal  of  the  English  de- 
partment of  Eichmorrd  Academy.  In  this  staiion  he  rem?dned  un- 
till  his  d.^'ath,  by  yellow  fever,  Aug.  20,  1820. 

2JARxiN  PooT.  born  in  Kutland  Nevember  11th.  1778,  has 
already  been  noticed  in  the  list  of  professional  men  of  Cornwall, 
and  ns  having  resided  also  in  Shorehani  and  Middlebury,  iu  which 
latter  place  he  died  in.  middle  age. 

GilbehtT.  TnoMPSOX  was  born  in  S wanton, December  20,  1807, 
and  came  to  Cornwall  with  his  father  in  early  cldldhood.  He 
.crraduated  at  Middlebury  in  1S30.  an-.l  vras,  the  three  followinir 
years,  preceptor  of  Addison  County  Grammar  School,  during  which 
period  he  also  studied  law  with  Hon.  Joel  Doolittle  of  Middlebury. 
He  was  several  years  connected  with  Geneva  College,  N.  Y.,  as 
Tutor  and  Professor  of  Languages,  but  he  returned  to  the  legal  pro- 
fession, to  which  he  had  devoted  himself  with  bright  prospects  of  a 
f^ucoessful  career.  It  soon  .became  appaixmt  that  pulmonary  diseaso 
had  marked  him  as  a  victim,  and  forbade  Ins  engaging  in  his  chosen 
pursuit.  He  died  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  in  1852,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  A  Mount  Auburn. 
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Hon.  PoRASTUS  Yf COSTER  came  Trith  his  flithor  to  Cornwali 
wlieti  a  chiivi.  Tiiough  denied  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  educa- 
tion,he  secured  a,  respectable  standing  at  the  bar, esteemed  especially 
for  his  probity,  and  high  sense  of  professional  honor.  However 
his  brethren  might  question  the  soundness  of  his  logiCj  no  man 
questioned  the  purity  of  his  intentions.  He  vras  ''an  Israelite,  in- 
deed, in  vrhom  there  ^as  no  guile.''  Previous  to  the  change  in  the 
organization  of  the  County  Court  in  1825,  he  was  Chief  Judge  one 
year,  and  after  the  change,  was  Assistant  Judge  six  years,  from 
IS'25  to  1831,  and  again  from  1 842  to  1844.  He  was  reelected  to 
ti).o  same  office  in  September,  1855,  about  two  months  before  his 
decease.    He  died  suddenly  of  disease  of  the  heart  in  Dec,  1855. 
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•CHAPTER  XXY, 

^kllVES  Oi-  CO. '^N WALL  WHO  HAVE  ENTFREJ3  TE3  PROFESSIONS  — 
PHYSICIANS — TEACHERS —  EDITOES— THOSE  IN  OTHEK  miFLOY- 
MEXT3— xJST  or  GllADUATSS. 

I  next  notice  the  natives  of  Cornwall  wlio  have  entered  the  Med- 
ical Profession.  • 

John-  Y.  Baxter,  a  son  cf  Elilm  B.  Baxter,  pursued  pro- 
fossioaal  study  at  tlie  C'astlctou  Medical  School,  and  has  been  a 
succ^^^sful  surgeon  and  physician,  IIo  now  resides,  engaged  ia 
medical  practice,  at  La  Crosse.  Wisconsin. 

Franklin  Bond,  born  April  15,  1821,  pursued  his  medical 
studies  with  Dr.  Marcus  0.  Porter,  and  at  the  Vermont  Academy 
of  Medicine  at  Castleton,  from  which  Institation  he  received  hi3 
degree.  He  vras  several  years  located  at  Sheboygan  Falls  and  at 
Fox  LakCj  Wi.-consin,  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Thence 
be  removed  to  Cornwall,  and  has  been  chiefly  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits. 

ELlPHAL^.r  Ellswortti  pursued  nui^lical  study  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Ford.    Ilii  history  I  have  not  learned. 

Jonathan  Foot,  brother  of  Hon.  Solomon  Foot,  was  bom  in 
1804.  The  following  ficis  of  his  history  from  one  who  has  known 
him  iiitimdtoly,  lave  been  furnished  for  my  use  : 
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*Mo!iatliau  Foot,  M.  D.,  pui'siied  his  medical  studies  v;itli  the 
late  Drs.  Allen  of  Miduleburj  and  Wood^vard  of  Castleton,  and 
graduated  at  the  Verinoiit  Medical  College  at  Castleton  in  1829. 
The  fuUoNvin;^  year  Le  settled  at  Whiti^y, Canada  AVcst.  He  now  re- 
sides iii  the  Village  and  j>aridi  of  Brookline,  in  the  township  of 
Whitby,  and  County  of  Ojitario,  Canada  West.  Here,  for  the  last 
twenty-nino  years,  he  lias  liad  an  extensive  practice,  and  has  attain- 
an  eminent  position  in  his  profession.  In  reputation,  wealth  and 
influence,  he  stands  among  the  foremost  men  in  Canada  West"' 

Fredekick  Fokd  has  already  been  noticed  among  the  profess- 
ional men  of  Cornvrall,  as  having  been  horn  in  1787 ;  as  having 
received  his  iTiedical  education  at  Hanover,  N.  H.,  and.  as  having 
been  engaged  in  practice  with  his  father.  The  reader  is  referred  to 
that  article. 

Nathan  Gale  having  completed  his  professional  studies,  set- 
tled in  Orwellj  where  he  still  resides  successfallj  engaged  in 
practice. 

George  Gale  has  for  many  years  been  established  in  his  pro- 
fession in  Bridport.  He  is  novr  serving  as  Surgeon  in  the  First 
Kegiment  of  Vermont  Cavalry  in  the  v^ar  of  the  great  rebellion. 

Calvin  I..ewi3  was  born  in  1797.  He  pursued  the  usual 
course  of  mcd'cal  study,  graduated  at  the  Castleton  Medical  Acad- 
emy, and  established  himself  in  professional  practice  at  Ilochester 
in  thin  State,  where,  after  a  brief  period  of  labor,  he  was  stricken 
down  by  death  in  1829,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-two  years. 

Martin  L.  Mead  was  born  in  in  1S34,  fitted  for  College  mostly 
at  the  Flushing  Institute,  L,  I.,  and  graduated  at  Middlebury  in 
1855.  He  spent  one  year  as  a  teacher  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y., 
and  two  years  in  the  same  employment  in  the  English  Depart- 
ment of  rhillips  Academy  nt  Andover.  He  pursued  professional 
study  at  Albany  and  was  a  graduate  of  the  Medical  College  in 
that  city,  wheie  he  is  also  etablished  in  medical  practice. 

BuKRiLL  S.  Mi-nER  was  born  in  1707.  Having  pursued  his 
medical  studies  in  the  ollice  of  Dr.  Carpenter  of  Whiting,  and  at 
the  Medical  School  of  the  University  of  A^'ermont,  he  received  the 
degree  01  M.  D.  in  1825.    For  a  short  period  he  practiced  in  the 
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•■•#.vjth  part  of  CornT,'all,  but  removeil  to  Oambrklge.  LaiBoille 
I  Count r J  in  tliis  State,  -where  he  has  since  pursued  the  practice  of 
h  ;5  |uofcss!on.    He  has  also  held  poliiicril  office,  having  been  two 
vvars  a  moDiber  of  the  State  Senate  from  Lamoille  County. 

Martin  Parker  pvirsued  professional  study  with  the  Drs.  Ford, 
and  settled  in  Montreal,  C,  E..  After  a  successful  career  of  several 
■y-.-irs,  he  died  in  the  midst  of  life  and  usefulness. 

Francis  Parker,  brother  of  the  preceding,  also  studied  with 
V:c  DiS.  Ford;  and  settled  in  Parish ville.  X.  Y.  He  died  three 
i^r  four  jtars  since,  aft^-r  having  erijoj'ed  for  a  long  period  an 
extensive  practice,  and  established  high  professional  reputation. 

Jacob  Peck  is  a  son  of  Jacob  Peclc.  senior.  After  com- 
I'leting  his  meiical  education,  he  settled  in  Pridport,  where,  after 
li  period  devoted  to  professional  practice,  he  removed  to  Lower 
Cinada.  He  has  for  some  time  resided,  and  still  continues  in  Nor- 
folk, Si.  Lawrence  Co.,  iS",  Y. 

Stephen  G.  Peck  was  born  July  19, 1803.  His  parents  moved 
in  his  childhood  to  St.  Lawrence  County,  X.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
till  he  entered  College.  He  graduated  in  1822,  and  having 
prepared  himself  for  the  m.edical  profession,  settled  in  Panama, 
N.  Y.,  wl'ere  he  still  continues. 

AlansON  a.  pECK'st'udied  with  Dr.  Carpenter  of  Whiting,  and 
became  established  in  this  town,  but  after  a  brief  period,  removed. 

Elijah  Pratt  was  born  in  Cornwall  in  1T86.  He  has  been 
settled  many  years  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Kingsboro, 
N.  Y. 

Edward  0.  Porter,  pursued  professional  study  with  his  father, 
M.  0.  Porter,  late  of  this  town,  and  at  Gastleton  IMedical  College. 
His  father  having  removed  to  Middlebury,  the  son  offers  himself  as 
his  successor  in  business. 

E:cR\  Scovel  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at  the  University  of 
Vermont  in  1825,  and  soon  after  was  commissioned  as  Surgeon  in 
the  United  States  Navy.  While  in  the  service  he  ^\a3  connected 
''Vith  the  ship  Columbia,  but  failing  health  rendered  his  resignation 
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necessai  J,  and  he  died  after  a  brief,  bat  promising  professional 
career, 

Chap.les  A.'Speiiry  studied  medicine  vrith  Dr.  Porter,  and  ai 
the  Castbton  Medical  Academy.  He  is  settled  in  Pomfrct; Windsor 
Count/.  Vv. 

EoLLiZs  J.  Wabner  was  bora  in  1825.  His  professional  studies 
were  pursued  under  the  instruction  of  M.  0,  Porter,  M.  D,,  fmd  at 
tls.e  Yermciit  Academj  of  }dedicine,  at  Gastleton.  lie  first  settled 
in  Addison  near  Chimiiey  Point,  but  rfter  a  brief  residence-  at  that 
place,  an  inviting  field  of  professional  labor  presented  itself  at  Port 
Port  Heoij,  N.  Y.,  and  he  rernoved  thither,  and  there  still 
resides,  engag^  in  extensive  and  lucrative  business. 

I  add  the  names  of  a  few  phjsicia.ns  not  natives  of  Cornwall,  but 
residt Tit  here  ia  e^rlj  childhood,  and  while  acquiring  their  edu- 
cation. 

Oliver  J.  Eflls  hos  already  been  mentioned  as  among  the  pro- 
fessioual  men  of  Cornwall,  and  a  sketch  of  his  history  may  there  be 
found,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred. 

James  Lane  purs^ied  professioiial  study  rinler  the  direction  of 
the  Drs.  Ford,  and  has  many  years  been  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profeision,  in  Ohio. 

Solomon  Sherwood  settled  in  northern  New  York,-  and  his 
tield  of  prcn'essioaal  labor,  was  for  years  partly  in  Oanad-a.  He  at 
length  rei2.oved  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  continued  in  practice  till 
iiis  decease,  two  or  three  years  since. 

TEACHERS. 

ASAHEL  n.  BiNGKAM  was  born  May  26,  1822.  ITis  life  has 
heen  devoted  to  teaching  as  a  profession,  and  he  has  at  difibrent 
periods,  labored  in  several  localities. 

Benjamin  F.  Bingeam^  brother  of  the  preceding,  was  born 
April  T,  lb2l.  He  began  his  career  as  a  teaolier  by  instructing  a 
common  school.  He  then  for  two  or  three  years  taught  successfully 
a  select  school  in  West  Cornwall.  Having  received  an  invitation 
to  become  the  Preceptor  of  a  flourishing  Academy  at  West  Rut- 
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I  '  v-l,  be  remoYe<3  to  tbat  pkce  several  years  since,  arid  liia  labors 
I  live  been  bigbiy  appreciated  bj  his  patrons. 

I  Axsox  IIuiiLBUT  Vr'as  bom  in  1792,  and  T>a3  engage.].,  more  par- 
*  -.aliti  1 V  in  teaching  the  art  of  writing.  IIi3  resido-nce  was  Iy;ck- 
I  ]/jrt.  2s.  Y.,  where  he  recently  died. 

I  Darius  M.  Lixsly  was  bom  h  1820,  and  graduated  at  MM- 
I  diebury  Colhge  in  lie  taught  at  Middleport,  N.  Y.,  and 

vrtia  subseouentiy  several  years  Principal  of  Jeficriyon  County  Insti- 
tute, Watertown,  N.  Y.  He  now  resides  at  Kalarnazoo,  Michigan, 
5*3  fiiitac'al  f»gent  of  u  Female  Seminary. 

AuRELiAN  K.  Post,  second  son  of  Martin  Post,  Esq., was  bom  in 
1807,  and  gradu-ited  at  Middiebury  College  in  1832.  He  com- 
jpenced  a  course  of  theological  study  at  Andover,  but  was  compell- 
ed to  c^bandon  it.  hj  the  failure  of  hi:i  heJilth.  In  the  hope  that 
teaching  would  better  comport  with  hi:i  delicate  Etato  of  lungs,  ho 
lesorti'd  i>j  it,  ;ind  c-stabiishcd  a  private  school  in  Medford,  Mass.; 
but  found  himself  unequal  to  the  rigors  of  a  Korthem  climate, 
and  attempted  to  prosecute  his  work  in  the  milder  latitude  of 
M-'-sissippi.  ComT>elled  by  diseasCjWhich  made  rapid  inroads  on  his 
5j---:tem.  to  abandon  his  employment,  he  visited  his  brother,  Rev.  M. 
M.  Post  of  Logansport,  Indiana,  and  there  died  Oct  5,  1834. 

"^LIAS  D.  Rockwell  was  several  years  associate  Principal  of  a 
Commercial  Colle^rc  in  Chicago.  HI.,  but  decide<l  to  enter  the  med- 
ical  profession.  Having  just  completed  his  course  of  medical  study, 
he  was  engaged  in  the  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  a  mil- 
iury  hospital  at  Chicago,  where  he  died  in  1^62,  from  disease  sup^ 
posed  to  have  been  induced  by  over  exertion. 

Several  of  the  soris  of  Cornwall  who  ought,  in  this  connection,  to 
be  mentioned,  have  engaged  in  various  employments  originating  in 
the  enterprise  and  discoveries  of  modern  times. 

Jo?E?ii  Pknnoyee  entered  Middiebury  College,  but  did  not  com- 
plete hl^  collegia-e  course.  He  has  been  employed  from  c<irly  life 
as  a  Civil  Engineer  in  Canada  East,  making  Sherbrooke  his  p^ace 
of  residence.  Proving  him.self  an  accomplished  ofUcer,  he  was 
raanj  year^  er'picyed  by  the  British  Government  in  conducting 
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tlioir  land  sirrvejs,  and  since  railroad  surveying  has  been  in  demand, 
lias  found  ample  and  lucrative  cmplovment  in  that  department 
of  labor. 

Wm.  E.  ErsT  was  emplojed  as  a  telegraph  operator  in  Boston; 
and  is  now  a  clerk  in  the  Boston  Post  Otiice. 

RoLLiN  S.  WiLLiA^rsox  has  been  employed  as  an  operator  in 
the  office  of  the  Electric  Telegroph,  first  in  i^Iassachusetts  and  more 
recentij  at  Palatine,  111,,  "where  he  now  resides  ;  acting  also  as  an 
agent  of  the  Chicago  and  i\orth""\V"estern  Railroad. 

StpoX'j-  B.  Thompson,  Esq.,  for  many  years  held  a  Lieutenant's 
commission  in  the  United  States  Navy,  and  vras  engaged  in  active 
service.  But, frail  health  and  the  demands  of  his  private  business 
induced  him  to  resign  his  place^  and  he  has  since  resided  in  Boston, 
conducting  a  farm  in  that  vicinity. 

Ezra  Foot,  a  son  of  Bussel  Foot,  has  devoted  his  time  to  giving 
instruction  in  music.  lie  has  been  accustomed  to  hold  musical 
conventions,  attended  by  one  or  more  assistants,  and'  has  prosecuted 
his  labors  extensively  and  successfully  in  the  West.  His  residence 
is  in  Western  ]N"ew  York. 

Edward  S.  Daxa,  a,  son  of  Austin  Danaas  Clerk  in  the  Pension 
Office  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

RuFUS  Mead  -was  born  in  1825.  After  the  retirement  of  J.  II. 
Barrett,  Esc|.,  from  the  editorial  department  of  the  Middlebury 
Register^  Mr.  Mead  succeeded  to  th.at  office,  whi-ch  he  continues  to 
hold  to  the  acceptance  of  his  patrons.  lie  "was  some  years  partner 
of  the  late  proprietor,  Justus  Cobb,  Esq.  For  the  past  three  years, 
he  has  been  joint  proprietor,  "\vith  Wm.  J.  Fuller,  of  the  paper  and 
its  office  of  publication. 

Moses  Pratt  was  editor  in  Albany,  Y. 

•  Though  the  names  of  most  of  the  College  graduates  from  Corn- 
wall appear  in  the  preceding^  lists,  it  may  be  gratifying  to  many 
readers  to  have  the  catalogue,  both  of  natives  and  of  those  resident 
here  when  graduated,  dravvm  out  in  full,  in  the  order  of  graduation, 
including  several  vrho  are  not  mentioned  a})ove. 
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GRADUATES. 


SDloCook,  1804. 

Luther  P.  Blod-et,  180;5. 

WilUam  Slade,  1807. 

Ebene/er  P.  Sper:  r,  1808. 

Jael  H.  Lin.^iy,  1811. 

Thomas  P.  .Matthe-vV;,  .Tsil. 

MUes  P.  S  illier,**  1811. 

Joseph  11  Audrus,   1812. 

Ajiik}-  Sa.usuu,   .1812. 

Reuben  Po?t,  1814. 

LudasC.  Foot,....  1815. 

L-i  I.n;;raham,  18.15. 

Lulher  a.  Bingham,.  18?1. 

LzraScovel,  ...1822. 

Lyman  3I:irthevs,  1822. 

Lucius  L.  TU.ki;,  1823. 

JeMah  Da>hue]l.  182G. 

S/;muo2i  Pout.  .....182(;. 

Martin  M=  Post,  ....132n. 

Sa^uuei  Everts   1828. 

Amzl  Jones  1328. 

G^o.  C.  V.  Kastraan,  ..182;). 

Giibort  T.  Th<.nip:-oiK  1830. 

V,'m.  II.  Laxt^^r.*  

Rvm:m  A.  WiMer,*  


Aurdinn  IL  Po<t,  1832. 

Lattuid  B.  Peet,  ...ISSL 

Or,sonR.Kk\ver!,  1834. 

Zebuluu  Jones  ...183G. 

Ashley  Samsoji,  188G. 

Cbauncy  Abhott,  .......  1837. 

Jamos  M.  Dou-lass,  ..,.1833. 

r>a%iaFooT,  1838. 

HIr;im  Pini-h.-.m,  LS39. 

Henry  N.  Hudson,  IS  10. 

Dadu^  3l.  Liasly,  1811. 

Milo  D.  Cook,  1812. 

Carlos  H.  Saiu.son,  18-15. 

Patrick  H.  Santord,  ...  .181'). 
Srepheu  ^V.  Peniolc,  ....1818. 

Hiram  Mtady   1850. 

Deodatns  I).  Ha^kdl,  . .  .1853. 

Gilbert  C.  Lano   1853. 

Martin  L.Mrrid,  1855. 

Charles  :iL  ^le^ul  185a. 

S.  Loroy  Plak-,  1850. 

Lymau  Peet,  18ul. 

Ahira  Jrau-.-:,*  

-  Joel  Llu^h-,'''  


The  above  are  graduates  of  MMdleLury  College,  except  those 
larked     vlio  are  irraduates  of  other  Colleges. 


^'iicaioved  \<hh  bid  parents  in  chiidhood, 
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CHAPTER  XXYI 

POPULATION  —  THE  FIKST  MALE  CHILD  BOBN  IN  TO-WX — THE  FIKST 

PEATILS  BY  ACCIDENT,  AND  BY   DISEASE          LONGEVITY  OF  THE 

nasi  SETTLERS  —  CEN'SUS  AT  DIFEEKENI  PERIODS  —  WHY  NO 
INCREA5C ? 

AuiY  carefal  innuirj  on  the  suhject,  I  toiiik  there  can  be  no 
question  that  the  iirst  maho  chih.l,  and  probablv  the  first  child  born 
in  Cornv.all'  was- Je.-se  Silkriggs  Foot.  He  vfas  born  Mav  ITth, 
17TG,  and  was  the  cii^hth  child  of  Dr.  Naiban  Foot,  whose  family 
Vie  l;ayt  a' read v  hail  occasion  to-  notice  as  having  been  here  before 
the  revoUuionary  war,  anil  as-  having  consisted  of  eleven  chilren,  of 
whom  five  were  bora  in  Watertown,  Conn.,  one  in  WilliamstowDj 
IMasL  ,  ai>  1  one  in  Clarendon,  in  this  State,  before  the  Doctor's 
removal  to  Con>,w:iil.  Jesse  was  bora  here  while  the  Continental 
forces  held  possession  of  Ticonderoga.  Two  other  sons  w^ore  born 
in  rir-t!:>-nd  after  the  fliLditof  the  settlers  in  1777;  and  one  daiicrhter 
of  the  family.  Partheuia  M.,  was  born  here  in  1784,  after  her  pa- 
rents' final  return. 

Several  of  the  first  settlers  had  children,  and  some  of  them  large 
farailies  before  they  came  to  Cornwall.  Among  the  earliest  born  m 
town  were  Luther  P.  Elo^lget,  Horace  Linslj,  William  Slade, 
Asahel  Eir^ghanj,  Fyederick  Ford  Jr.,  Iloract)  Janes,  Eli  Parkill. 
2^athan  Peck,  Roswell  Post. 

The  first  males  who  dic^l  in  Cornwall,  were  Jacob  Linsly  and 
a  •Sir.  Lee  —  the  former  by  disease,  the  latter  by  accident.  Mr. 
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Lee  WaS  engaged  in  chopping  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  a  lot  near 
Mr.  Stel'bins',  -wben.  bj  tbe  breaking  of  a  lodged  tree  he  ?r'a3  in- 
i>taritly  killed.  David  Baxter  Tvas  killed  a  few  years  later  bj  the 
axe  Oi'a  coa-panion  vs'ith  whom  he  was  choppiiig —  the  axe  having 
i:]jpped  from  its  handie,  and  lodged  in  his  alsdomen. 

It  is  a  fact  of  sufScient  interest  to  demand  a  passing  notice,  that 
a  large  proportion  of  the  early  settlers  lived  to  advanced  age.  isirs. 
Mercy  Andrus,  the  mother  of  Eldad  Andrus,  was  aged  lOG  years 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  Jerendah  Bingham  lived  to  the  age  of 
94— Isaiah  Gilbert  EbenoEcr  Stebbins  9G—John  Rockwell  sen 
92 — Felix  Benton  90  —  Enos  Morgan  913  —  xVbrahiun  Wiriiamson 
87 — Samuel  Blodk'ct  87 — Israel  C.  Janes  87  —  Daniel  Foot  89 — 
Reuben  Peck  8S — Samuel  Ingrahani  80.  Several  others  reached 
extreme  age,  but  I  am  unable  to  give  their  ages  with  precision.  An 
ei|Ually  large  number  of  females  have  been  spared  to  very  advanced 
years,  among  whom  ^vere  ]SIrs.  Felix  Benton.  Mrs.  Wm.  Baxter, 
Mrs,  David  Tarkill,  the  last  exceeding  90  years.  A  few  still  linger 
among  us,  past  fbur  score  years,  the  representatives  of  the 
past.  —  the  tie  vrhich  connects  those  now  living  with  the  venerable 
dead,  v^hose  energy  felled  i.he  forests  and  sub<lued  the  fields  ;  whose 
piety  and  wis'lom  established  our  churciies  and  schools  ;  whose 
principle  and  forecast,  in  a  word,  laid  the  foundation  of  many  gen- 
e-r:\tioas.  Anioncr  tliese  ore  Mi-s.  Boxalana  Peet.  Mrs.  Khoda 
Williamson,  Frederick  Frost  and  Walker  Linsly. 

Baltus,  a  colored  man,  died  in  Jan.uary,  1SG2,  at  an  age  prob- 
ably not  much,  if  any,  less  than  one  hund]T>d  years.  He  is  said  to 
have  come  to  Vermont  as  a  servant  in  the  fauiily  of  Mrs.  Buslrnell's 
father,  and  from,  that  circumstance  to  have  become  an  inmate  of  her 
family.  He  was  trained  as  a  house  servant  and  was  willing  to  be 
useful  in  that  capacity,  but  was  quite  averse  to  field  labor.  Ills 
last  years  were  spent  in  decrepitude,  but  were  rendered  compara- 
tively comdbrtalde  by  a  liberal  provision  for  his  wants  at  tlie  charge 
of  the  town.  Like  most  of  the  aged  colorfl  m-^n  of  Xcw  England, 
be  claimed  that  in  early  life  he  waa  acquainted  with  (Jen.  Wash- 
'.igtop,  and  was,  once,  his  servant. 
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The  prevalent  diseases  in  Cc»rnwall  are  of  course  similar  to  tho^: 
generally  occurriiig  in  this  region.  While  coinparatively  exeoipt 
io  the  earliest  periods  of  our  historj  from  the  iotermittent  fevers, 
commofi.  for  many  years  in  the  towns  bordering  on  the  LakOj  ^-e 
have  probably  been  visited  ds  often  and  as  violently  Avitb  other 
fevers  as  they.  There  have  been  periods  ^vhen  typhus  and  typhoid 
fevers  have  prevailed  ^vith  much  inalignanty,  and  vrithin  a  few 
weeks  or  months,  nambercd  many  persons  ^itli  the  dead.  These 
periods  have  not,  however,  been  of  very  frequent  recurrence.  There 
was  very  fatal  sickness  in  1802,  and  an  equally  fatal  prevalence  of 
typhus,  or  as  it  was  designated  by  many  physicians,  ship  fever, 
in  the  winter  of  1812-13j  during  the  v^ar  with  Great  Britain. 
The  disease  first  appeared  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  in  the  camps 
of  the  Northern  division  of  our  army  at  Burlington  and  Plaits- 
burgh,  and  tlience  spread  widel}^  through  this  State,  and  indeed 
through  New  England,  carrying  in  its  train,  sorrow,  bereavement 
and  death.  The  disease  saenied  avfhile  to  mock  the  best  efforts  of 
medical  skill,  and  throughout  its  prevalence,  the  mortality  was 
fearful, 

A  typhus  fever  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1847,  within  a 
brief  period  cut  down  some  of  our  most  valuable  members  of  soci- 
ety, both  male  and  female.  There  have  been  periods,  too,  when 
scarlet  fever  aT;d  dysentery  have  appeared  with  much  malignancy, 
especially  among  the  young,  and  have  hurried  hence  numerous 
victims. 

But  pulmonary  disease,  in  its  various  phases,  has,  beyond  a  ques- 
tion, proved  the  chief  agent  of  mortality  in  our  community.  With 
disguised  habiliments,  and  with  flattering  mien,  she  often  lures  her 
victims,  while  yet  unsuspecting,  beyond  the  reach  of  aid,  and  then 
points  them  to  the  narrow  home,  towards  which  they  are,  slo^A-ly 
perhaps,  but  a^^suredly  advancing. 

I  am  not  a-'.vare  that  any  record  of  mortality  in  Cornwall,  kept 
previously  to  1S02,  is  now  in  existonco.  For  twelve  years  from 
that  date,  I  find  araemorandum  of  the  deatiis  in  town,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  my  father,  as  follows  : 
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1802,... 53         1803.... 21         1804..,. 11         1805.... 17 

'180^....  5         1807....  1.=?         1808  15         1809.... 14 

1810. ...14         1811. ...11         1812.. .14         1813. ...37 
J 811  to  Sept.  30.,.. 5 

I  It  is  known  tbut  Mr.  Builinell  was  accustomed. to  keep  a  list  of 
^  (ieatbs,  and  present  it  to  bis  people  on  the  first  sabbath  of  each  year, 
j  This  list  I  cannot  obtain,  nor,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  anj  similar 
i  list  that  raay  have  been  kept  by  his  successors  in  office,  obtainable. 
;  From  1847,  Major  Orin  Field,  for  whose  kind  aid  in  collecting 
I  statistics,  I  have  before  had  occasion  to  make  my  acknovj'leugementSj 
hzs  kept  a  laMe  of  mortality  which  he  has  furnished  for  my  use. 

r547,...30  1818....  7  1849.... 12 

1850.... 15  1851.... 19  1852,.,. 14 

1853  15  1854         Q  1855  14 

185O....10  1857.... 11  1858....  8 

18 /J. ...10  18G0....11  18Gl---'ll 


^  To  this  list  Maj.  Field  adds  the  remark  that  in  184T,  five  per- 

I  sons  died  o\?v  8  5  years  and  ten  months  old,  and  that  two  boys  were 

I  drowned. 

I  The  population  of  Cornwall  in  1791,  in  which  year  the  State 

f  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  was  826.     At  the  several  enumera- 

I  lions  subsecjuent  to  this  period^  the  census  was  as  follows  : 

18'j0....1163  1810.... 11^3 

i  1810....  1-279  1850.... 1155 

1820.... 1120  1860....  977* 

1830....  12(34 

From  the  above  figures  it  appears  that  previous  to  1800,  the 
increase  of  population  was  very  rapid,  the  number  having  reached 
1163  in  about  sixteen  years.  Forty  years  afterward,  though  there 
had  been  some  variations  in  the  intermediate  period,  the  number 
appears  uncha.ig^^d.  During  the  next  ten  years,  the  census  indi- 
cates an  actual  decrease  of  c/ght ;  and  in  the  next  ten  years,  there 
appears  the  startling  decrease  of  178, 

To  one  unacquainted  with  facts  in  this  case,  it  may  seem  sur- 
prising that  a  town,  which,  at  "its  first  settlement,  was  so  rapidly 
peopled,  and  which  has  ever  been  enterprising  and  prosperous, 
should  during  a  period  of  sixty  successive  years,  suiler  such  a  loss 

*Thn5  rcyortod  in  the  Ceii.  '.l-;  v  turn.s  of  1860,  but  jirobaMj  an  error. 
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in  it3  population.     Facts  -^iiicli  bave  already  been  presented  to  the  I 
leader  slio-.v  how  large  a  number  of  professioiial  men  have  gone  out  | 
from  our  borders  ;  and  more  extended  inquiry  will  show  that  since  1, 
ISOO,  an  incessant  tide  of  emigration  has  been  setting  from  onr  } 
borders  ;  first  to  ^'orthern  IS  ew  York,  next  to  AVestern  Xew  York; 
next  to  Feniisylvariia  and  Oliio  ;  next  to  Michigan,  then  to  the  j 
broad  plaiits  of  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  iMinnesota.     Some  of  | . 
the  sons  of  Cornv.all  have  found  fields  of  labor,  and  some.  I  may  | 
addj  have  found  a  final  resting  place  in  Missouri  and  Ai'kansaSj  | 
and  especially  Isbm  OfleaDS.  whose  grave  yards  will,  in  the  resur-  I 
rection,  prov;3  to  have  swallovfed  up  an  untold  multitude  of  north-  I 
ern  victims.  f 
The  pulpits  of  our  land,  the  halls  of  legislation,  tbe  courts  of  I 
■justice,  the  chairs  of  editorial  ond  literary  labor,  tlie  seminaries  of  \ 
instruction,  the  chambers  of  sickness,  the  marts  of  trade,  the  rail-  I 
xoad  and  telegraph  ofiices,  the  homes  of  agriculture  dotting  the  j 
pn  iries  of  tis^^  Wesc,  the  agencies  of  benevolence  and  the  abodes  of  I 
33aissionary  toil  in  this  and  in  pagan  lands,  can  answer  the  interrog-  : 
atory  why  the  numbers  of  our  population  have  remained  so  nearly  j 
stationary  for  raore  than  half  a  century.    For  in  all  these  positions,  | 
.the  natives  of  Cornwall  have  been,  and  in  many  of  them  may  now  | 
be  found,  discharging  their  several  responsibilities  with  a  measure  of  | 
energy  and  u^h^^Yity,  in  most  cases,  creditable  to  themselves,  and  i 
L;'riorable  to  the  town  which  gave  them  birth  and  nurtured  their 
early  years. 


'I 

I 


HISTORY  OF  COR  ■S  WALL. 


28S 


CIUPTER  XXYIL 

RECOILD  or  FA3ULIE3  SETTLED  rREYIOUSLY  TO  1800. 

With  the  belief  that  it  ^Till  bo  gr;itifjing  to  tlie  descendants  of 
the  fir5t  setth^rs.  of  Cornwall,  to  have  their  faoily  llegisters 
plap>d  beyond  the  reach  of  casualty  on  the  printed  page,  I  have 
compiled  the  folkuving,  partly  from  the  record  kept  by  the  towii 
clerk  in  accordance  vfith  an  early  statute,  and  partly  frora  notes 
taken  during  conversations  held  "with  aged  persons  still  living,  re- 
epectin^  families  of  th^-ir  o^n  parents,  or  otlser  famQie|  with  whoiQ 
tbey  were  farailiar.  For  the  o^nvenience  of  reference,  Vf'ithout  aiy 
index,  I  arrange  them  in  alphabetic  order,  promising  only,  that  al~ 
i.bou^ih  the  list  aumot  be  made  entirely  free  from  error,  much 
oiforL  has  been  made  to  render  it  reliable.  The  name  of  the  father 
of  each  family  is  placed  at  its  head,  "witli  the  Bjaiden  name  of  the 
mother,  where  I  could  aecertain  it.  Tiie  dates  of  births,  when 
known,  are  given,  and  at  the  right  hand  of  the  column  are  given 
the  names  of  those  to  whom  the  daughters  were  married. 


FAMILY  IlECORI). 

ANT>rj:S,  ELDAD.  !  ANrUirs;  FPPIKADr. 

Pdiv.  bornM,.-^.  1778.    Wm.  A.  Stirun;:.^^^'^^ -^>-  l"*^' 


Sviv'ia.  M;i-.-  17,  17'J-J 
'I'j.hr.-iini  Jr..  3!anh  '2i),  1705, 


A]>KkXATHY,  JARED  &  OLIVE  1<J<>T,  'iij^l' nii,;,  Y..  A^;^  i.  j'->I. 

E/<-'kiel.  'ioAcvii  H..rc  !iKi->,  Ai(-;i>t  7,  l.^O;?, 

Ttfargarot.  SuiidiTli!!.'Ai)f;ii!am  Thonui.-,  M;in.li  8,  Ibt.lo. 

Cvru?.  April  iHnh. 
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Jh^hnpca,  U-r.}  S.M^t,  -J.;;.  17-S3. 

8..;.;-,  Sq,t.  i;>:;. 

Jo-c[/u  R:i,p!iael,  A\>rA  3,  1701. 
Liiciua  Ieni;i. 

ALVORO,  JOHX  nis'l  OLIVE 
John  iVrnrov,  1  f,rn  March  2.^,  1793. 
H-.rri.r.  Julv  •::7,  1705.  J.  Smith, 

^l;xri,^  3lav  li,  17;;;  ^- ^'i^^-'^MN^^hli^t^rrFehnAin' 20.  179i. 

Jnsej.'i  H<.:.ker  uc^toberll',  IH-J..  Oatherine,  Sept.  27,  ITOo.'     Levi  F.  Tliden. 

Ci.n.^  Aug.  10  1.  y.  November  13,  1797. 

IJecta  l)c-ce.uuvr  ^,  iy^v  lAzro,  April  29,  1S«V2. 

A  a..    .•..o.lt.n.M.  Dec.  L>,  ..^o  jBurr,  Fehnnrv  29. 1S04, 

^\;t.      1^1.  Tc;wu5en.l;p^,|,,^  _p^l,_        i^^G.  Tavlw. 

!l;er:^-v  E..  Feb.  2.  1808.  "Wiliard. 
^K.      ;3[ilo  and  Phlio,  twin  sons,  3fay  3, 1810. 
►Stephen. 

BLODGET, 


BF.NTON,  ANr*l?EW. 
jAiuIrcw  Jr.,  bom  'March  4,  1787. 
Sherrill.  Sara)...  October  13,  1789, 

iTryplieiia,  August  6,  3792. 
^''^ote.j  BENTON,  FELIX. 

iTaD^ar.  April  20,  11  sS.  W.  LInslj. 

iKlij.^h.'Foi.MuiTv  12,  1700. 
'Elcctn,  March  3.  i;02.  F.  M  IM]. 


Deniiiig. 


JaiiC  Ann,  February  Vj,  ISIG. 

AVERY,  ROGER  nvA  Ef.lZAE} 
Ect>cy,  born  Jaiuiars'  2t^,  3,f;j, 
Jvhrt  S'^pi'^mUer  4,  17-^n. 
Luc  -,  l;-c.--mb-?.-  -i,  1787. 
i\.!ly,  Noveuilici-  il,  1/90. 

BALCOM,  ABP.AH.UI, 

Luther, 
Abi.:j;ail. 

Frv'clove.  a  dair.rhter. 

■  ioLn8<vi, 


Zen  9.3 
Luther  Palmer. 
jvSarnuel  Jr. 
lElisha 
lira 

i  Harvey. 

jL^'raai). 
Ebola. 
JluWalu 
An  ne. 


Al;!iir;u  A.  Dongl.a?? 

Sophia.  Har-",'oy 
liAT  TlIOLnMEV,',  SA^.R'EL  and  CHLOE.  ( )rp!.aii. 
Fa:.chora,  born  •■une  2n,  i^uj.  iBerser. 
SaiuuJ,  Deccnibov  lii,  l^iA,  i^Iarcia  Ann. 

Cbe..tr-r,  Aa-a>t  2i.  l^'W.  BEODGET,  AlICHIPPUS. 

Sylvanus,  July  1.^,  F^ll.  IWheeler,  Aii;.:u.>t  lo,  1785. 

BAKEIi  TEMOTHY.  i Almonds,  ^lay  15,  1787. 

Fannv,  '  J.  Dou2;]as.-?.;Truirian,  January  2/,  1< c;9. 

1=1,,,!. o.'  •  '  T„.-.-x^n-.-..^  r,. 


A.  Williamsoa. 

Samuel  Peck. 
Ilieron  Tilden. 
Milo  Holley. 


BOYNTON,  JOHN. 
iOlive,  boru  Octotjer  1?5,  1794. 
■L>L.vid,  September  2,  179G. 
iJohn  Jr.,  Septeuiber  9,  1798. 
Henry,  Jul}-  5,  180iJ. 
Jereniiab,  Deeembor  14,  1802, 
Levi  S.-  .july  2-1,  18*''-i. 
PoHv,  August  10.  ISuG. 
jjocl. 
iZcrah. 

15.1  ^,'GHAM,  JXEEMTA H  and  ABIGAIL 
I  HAWKS. 
•Janie-.  hr.m  December  12,  1772, 


<  iari^ja, 
Oliver, 
Eboda. 
P.el).cca. 
Lucv, 
Al; 'lei!^. 
lrc;,r. 
Nrincv, 
"Wiilin^n. 
Luv:!:',n. 

BENEDICT,  ZACHAEIAH. 

,Sailv.  S.  Hollev.'Eeu>w;n.  .January  7,  1775.' 

j/i:-:,!,  '  ;Jra,  Ju.r.ary  in,  1777. 

"  BL.-VNCHAED,  N.\TlIANrEL.         jSylvia.  Doc".  18,  1778.  A.  Dclong. 

E^.  kiel  bom  Sej.^emlxir  20,  1779.  Abv-ad,  Nov.  2,  1.80.  Johnson, 

rvr^f.^i  t  Julv  y..  17.^2.  J.  M.asu-;an.iJercnii;di  Jr.,  Feb.  2,  1783. 

IE-   -■  Novel:       13,  17SJ.  jEwth,  December  17,  1784- 

7:>.::V.;;,;-.  Asaheb  Octo],er,  1.788. 

Oi-''r7'i^cl  JraFoof.!        ■  "BLN'GHAr-I,  JEREMIAH,  2d, 

Nadianicl  Jr.,  killed  while  young  by  a  logjf^^-'ba  '-i^'  b'<;ru  No  vein  her  29,  1787, 


roHint 


Oil  hini. 


E-i  '.r;i.  ^< 
Laura  2d, 


2,  1789. 


LrJhc^r. 

Cvnthia. 
Williitu  Jr. 
Lvdia. 
Chau.ncy. 
Lor  ;n'.la. 


'ijTil  20.  1791. 
j  O  HI  b.^EVN,  JESSE. 

|.-\.m<^^,  born  Ncvcruber  5,  1780. 
iMary,  h)-  :vh  S'b  178b. 
Saliv,  Juno  5, 1787. 
William,  Jan.  10,  1789. 
Lutlier,  Augu.yt  29,  1790, 
Calvin,  December  21,  1792. 
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Anna,  Ju)y  18,  1705. 
Kion,  Septenibfr  7,  1797. 
Lnura,  >>oveirbcr  2C.  1799. 
Juliua,  Julv  '20,  lH'y2. 

'CAMl'BELL.  JAMES. 
Ktbecca,  born  Janiiary  19,  1779. 
Sarah,  ^L3S-y,\  lb.  1781. 
Hiinnal},  tio.iA-'-.nber  8,  17.S3. 
S^rab,  3Iar.jh  28,  17 S  5. 
Robert,  November  14,  1790. 
Johi).  August  2.'\  17!:-2. 

■  LEMUEL, 
Miranda,  ■burn-Juiif  .  y,  173^7. 
Beeve,  Agrll  9,  1791. 
Alpheus,  September  5,  1793. 
Uavid,  Juue  20.  1797. 

COCK.  JOSEPH. 
M!!o,  bjni  JaM:arv'2,  1783. 
Jo^rtnh  H.,  -Taiv  "J.'i,  1788. 
Diai'el  D.,' Ax.uju^t  ^2,  1792. 
Eiiiora,  June.".  l.OL  Goidinj:. 
Cbanncv.  Au-u^:  18,  1790. 
Hamet^  Oor..i:or  2.  179s.  lYn.  Lane. 

DAGGFT.  JOSEPH. 
Joieph,  Iwrn  SeptCiijer  1:>,  1700. 
Rebecca.  Fcliri;;j.r^-  2,  17\*o. 

Haraio".  v^.--.  >:.?!•;:  -r  18,  1800. 

LfAGGKT,  HFNIiV  ana  PA3:ELA 
lA  MliLLXG, 
Poll",  bom  AivM  10.  i•s^'2. 
brcMheii  A,.  J'n^e  l^^^  1^^:^. 
Lniil-i,  a-laiubrer,  M-irch  2,  1806. 
Daviri.  Am  :ll^t  [}.  1S09, 
L'-vi,  J       ^.  jSU, 
Oq.b:;  y['.rl\:.,  M.>v  23,  1810. 

DO l.'GLASS,  JAM  ES  RSH. 
James,  born  Ai'.gu.^t  15,  17'';0. 
Elias. 

Jr>hn.  :  . 

BerOah,  / 
uba.n. 

i>LREEY,  JEDEDIAH  and  MILLICENT 

Olive,  bori!  Tvlay  9,  1784. 
EH.  April  21.  17S'.;. 
Ehcfa,  A:v';ot  25,  1788. 
Lav;,'v,  >      mb^r  7,  1790. 
Nancy,  :\i -ci:.  17,  1793. 
Truiiian,  6''f  ^err.hrr  l.*.  179G. 

DWL\NEmAVILLL\M. 
Wiiliam  Jr.,  !-..rn  .hiv.e  17,  179'L 
luyLF,  -iKPliKX         iiT'NICE  LIN^SLY. 
^rpr<hvn  Jr..  !  ^ni  M  ir  6,  1701. 
K[::i.L-,  NATHAN  aud  CHLOE  3I0EGAN. 

HlOIIld:,  I). 

Tr-jnian, 

Loii.  B.  Parkill, 

lO'.phronia.  0.  .Sani-^on. 

L'.  ui,i,  J.  W.  Con  rue. 
J  '.>rin. 

l^t -ov.  H.  B.  Roys. 

FExSN,  I  ITUS  and  RHODA  ANDULS. 

Titus. 
L'icy. 

KaciJa,  J.  Bingbam, 

85 


jConstaut. 
jAbi. 
jZeno, 
Ethan. 

Thomas. 

Julirta. 

Paiilina. 

F.l.ELD,  ASAHEL. 
Pattv.  born  May  6,  1707.  C.  Fenn. 

Lvdia;  Mav  1,  1799.  . 

Aiuhey,  October  15,  180.2.  C.  Hooker. 

Biit^ry,  October  26.  1S05.  D.  Hookier. 

field;  ELLSHA  Jr. 

Clarissa,  Deo.  25,  1790.  E.  B.  Baxter. 

lOrrin,  Jnw?  IT,  1792. 

|[.,ijraan,  .March  28,  1794. 

iNoniian.  ScptL-nibcr  28,  1802. 

IJ.oval  Casp,  December  13,  1809. 

'El^ha  C,  Anvil  5.  1818. 

ilCiicba  Field'. !i.->a  Feb.  18.  1852,  aged  88. 

I  FOOT,  Dr.  NATHAN. 

Daniel  v.'a?  boru  in  Waiertovvn,  Conn.,  April 

i      ;j,  I7b0. 

'Nalhan  Jr..  Noveniber  lO,  1761. 
iMilliccut,  Novciiibcn-  6,  17()3.        J.  r^urfee. 
lAbi'.Ji,  Mrivcb  ■>:^.  17GG. 
iUi-i,  July  12.  17:;8. 

(Je><e,  b.jrn  in  ^ViHian^^town,  !^Li?^,,  1770. 
iMariau  a\  '.1:5  bora  Clarendon,  \'r.,  Novea;ber 
I       0,  1772.  Olnisteati. 
Ijesse  S.,  born  in  Cornivall  May  17,  177o'. 
frhouia?-,  iii-rn  iji  liu.rbuid  Jnlv  9,  1778. 
■Wiliiaui,  liiulaad,  .Sepfeniber  5,  1780. 
i'artheaia  Id.,  ('ovnwal'.  '},l:xy  5,  1784. 
\  FO(n\  NATHAN  Jr. 

;Sallr,  born  April  13.  1791. 
: Finns  0.  cob  ..r  14,  1794. 
d.uciu,^  C'biti.ersden,  Novembers,  1796. 
iL'.'cina,  Julv  3(i.  iSOO. 

bMillicent,  lice.  17,  1802.      Wm.  Waittlesr. 
iM:iria. 
Elvira. 

Mary.  H.  Griffin. 

FOOT,  DANIEL. 

Sally. 
Aiiue. 

-^vlvest-^r  S. 

FOOT,  ABTJAH. 
Itarvey  I'i-r       ..iii.  born  Febra:;rv  7,  1794. 

I'<  'vG\  Dr.  S(>(.OM0N.. 
"^'d'^n'.on.  b  .in.  N')v.  19.  I^;tj2. 

ii-'  i  -  A:.-.ib-vM,  J;.u.  I;;0t5. 

;Fi!/-i  (  Sept.  21,  1^08.      E.  CoUlsa. 

iCHJi",  DA\'IDS-  a.iUia  MARY  SOOVEL. 
(Abr.un,  hom  I'i 46. 
■b':LvidJr. 

<;!ivo.  J.  Ancmathy. 

jl'oily.  L.  Sperry. 

5wU--oL 

Mir.-uula.  Ezra  M«ad. 

Elijah. 

Huldah.  A.  Phinnoy. 

FOOT,  JAKED  and  LUCINDA. 
A.'sa  K.  Bucl  adopted  sou,  born  June  1791. 
Jurci  Jr.,  boni  July  12,  1795. 
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mrid,  October  13,  1797. 
Lurinda,  Sertember  29,  179 
Eii,  October  9,  1S03- 

FISHEn ,  ISAAC. 
Abig.iil,  boru  October  IjlT'SS. 
Trvohos^i,  February  U*,  1791. 
FOKD,  FHEJjEkiCK  nnd  SUSAKNAH 

DOUGLASS. 
Predenck  was  borii  Jmoc  4.  1787. 
FRObT,  FKEBEIUCK  and  MAKTH.A 

Sally, 
Israel K 
John. 
Joseph. 
Martha. 
Mary. 
Amanda. 
Isaac. 
Levi. 
GIBBS, 
Snrab.. 


J.  Smith 


Smith, 


lEeul^n  F. 

!  HALL,  HILANIK 

{Hiland  Parsons,  1787.  ' 
Eudotia,  1789. 

HALL,  BENJAMIN. 
Reuben  D. 

HATFTEWA^Y,  ERASTUS, 
jAiistin,  born  November  27,  17'S5. 
iLoyice,  September  3,  1788, 
Klioda,  May  22,  1700. 
HAMLIN/BENJAMIN  and  PAMELIA 

TURNER. 
John  vras  born  March  11,  170.3. 

HUKLBUT,  BARTHOLOMEW. 
Levi  T>'as  born  September  14,  1736. 
Ellis,  December  29,  1788. 


Luther.  February  2t 


791, 


Nichols:  Aaron. 
jLois. 
■Titus. 

AEOC  and  SARAH  STONE.  ICh^.c. 

N.  Landers.! A bner. 

David. 
Harry. 


HILL,  TITUS, 


E.  Peck. 


Ezra  Ciine.dlenrY,  born  September  14,  1785, 


I>otha. 

Tnaman  C.  Abigad. 
lantha.  William  Cook.  Polly. 

Ursr.k^  George  Havens.j  HURLBUT, 

Eloisa.  • 
Noah  C. 
I-'avid  S. 
Silas  L. 

GIBBS,  HENRY. 
Abigail,  boru  Febru,-.ry  11.,  3  788 
Harry.  October  I  K  1  T'jO. 
GOODRICH,  MOSES  and  MARY  FORD. 

Frederick  was  born  tieptember  18,  i795.{Hannali,  Feb.  1,1804. 


N.  Greea, 
G.  W.  GrisWd, 
ELL8RA. 


31, 1790 

r92. 


M  ary. 
Milheent. 
Lucy. 
John  F. 

HAMLIN,  JOHN. 
N^ithaniel -was  born  August  30,  1780, 
Ell,  Juue  10,  1782. 
Lydia,  Augabt  1,  l7-'?4. 
M,.ry,  Augusr  31,  17c6. 
B''-nj;i.nu a ,  J arj uary 
Enoo,  August  <J0,  l 

HALL,  THOMAS. 
Thomas  Jr,  bora  Au'zv.^t  27,  1780. 
Jeruslia,  October  16.~17-^L. 
Fr-idouce,  Mirch  1.  1783- 
Lav'd,  June  1^9,.  1784. 
ReubcLi.  August  12,  1780. 
Anna,  Jaiiuar?  13.  1788. 
Levi,  March  i'j,  1789. 
Cla;-bs,sa,  .January  2'.»,  1792 
Alanson  NortLrup,  February  26,  1794, 
Pylvanus 


jCiarissa,  June  4,  1787. 
Lucretia,  April  8,  1787, 
Wiliiam,  Au^ast  16,  1790. 
Anson,  April' 12.  1792. 
Amiiii,  March  7,  17'Jd» 
1.0 visa,  Nov  11,,  1797, 
.Julifv,  Scot  6,  1790, 


F.  Frost 
Stickney, 


Win-  Hart. 
Vt'oodrnJl. 


Saniuniha,  April  3, 
jLydia,  March  25,  1S07. 
M.  Kitchel.j.iulia-!,  March  1  i,  1-^,09. 

Bets.n-,  October  1,  1811. 
8aniue! . 
l:dwin, 

llOLLEY,  JOHN. 
.John  jr.,  Augu.st  27.  1781. 
.Stephen,  April  9,  1783. 
Mary,  February  18,  1785- 
Abigiil,  Lecember  22,  1786. 
.Milo,  January  13,  1789. 
Fhilo. 

HOLLEY,  STEPHEN. 

Samuel. 


J.  Jcne«. 


Baker. 
HoUey 


Charlotte,  Bascoal, 
•ryroUne.  J.  Twitchel. 

iLucv,  L.  T.  Matthews. 

■INuilAUAM,  DANIEL  k  ELIZABETH. 
Perkins.  Nath.-^.n  Spencer,  b>  rn  Dec  14  1801. 
,Jo.v;ph  Pitta,  sepiember  14,  1803. 
Da:ud  Norman.  April  2,  1807. 
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IKGRAHAM,  PITTS.  ;F.ccta. 
Clarissa,  Sco-e'.'frene,  E.  Bro'Wn. 

Khvda.  Pariull.  Martin, 

Lois,  -Wright.  L'l.^v.  Blowers. 

Felend^i-  ~'     , Matthew  I, 

Luciiiui.  i  LINSLY,  ABIAL,  Seu, 

Nathan.  Ijoel, 

Kathas.  iUNSLY,  J:JT:L  csr  lAVlKA  GICBERT, 

INGRAHAM,  SAMUEL  and  SARAH   ic?a]iy,  May  11,  1783.  Baldwia. 

Ustsey,  S^^ptember  11,1785. 

SjIIv,  bot-n  July  :'3,  l(So,.  jliovfice,  l^eeembei-  lo,  1787- 

V'Alv,  April  10,  17^:^.  iJoel  Harvey.  Julv  15,  lli^'d, 

Anna,  April  2.  1787.  IGilbert,  V.iv  9,  1793. 

Saro  iel  Jr.,  Pec-ouibor  iC,  17S8.  iOIiarles,  Au-ast  29,  1795.. 

u-i.  D-  :2Diber  ilO,  ]  r.Ln.  '  'Lucius,  May  iG,  1793. 

Levi,  Au.-us'  15,  37y4-.  [Julias.  February  5,  3  801. 

8vlvia.  February  5,  17Qu.  i  LI>;SLf ,  AiUAL. 

August  20,'l7''S.  fLaiira,  born  July  6,  1784. 

Calvin.  Autrc.t  25,  1801.  jTbanl^ful,  July  12.1786. 

Betsey.  Maroh  17.  1804.  '.  Iaris«a,  Juiy'l7.  1787. 

JA%£8,  I8B  SJL  C.  aril  MARY  A^N  Henry  Gilbert,  August  3,  ITS?. 

M.AR8Ii,  ..N'ane-y.,  ycDtercbcr  7,  1791. 

Tforaoe,  born  October  16,  1780.  ;  LLXSLY,  JACOB,  Sen. 

Eiij.ib.  January  12,  1791.  ;Rboda.  S,  Bean. 

Luv-.-,  M:!.'-ch  i4,  17'J2,  A.  Bou'I.  Walker. 

ALtia,  r.e.>'t:iber  24.1703.       K.  :aead  laeob. 

£lnah,  Septeiiiber  S,  1795,  Poliv.  Waterhouse. 

Mary  Ann,  April  25,  K99.  i      *        LIKSLY  SOLOMON. 

Lucina.  J.  Mavhew.  Solomon, 

Polly.  ly'.  Parker  L'aniei. 

E'eota,  -  ;Davvi. 

Bet-v.  iEunii^e.  Dolpli. 

J05L3,  DEA.  AMZI  an.d  HEP8IBAH  l-MEAD,  CAllY  and  JLT)rrH  SA.M80N. 
HARVEY.  ;<;hL-.e,  June  17,  17b8. 

Hepsibah,  bom  l^ecember  18,  1690.       jJudith,  Juhg  5,  1791. 
Amzi,  iCary.jr  May  4.,  1792. 

Jasoa.  ICary  2d,  I,  1794. 

Anna.  Miles.  Lunnm,  Jii;>.;  5,  ]  790, 

Ahira,  jMEAD,  LirruS  and  BETSEY  EOCK- 

Zebalon.  Wl^LL. 
I.oreazo  iRufus,  born  April -E  179-3, 

Mary,  S.  8.  Rock?relI.; Hannah,  June  od,  1795.  Martin, 

Koliin  J.  -Vuiy.  E.  Mas  a?  an. 

LA^TDO^,  THOM.AS,  Sen.  |  M INER  ,  BICILATID. 

Thomas.  lEIuldali,  January  22.  17S1.     E.  Paln>er. 

Isaac.  i 

Ethan.  jl^ncy,  October  7,  1795,        EH  ParkilL 

■E.linund.  ,Ber.~oy,  AnriilS,  1787,    Wm.  Sher^vood. 

Horace.  jAda'a,  I'lov,  3,  3  788.       "VVm.  Chipaian. 

Amos  -Soplironia,  St'pi.-aiLer  23, 1790. 

liuiaah.  I  N.  BLaachard. 

LA^E,  JAMES  ^ud  POLLY.        i^-la^^  October  2:\  1792. 
Job.  |Ebene/ef,  X...veiaber  1:3,  1794, 

James.  iBarnl!,  S,,  M     18,  1  797. 

William.  jc^raer,  August  J2,  1790.  Armstrong. 

S(irah.  '  iHiram,  June  4,  1801, 

LEWIS  MATTtlE\Y,  iLucmda,  November 8,  1806. 

Mary.  L.  \Vii':amsoii.|  N IJTTEVG.  DAVID. 

Aiaasca.  iSarah,  August  13,  1776. 
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Salome,  January  28.  1781. 
Charlotte,  June  4,  17S2. 
Cavii,  April  20,  1784, 
ra.ulixia,  January  1,  1VS5. 
Paruele,  .lauuarv  1,  17SS. 

NORTON,  SHADilACH. 
Luaian  Benton,  born  Janu.irv  16,  17S4, 
PARKILL,  DAVID  and  fclBUEL 
BLA.XCHARD. 
Mi,  September  24,  17S3. 
Laura,  May  4,  178*3-  C-  Rockvrell 


X.or>;o  ia, 


17^8. 


.Bronson 


Slbi^ei,  July  6,  1790 

Davids  by  secoud  raarriage,  1793. 

Chico,  1795.  Northrup. 

Bornioiin,  born  1802. 

TruiQaa,  ISO  5. 

PECK,  REUBEN. 
Darius,  born  February  12,  1793. 
Romeo,  August  14,  1700, 
Julius,  February  2,  1S02. 
Sally,  June  2,  1S03,         J.  Mitchel, 
PECK,  JACOB  5.  ELIZABEiil  GICBS. 
Elizabeth,  bom  17Sfi.  E.  Reeve. 

'Williani. 
Jacob. 

Nathan,  June  26,  1788. 

Dotha.  November  SO,  1790.    D.  Sanford. 

Polly, 'March  8»  1792,  Kennedy. 

Lydia,  May  5,  1795. 

Sheldon,  Au^zust  26,  1797. 

Alaosru,  February  2,  1800, 

Ann  I,  March  25,  1802.         J-  Sanford 

Nancy.  J.  r^Ioody. 

PECK,  SAIIUEL  nnd  HULDAii 
BLnLGET. 
Stephen  Gooi»vln,  born  July  19,  1803. 

PECK,  ELIZUR  an  1  LOIS  HILL, 
Lois  -  bora  August  24,  1 S03.      M.  Pond. 

Da^id. 
Elizur. 

PENNOYEK,  AMOS. 

Josepli. 

Truman. 

Andrew, 

Pf  ET,  LEMUEL  and  ROXALANA 
STE a BINS. 

Lucius  H. 

Diadauica.  Ashby. 
Loring  S. 
Lyman  B. 

Paiieno..  .  Baxter. 

M-vry  P.  Redfi'.-Id, 
P03T,K0SWELLar;d  MAKTHA  MEAD 
Martin,  born  November  11,  1778. 
Elizabeth,  April  2  1781.        S.  Sanford. 
Mehitabel,  April  10,  1783.     D.  Foot  Jr. 


iPhebe,  June  8,  1789.       Br,  H.  Brooks 
jReuben,  January  17, 1792. 
jClanuda,  /lugust  24, 1794,   H,  Green  Jr 
jTrumaU;  December  11,  1796. 

PRATT,  MOSES 
Elizabeth  y^si  born  April  6,  1784. 
'Elijah,  May  4,  1786. 
iMary,  December  28,  1788.  Hunt. 
Rufas,  September  14,  1793, 
Joseph,  April  2,  1796, 
PKITCHARD,  THOMAS  and  LA  VINA 
COKEi'. 

Clarissa.  J.  Wheeler. 

Benjamin  C 
!  Harvey 
iRiley- 
Reuben. 
Luther. 
Calviii. 
Betsey. 


REEVE,  EENJ. 


Erastus. 
Mary. 
iLuciaa. 
HuWah. 
Lydia, 
I  Rachel. 
'Amanda. 
lAcsah. 
Sally. 


H.  Bell 
T.  Eiower. 
L,  ChapmJiTi. 

E.  Clafiia. 
J.  Stockwell. 
P.  Abbot. 
P.  Palk. 
P.  Ford, 


ROCKWELL,  JER. 


June  23.1785. 


Koawell,  Maich  30,  1737. 


S.  Blodgdt. 


j.-Mias. 

j Jeremiah  Jr. 

'Anne. 

iChoster- 

iDaniel. 

iNan.^y. 

[Cynthia. 

j  Harvey. 

Calvin. 

Elipbalet. 

Reuben. 

Orson. 

ROCKWELL,  JOHN  S«a. 

John. 

Jeremiah. 

James. 

Tioiothy. 

Samuel. 

Reuben. 

Betsey.  Rufus  M«6d. 

Hannah.  B.  Prati- 

KOCKWELL,  JOHN  Jr.  and  REBECCA 

I  IV  f:  3. 

;Chioe,  November  17,  1785.  L  Spalding. 
Johu,  April  2.  1788. 
^0363,  October  27, 1790. 
Eli. 

hannah.  E-  Hurlbut 

'Anue,  J.  W»rcer- 
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S.\lly.  Thomas 
Abi.  William  Spalairg 

KICHARDSOaN",  BEZALEEL  and 
KIRKUM. 

Natlianiel. 
SsruueL 

Klijah. 

Betsey.  Welsh 

KOBBIXS.  JOMN  and  ESTHER 
CHAPMAN. 

George. 
?au<~o  !>• 

Joha. 
Jos-^r>b.. 
J'ililani  C. 
Ebenezsr  E. 


D.  Sperr'T  Jr  iJosiah,  January  18,  1T82, 

^r' Pliila,  Jiumary  8,  Hicliardsoa. 
■£M'rcY,  March  2o,  1769,  Kfcle! 
I      '  SCUTT,  AARON. 

jAsahel,  born  Jarnui-rv  7.  177S. 
lichabod  IL,  March  17,  17S0. 
jPht'be,  Febru-.ry  26,  '782. 
i£phr,iim,  July  2i,  1764. 
lAima,  August  Q,  i7S'3. 
'Anir.s.  Au-rust  tJ,  1788, 
Abel/July'9,  i7y0. 
lieubeu,  April  10,  17Q'2, 

riCv>TT,  AARON,  2d. 
Betsey,  hr.rn  Oct^jber  11,  1793, 
Annaj  JaMU-\ry  I'j,  1795. 

SCOTT,  JOSTAH  TYLER, 
Nancy,  born  May  25,  1794. 
GersUoni,  DoceuilttT  3,  i79o. 
Fanny,  Febrv3;iry  15,  17y9. 
Sally,  Jariuary  2:1,1801. 
jJosiah  IMcCu-ue,  Febru^irv  6,  1S04. 
iSally  Alina,  Noveiuber  17,  1S06. 
iAlinus  Arter,  October  G,  1809. 


Tames  Robbin3, 


SAMSON.  M. 


Daniel. 

Willi'Mn. 

.1  ho  111^3. 

Jonathan. 

Judith. 

Mary. 

Haoaab.. 
Naiic  ^ 
Sfelly; 


••Folly  Fidelia,  December  23,  1S12. 
iGaruuei  Tyler.  October  15, 18'-^. 

SLADE,  WiLLL\M. 
William  .Jr.,  torn  Mav  9,  178*5. 
iRebecca,  3iarch  12,  1768. 
j  Esther. 
iNormau  B. 
Car?  Mea.fi  I  STICKNEY,  LEMUEL. 

j^^^Q^-^"j£us(^bius,  born  February  6,  17S5. 
vf„"j  lAlbiri,  November  2"^^,  HsS. 
V  -vtr     iNormau,  February  20,  17D0. 
i/v.ong.j  HQVinC  TTMOTHY. 

R.  Rockwell, 


SAMSON,  DANIEL  and  BET6EY 
GILBERT. 
Ashley,  born  IS! arch  9,  1790. 
PankI  Jr  ,  Au-rust  15.  1792. 
Eiora,  Julv  17^3. 
Betsey,  Jaunary,  1799. 
Poliy.  April  ■:7.  IBOO. 
Thankfal,  March  18,  1802. 
Gdbert. 


Polly,  born  December  12,  1786. 
Polly  2d,  February  15,  17S8. 
iSally,  April  2-1,  17Q0. 
j  SQaER,  WAIT. 

•Miles  Powell,  born  I7'^l. 
Baterjan.j  S.\NFORI),  BE.NJAMIN  and  SARAH 
E.  Linslv'l  MARSH. 
Cisco.  ■O^'J^an- 


jBaniel. 
jJonah. 
Ozias. 


SAMSON,  ELIPHALET  and  AMANDA; joi^a 


POST. 

Temperance,  Nov.  4,  1790. 
An^dndft,  Au^^'Ist  18,  1792. 
Betscjj  June  14,  7yio 
Reuben,  July  1,  1797- 
Herxa-an,  July  25,  1793. 
William,  June  "20,1801. 


I  Benjamin  Jr. 
H.  Linsly.'/?=^P"^^- 
S.  Larab.;'--:^P^^^^' 


E.  B.  Rill. 


Beecher. 
J.  Lelong-. 
Z.  Pond. 


„  Pt-rmela. 

LMary  Ana. 
lJulina. 
iBets«y. 

Polly,  Jttne  U,  1803.     R.  P.  BIr.5:han).:SANF0RD,  SIMEON  and  ELIZABETH 
S.^l'.y,  Jaue  24.  160.3.      L.  G,  Blngham-j  POST. 
Thoi};^8  \iernll,  Fer.teiuber  22,  lc07.     iOrman,  born  October  29,  1799. 
Martin ,  A  a  gust  o  I i  8^79.  i^^boda ,  J  ul  y  7 ,  1 80 1 . 

Eliphalet,  September  16,  1811. 
.c\jhley,  May  2,  1S14. 


STEBT^INS,  EBENEZER. 
B«U  Wi*sbOiT?,  October  14,  1776. 


Clarinda. 
iRoUin. 

SCOVEL,  D;VN1EL  and  POLLY  TITUS 
Daniel. 
Ezekiel. 
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liOis.  Brown 

SCbVEL,  i:ZK\  and  TRYFHEt^A 
TCP,KEL. 

Turrel. 
Alvin. 

U'hiiv.a.  Bassett 
Aliira. 
■Horace.' 

SPLBRY,  PATID, 

Pavia  Jr. 
Lymau. 
Daniel. 
Levi, 

iroenezer  Peck. 
XIarvey. 

Ilhoda.  James  Bingbam. 

SPEBRY,  LEVI  and  LYDIA. 
Barah,  April  17, 17t?v.  F.  Goo<jn.c]i. 

Polly,  March  14.  1791.  WrlidU. 
Lydia,  May 3,  17^:3.  J,  ^^cw. 

Levi,  June  7,  17y5, 

Ehoda,  xVj^u^t  2;! ,  1707,       A.  Sttanis. 
Lucina,  Nov.  7,  1759.  Crafts. 
Isaac  Jackcon,  .March  17,  1802. 
Joser.h  Kinne,  Sei,t.  12,  1S04. 
J-rusha,  April  12,  lSi^7.  Bell. 
Aiiidna.  • 

STOCKWELL,  JOSHUA  and  RACHEL 
FvEEVE. 

Joshua  Jr.,  died  young. 
Kuby.  ■  2v.  Jo>.oi, 

J}tt:A-y,  E' skill. 

^arah,  Holliday. 

■Louisa.  Blr;£-h:i;n. 

Ma^ia.  Goodno. 

Ma.i;in.  Kidder. 

STONE,  ELI  a:id  POLLY  JA5ES. 
Lucy, 

Ssaac  J'iLtes- 

^etsev,  Jesse  Elkwai  th. 
Poily 

EU  Jr. 
ti.irarQ. 
Lyaian  B. 

L.icy.        ^  M.  M.  Blake. 

Liijah  J. 

STOV.'ELL,  NATHAN. 
Chauncy  H. 

<,\ir'jline.  A.  ITurd. 

Edwin. 

TAME  LING,  STEPiJEN. 
Pamtda,born  Janu  try  19,  1782, 
Orry,  May  24,  17S7. 
Eiantha,  Septeaibec  2,  1790, 
Lotr.U'd,  August  IS,  1770, 
Ecaila,  Efcoem'ritT  1771. 
XAMBLING,  :iTt?:ir\i  a.  and  LOREN- 
LA  I'ONjO. 


,|Sher!nari-,  born  November  3,  1790. 
iKevyev,  A^ig-ustlO,  1792. 
1   TAMELlXa,  LE.MUEL^and  MABEL 
I  CKISSEY.' 
jPhebc,  born  June  5,  1796. 
jStephen,  February  11,  1797,  - 
i Vesta,  October  2S,  1801, 
jSally,  March  27,  ISOG, 
.  Betsey  P.,  by  second  marriage,  March 
1       2,  1809, 
iHarvey.  July  3,  ISIO. 
iWiliiam,  April  20,  1S12. 

TILBSX,  CAIVEy. 

iLufher. 
jTheron. 

ILydia.  Luther  Hurlbut. 

iLevi  F. 

\Lvcy.  Hurlbat, 
llsaac. 

I  WATEOUS,  JABEZ  and  ELIZABETK 
!  IVES. 
;Aiii}.a,  born  Mav  11,  17SS. 

WAR5rER,  THOMAS. 
Alrriira,  born  July  '60,  1795. 
Sophia,  A.T>nl  29,  1798. 
i  WEIGHT,  ELISHA. 

Francis,  born  November  19, 1783. 
Uraaai,  a  daughter,  July  12,  1785. 
|Ahii;ail,  Miy  t),  1787.. 
'lleury,  Aioril  6,  17S9. 
WILLIAMSON,  ABRAHAM  &  RHOEA 
!  BLODGET. 
;Poliy  B.  Kurd. 
iSamiiol  B. 

;3Iariha,  D.  L.  >7nght. 

:Orpha.  A.  Foot. 

'.Vhraiiaru  L. 

.  Eivira.  S.  Ererts, 

.  Betsey.  A.  A.  Fisk. 

Rho.hu  ^  H.  C.  Park  and  H.  Bia-h,j:a. 
Emily  £.  J,  EouG:la3:3, 

•  Jane  A.  0.  D.  Lane. 

I  }V[LLIAMSON.  IvINANT  and  LIELl. 
'Ctariiia,  born  March  '3.  1787, 
'LoreG«Ia,  Aui^'ust  2o,  1"S9. 
'/iark,  September  20,  1791. 
I  awd,  lK;.;ember  29,  17&:). 
illiraiu,  Aprii  17,  179o. 
lAiiianda,  Auicust  19,  17QS, 
jNathan,  January  24,  1801. 
iVr'^Hiain,  Aprii  U,  i>o4. 
'SaDrael  lugraliant,  November  12,  1807. 
I  WOOUVr'ARD,  ASA. 

AB-a,  a  son. 
(Mabel. 
Sarepta. 
iLuman. 
jPoliy. 

(Silly,  died  young. 
iMara-arct- 
iM;ijor  Joy,  >, 
:Bradi-ord,  S 
'  l:i!)'\'iCZQr. 
Arunab. 
Hiram. 
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1 1  CHAPTER  XXVni. 

CAKE  OF  TKE  POOR — MODE  OP  rHOVISION — STATISTICS  OF  PROPEHTT 
—  LISTS  —  DECIMi^L  CURIl^JXCY  TUEX  FIBST  USED  —  TAXES  FOR: 
ROADSj  AND  OTHER  SPKCIFIG  OBJECTS. 

The  story  of  the  prevision  tor  the  poor  of  CorDTr-all  is  brief  and- 
sirople.  Inspection  of  the  town  records,  from  which  most  of  our 
kno^.vledge  on  this  subjects  especiahlj  of  early  times,  must  be  de- 
ri/0'3,  -ir. forms  us  that  the  settlers  manifested,  from  the  first,  a  com- 
naendablo  spirit  in  regml  to  the  support  of  the  poor.  The  number 
of  persons  in  a  new  set-lementj  of  nHdviio  aged  and  young  men 
who  would  need  the  aid  of  charity.  Y/ould  of  course  be  corapara- 
ti'vC'ly  3malL  This  was  true  in  Cornv/all,  but  those  who  were  needy^ 
were-  kindly  ca,red  lov  n-t  the  expense  of  the  puhlic.  The  question 
was  occasionally  raised  in  town,  whether  money  miglit  not  be  savedi 
by  the  purchase  or  erection  of  a  house  for  this  purpose,  but  the 
proposal  nev^er  met  with  sufficient  favor  to  secure  its  adoption.  By 
vote  of  the  town  in  1S16-,  however,  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  of 
wbuLa,  at  that  period  tliere  '■■vere  usually  tJiree — often  the  selectmen; 
— were  authorized  to  hire  a  house  for  this  purpose.  How  far  they 
availed  themselves  of  this  authority  does  not  appear.  The  pooir- 
wcre  ecmnioidy  boarded  in  families  where  they  could  be  accommo- 
dated, or  aided  to  live  in  houses  which  they  called  home,  down  tO' 
the  year  1833,  and  the  town  was  accustomed  to  roake  approprin.-- 
tions  from  year  to  year,  to  meet  the  expense  thus  incurred.  In. 
1B22  and  again  in  18o3.  the  town  so-  far  swerved  from  their  pre- 
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vioi33  uniformly  humane  policy,  m  to  order  by  vote,  that  the  car^ 
of  the  poor  should  be  committed  to  the  lowest  bidder.  Happily  ibs 
expedient  was  not  often  resorted  to.  Assuredly  the  sufbrings  of 
virtuous  poyerly  are  sufHciently  grievouSj  "STitbont  being  aggrava- 
t-ed  by  the  tortures  iiiiiicted  by  unfeeling  cupidity,  for  tho  ejahivuce- 
raent  of  private  gains. 

Once  since  the  organization  of  the  town,  (in  1837,)  a  proposal 
was  brought  forward  for  consideration,  for  a  conference  "Vfitb  other 
towns  in  the  vicinity  respecting  a  sort  of  union  poor  house,  such 
jv8  is  provided  by  law  in  some  States,  to  be  established  and  sustaiu- 
m  ai  the  joint  expense  of  the  several  towns.  }3ut  the  proposal  did 
not  meet  with  favor.  The  practice  of  the  fathers  has  continued 
vrith  little  variation  down  to  the  present  time  —  that  of  allowing 
the  poor  lo  live  and  bo  taken  care  of,  where  they  could  be  most 
comfortable,  with  reasonable  expense.  Indetd,  the  only  varir^tioa 
worthy  of  notice  for  years,  has  been  the  appointment  of  one  in- 
stead of  three  overseers  of  the  poor  ;  and  that  one  has  had  no  oth- 
er than  general  instructions,  to  treat  the  poor  as  they  onght  to  b9 
treated,  and  report  his  disbursements  to  the  town.  It  may  be  but 
justice  to  add,  thai  Dea.  Abram  Foot  has,  for  many  years,  with 
characteristic  kindness,  discharged  the  duties  of  this  oSce  to  the 
acceptance  of  his  fellow-citizens.  The  disbursements  of  the  town 
for  the  poor  have  been  from  a  dollars  annually,  at  the  begin- 
ning, to  nearly  eight  hundred  within  the  last  year. 

The  first  votes  of  the  town,  which  I  fjid  on  record,  respecting 
the  c-are  of  the  poor,  are  as  follows  : — March  5,  1787,  Voted  to 
pay  Kathan  Foot  six  shillings  for  bringing  up  something  for  the 
Widow  Linsly."  September  2d,  1788,  "  Voted  to  pay  Dr.  Ford 
eight  pounds  in  grain,  for  service  he  did  for  Tv'm.  Kelho:g  before 
June,  1787."  "  Voted  to  lay  a  penny  tax,  in  addition  to  tho  last 
tax  that  was  laid,  to  pay  Frederick  Ford."  Thus,  without  a  sys- 
tem^  which  was  probably  not  needed  at  the  time,  individual  cases 
were  provided  for  as  they  occurred. 

The  first  detailed  report  of  the  expense  of  the  tovm  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  poor,  which  appears  in  the  records,  was  rendered  at  the 
annual  town  meeting  in  1818,  for  the  year  preceding.  Previously 
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•1     •  . 

^  i  sums  are  mentioned  as  paid  for  indivjdual  paiiperSj  but  no  ag- 
e  }  n^cgate  is  given  us.  It  may  perhaps  interest  some  readers  to  have 
I  pre=onted  the  expenditures  for  this  object  for  a  few  years.  It  should 
,  j  bo  rememoered  that  the.  suma  reported  'vverc  hr  the  year  preceding 
,  '  the  date  of  the  report.  ^ 


( 

.1 


i  1819. .,.482  69.  1834. ,..137  81. 

/  1820  318  08.  1835..., 200  85. 

1822.,.. 411  95.  1837.... 283  26. 

j  1823  528  11.  1838  . . .587  38. 

I  1828.... 369  69.  1S39....702  30. 

\  1829  336  61.  1840  314  23. 

f  1830.  . . .  255  53.  1841 ....  373  84. 

I  1831  104  36.  1842  469  57. 

I  '           1S32....220  39.  1862..,. 798  91. 

i  1833.... 216  31. 


I  No  papers  have  fallen  under  my  observation  -^.-bich  contain  a 
I  valuation  of  the  property,  or  in  the  language  of  the  period,  a  "  list, 
I  of  the  Polls  and'  rateable  estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  Corn'\Ta.ir' 
[  previous  to  1795.  Such  papers  ^verc,  of  course  once  in  existence, 
\  Si  they  must  have  contained  the  only  data  for  .the  apportionment 
I  of  taxes,  but  previous  to  that  date  they  were  not  recorded.  Indeed, 
I  many  of  the  taxes  for  several  years,  especially  for  the  opening  and 
.  construction  of  road^,  Vr'ere  assessed  by  the  proprietors  on  land  only, 
\  as  they  had  the  unquestioned  power  to  impose  taxes  upon  the  lands 
I  of  non-residents,  as  well  as  residents,  for  any  improvements  deemed 
\  necessary  for  the  common  welfare.  In  17'J4  the  town  directed  that 
t  ''in  future  the  Town  list  should  be  recorded.''  . 
[  In  1795  the  number  of  Polls  asse5.sed  was  224,  showing  a  sur- 
i  prising  rapidity  oi  increase  in  the  brief  period  of  ten  or  eleven 
years,  from  the  first  permanent  settlement  of  the  town.  I  copy  the 
amount  of  the  lists  as  certified  by  the  Listers,''  for  several  years, 
beginning  in  1795.  That  of  1797  is  for  some  cause  not  re- 
cord.:d.  The  figures  in  1795  and  '96  indicate  pounds  and  shillings, 
' — afterward  dollars  and  cents.  It  may  hero  be  remarked  that 
we  find.,  the  first  allusion  in  the  records,  to  a  decimal  currency  in 
1.'97,  in  a  vote  ''to  lay  one  and  a  half  centa  on  the  dollar,  on  the 
36 
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list  ih-di  year.''  After  that  date  tbis  ciirrencj  was  esclusiyclj 
used.    I  cor^y 


}  i 


I  ^ 

1795,  Town.  £5702  Ids.  1801,  Town,  8^3,373,00.       V  i 

State,  £59S2  lOs.  State,  ....  $22,698,50.       |  , 

1790.  To^rn,  £5005  5s,  1806,  Town,  827,853,25.        j  *! 

'  State,'  £5371  Ss.  State,   826,545,75;       \  \ 

1798,  Town,  §20,453,25.  1808.  Grand  List,  $26,739,50. 
State,  $18.7-9,25.  1800,      ^'  $27,808,50. 

1799,  Town,  $22,170,67.  1811,      "        "   $27,80^5.50.  1 
State,  $20,540.67.  I860,  $  4,4S6,4S.       \  1 

1800,  Town.  $23,753,77.  1862,     "       *'   $  4,255,03.        |  j 
State,   $22,002,27-  j  | 

1801,  ToY.7>,  S2  1.231,50.  i  I 
State,  $23,227,50. 

1802,  Town,  $22,426. 

1803,  To\Mi',  $22,573.02. 
State,  $21,055,12. 

After  this  date,  such  cbar.ges  were  Bjade  in  the  laws  and  usages 
of  tlie  Stata  respecting  lists  and  ta^Tition,  as  it  vwuld  be  irrelevant 
here  to  attecQpt  to  detail.  It  appears  from  a  copy  of  the  "  Truo 
list  for  Si;ato  Taxes.-'  published  by  the  State  m  1800,  that  the 
State  list  of  Cornwall  exceeded  tha^  of  as-y  other  Te^wn  in  the 
County. 

Tb.e  figures  above  exhibit  a  &teadj,  bdt  very  gradual  increase  of 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants.  Were  it  expedient  to  copy 
the  lists  of  individuals,  the  reader  would  &e«  in  the  case  of  here 
and  there  one,  a  comparatively  rapid  accumulation  c4*  propercy, 
while  many  made  littL-^  advances,  and  some-y  as-  is  usiuil  in  most 
comniunides,  seem  to  have  lost  the  little  "VThich  they  brought  to 
town. 

We  have  already  noticed  that  the  very  etirly  taxes  were  laid, 
was  perhtips  unavoidable,  on  land ;  the  assessment  b&iiig  a  certain 
number  of  pence  per  acre,  or  a  certain  amount  on  each  original 
right.  This  naode  of  assessing  taxes,  occasioned,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, many  sales  of  the  lands  of  non-resident  proprietors  who 
were  negligent  respecting  tlic  payment  of  taxes,  and  the  Collec- 
tors' books  which  are  still  in  existoneo,  as  well  as  the  registry  of 
deeds,  show  that  soma  valuable  farms  in  Cornwall  were  purchased 
r  t  th  ^^f}  land  -ale=?.  for  sums  v/hich  amounted  to  no  more  and  gome- 
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■•  I  tiroes  less  than  a  penny  an.  acre.  For  example,  the  14th  of  JaBii- 
^  ^  Kvy,  ISO^j  John  Chipman,  Sb^^riS'  of  the  Couuty  of  Addison  and 
f  Collector  of  a  certain  land  lax,  conveyed  to  -rrederick  Ford,  sep.., 
I  two  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land  on  the  original  right  of 
I  Josiak  DeaHj  for  the  sum  of  eight  shilliogs  and  ei,:-ht  penee.  les-s  than 
!  half  a  penuj  an  acre,  giving  him  a  warrant-^o  deed  of  tlie  same. 
I  And  again  the  same  oScer  in  collectiug  the  same  tax,  conveyed  to 
i  Nathan  Pelano  bj  nvarantec  deed  the  entire  original  right,  more 

■  I  than  8000  acres,  of  John  VViiloughby,  a  non-resident  proprietor, 
j  f3r  the  sum  of  e^'ght  shillings  and  eight  pence.  -It  ivould  he  easy 
I  to  ciie  a  ranl-itude  of  es.se^.  ef  the  sale  of  valuable  lots  of  land  by 

j  }  tax  collectors  for  mere  nominul  sums,  the  reason  of  ^hich  probably 

;  f  must  have  been  in  some  instances  at  least,  that  the  orit^inal  owners 

]  I  wearied  vr".h  the  payment  of  uxxes.  and  discouraged  respecting  the 

■  I  settlement  of  lurids.  resoive.I  to  rid  themselves  of  further  callSj  bj 
y  a  sacrifice  of  the  whole. 

The  ta>  e3  as^^csscd  for  sori  e  purposes,  it  vras  voted  rrdght  be  paid 
f-    in  grain  at  a  stipulated  price  —  an  expedient  unavoidable  %Yhere 
j    money  could  not  he  obtained.     The  price  of  wheat  was  sometimes 
J    £xed  at  tlrreo  shillincrs.  sciretimes  at  four,  and  sometimes  five  shil- 
liners  ;  and  corn  at  abjut  three.     In  several  instances  we  find  on 
the  records,  votes  of  the  to^^-n  to  petition  the  General  Assembly 
for  ^Le  '^.-sessr-ent  of  a  bad  tax  to  build  roads  and  bridges  ;  and  in 
j     one  instaiice  the  town  v,.red  to  petition  the  General  Assembly  for  a 
)    lottery  to  aid  in  building  the  bridge  at      Middlehury  F;i,l!s,"  and 
if  this  request  should  be  ix-fused,  for  a  land  lax  for  tiie  purpose. 

After  a  fev^'  years,  the  town,  instead  of  voting  tuxes  for  single  or 
E^oeeific  obiects,  were  wont  to  assess  a  tux  suiTicient  to  cover  (he 
<  t}-i:gregite  expenses  of  the  town,  except  in  the  case  of  taxes  for  tlie 
\  supporc  of  religious  worship.  These,  as  a  portion  were  exempt 
from  their  payment,  were  assessed  only  on  tliose  who  v,'ere  supposed 
to  prefer  -'the  standing  order."  After  a  fev,  years  also  gi-ain  ceas- 
ed to  be  received  for  taxes,  and  money  became  its  substitute.  It 
raay  not  be  amiss  to  add  that  the  fathers  would  have  been  excus- 
?.ble  for  regarding  their,  money  as  of  high  value,  and  for  holding  it 
\T  1th  a  firia  gr.-sp,  when,     was  often  the  case,  they  were  compelled, 
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with  their  teams,  to  carry  their  wheat  to  Troy,  Y-,  as  the  near-  '  tl 
est  available  Ci^sli  vaarket,  thus  actually  expending  upon  it  an  •  6 
amount  of  labor  aiul  expense  equal  to  one-half  its  cash  value.  Ii  ■  } 
is  not  perhaps  surpri-or.'g  that  they  should  have  become  sufiicientiy  *  1 
rich  in  fiod^s  and  herJ...,  Tvhile -^ve  rony  be  surprised  that  money  ]  i 
should  h^ive  formed  any  considerable  part  of  their  estates.  \  \ 

The  diilerent  modes  of  rnakinc;  out  the  lists  T,'hich  are  the  basis  i  ; 
of  taxation  in  dilTerent-  cominunities,  or  in  the  same  communities  at  i  \ 
diireroiit  periods,  render  it  difficult  and  in  some  cases  impossible  to  j  \ 
form  P.  correct  estiTat?  of  the  compaiatiye  burdens  imposed.     For  |  I 
examr.'le.  those  no:  iai'-'atcd  would  form  no  adequate  idea  of  the   i  i 
compaiativc  taxes  in  tv/o  communitieSj  in  one  of  which  the  list  rep- 
resents the  entire  property,  while  in  the  other  it  represents  but  a   |  \ 
tenth,  or  twentieth,  or  a  hundredtli  part  of  the  property.     In  one   \  ' 
case  a  tax  of  five  or  eigbt  mills  on  a  dollar,  might  be  onerous, while  I 
in  the  other  the  amount  would  be  merely  nomiinal.     Our  fathers,  I 
oourr.geous  as  they  were,  vrould  have  been  startled  at  the  proposal  | 
of  a  tax  of  thirty,  or  forty,  or  fifty  ceuts  on  a  dollar,  while  their  I 
sons  with  a.different  mode  of  making  out  their  list,  impose  upon  \ 
themselves  a  tax  of  forty  or  fifty  cents  on  a  dollar,  and  vfith  occa-  \ 
sional  grumbling,  geneialiy  bear  the  burden  with  commendable  S 
equanimity. 

Wh'lo  most  of  our  school  districts  have  within  a  few  years  taxed 
themselves  liberally  fb)*  the  erection  of  school  houses,  one  of  their 
number  (No.  2)  has,  tor  this  purpose,  paid  within  four  or  five  > 
years,  a  self-imposed  tax  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  per  cent,  on 
their  Grand  List.  | 

If  productive  of  no  other  benefit,  it  will  at  least  be  amusing  to 
most  readers  to  be  informed  of  the  appropriations  of  the  town  from  ; 
ye^iT  t..'  year  lov  its  cu'.  rent  expenses-    Each  tax  the  reader  will  Sy 
bear  in  mind  is  upon  the  list  of  the  year  preceding  its  date.  The 
first  tax  which  I  notice  on  the  records,  as  assessed  for  the  general 
expenses  of  the  tov/n,  vras  voted  in  1807.    Its  amount  was  five 
mills  on  a  dcllar  of  the  list  of  that  year.     The  hst  of  that  year  is  ] 
not  on  record  but  supposing  it  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  1808,  it  I 
yielded  $133.     From  this  year  until  1814,  no  assessment  greater  I 

■  \ 


■ 
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:  than  two  cents  on  a  dollar  wa3  voted,  and  but  once  greater  than 

\  one  cent.    In  1815  Tour  cents  on  a  dollar  was  voted,  but  from  that 

I  year  till  1824,  no  greater  tax  than  three  cents  was  voted-  In 

I'  1825  the  tax  was  five  and  a  half  cents,  and  froni  that  date  no  other 

I  go  large  was  voted  till  1887,  when  the  tax  was  seven  cents.  In 

I  1838  it  was  the  same:  in  1839  the  tax  was  only  four  cents;  in  1840, 

j  five  cents  ;  in  1841,  five  and  a  half  cents.     From  this  date  the 

i  expenses  of  the  town  were  largely  increased.     In  1842,  a.  tax  was 

j  voted  of  twenty-five  cents  on  a  dollar  ;  and  from  this  date  not  less 

I  than  ten  until  1847,  when  it  was  fourteen  cents  : 


18*3....  12c. 

1849  12c. 

1850.. .  .2.5c. 

1851  12c. 

1852   8c. 

1853  15c. 

1854  IGc. 

1855       3 2a 


1856....  30c. 
1857....  40c. 

1858  20c. 

1859.,..  25c. 

1860  50c, 

1861.  .  .  .50c. 
1862  45a 


I 


i 


■ 
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CHAPTER  XXIX, 

HIGHWAYS — BRIDGES,  ETC. 

One  of  the  heaviest  burdens  — ■  perhaps  the  heaviest—i^bich  the 
fathers  of  Cornwall  we^*"  called  upon  to  assume,  was  the  construc- 
tion of  roals.  The  surreys  of  highwaySj  the  records  of  which 
from  the  earliest  date,  are  preserved,  Y^  ith  few  exceptions,  show 
€onclii>iveij  the  pi-rpcse  that  they  should  be  sufficiently  numerous 
to  accommodate  every  settler.  The  roads  projected,  and  actually 
located;  were;  indeed,  more  numerous  than  the  convenience  of  the 
•community  required,  as  is  evident  froia  the  fact,  that  several  of 
those  ope  lied  ana  once  in  use,  have  been  discontinued  as  needless, 
vrhile  but  few  new  ones  have  been  located,  and  those  mostly  rather 
for  private,  than  for  public  accommcKlation. 

Tv^o  reads  V'-ere  projected  by  the  Proprietors  of  Cornwall  pre- 
vious to  1778,  the  surveys  of  which  are  not  in  existence,  having 
been  destroyed  with  ether  records.  One  of  these  was  the  main 
north  and  south  road  from  Whiting  to  Weybridge.  This  road,  it 
•was  first  supposed  by  the  settlers,  would  run  by  the  dwelling  of 
Ebenezer  Stebbins,  vYidow  Baxter  and  David  Parkiii,  and  thence 
northward.  With  this  expectation,  Dr.  Nathan  Foot  built  his  first 
cabin  on  the  line  of  the  anticipated  road,  on  the  verge  of  the  swamp 
nearly  a  mile  east  of  his  subsequent  location.  But  it  was  laid  most 
of  the  way  very  near  v,  here  it  now  runs,  with  only  such  variations 
as  have  already  been  mentioned.  The  other  was  a  road  from  Otter 
Creek  to  Lemon  Pair,  and  was  at  that  time  deemed  very  important 
as  connecting  the  eastern  and  western  parts  of  the  town,  and  as  for- 
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nisbing  a  inear.^'.  of  ti^ns-it  horn  the  Creekj  ^•bieli  was  then  the 
main  thoroughfare  for  the  famnics  and  goods  of  emigrants,  ^vbo 
usually  stopped  at  Asa  Blodget's.  at  the  "Ox-bovr.''  As  the 
swaiiip  ras  utterly  impassal'le.  tliOL^o  who  fivst  arriye^i  were  obliged 
to  pass  aroiind  the  north  end  of  it,  as  far  north  as  the  ic<id  running 
east  from  the  present  dv/ellii)g  of  Z,  J3.  Kobbins. 

A  vote  v/as  passed  by  the  town  in  June,  178G,  to  establish  a 
survey  of  the  load  from  bet weeii  John  Holley'Sj  now  BenjamiB 
ParkilFs,  and  Is?aq  Kellogg's,  now  Mrs,  Everts' 3  east  through 
the  STvamp  to  T]x;o[>hilus  Allen's,  now  Siks  Piper's.  This  road, 
prissiiig  tio-or.gh  dense  ard  deep  portion  of  the  swamp,  though 
surveyed  and  la^ated  in  December,  1785,  had  not  been  commenced 
on  account  of  the  expense  and  labor  attending  its  construction.  It 
^'aSj  hovever.  deemed  indi  .pciis-ible,  and  formidable-  as  it  appeared, 
it  was  undertfiken,  and  so  far  prosecuted  that  the  timber  was  cut 
through  the  wh  de  distance,  and  logs  were  kid  across  the  line  of 
the  road,  '  ibrmiri^i  a  caut oway,'  wherever  the  swamp  required  it. 
But  it  is  belie \'ed  it  vras  not  made  passable  for  teams  until  1825,  when^ 
owing  to  outside  pressure  from  Salisbury  and  Eipton  and  East 
Middlebury,  to  ^:H:cliro  a.  conveaient  route'  for  the  transportation  of 
merchandise  to  and  from  Lake  Champlairi,  the  t^n,  after  much 
discussion,  joined  Middlebury  in  completing  the  road. 

-ibo'-t  the  year  1825,  ivr  j  otlier  roads  were  proposed  which  occa- 
sioned much  discussion,  viz :  the  road  from  tlie  Congreg-:\tional 
meeting-house  to  West  Cornwall,  which  the  town  finally  voted  to 
build  ;  and  another  road  in  a  direcc  line  from  Oh'ver  EusselFs  in 
Shorehana  to  the  Corner  at  Dr.  Ford's.  This  project  was  most  res- 
olutely and  persistently  opposed,  and,  indeed,  met  with  little  favor 
in  the  'iommun'ry,  as  involving  an  outlay  of  exj/ense  unwarraiited 
by  its  prospective  advantages. 

Previous  to  1815,  a  Turnpike  Company  which  propc^sed  to  ex- 
tend the  Hubbcrdton  turnpike  to  Mlidlebury  ^vas  chartered,  called 
the  Middlebury  Turnpike  Corp  UMtioa.  They  caused  a  survey  of 
the  read  to  be  made,  and  divided  it  into  sections  of  one  quarter  of  a 
mile  each,  preparatory  to  construction.  Tiie  Corporation  offered  to 
thetovrn  of  C:.rrwall  the  free  us2  of  the  road,  provided  the  inhabi- 
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tants  on  the  line  of  it  Tfould  work  out  one-half  of  their  annual 
high^raj  tax  upon  it.  Tho  ofier  was  accepted,  and  a  vote  to  that 
elTect  was  passed  at  the  March  meeting  in  1815,  but  for  some  cause 
the  Corporation  niiled  to  construct  the  road. 

Ill  1818,  a  compluiiit  was  entered  against  the  town  for  a  neglect 
of  its  main  north  and  south  road,  and  a  fine  of  four  hundred  dol- 
lai'S  was  imposed  by  the  Court,  to  be  expended  in  repairs.  Though 
al.  the  tirae  the  occasion  of  hard  words,  the  town  in  October  of  that 
year,  voted  a  tax  of  two  and  one-half  per  cent,  on  tho  list  of  1818, 
which,  under  the  supervision  of  three  efficient  Commissioners 
a|  pointed  by  the  Court,  was  expended  in  thorough  and  permanent 
repairs,  which  have  since  proved  a  benefit  to  the  town  and  a  com- 
fort to  the  traveling  community. 

In  most  cf  the  original  surveys  and  deeds,  allowance  was  made 
of  about  five  acres  in  each  hundred,  for  highways,  and  the  select- 
men authorized  by  law,  were  authorized  to  set  off  from  farms  that 
bad  allowaiice  v,hich  had  not  been  used,  to  others  which  had  no 
allowance,  or  whose  allowance  had  been  used  up  by  highways  pre- 
viously located,  enough  to  make  the  losses  of  the  latter  good.  An 
instance  of  this  kind  may  be  cited.  Appended  to  the  survey  bill 
of  the  road  leading  from  the, north  and  south  road  to  David  ParkilPs 
"we  find  the  following  memorandum  : 

"  Whereos,  the  above  survey  takes  off  from  Jeremiah  RockwelFs 
la  ad,  one  acre  and  one-half  and  five  rods  of  land,  and  there  is  no 
allowance  land  in  said  Rockwell's  land,  and  there  being  ailowanco 
land  in  David  ParkilFs  lot  adjoining  ;  therefore,  we,  the  subscribers, 
selectmen  of  the  town  of  Cornwall,  by  virtue  of  a  certain  statute 
empowering  us  to  set  ofi"  land  in  lieu  of  damages,  do  by  these  pres- 
ents set  off  to  the  aforesaid  Rockwell,  the  following  piece  of  iaiid, 
beginning  at  said  Rockwell's  south-east  corner,  then  north  sixty- 
f^ur  rods,  then  east  seven  rods  and  eighteen  links,  then  a  straight 
line  to  the  first  bounds.  Said  land  is  taken  from  the  west  line  of 
said  Parkiil's  land. 

IS  AT  ATI  GILBERT,  ) 
JOSEPH  COOK,  (  Selectmen. 

NAT] PL  BLAiN  CHARD,  ) 

Cornwall,  Jan.  5,  1795. 
Received  for  record, 

Joel  Llvj^ly,  T.  Clerk." 
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In  the  earliest  siirvoys  of  roiuls,  it  was  common  for  the  town 
to  delermine  by  vote  the  \Yicltli,  October  12,  ITS-X,  they  "voted 
that  the  north  and  south  roads  be  six  rods  "widcj  iind  the  east  and 
vest  roads,  or  Irighways  be  five  rods  wide.''  The  main  north  and 
sjiith  road  through  ihe  town,  the  survey  of  whicli.  w;is  ordered  at 
this  meeting, was  laid  '-'three  rods  each  way  from  the  line  surveyed.*'' 
The  width,  of  other-roads  for  some  years,  was  conformed  to  the  rule 
above  quoted.  But  in  1705  the  town  voted  that  '"the  width  of 
roads  be  discretionary  with  the  soleetivien/'  In  the  exercise  of 
their  discretion,  the  selectDien  have  since  that  date  usually  laid  the 
r*-ads  narrovrer.  It  should  be  added  that  the  people  in  the  exercise 
of  their  discretion  have  roade  them  narrovrer  still,  often  encroaching 
on  the  highway,  and  embracing  within  their  own  enclosures,  what- 
ever land  they  have  deemed  unnecessary  for  tbio  public  accommoda- 
tion. The  wisdom  and  the  propriety  of  allowing  each  land  owner 
to  appropriate  to  his  ovrn  use  ^vhatevcr  land  vdthin  the  high  way  he 
considers  the  community  car>.  spare,  is  at  least  c/uestionable.  Would 
it  not  be  better  that  past  encroachments  shoukl  be  surrendered  ; 
tbc.t  future  ones  should  be  prevented  —  in  a  word,  tliat  the  whole 
subject  should  be  reconsidered,  and  that  no  encroaclnnents  on  the 
prescribed  limits  of  the  higlnvays  past  or  future  should  be  allowed, 
except  by  express  direction  ut'  the  town? 

Erom  an  early  day  it  was  the  usage  of  the  town  to  forbid  sheep — - 
particularhv  rams,  running  at  large  in  the  highways.  The  ram 
found  out  of  his  owner's  enclosure  from  September  1st  to  Noyembcr 
lOtb,  was  declared  forreued  to  any  person  taking  him  up.  Some 
variety  of  action  on  tlis  subjoct  is  recorded,  which  may  interest 
the  reader.  The  allusion  to  it  in  the  recorit  of  the  l\Iarch  meeting: 
of  1794,  reads  as  follows  : 

Voted  that  the  person  who  sliall  take  up  a  ram  running  at 
large  contrary  to  the  law,  shall  receive  the  ram  to  his  own  benefit, 
paying  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Town  -Js,  atter  lie  shall  have  noti- 
fied ills  apprtbension  of  the  creature  v^'itii  \t.i  natural  and  artificial 
marks,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  wdilch  slnli  l^e  done  within  thruu  days 
afier  the  apprehension,  and  the  term  o(\  s'.-ven  days'  notice 
having  been  allowed  for  the  ov/ner  to  redeem  his  i  .n.  But  if  in 
such  time,  the  owner  prove  his  property,  and  redeem  his  ram,  he 
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sball  pay  as  a  redc-m])t.io-n,  all  reasonable  costs,  aRd  23  to  the  person 
■who  apprehended  the  creature,  and  no  morOj  and  the  rata  shall  rjot 
be  forfeited.-' 

The  Sxame  vote  Tsas  re-adopted  by  the  town  at  each  successive 
March  meeting  iot  nine  Yeo.rs.  In  1804,  as  though  the  preceding 
arrangemeiit  had  not  beoa  quite  rigid  enough,  the  town  voted  un- 
conditionally ;  '*  That  rams  shall  be  forfeited  if  found  at  large^  or 
off  the  owner's  inclosaro.  between  '  the  1st  day  of  September  and 
the  tenth  day  of  iNoyernber,  to  any  person  ^.yho  vTill  take  up  the 
-   saiac-:''    This  action  -vya^  re-afSrmel  daring  several  successlye  years. 

Fomo  years,  also,  all  sheep  vrere  fjrbiclden  to  run  in  the  highway, 
and  c^:,ea&ionally  by  special  vote,  horses  and  hogs  vrere  included  in 
the  prohibition.  "In  13i2  it  was  resolved  by  the  town,  that  '^all 
sheep,  hogs  and  horses,  be  and  are  hereby  restrained  from  running 
at  large  on  the  commons  in  this  town,  on  penalty  of  ten  cent^  for 
each  sheep,  ten  cents  for  each  hog,  and  twenty-five  cents  for  each 
horse,  or  horse  kind.-' 

"\7ithin  the  last  few  years,  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  have 
been  so  modified  in  respect  to  using  the  liighvfay  for  pasture,  as  to 
leave  the  town  less  occasion  for  action  on  the  subject.  At  present  it 
is,  with  few  exceptions,  the  desire  of  our  citizens  that  the  rigid  rule 
of  the  law  excluding  all  stock  from  the  highway,  except  the  single 
cow  of  the  poor  man,  should  be  en Hj reed. 

A  nnmber  of  years  sijico  a  request  was  presented  to  the  town  to 
have  a  road  opened  fionr  the  main  north  and  souch  road  near  the 
dwelling  of  N.  B.  D4/r;glass,  Esq.,  to  the  Salisbury  line.  The  re- 
requesL  having  been  reiused  by  the  town,  the  petitioners  appealed  to 
to  the  court,  and  commissioners  were  appointed  to  examine  the  pro- 
posed route,  and  consider  the  reasons  for  and  agitinst  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road.  Their  report  was  adverse  to  the  wishes  of  the 
petitioners.  In  1800  the  request  was  renewed,  and  again  refused 
by  the  town,  and  has  been  again  referred  by  the  applicants  to  the 
court,  with  a  s access ful  result. 

Bc?jre  1112  setting  oil'  of  a  portion  of  our  territory  to  Middlebury, 
this  town  was, conjointly  with  Middlebury,  responsible  for  whatever 
bridges  were  requisite  across  the  Creek,  between  our  northern  and 
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soiitliern  limits— ~a  fact  \Yliicli,  as  already  iirt; mated,  probably  had 
something  to  do  iu  inducing;  our  people  to  conseiit  io  that  arrange- 
meat.  From  that  time  ire  have  not  been  liable  to  large  expendi- 
tures for  bridges  compared  with  several  to\Yr<  in  xiiis  vicinity,  be- 
cause wo  ha"^  e  fjw  streams — no  large  ones — Vvbich  are  crossed  by 
our  highways.  Q'he  Lemon  Fair  '^^rhich  vims  a  short  distance 
through  the  north-west  part  of  tl.ic  town  is  the  largest  stream.* — 
l>Qxt  to  this  is  the  Beaver  Brook,  so  called,  ^rhich  takes  its  rise  in 
the  north  part  of  the  town,  on  the  farm  of  Charles  D.  Lane,  and 
runs  south  beyond  the  centre,  to  the  farm  of  Ob-anncey  IL  Stowellj 
where  it  turns  Dorthirard  and  pursues  a  meandering  course  very 
nearly  to  the  north  line  of  the  town. discharging  itself  into  the  Fair, 
A  small  tributary  to  tliis  stream  runs  down  from  the  farm  of  F.  LL 
Bean,  which,  ^rhere  it  crosccs  the  road  between  Cornwall  and  Yv^'-st 
Cornwall,  has  formerly  oecusioned  the  town  some  expense.  IVe 
I'ave  two  other  small  streams  in  tovrn  :  one  comnienciiAg  n:ar  the 
dwelling  of  Charles  R.  Ford,  o-ud  riinnicg  north  through  Weybridge, 
to  the  Fair ;  the  other  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  commencing 
north-west  of  Asa  Bond's,  and  crossing  the  highway  near  his  dwell- 
ing, where,  in  the  spring  aa<I  aiitunm.  a  considerable  pond  is  raised, 
whose  waters  liave  in  vea-  s  pavt  been  used  to  move  machinery. 

For  tv;o  bridges  only,  vi.:.  :  for  tbat  the  Fair  and  that  over 

the  Beaver  Brook  nevar  the  saw  mill,  now  owned  by  Garrison  Foot, 
have,  the  town  have  had  cccasion  to  make  very  large  aiipropriaiions. 
To  these  we  find  frequent  allusions  on  tlic  records,  as  demanding 
expenditure  of  money  e':.ljer  for  construction  or  repairs.  As  early 
as  December  1785,  a  vote  was  passed,  making  an  appropriation  '"to 
build  a  bridge  over  Lemon  Fair,  to  be  paid  by  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  in  wheat  or  VtOrk,  wheat  at  5s  per  bushel,  and  work  at 
83.  and  Ud.  per  day  finding  themselves.''  This  vote  was  reconsidu- 
ered,  but  what  further  action  was  had  about  this  time  vre  are  not 
informed.  The  next  action  recorded  was  a  tax  of  two  cents 
on  a  dollar,  on  the  list  of  1799,  *'to  be  paid  in  cattle  by  the 

*The  name  of  thia  stream  )=  I  to  he  a  contrncrl  >ii  uf  ''lamentahle  aflair,"  an  ex- 
prcbiion  u^^ed  witLi  reiereiice  to  a  dIjG.-ter  -whicli,  at  an  ciriy  day,  cccurrcd  to  a  traveler 
at  2.  tinif?  cf  h'gh  ■^vr.ter.  .  . 
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first  clay  of  Octobor  next,  and  if  it  is  r.ot  paid  bj  the  time,  to 
be  X)aid  in  Y»-hoat  or  ccrn  by  the  first  day  of  January  nextj  for  the 
purpose  of  building  Leinon  Fair  bridge,  and  other  tov^n  charges." 
In  Xov.  IS  14;  ibc  tovrn  were  agtiin  called  upon  to  act  in  reference 
to  this  bridgej  and  ihey  appointed  a  committee  of  six  to  examine  the 
bridge,  and  report  to  a  subsequent  meeting,  their  opinion  in  regard 
to  re-building  or  rep:iiriiig  it.  The  committee  reported  Decem- 
ber 2nd,  and  another  smaller  committee  was  appointed  with  instruc- 
tions to  build  or  repair  as  they  should  judge  most  conducive  to  the 
iutere^)ts  of  the  town.  At  the  same  time  a  tax  of  two  cents  on  a 
dollar  on  the  list  of  IS  14,  was  assessed  for  the  expense,  and  for  other 
town  charges.  In  October  1818  the  subject  of  the  bridge  over  the 
Fair  was  again  presented  to  the  town  as  requiring  attention ;  writh 
what  results  vre  are  not  informed- 

In  1S2-3,  the  quustion  was  again  discussed  by  the  town  whether 
^>  ?ieia  bridge  should  be  built  over  the  Fair,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative. At  the  same  time  a  tax  of  three  cents  on  a  dollar  of 
the  list  of  IS 23,  was  voted,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  superin- 
tend its  expeuditure,  in  erecting  the  bridge  and  doing  some  repairs 
on  the  road  which  .about 'this  time  had  been  re-surveyed  as  a  County 
road  from  Middlebury  to  Laho  Chr.mplain.  In  1831,  the  town 
again  voted  an  appropriation  for  repairs.  "With  occasional  expendi- 
tures for  repairs,  the  bridge  was  kept  in  passable  condition  until 
1855,  when  it  was  rebuilt  by  order  of  the  town,  under  the  direction 
of  the  selectmen,  at  an  expense  of  i^^lOO.  It  is  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  long  and  was  intende<l  to  be  a  single  self-supporting  span ; 
and  being  built  of  the  best  materials,  aiid  well  covered,  it  ought  to 
be  a  permanent  structure. 

The  bridge  near  Foot's  saw-mill  has  called  for  occasional  expen- 
ditui'es  from  an  early  date,  and  though  for  many  years  a  safe  and 
commodious  viaduct,  until  weakened  })y  age  and  use.  it  was  rebuilt 
during  the  year  ISGl,  in  a  form,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  still  more  du- 
rable, at  an  expense  of  slOOO.  Several  other  bridges  over  the 
same  stream  have  sometimes  recpiircd  repairs  involving  considerable 
expense,  owing  to  freshets  occasioned  by  sudden  and  powerful  rains, 
or  the  sudden  .melting  of  snows. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

MISCELLANEOUS  —  PLACES  FOE  HOLDIXG  TOWN  MEETINGS — TOWN 

SIGN  POST — LURYING-  GIIOUNDS        KEEPING  SATURDAY  EVENING, 

ETC. — COMPENSATION  FOR  SERVICES  RENDERED  TO  THE  TOWN  

POST  OFFICES  —  POSTMASTERS  —  CAVE  OF  MRS.  STOliY  —  INDIAN 
EELI"~3. 

The  Proprietors'  nieetin^^s  were  held  at  such  places  as  conven- 
ience dictated -vvithout  any  regard  to  centrality ;  v/hile  the  town 
meetings  'vvere  held  in  early  times  us  near  the  centre  as  circumstan- 
ces allowed.  The  places  niest  conimoidy  designated  in  the  warn- 
ings, previously  to  the  erection  of  tlie  first  meeting  house,  were  the 
dwellings  of  Samuel  Benton  ;  his  .pcccssor,  Jeremiah  Ptockwellj 
and  of  Joel  Linsly  in  cold  weather,  and  their  respective  barns  in 
warm  weather.  After  the  erection  of  the  first  meeting  house  this 
was  used  for  the  purpo.-ie.  After  the  erection  of  the  Congregational 
meeting-huuse  on  its  present  site,  it  also  was  used  for  town  meet- 
ings, no  other  proiision  haying  been  made  until  1S32,  when  the 
town  voted  to  hold  its  meetings  at  the  Baptist  meeting-house — ^an 
arran<:^ement  which  continued  until  1S^'.0.  when  the  town  decided 
thereafter  to  hold  the  meetings  half  the  time  at  the  vestry  or  lecture 
room.  Since  183G,  the  meetings  have  been  held  in  these  localities 
in  alternate  years. 

After  the  fashion  of  Connecticut,  the  fathers  ordered  the  erection 
of  a  Sign  Post  in  a  central  position,  on  which  warnings  for 
town  meetings  and  notices  of  other  public  gatherings,  advertise- 
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inculs,  SheriD's  saieSj  auetionSj  &.C.3  might  be  posted.  The  post 
was  constructed  with  a  capital  projecting  on  all  sides  so  as  to  pro- 
tect frora  tbc  r-.-cather  whatever  papers  were  fastened  upon  it.  The 
first  sign  post  VtC.s  placed  by  vote  of  the  town  ia  1T85,  ''near  Jool 
LinsIy'S;  bj  the  poun-i'^  In  17S7  the  town  voted  that  it  should 
be  removed  where  Samuel  Benton  and  Joel  Linslj  shall  agree." 
They  agrec-d,  it  appears,  to  place  it  on  the  north  and  south  road, 
c^)posite  the  east  and  west  road  to  David  ParkilFs."  This  was  a 
convenient  location,  as  it  was  near  Gol.  Benton's  house  and  bam, 
where  the  public  ineetings  were  much  held;  and  hero  it  continued 
till  1T93,  wlien,  in  conseq-iencc  ©f  the  completion  of  the  meeting- 
house near  the  present  school  bouse  Ko.  2,  it  was  removed  to  that 
vicinity.  Here  it  remained  till  1805,  when  the  selectmen  were 
ordered  to  remove  it  to  the  common  south  of  the  present  meeting- 
iiouso.  A  solid,  square  oak  post,  with  a  massive  . projecting  cap,  it 
is  doubtless  well  remembered  by  many  who,  as  men  or  boys,  were 
wont  to  visit  that  common  on  training  and  other  public  occasions. 

In  1799,  application  was  made  to  the  town  for  leave  "to  set  up 
the  innocvtlation  for  small  pox.''  The  town  voted  ''that  any  Doctor 
be  allowed  to  set  up  the  innoculation  for  the  small  pox,  under  such 
regulations  and  instructions  as  the  selectmen  shall  think  proper." 
A  similar  request  in  1802  was  denied. 

The  fii*st  Burying  Ground  laid  out  by  the  town  was  that  near 
the  Congregational  meeting-house.  The  vote  respecting  it  was 
passed  at  the  second  town  meeting,  October  12,  ITSi  :  —  "  That 
Stephen  Tambling,  Jared  xibernathy  and  William  Slade,  be  chosen 
a  committee  to  lay  out  a  burying  place  as  near  the  middle  of  the 
town  as  may  be  convenient."  At  an  adjourned  meeting  ISTovember 
S,  it  was  voted  "that  a  burying  ground  be  laid  opposite,  west  of  the 
three  mile  tree,  where  Joiri  Linsly  and  the  committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  shall  agree."  October  25,  1785,  it  was  voted  "  to 
purchase  two  acres  of  land  of  Joel  Linsly,  for  a  burying  yard,  at 
thirty-five  shillings  per  acre."  In  rerorenco  to  thi^  ground,  tho 
following  action  was  taken  in  November  1792  : 

"  Voted,  that  the  selectmen  are  hereby  instructed  to  procure  the 
burying  yard  near  Esq.  Liurily's,  decently  fenced,  and  the  surface 
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I  of  tbe  ground  cleared  and  leveled ;  all  tbe  graves  rendered  eligible 

Lv  some  coarse  moniimentg. 
I     "  That  they  endeavor  to  have  it  done  this  fall,  or  early  next 
j  spring,  and  that  they  do  it  by  contract  vzith  any  person  or  persons, 
1  viho  may  thereafter  receive  the  benefit  of  tlie  ground,  or  othenvise, 
:  a3  they  shall  judge  proper,  provided  it  be  not  at  the  esponse  of  the 

town.'^ 

lu  March  1812,  the  town  voted  an  appropriation  of  twelve  dol- 
lars to  purchase  of  Roivr ell  P£«t,  the  burying  ground  west  of  the 
Baptist  meeting-h&use. 

In  1820.  the  tovn  also  purchased  of  Asahel  Field,  the  burying 
gi'ound  in  District  No.  4.  The  price  is  not  named  in  the  records, 
nor  so  far  as  I  have  discovered,  is  there  any  mentk>n  of  the  time  or 
mode  of  procuring  the  burying  ground  near  the  Fair  bridge.  The 
probability  is  that  this  ground  was-  selected  and  appropriated  for 
this  use,  at  a  much  earlier  date  than  either  of  the  tvro  last  men- 
tioned, by  the  settlers  in  the  vicinity,  -without  any  call  upon  tho 
town.  Here  it  vrill  be  remembered,  -was  erected  a  log  meeting- 
house in  1702,  in  Tvhich  preaching  was  kept  up  for  several  years^ 
by  Elder  Ephraim  Sawyer.  Probably  this  ground  was  devoted  to 
this  ii?e  at  that  time. 

Most  of  the  firob  settlors  of  CornivaH.  following  the  usage  to 
"vrhich  they  had  been  acciL?tomed,  practiced  the  "keeping"  of 
Saturday  evening  as  a  part  of  the  Sabbath.  While  there  was  a 
general,  though  not  entire  uniformity  in  this  practice,  there  were 
some  who  were  peculiarly  rigid  in  tlieir  adherence  to  it.  The  set- 
ting of  the  Saturday's  sun  intro^laced  holy  time,  and  there  were 
those  c^mong  the  fathers  who  would  as  soon  have  profaned  by  labor 
the  hours  usually  devoted  to  Sabbath  worship,  as  those  of  the 
evening  precediDg.  Such  rememleycd  the  Sabbath  :— -  its  approach 
was  borne  in  mind,  and  labor  was  planned  with  reference  to  it. 
Labor  which  might  not  be  performed  on  the  Sabbath,  was  not  com- 
menced at  such  a  period  of  the  week,  that  its  completion  would 
encroach  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  or  its  prosecution  was  sus- 
pended before  iho  advent  of  holy  liuie.  The  aiTairs  of  the  house- 
hold were  all  arranged,  that  the  family  as  the  sun  sunk  below  the 
horizon,  o^uld  enter  upon  duties  appropriate  to  the  Sabbath. 
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Is  must,  hoY-rever.  le  admitted  that  but  few  cornparativelj,  were 
thus  mindful  of  the  approach  of  sacred  time.  Too  many  in  earlj  times, 
as  now,  wbo  professed  to  reg:\rd  the  Sabbath  as  commencing  with 
Saturday  evening,  allowed  secular  labors  sadly  to  encroach  upon 
the  confines  of  holy  time.  There  is  unquestionably  growing  lax- 
ness  in  this  matter.  And  whether  attributable  to  convenience,  or 
to  an  increns'ng  conviction  that,  as  to  its  beginning  and  ending,  the 
Sabbath  should  be  reekoncd  like  other  days,  the  community  seem 
fast  verging  to  that  conclusion.  Should  this  conviction  become 
general,  would  that  corresponding  practice  may  also  become  gen- 
eral, that  the  Sabbath  m.ay  not  be  robbed  of  both  its  extremes, 
while  its  remaining  hours  are  profaned,  or  but  indifferently  ob- 
served. 

It  was  the  common  practice  till  after  the  close  of  Mr.  Bushnell's 
iTiinistry,  for  members  of  the  congregation,  in  cases  of  severe  sick- 
ness, to  ask  public  prayer  in  bolialf  of  the  sufferers  ;  in  cases  of 
bereavement,  to  ask  prayers  that  afflictions  might  be  sanctified  ; 
in  cases  of  special  mercies  received,  publicly  to  return  thanks — a 
practice  which  might  profitably  be  perpetuated. 

It  was  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Congregational  Church  and 
society  to  stand  during  the  prayers  of  public  worsliip.  The  prac- 
tice continued  until  the  setclcment  of  Mr.  Miner,  wdien  in  accord- 
ance with  a  usage  vrhich  at  that  time  became  prevalent,  the  con- 
gregation adopted  the  practice  of  sitting  in  the  exercise.  Of 
this  Mr.  Bushnell  deci:lodly  disapproved,  thc»ugh  he  conformed 
to  it,  that  he  might  not  appear  singular.  In  reference  to  it  he 
once  remarked  —  "  It  is  the  laziest,  most  irreverent  and  indecent 
posture  in  which  a  sinner  ever  sought  a  favor  from  his  Creator." 

It  may  interest  the  reader  to  be  iiiformed  of  the  remuneration 
furnished  hy  the  town  f)r  services  performed  in"  its  behalf  In  1784 
the  first  vote  in  relation  to  th.is  matter  was  : — To  give  the  select- 
men for  their  services  done  for  the  town,  five  shillings  per  day,  and 
Mr.  Binghami  si.x:,  when  he  carries  his  compass."'  Other  allusions 
are  found  to  the  same  topic,  from  which  vre  learn  that  the  town  at 
different  periods,  allowed  the  select  men  from  four  to  five  shillings 
a  day,  and  to  men  who  labored  on  the  highway  from  three  shillings 
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io  throe  and  sixpence  a  daj.  the  laborer  boarding  himself.  To  form 
a  correct  idea  of  ibis  compensation,  ii  is  needful  that  we  compare 
the  value  of  money  at  tliat  period  wilb  \>:.s  present  valae. 

It  was  for  many  years  the  usage  in  Corn-,vall,  for  the  selectmen 
to  serve  a  fjrmal  Wiirnbig  upon  every  no?^  comer,  to  leave  town. 
The  warning  was  in  form  os  follows : 

STATS  OF  VERMOXT,  ; 
Addison  County,  ss.  ] 

To  either  of  lIic  CoiiS|iible3  of  Cornwall. 

G  REETIXG  ! 

You  are  liereby  required  to  sumnion  —  now  residing  in 

Cornwall,  to  do|)an  said  town.  Hereof  fail  not,  but  of  this  precept 
and  your  doings  tiioreon,-  riiuke  dvie  return  according  to  law. 

Given  under  our  bauds,  ai  Cuinw^dlj  tln^       day  of         A.  D. 

 I  Selectmen. 

 ) 

The  officer  made  his  return  in  an  equally  formal  manner,  en- 
dorseil  upon  the  ^Varning,  to  b>e  recorded  with  it  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

Tlicse  warnings  cover  many  pages  of  the  records^  and  exhibit 
commendable  vif-'ianT-e  on  tlie  part  of  the  selectmen  to  guard  t]}G 
tovrn  against  liability  for  tl-e  sav>port  of  the  persons  named,  if  they 
should  by  any  ciiange  of  circiunst'mces,  become  paupers.  I  do  not 
notice  any  of  these  wo.  niiigi  of  a  later,  date  than  ISIT. 

Our  fathers  were  tro'i'ilj'd  with  some  guests  which  are  not  accus- 
tomed to  visit  thuir  children.  In  IVdO,  tley  voted  -^to  pay  four 
doliirs  for  every  grown  wolf  cauglit  and  killed  in  this  town,  and 
half  ihe  sum  foi  a  whelp.'" 

As  late  as  182  k  dae  people  of  CorAwall,  though  living  upon 
principal  mail  rente,  were  not  f.v.vrod  with  a  Poot  Oilice,  but  were 
oblised  to  receive  tliCir  letters  fronr  adjacent  towns.  Tliat  year  an 
olli-e  was  cstabli.d.cd,  and  Chauncey  II.  Stowell  was  appointed 
p  -ilidaster,  and  continued  to  hold  the  position  until  lS?>o,  when 
Samuel  Everts  was  appointed,  whu  held  the  office  the  next  tv.elvo 
years.  Chauncey  H.  Stowell  wi'S  now  re-appointed,  and  officiated 
a  few  vears.  The  office  has  since  been  htdd  fvr  short  periods  by 
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Charles  Merri]],  Iiev.  G.  ^Y.  Xoyes,  Calvin  N.  Levfh  o:.nr]  Loyal 
L.  Wrigbt,  TvliO;  daring  the  year  1861.  resigned  the  place,  and  Mi\ 
Everts  was  re-appointed  in  accordance  vntU  a  UDanimous  request  of 
the  iovm  at  the  annnol  March  meeting.  Several  years  since,  a  Post 
Office  was  estahliihed  at  West  Cornwall,  and  Benj.  F.  Haskell  was 
appointed  postmaster  arsJ  still  retains  the  place. 

Quite  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Cornwall,  on  the  shore  of  Otter 
Creel:,  was  ihc  opeijing  in  the  bank,  allnded  to  by  D.  P.  Thompson 
in  one  of  his  roinancoc^.  and.  fimiliariy  known  as  the  cave  of  ^Irs,- 
Story,  a  resident  c^f  ^ralisbnry.  The  history  of  the  cave  is  given 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Merrill  in  his  Semi-Centennial  Discourse,  who  had  his 
information  from  a  scn-io-lavf  of  Mrs.  Story,  and  in  the  History  of 
Salisbury  by  Mr.  AYeekSj  who  lived  in  the  vicinity  and  was  very 
familiar  wiih  the  locality. 

I  copy  the  facts  as  related  by  these  Avriters.    Dr.  Merrill  says  : 

^'  Mr.  Story  had  not  brought  his  family  to  Salisbury  at  the  time 
of  Iris  death.  Kis  wife.  Hannah,  however  after  his  decease  removed 
to  ihmkA  on  which  he  had  m.ade  a  beginning.  It  being  inconve- 
nient for  her  and  one  or  two  neighborijig  fannlies  to  leave  this  part 
of  the  country,  at  the  time  the  inhaijitants  generally  withdrew.they 
conceived  themselves  in  great  danger  of  being  surprised  in  the 
night,  and  perhaps  carried  captive  by  tlie  Indians.  As  a  means  of 
security,  they  dug  liorizontally  into  the  bank  of  Otter  Creek,  just 
above  the  water,  a  passage  sunicicnt  to  a^lmit  one  person  to  creep  in 
at  a  time  :  and  at  a  rdaoe  where  the  roots  of  the  trees  would  hold 
the  .superincumbent  earth,  and  prevent  .its  railing.  After  entering 
the  bank  a  short  distan'.'e,  they  made  a  jd;!oe  large  enough  to  ac- 
commodate, during  a  night,  the  niembvi-^  -^y:  the  fimilies  c^r^ncerned 
in  the  enterprise.  Tliey  prubably  iiaido  a  small  or'tke  over  head 
to  ventilate  their  subterranean  doruiiivvy.  To- rentier  themselves, 
and  their  boat  too.  more  secure,  tliey  made  the  cntraace  into  the 
cave  deeper,  oxtcn-ling  on  c^no  sid'i-  so  fir  bt-low  the  surface  of  the 
water,  that  the  boat  itself  vrhen  its  precions  burden  was  [^rostrate, 
would  go  quite  into  the  c;ive.  Alter  tliis,  tiie  ingress  and  egress 
was  chiefly,  perha[iS  coldy,  by  tlio  boat.  There  is  n.o  report  tliat 
their  apartnr^'ut  v/;(.s  f  Lrni-;!;-.'*!  vritli  any  rich  decorations.  Their 
buat,  ho^vcver.  ca-  i'ied  tln.-m  in  great  pleiity  of  stravr.  -.ai  whicli  as 
a  substitute  ibr  bed.-,  tlicy  reelincd  safely  and  naietly  in  tlieir 
clothes.  They  further  used  the  precaution  to  cut  bushes,  and  from 
the  boat  as  they  pa.^^cd  in  or  out.  to  place  or  sticlc  them  in  the 
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v,ater.  in  a  manner  tliat  v,-ould  give  them,  for  the  ivd.y  or  riight,  the 
same  appearance  as  th.e  bushes  conti-'iioris,  and  thus  prevent  those 
%vho  navigated  the  Creek,  from  percoiviDg  tlie  orifice,  or  cherishing 
nny  su.-jiicion  of  a  reti-eat.  Tliev  iiih.ihited  the  cave  but  a  few 
days,  it  vras  iiicrelj  their  retreat  Cor  I'j  cuding  tiic  night  more  se- 
curely, till  they  could  make  arrarii:;.;;!Ctits  tor  leading  the  country. 
"What  a  train  of  evils  atiend  a  etate  of  "^var  !  Vvho  without  agony 
can  think  of 

*'  •  L;>.Mi.\^f;  v'ulcfs,'  wi-:-o  l-vaivls  bloouicd. 
And  sv:>i^tuni-I  in  tli^'  wido,-,'  .  \1>\\U\'-  tears. 
TheLf  guilty  jv.ys  bou!,:lit  \siti: 

Mr.  Weeks  adds,  there  have  been  many  idle  and  fanciful  ru- 
mors circulated  iu  re.Mvd  to  Mrs    Piovy's  cave.-  In  fact  it  was 

designed  only  fcr  a  temporarv  ic::-  .c  i  the  better  secmity  of  its 
occupaucs,  w  hile  tliey  tccured  U;-:a.  <'V-.>ps.  and  probably  "was  in  ex- 
istence only  one  year,  for  tiierc  v..c^  iiethiug  to  support  its  top  ex- 
ce:.)t  the  roots  of  trees  standiug  about  it.  and  without  much  doubt 
the  whole  fell  in  at  ihe  next  overilovf  of  the  Creek  a.fter  it  was 
made, 

^lie  place  vdiorc  the  excavation  was  made,  has  never  been  dis- 
turbc'l  by  the  plov',  and  no  fresliet  lias  here  materially  changed 
the  bank  of  tha  creek,  so  liiat  ihc  remains  of  the  cave  are  yet  visi- 
ble, and  Cjuite  clearh'  show  ev-ery  important  feature  as  described  by 
Mrs.  Scory. 

It  should  be  addedi  that  ;;reat  sagacity  and  judgment  were  ex- 
ercised, not  only  in  liCaking  this  cave,  and  using  it  wdien  made,  but 
also  in  the  frel.  cli'  ci  '  f  the  loeati^jn  of  it.  for  it  was  located  on  the 
west  side  of  tl:-j  .:rv  where  tiiero  was  little  or  no  travel,  and 
where,  (since  the  ]^'g  bouse  in  wbich  most  r>f  their  work  was  done, 
was  on  the  east  side)  n--  trail  v/ould  be  n^ade  by  their  fre'juent  en- 
trance. It  was  also  1  >M:od  at  a  Vend  in  the  creek,  where  those 
who  navi.ixo'ed  its  \vaters  would  invarihly  near  the  opposite  shore 
to  save  distance,  au-d  as  the  shore  at  tins  place  is  bold,  nearly  to  a 
perpendicular,  the  dirt  talcen  out  in  die  excavation,  settled  down 
be^ici^tb  the  water  entirely  out  of  ^'ght." 

iMr.  Vv\^eks  furiher  inf)rms  us  that  jlrs.  St.)rybs  retreat  was 
discovered  by  a  tory,  in  conscrocnce  of  the  cryirig  of  an  infunt, 
whose  mother.  cf>''tured  by  the  lu'lians,  had  been  abandoned  by 
them  because  she  v.as  unablo  to  travel,  and  was  kindly  cared  for  by 
^h's.  Story  and  taken  to  her  subteiranean  abode.  After  its  discov- 
ery the  cave  ,vas  no  more  used. 

2sumerou3  Ind'L'.n  relics  arc  found  in  difterent  localities  in 
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tovfQ.  shoTvirig  conclurnvely  that  our  richest  groimcla  were  once  the 
obode  of  the  s^ayaDW  JJiscoveries  of  these  articles  by  several  gentle- 
men.rrere  by  them  comiiiunlcatod  to  Judge  S^vift  for  his  history  of 
Addison  County.  Their  statements,  as  perspicuously  related  by 
the  Judge,  may  be  appropriately  transferred  to  these  pages, 

Rufus  ?^Iead.  Es>p.,  editor  of  the  I^Iiddlobury  Register^  states, 
that  on  the  farm  on  ^rhich  his  fitber  lived,  and  his  grandfather  -was 
an  early  settler,  in  the  Vrcst  part  of  CoroTvall,  have  been  found 
largo  numbers  of  arrow'  and  spear-heads,  from  two  to  five  inches 
in  longth.  and,  nmuiig  tiiorn,  stone  chips,  ^vorked  off  in  the  construe- 
tit.  n  of  arrow-heads,  ari/l  many  imperfect  arrow  heads,  apparently 
male  by  unsldllful  artist-,  or  spoile<I  in  the  manufacture  ;  that  at 
every  plougliing  for  many  years,  these  relics  have  been  thrown 
up.  Tins  locality  is  "near  a  spring,  and  on  ground  sloping  to 
Lemon  Fair  Flats.  On  this  slope  for  some  distance,  the  land  is 
spvingyj  and  on  st-veral  of  the  neighboring  farms,  similar  relics  are 
found.  In  that  neio-hborhood  was  also  found  a  stone  2:ou;^e,  in  the 
regular  shape  of  that  tool,  six  or  eight  inches  long,  and  two  and  a 
lialf  inches  wide.  This  tool  l^lw  ?dead  thinks,  was  used  for  dig- 
ging out  their  canoes,  the  wood  bemg  first  burnt  and  charred  by 
fii'e.  The  arrovrs,  he  says,  were  of  tlint  partly  light  and  partly 
black  ;  and  he  is  confidenc  they  were  made  of  materials  which  are 
not  found  in  this  country.  Otter  Creek  and  Lemon  Fair  whicli 
ciJipties  into  it,  are  navigable  for  small  boats  trom  the  head  of  the 
falls  at  Yergennes  to  tliis  rdaoe. 

'*  Deacon  Vv^'arner  states,  that  on  his  firm  fii^st  settled  by  Benja- 
min Hamlin,  were  fjuud,  ar  nn  early  day,  a  great  variety  of  In- 
dian relics,  arrow-hoiids.  spear-heads,  and  other  impU.nnents"  of 
wdiieh  he  does  not  knovi-  the  use;  also  chippings  aad  fragments  of 
stone,  made  in  tl'O  con.^tniccion  of  the  articles,  and  defective  and 
broken  iinplcjuents.  b'.me  ut'  the  artichjs  were  made  of  Hint  stone, 
and  some,  designed  for  ornament,  of  slate.  This  locality  is  on  a 
rise  of  ground  near  a  Iheavm-  Brook  and  Beaver  Meadovr.  The 
brook  empties  into  Lmnon  Fair,  and  is  navigable  for  small  boats 
ft-om  thn  stream,  except  in  dry  weather. 

"About  three  ("[uartcrs  <jf  a  mile  from  the  above,  on  the  same 
Beaver  Brook,  and  on  tlie  firm  of  La  ilamhn,  is  found  similar 
evidence  of  the  manuiiicture  of  Lidian  reiies,  among  other  things, 
gouges,  chisels  and  arrows,,  of  three  or  f^ur-  different  kinds  of 
stone.  This  statement  was  received  from  Mr.  Hamlin  and  com- 
municated to  us,  with  specimens  of  the  manufacture,  by  Ilufus 
Mead,  Esq.,  who  wa3  al.-o  personally  acquainted  v/ith  the  locality, 
and  genex-aiiy  with  tht  f.icld. 
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Major  Oriu  Field,  states  ttiat  on  bis  farm,  on  tbe  road  leading 
south  from  the  Congregational  Ciiurcbj  scattered  arrow-heads 
have  been  frecfaeriilv  ibund,  rmd  Judge  Tilden  says,  tb at  on  his 
farm  not  far  distant,  similar  discoveries  have  been  raade.  Major 
Fiebi  also  savs  thot  on  the  snuie  iaTin,  tb.cn  ov7ned  by  33enjamia 
Stevens,  he  was  shown  by  Mr.  Stuveiis,  in  1807,  what  was  regarded 
as  the  foundation  of  an  Indian's  wi^^wam  or  iait.  It  was  a  ridgo 
of  earth,  about  six  inches  hi_a,b,  in  a  snuare  shape,  the  sides  of 
which  were  eight  or  twelve  feet  1o!"i_l:,  the  ridiie  running  all  around 
except  the  east  end  where  was  v-  Yacuii  space. apparently  designed  for 
a  door  way.  The  earth  was  tbirov.  ri  up  to  form  the  ridge  on  the  out- 
side.   The  ridges  liave  now  disapp\nrud. 

Major  Field  also  says,  that  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  on  whicb- 
bis  grandfather  was  an  early  settlor,  in  a  burying  ground  on  sandy 
land,  in  digging  a  grave  in  1S02.  there  were  thrown  up  In- 
dian relics,  of  the  same  size  a  ad  shape,  and  in  the  form  of  a  heart, 
about  five  inches  long  and  three  wide  at  the  top.  A  smooth  and 
straight  hole,  one  half  incl'.  in  diameter,  was  Ijorcd  through  the 
length,  the  exterior  surf^ice  beiu;:^  swollen  to  accommodate  the  hole. 
The  sides  were  worked  to  an  edge. 

'^Austin  Dana,  Esq.,  states  tl^at  on  his  farm,  which  borders  on 
Lemon  Fair,  he  has  often  ploughed  up  large  numbers  of  points 
from  one  and  a  half  to  seven  inclics  long,  all  which  be  thinks  were 
designed  for  arrow-heads.  inr,e?i(U!d  f^r  shooting  animals  of  different 
ivizes,  together  witii  some  wiiicl)  were  broken,  and  a  stone  gouge 
eight  or  ten  inch-s  "'ong,  in  ilie  proper  sbape  of  that  instrument. 
Pieces  of  the  arrovv-h'^iuls  Lq  has  often  used  for  gun  flints.  He  has 
also  foundj  at  three  diiTerent  springs  on  his  farm,  as  many  ditibrent 
pavements  of  stone,  designed  and  use  l  for  hu.'S  in  tlK;ir  huts,  which 
have  evident  marks  of  the  eOV-cts  of  fire.  They  arc  made  of  cob- 
ble-stones pounded  down  and  made  level  and  solid  like  a  pavement, 
six  or  seven  feet  in  diameter.  He  says  al.-o,  that  ori  several  farnis 
lying  north  of  h-'s,  he  has  seen  hearths  formcl  in  the  same  way 
and  obviously  for  the  same  purpose.  Tin'sc  arc  always  on  the 
border  of  the  F;iix\  or  of  brooks  running  from  the  bdls  into  it. 

"  Jesse  Ellsworth.  Esq..  statts  thai  on  his  farm,  near  Lemon 
Fair,  on  low  ground  he  has  often  found  arruw  and  spear-heads,  and 
a  pestle.  Some  of  the  spear  and  arrow-heads  are  grey  and  others 
black." 

The  writer  will  add  that  upon  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives, 
and  on  the  adjoining  farms,  it  was  in  bis  childhoMd,  very  common 
for  arrow-points  to  be  turned  up  by  the  {ihixgh.  especially  on  low 
grounds.  • 
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CHAPTER  XXXL 

SOCIAL  CHARACTER  AXD  SPIRIT  OF  THE  SEITLEP.S— USAGES  OF  THE 
PEOPLE  IN  CHOICE  OF  TO^VN  OFFICERS  BEPRESENTATIYES  — 
SELECTMEX—HAYWARDS — IXTEMPERANCE  ;  ITS  VICTIMS. 

We  have  already  had  occasion  to  notice  in  our  account  of  the 
'•pitches"  of  the  first  settlers,  the  places  of  their  birth,  and  whence 
they  emigrated.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  origin  of  the  early 
settlers  of  this  to vfn  may  "vvith  equal  propriety,  be  said  of  many 
other  towns  of  Vermont,  especially  of  those  portions  of  it  which 
were  first  settled.  They  were  in  large  proportion  from  Litchfield 
County,  Connecticut.  In  reference  to  the  agency  of  that  County 
in  fihaping  the  character  and  destinies  of  Vermont,  Judge  Churca 
remarks  in  his  Centennial  Address,  delivered  a  few  years  since  : 

The  spirit  of  emigration,  that  same  Anglo-Saxon  temperament 
v/hich  brought  our  ancestors  into  the  country,  and  which  constantly 
pusiies  forward  to  tlie  trial  of  unknov/n  fji'tuiie,  began  its  manifes- 
tations before  the  Ivevolution.  and  souglit  its  gratification  first  in 
Verraont.  Vermont  is  tiie  ch.iid  of  Liteh  Field  County.  "We  gave 
to  lier  her  first  iJovernor,  and  tln-oo  Governors  besides  ;  as  many  as 
three  Senators  in  Congress,  and  also  many  of  lier  m.ost  efficierst 
foun-lers  and  early  distiivg'iislicd  citizens, — ( "hittendens.  Aliens, 
Oalushas.  Chipmans,  Skinner  and  others.  The  attitude  assumed 
by  Vermont  in  the  early  stages  of  'Am  llevolutionary  war,  in  re- 
spect to  Canada  on  the  nortli  auvl  the  threatening  States  of  Xcw 
York  and  Nevr  Hampshire  on  either  side,  was  peculiar  and  delicate, 
and  demanded  the  most  adroit  policy  to  secure  her  purpose  of  in- 
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f  fleponilence.  In  lier  dilemma,  lier  most  sa^ii^icioua  men  resorted  tO' 
f  the  councils  of  ber  old  friends  in  Litchfield  Councj,  and  it  is  said 
^  that  her  final  course  was  shaped,  and  her  designs  accomplished,  by 
J  the  advice  of  a  confidential  Council,  assembled  at  tlio  liouse  of 
I  Gov.  Walcott,  in  the  Yilla2;e  of  Litchiield." 

I      Coming  from  the  land  of  steady  habits,  the. fathers  early  evinced 
\  steadiness  and  self-reliance,   qualities  ^vhich  were  nurtured  and 
!  strengthened  by  the  circumstances  in  vshicU  they  were  placed  by 
I  eir/igration.    They  could  not  rely  on  friends  Tvhom  they  had  left  in 
I  the  homes  of  their  youth  ;  they  vrere  t^^o  remote.    They  could  not, 
I  and  did  not  expect  much  sympathy  from  ^se^  York  on  tho  one 
i.  hand,   or   ISew   iiampsiiire  on  the  other,  for  these  were  rival 
claimants-  to  their  allegiance.     And  though  sure  of  each  other's 
friendship  and  sympathy  they  could  not  lean  upon  each  other;  for 
e^.ch  already  bore  iesponslbility.vdiicli,  though  voluntarily  assumed, 
was  fully  equal  to  his  strength.     Each,  therefore,  from  necessity 
j   became  an  indeprnlent  man.     In  civil  or  ecclejiastical  mutters, 
I    they  *•  called  no  man  master,"  but  vvere  wont  to  adopt,  and  freely 
1    to  express  their,  sentimenis-j  on  all  subjects,  and  to  act  in  accordance 
I    with  their  convictions. 

1  In  1T85,  only  ihe  year  after  the  organization  of  the  town,  the 
I  spirit  of  the  settlers  vvas  manilost  in  their  remonstrance  against  cer- 
f  tain  doings  of  the  General  Assembly  in  respect  to  the  designation 
•  of  Addison  as  tlie  shiru  town  of  the  CouuH',  and  a  change  in  the 
^  mode  of  elcciing  County  oillcers.  In  refjr'^nco  to  these  topics  there 
I    is  a  record  of  die  fcll<;\:-!ug  votes  passed  December  12.  1785  : 

1.  '*  Yotod  ihat  tho  County  town  be;n_'  erected  at  Aildison,  is  a 
grievance  to  this  town,  ami  to  the  County  iu  general,  it  being  alto- 
gether aside  from  the  botly  of  the  County. 

2.  Voted  that  the  act  of  tho  <  -cu^ral  Assembly  depriving  us  of 
the  privilege  of  choosing  our  county  officers,  is  unconstitutional 
very  hurtful  to  our  liberties.     Tliese  grievances  we  are  determined 
to  have  redressed  if  possible,  and  that  in  tlie  most  regular  nianner.'' 

It  ii  noticeable  that  we  have  here  no  tlireats  to  secede  or  to  do 
other  bad  things,  but  a  cool  determination  to  resist  supposed  en- 
croachments. At  an  adjournment  of  this  ni  -ctiiig,  held  on  tho 
third  Tucid-'y  of  January,  178G,  it  was  '-'voted  that  a  committee  be 
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appointed  to  inquire-  iiito  the  circumstances  of  our  public  right^i ; 
and  Joel  Linsly,  "William  Slade  and  Sarauel  Benton  vrere  appointed 
this  committee,-' 

The  late  Senator  Phelps  many  years  since  remarked  in  ray  bear- 
ing, t/jfit  he  had  •"never  been  acc^iiainted  Tritli  any  other  eommunitj 
so  little  inclined  as  Conr.Yall,  to  acknowledge  any  men  aa  leaders. 
True  the  people  have  C'ccasionally  shown  deference  to  a  few  of  their 
nuvaher,  hut  g";ner;Ai;y  caoh  man  acts  as  though  be  were  the  peer 
of  every  other  man.'' 

The  offices  of  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurerj  have  from  motives  of 
expedi-ncy.  been  fiUcl  by  the  re-election  of  the  same  persons,  from 
year  to  yearj  with  only  tv^-o  or.  three  exceptions,  UDtil  the  incumbent 
was  disabled,  or  voluntarily  declined  further  service.  Thus  Joel 
Linsly  was  annually  chosen  town  clerk  from  the  organization  of  the 
town  in  ITS^,  two  years  excepted,  until  1818,  the  year  of  his  de- 
cease— having  proved  himself  not  only  a  faiihful  but  a  most  com- 
petent ofacer.  Joel  Linsly,  Benjamin  Sanfordj  William  Hamilton 
and  his  son,  Edward  Ilamiltony  have  filled  the  oilice  of  Town 
Treasurer,  aearly  the  whole  period  since  1784.  During  the  early 
part  of  our  history,  representatives  to  the  General  Assembly  appear 
to  have  been  elected  by  political  preferences,  as  parties  acquired  the 
requisite  strength,  but  for  many  years  past  it  has  been  our  practice, 
whatever  the  party  in  p:>wer,  to  elect  the  same  person  to  this  sta- 
tion ortly  two  years  cuiuinuedly,  with  the  understanding  that  anoth- 
er will  succeed  to  the  hoiiors  and  responsibilities  of  the  office  for  the 
same  period.  It  has  also  been  the  practice  in  electing  selectmenj 
to  drop  the  first  on  the  list  of  the  preceding  year,  and  advance 
those  remaining,  to  the  fust  and  second  places,  electing  a  third  who 
had  not  been  in  office,  thus  keeping  up  constant  rotation,  and  giving 
each  three  years  of  service.  W^hatever  may  have  been  the  reason 
for  this  practice,  it  has  this  advantage,  that  by  it  many  are  brought 
to  a  familiarity  with  town  affairs,  which  qualifies  them'the  better 
to  judge  of  the  njca-ares  of  tho.-o  in  authority,  and  awakens  in 
them  iucreaicd  interest  in  town  matters. 

It  was  also  the  practice  of  the  town  for  many  years,  in  the  elec- 
tion of  hay  wards,  to  choose  to  the  office  all  who  had  been  married 


uaring  the  year  preceding  :  thus  occasionally  swelling  tlic  catalogue 
of  this  class  of  officers  to  undue  ^proportions. 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  amiss  to  cliroaiclo  the  fact  that  there  was 
u  period  in  the  iiistory  of  Cornwall,  when,  r,-.s  in  other  communities, 
iiuen3perance  ttDund  too  many  willing  yietiae-.  The  vice  invaded 
the  ilimily  and  the  churchj  and  numbered  avno^ie;  its  victims  some 
who  were  once  most  active  and  promising  iren,  Some  were  re- 
ckiimed ;  others  continued  their  downwuid  career  to  dishonored 
graves.  As  the  repetition  of  their  names  could  aftord  neither  pleas- 
ure nor  gain  to  posterity,  let  the  mantle  of  charity  foil  upon  their 
vice,  while  their  virtues,  some  of  which  have  already  been  recorded, 
•are  perpetuated  for  the  imitation  of  their  descendants.  In  refer- 
ence to  this  vice,  it  is  pleasant  to  he  able  lo  say  there  has  been  very 
Tnarked  refurm,  though  we  liavc  still  ample  occasion  for  earnest 
and  persevering  labor  to  render  the  ref3rm.  complete. 

As  early  as  the  winter  of  1^.17-18,  a  temperance  organization 
was  formed,  based  upon  a  pledge  of  total  abstinence,  similar  to  that 
-which  in  late  years,  has  proved  so  efficient  in  diminishing  the  use 
of  intoxicating  drinks.  In  this  movement  Father  Bushnell,  Horace 
Linsly,  the  father  of  tlio  writer,  and.  several  younger  men  par- 
ticipated. 

The  temptations  to  intemperance  were  much  increased  by^  the 
necessity,  elsewhere  alluded  to.  for  farmers  to  journey  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mo-rketing  their  produce.  Houses  of  entertainment  were 
numerous,  at  which  wayfarers  ofien  congregated  for  the  night — 
the  sentiments  and  usages  of  the  times  warranting  and  even  encour- 
agmg  free  use  of  intoxic;-t:ng  drinks.  ^vlien  the  vrearied  and 
chilled  teamsters  had  carcM  fo-r  their  horses  for  the  night,  and  gath- 
ered around  the  cheerful  bir-room  fire,  thej  v;ere  wont,  especially 
in  cold  weather,  to  enliven  their  social  converse  with  copious 
draughts  of  ^fthj — a  mixture  of  beer  and  spirits  seasoned  to  the  tasic, 
and  heated  to  a  foam  by  an  iron,  called  the  ■•  loggerhead."  which 
was  kept  iiot  in  the  fire  for  the  purpose.  It  is  easy  to  see  how 
at  these  gatherings  the  seeds  of  intemperance  were  often  planted, 
and  their  germs  stimulated  to  a  rapid  growth,  yielding  wdien  ma- 
tured, a  fearful  harvc.-:t  of  wreiclicdiie.is  and  ruin. 
"Ml 
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It  liftS;  ho^^evor,  happily  been  true,  for  yearS;  that  when  the  | 

question  has  been  fbirly  preserited  to  the  town  Tvhether  tlie  trafnc  in  1 

intoxicating  drinkS;  or  the  use  of  them,- should  be  freely  tolerated,  '.i  } 

decided  majority  ha^e  answered  no.    The  action  of  the  town  on  the  | 

question  of  License  or  i\o  License,  as  taken  frora  the  records  | 

d^:-ing  three  years,  when  it  came  up  for  discussion,  will  show  the  | 
feelings  of  the  citizens  in  reference  to  the  matter.     The  vote 
stood  in                                   '    ■       .  - 

1S4T,  License  47.    No  Licerse,  107. 

1848.  ^*     41.  66. 

1849,  "     34.     "       "  112. 

The  majority  in  favor  of  temperance  has  been  similar  in  all  sub- 
sequent action  on  the  subject. 
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CHAPTEll  XXXII. 

>:l11F1CB  CF  TBE  TO^TX  —  -  -'IL--]^im:!-;!;cTION3-~3IINERALS — 3lAK- 
BLE — BUILDING  STOXI" — -,AVlI: — MIv^nAL  SPKIXGS — QUALITIES 
OP  THE  TrAlEU  OEXERALI  Y. 

The  surface  of  Cornwall  i^ioro  uneven  than  that  of  the  to"\VuS 
bordering  on  ^he  Lake,  ihov  i-.  s  perhaps  no  more  Trasie  la?id. 
TTe  have  the  rocky  ridge  '-the  Lodges,*''  commencing  ncpr 

the  centre  cf  the  to^vn,  an^l  running  north^var^I  to  its  norrhorn 
liniit.  This  ridge  is  t:'0  ;  .lus  ibr  cultivation,  and  a  portion 
of  it  even  lor  pasturage,  visile  ranch  of  it  is  well  adapted  to  leed- 
ing  shecpj  and  the  remaind^n  is  producti^'o  as  woodland. 

In  this  ridge,  ea^t  of  Cjtks  Aoernaihy's  is  p  cave  known  as 
Rock  liinnnon,"  of  no  great  i-retensions  as  a  eurit;siiy,  hnt  wLioli 
yet  is  visiicd  by  the  school  children,  and  whieh,  at  an  oaily  d:i7. 
suniciendy  attracted  settlers  to  secure  it  a  nan  e,  and  rep-ated  n:en- 
tion  in  the  surveys  and  deeds  of  Ln'i  in  thi't  vicinity.  Gen.  Len- 
ten, as  TTO  have  had  occasion  to  riotico.  ov-ned  a  tract  of  ioveval 
hundred  acres  lying  west  of  this  locality,  ^Yhich  was  soinetinies 
designated  in  the  records  as  his  ''■  Rock  Rimmon  lot. 

If  we  have  hills,  we  have  no  niarshi's  to  breed  raiasrra,  nor 
swamps,  except  a  tract  in  the  southeast  i  ^rt  of  the  town.wlr'  j'i.  f:  r 
its  tirnioer,  is  f;iSt  becoming  Utost  valuable  land,  and  iNhicb,  when 
suitably  drained,  will  become  highly  pn^div^tive  as  n^eadow.  This 
is  indeed  alreudy  true  of  an  extensive  tract,  already  reclaimed,  upon 
Otter  Creek. 
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Eoruei'ing  on  Lemon  Fair  in  the  West  part  of  the  town  are  allu- 
vial lands,  which,  like  those  of  Egypt  on  tlie  Isih.  are,  by  the 
annual,  aixl  occasionalJY  Uiore  frequent  overlloATing  of  the  stream, 
rendered  exhaasiiesslj  fertile  Tt^ithout  the  aid  of  artificial  manures. 
•The  forest  timber  on  these  bottom  lands,  is  an  enormous  growth  of 
elm,  interspersed  witli  white  oak,  and  occasionally  black  ash.  The 
soil  of  these  Eliir  fiats,''  is  mack  ten  or  twelve  inches  deep,  upon 
a  clay  subsoil  of  about  the  same  thickness  :  underneath  which  is  o, 
deposit  of  muck  of  iii definite  depth.  The  characteristics  of  the 
lands  bordering  on  the  Creek,  are  very  similar  —  the  soil  being  a 
vegetable  .mould,  in  some  localities  of  grea^t  depth.  In  some  parts 
of  the  town  clay  prevails,  but  there  is  no  extensive  tract  in  any 
cpia.rter  of  the  town  having  exclusively  a  clay  soil.  Far  the 
largest  proportion  of  tlie  town  is  a  gravelly  loam,  in  some  fields 
mingled  with  an  uncomfortable  abundance  of  stone  upon  the  sur- 
face. It  may  be  said  of  Cornwall  that  it  has  the  desirable  union 
of  soils,  which  gives  to  most  of  the  landholders  a  pleasant  variety 
for  grazing  and  for  cultivation. 

An  article  of  culture  wdiich  has  much  attracted  the  attention  of 
our  k^rmers,  is  the  root  crop,  carrots,  beets,  &c.  The  extent  to 
which  this  calture  has  been  carried,  is  apparent  on  the  records  of 
our  Agricultural  Society,  which,  in  this  departmient,  has  conferred 
on  the  farmers  of  Cornwall  a  very  large  proportion  of  its  premiums. 

The  soil  yields  freely  all  those  kinds  of  grain  which  are  account- 
ed nriost  valuable,  a  ltd  as  in  former  ye  ars,  the  town  would  still 
rai~e  a  considerable  surplus,  if  the  attention  of  the  people 
wei'c  not  diverted  to  other  pursuits,  in  their  view  involving  less 
labor,  and  more  profit. 

No  one  of  tiie  comforts  of  life  was  more  promptly  provided  for 
by  the  first  settlers,  than  a  supply  of  fruit,  especially  of  apples. 
This  is  apparent  in  the  numerous  and  extensive  orchards  which 
once  graced  almost  every  firm,  but  which  are  now  unhappily  'too 
often  going  to  decay  vrith  bat  com,p:i.rativeIy  little  efibrt  to  secure  a 
rc-suppiy.  Clumps  of  ap})le  trees,  some  ^-f  vfhich  are  still  vigor- 
ous and  productive,  point  out  the  sites  once  occupied  by  the  cab- 
in3  of  settlers.    The  size  which  these  trees  attained  proves  ccncla- 
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sively  tlie  OAlapte'Irics?  of  the  soil  to  tlicir  growth,  and  their  ample 
yield  of  fruit,  inasmuch  as  it  v/as  accouiited  of  but  little  value  as 
food  for  stock,  -  iniluccd  the  owners  to  erect  nuraerous  mills  for  its 
conversion  into  cider — v.ix  operation  "'.vhicli,  in  too  many  cases,  was 
iDjurious  to  their  habit.^  and  morals.  There  >vas  a  time  ^^ithiD  my 
recollection,  when  many  of  our  farmers  irarabered  their  barrels  of 
cider  by  scores,  and  a  lev,  by  Imndred:^.  To  use  it  as  cider  was  out 
of  the  iiuosl'on  ;  lo  j^ell  it  ax  rejnu,u?i;dIvo  prices  was  also  out  of 
the  question  ;  to  find  permanent  storacrc  for  it,  even,  was  impossible. 
Under  these  circun^ stances,  the  farmer,  without  much  thought,  (for 
it  was  before  the  days  of  temperance  discussion,)  carried  it  to  the 
distillery  to  be,  alas  !  flir  worse  than  wasted, — to  be  converted  into 
cider  brandy  and  then  returned  to  the  owner's  cellar,  to  poison 
the  inn.ates  of  tlie  fan  ily.  and  tempt  to  the  formation  of  habits 
destructive  alike  to  character,  to  usefulness  and  to  happiness. 
Amid  such  a  state  of  things,  it  is  not  surprising  that  intemperance 
should  have  lured  victims  into  his  train. 

After  the  dis's;us3ion  of  temperance  principles,  had  reformed  the 
practices  of  the  people,  and  lanislmd  the  tempter  from  their  dwell- 
ings, many  farmers  stul  ac!:u:'.ted  by  the  conviction  that  apples  were 
worthless  as  food  for  stock,  and  that  their  orchards  Vvcre  incum- 
brances rather  than  sources  of  profit,  applied  the  axe  to  their  less 
desij-able  trees  and  converte-1  them  into  firewood — an  operation  less 
perilous,  but  scarcely  Icr-'S  ill  judgcil  than  the  previous  one  of  con- 
verting their  abundance  of  apples  into  cider,  and  of  cider  into 
brnndy,  ISo  iact  is  with  moft  ai^riculturists  at  present  better  es- 
tablished, than  that  apples  are  valuable,  in  any  form,  for  stock,  and 
that  they  are  particularly  useful  when- cooked  with  other  vegetables 
- — especially  in  f  ittcning  swine. 

The  early  settlers  endeavored  to  raise  pears,  peaches,  and  quin- 
ces— fruits  to  which  they  were  accustumed  in  the  home  of  their 
childhood.  Tlio  hitier  never  have  'Oeen  productive  here.  Peaches 
wme  fa-  a  fe.r  y^  -  -  cultivated  with  some  success,  but  were  aban- 
doned as  unsuitC'l  to  the  climate.  Pears  have  always  done  well, 
and  may  bo  raised  in  this  locality  as  easily,  ar.d  in  as  much  perfec- 
tion as  apples.    Plums  and  cherries  ia  all  their  varieties,  have  also 
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jj-ivea  am-:^Ie  rotiirn^  K;r  euUiv.Uion,  until  the  curculio  or  some  km- 
dred  pest  has  threjteneu  to  mi  a  both  tho  tree  and  its  fruit. 

Tiio  miner  4  depL:>its  of  Cornwail  wliicli  Lavo  been  \vroaght  with 
profit,  aro  builui ng  stone,  of  whicii  several  boas  are  known  to  exist. 
The  quiirry  iu  ike  south-west  part  of  the  town,  known  as  the  I'eck 
ledge/"  has  j-elded  a  large  amount  of  stone,  which  splits  into  lay- 
ers of  convenient  thickness,  with  a  face  as  souaro  as  if  wrought  bv 
the  chisel,  and  almost  as  smooth  as  if  polished.  Of  .this  stone  the 
underpinnings  of  manj  of  tho  best  buildings  in  this  region  are 
constructed,  as  is  also  the  i'ront  of  the  Chapel  of  Middlebnrj  Col- 
lege. There  is  another  quarry  which  has  yielded  much  valaable 
building-stone-  nearly  equil  to  the  Peck  stone,  on  the  farm  of  the 
late  Mr.  Eushnell,  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Thompson  Potter. 
Large  and  beautiful  flagging  stones  are  also  procured  on  the  farms 
of  Loring  S.  Peet,  and  Julius  Hurlbut.  Several  other  localities 
are  known  where  valuable  builuing-stone  has  been  obtained. 

On  the  tlirm  formerly  belonging  to  Chauncey  Baxter,  now  owned 
by  Hon.  P^,ollin  J.  Jones,  there  is  an  extensive  bed  of  white  mar- 
ble, which,  were  such  stone  less  abundant  in  this  region,  would 
doubtless  prove  to  its  owner  a  valuable  possession.  About  one  mile 
OiiSt  of  the  •'•  le-Iges  .mentioned  on  a  former  page,  and  nearly  par- 
allel with  t:;em,  is  a  ridge  uf  shite,  which  appears  to  be  a  continu- 
ation of  the  slate  deposits  in  OasLieton,  This  inference  is  warrant- 
ed by  the  fact  that  thi.^  mineral  present-  itself  to  the  eye  of  the 
traveler  in  several  [-hices,  as  lie  mov:-s  northward  from  Castleton. 
It  appears  in  ILddj  ird: jn.  again  in  ^ju'lbury,  and  in  the  south  part 
of  Whitiag.  In  Cornwall  it  agiin  a[. pears  on  land  bidonging  to  the 
heirs  of  £h->"'teven3:  -again  on  tho  land  of  Dr.  M.  0.  Porter,  and 
on  nearly  all  tlie  nirias  lying  northward  of  that  locality,  to  and  be- 
yond the  southern  bound;n-y  of  Weybridge.  Though  no  attempt 
has  boon  nri  lo  t-)  quarry  this  .slate,  in  Cornwall,  it  has  been  exam- 
ined and  pronounccil  a  pr-Zoably  good  article,  by  an  experienced 
slater;  and  there  appears  do  h'C  no  tipiar^iit  reason  why  the  quar- 
rying of  it  Lray  n.'t.  on  irrd.  he  found  a  benefit  to  the  community, 
as  vrell  as  a  reniu.iorativo  enqiloyment. 

There  are  \'^ithi:i  the  htmts  of  Cornwall,  several  mineral  springs, 
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f  some  of  TTliicli  possess  dociucc:  Dicdicinal  properties.  On  the  laria  of 
I  T.  0.  Branch,  in  the  south  part  of  the  to-^n,  there  is  a  spring 
whose  waters  are  said  to  resemble,  in  their  effect  on  cutaneous  dis- 
eases, the  well  known  waters  of  Clarendon.  On  the  farnis  of 
Chauncey  II.  Stowell  and  Ilenrv  Lane  there  are  springs  whose 
waters  are  actively  cathartic.  On  the  farm  of  the  writer  there  is  a 
spring  highly  impregnate'!  with  mineral  properties.  Prof.  Hadlej, 
late  of  Middlebury  College  after  an  analysis  of  its  waters,  remark- 
ed that  they  were  iar  more  highly  ch-^rged  with  yaliiable  medi- 
cinal properties,  than  loriny  of  the  springs  which  arc  attracting 
piblie  attention.'' 

Many  years  since,  traces  of  iron  ore  were  discovered  on  the  farm 
of  Linus  Everts,  now  owned  bv  his  widow,  in  the  angle  formed  by 
the  main  north  and  south  road,  and  that  to  Salisbury,  and  some 
efforts  were  made  to  obtain  ic.  But  the  result  proved  that  neither 
the  quantity  nor  quality  would  warrant  the  prosecution  of  the 
enterprii-e. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIII, 

PURSUITS  CF  THK  PEOPLE;  CHIEPLY  AGRIOULTUKAL  —  r.IST  OF  ME- 
CHANICS —  LACK  OF  TV AIEE  POWER  —  MILLS  —  MEilCHAXT;i— 
ClIAXGE  FRO:.r  AGRICULTURAL  TO  OTHER  PURSUITS  —  HORSES  — 
SHEEP — CORNWALL  FINISH." 

All  the  movements  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cornwall  —  tlie 
cliaracter  of  the  farms  thej  selected  :  their  disregard  of  facilities 
for  mechanical  opovations,  indicated  clearly  their  preference  for 
agricultural  pursuicSj  and  their  purpose  to  derive  not  only  tempo- 
rary support,  but  ultimate  atiiuence  from  the  soil.  The  density  of 
the  forest  furnished  the  very  evidence  they  desired  of  the  strength 
and  productiveneso  of  that  soih  Hence,  with  a  vigorous  arm,  and 
confident  of  success,  they  encountered  the  forest  and  it  vanished 
before  them.  In  its  place  waved  the.  g.}lderi  harvest,  and  their  rude 
store-houses  teemed  with  plenty. 

There  were^  however,  a  sufficient  number  of  mechanics  to  per- 
form the  labor  required  by  the  community  from  the  several  trade.3, 
and  these  mechanics  wi:;ely  located  themselves  where  their  shops 
would  be  easy  of  access  to  patrons,  so  that  eacli  neighborhood  had 
its  tanner  and  sh.oe-n;ia]:cr.  it.'-  '''laclcsraith  and  carpenter.  There 
were  fdso  the  Jailer  and  harness-maker,  and  the  clothier.  The 
following  list  of  mechanics  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  : 
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Harvcj-  Bell,  Clothier. 
Abijah  JDavis,  Tanner  a'ju  Shoemaker, 
Felix  Denton,  " 
Eiisha  Field, 
Stophea  Blake, 
J  ere-' h  Ruck-well, 
Samuel  Peck,  Shoemaker, 
Thomas  Laiidon,  *' 
Wni.  Jones. 
Daniel  Samson,  " 
Sanmel  Ingrabnia,  Coop-5i-     Fan  Mills- 
Elijah  Fu:fee,  Cooper. 
Asahcl  Phelps,  Joiner. 
Eli2ar  Feck, 


raver: us  Newel],  Blaclrsmith. 

Oacob  l^eck, 

TIiOui:a.s  Fritc-liard,  <• 

iJavir  o;  S-;ii.''r, 

:n:.:i-::T  :.bon, 
xVuihro.ie  JuJJ,  '* 
ja:!i-  :j  Vi  ali-cer, 

AbU.l  lb  -ors,  Sa4dle&lIarcof!.?maker 
CaF'-'2i  FiMiu,  Spill liin^  Wheels. 
L^nb.a- TiLden, 

B  '.u':-)in  Bean,  Carpenter  &  Jciner 
Jvibii  Afazuzan.       "  " 
Keubm  Took,        "  *■ 
Cone  Andrus,        ^'  '< 


Tbo  preceding  iiaraes  are  all  found  op.  llie  roll  of  assessmeiits  for 
trades  and  professions,  vfvh  out  by  the  listers,  previous  to  1800. 
Since  that  date  the  f  jlloving  mecl'anics  have  been  established  ia 
business,  for  longer  or  shorter  periods  : 


Wm.  Hamilton,  Blacksmith, 

Edward  HamUton, 

William  Peck, 

Sh abaci  Ripley,  " 

Stephen  HoIlldaY, 

George  Walker, 

Asa  Bcmd,  Tanner  and  Shoeraaker. 

Julius  Delong. 

Joseph  Myers, 

Mark  W  ,  Mazuzan, 

Daniel  Ford, 

Daniel  Vale, 

 T:iylcr,  " 

Wiiliaras  Fu^iltcn,  "Wheelwright. 

Waterrnar.  Sund'jrland,  *' 

David  CUrk, 

Jonathan  Perry,  Conper, 

 Eiown,  T-ii'or. 


Salmon  North,  Carpenter  &  Joiner. 

Matthew  Wallace,    "  " 

Nathaniel  Wallace,  "  •* 

Martin  Hopkins, 

Elijah  Foot, 

CalTia  Foot,  " 

Isaac  .Miner, 

Fbcne-^er  Miner,       "  «' 

luTher  Bak-.vTiK        "  " 

George  BaU';)V:i,  *« 

Horace  A.  Finney,  *' 

Willian!  FayUr,       "  » 

Jai.ies  Pijior.  "  -  *' 

P.  N.  CoIAj, 

F.  ('.  Crano, 

Philip  Wa-ner,  Cooper. 

F^aij.  AtwGod,  Spiuuiug  Wheels. 

H.  £.  llvu^i,  Tailor. 


TL^  water-courses  of  O'jr  town  wliicli  luivo  already  loen  men- 
tioned in  connecti<'>n  ^vith  brid;;o;^,  ni'o  of  bucli  a  c;  iriu'ior  as  to 
aubrd  little  encouragement  for  the  erecfiou  ol'  m'Aii.     Lumon  Fair, 
is  too  sluggish  CO  furnish  power  for  turning  machinery,  and  the 
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other  streaiT-.s — mcro  brooks— tliough  for  a  fev;  days  in  spring  divl 
niiiumn  yielding  a  supcrabmjdant  supply  of  water,  darin;T 
most  of  the  .yeiir.  yield  no  supply  &t  all  on  wbieli  reliance  in<x.y 
be  placed.  For  ibis  reason,  attempts  to  render  tbem  aTailable  have 
been  nearly  abaiidoneu,  A  clara  once  erected  on  the  land  of  Chaun- 
cey  H.  StOHvell  for  a  saTr-iaiilj  -^-as  soon  found  of  no  account.  The 
only  spot  on  Hie  brook  vrhere  persevering  efforts  have  been  made  to 
obtain  watei-power  ba-  been  a  I  or  near  the  mill  now  owned  by  Gar- 
rison Foou.  il'cre.  at  a  very  early  day. when  goo^l  saw  and  grist  mills 
did  not  exist  in  the  region,  an  aUempt  was  njade.with  some  success^ 
to  establish  both.  Nenr  the  location  of  the  present  mill.  Jared 
Abernathy  or  Levi  Sperry  built  a  dam  and  a  saw-mill,  and  both, 
either  suecv-^ively  or  in  nnion.  were  interested  in  running  it.  The 
dam  has  often  boeii  totally  or  partially  destroyed,  and  the  property 
has  passed  thi  'ju^di  many  changes  of  ownership.  Some  fifty  or  sixv 
t J  Tods  below  this  locality,  a  grist-mill  was  erected  at  an  early  day 
by  Da-,  id  Fiuct.  v,-hieb,  for  a  while,  furnished  some  accommodations 
to  the  community.  This  mill  was  also  for  a  time  managed,  and 
wholly  or  in  part,  ovrned  by  Fevi  Sperry,  But  the  dam  having 
been  destroyed  by  a  n-e^het,  and  bcitor  mills  having  been  erected  at 
Middlebnry,  the  artempi:  to  maintam  this  was  deemed  inexpedient. 

The  only  other  mid  ever  built  in  town  was  that  on  the  little 
stream  near  oJr.  Asa  Fond's.  Here.  Luther  Tilden,  about  the  year 
1816  or  ISIT,  erec led  -i  i.-ori^iderable  building  in  which  he  construct- 
ed a  sawmill,  and  p:a -.d  a  set  of  carding- machin-es.  He  soon  sold 
the  property,  which  iias  since  repoatctUy  changed  owners,  and  is  not 
at  present,  in  use.  The  in:-:u{ticient  and  in»steady  supply  of  water 
renders  it  ot  huio  value  a3  a  mo- ive  power  ibr  machinerv. 

Th.e  first  merchants  in  Cornwall  vrerc   Fkillard  and  Israel 

C.  Juries.  The  latter  opened  a  small  store  about  the  time  of  the 
orgimization  of  the  town.  Not  many  years  subscipiently  Joshua 
Stock^veU  commenced  the  mercantile  business,  and  formed  a  part- 
ner>,hip,  which  did  not  long  continue,  with  Joiiah  Austin.  Daniel 
Campbell  at  an  early  day  opened  a  store^  and  for  a  fevr  years 
prosecuted  the  sale  of  go<xls.  Tiiese  men  also  engaged  in  the 
making  of  potash,   paying  in  goods  for  ashos.  which  were  abun- 
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daat  while  the  settlers  Yvcrc  clearing  their  heavily  timbered  lands. 
Others  In  the  business     a  Inter  date,  have  been 

Hosea  Brool:,^.  T,  \V.  Collin';,  Daniel  Sanford. 

Israel  C.  Meal.         Benj.  F.  Hnikell.       Joel  S.  Lane. 
Samuel  Everts.  Gakiu  31.  Lewis,       %lvester  E.  RockwelL 

'  "Wru.  H.  liemsen..       Ira  Bbiglia.m.  Cornwall  MercauUIa  Co. 

A.  C.Wickor/ 

B.  F.  Haskell  is  the  odIv  merchant  in  to7m  at  the  time  of  this 


The  cultivation  of  the  soil,  v»-hi.:'li  '^vai  the  engrossing  pursuit  of 
the  first  scttlei's  of  Cornwall,  as  it  una\-oidablj  is  in  all  ncwij  set- 
tled ap'ricuJtaral  regions,  gradually  yielded,  in  part  at  least,  to  oth- 
er pursuits,  whoso  pecuniary  gains  could  be  secured  with  less  labor 
and  expense.  The  farmer  who  can  secure  an  adequate  income  from 
the  raising  of  cattle  or  horsvs  or  sheep,  will  not  expend  his  strength 
in  raising  grain.  y,'hich  iuust  be  carried  to  market  at  an  expense  of 
lialf  its  market  value,  as  was  the  case  when  the  farmer  was  obliired, 
by  his  own  team,  to  son;!  his  grain  to  Troy,  j^.  Y.  I  may  add 
that  a  still  mbre  urgent  demand  tor  a  change  of  pursuits  arose,  when 
after  the  year  1820  th.e  Hessian  fly,  and  the  Weevil,  or  more  prop- 
erly, perhaps,  the  2vlidge,  blasted  the  expectations  of  the  wheat 
grower,  and  rendercil  all  bis  attempts  to  procure  a  crop  abortive. 
Our  farmers  resorted  the  raising  of  cattle  for  the  market!  on  the 
seaboard;  and  of  horses,  wliosc  symmetry,  speed  ar.d  power  of  en- 
durance soon  attracted  the  attention  of  amateurs  throughout  the 
land,  and  secured  a  stea^lily  increasing  demen  l.  And  in  but  one 
other  class  of  stocl;,  iC  in  (.ray  otiior,  has  Vermont  gained  a  wider, 
or  better  sustained  reputatiun.  Ilcr  horses  are,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, being  spread  over  the  prairies  ^'-f  the  'West,  and  the  coast  of 
the  Pacific.  These  winch  have  won  the  most  admiration,  are  of 
the  "'  Black  Ilawk  "  variety,  a  branch  .jf  the  Morgan  family.  Of 
these  animals  several  have  been  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  five  or 
six.  hundred,  to  three  thousand  dollars.  Several  horses  of  this  va- 
riety have  been,  by  i^Iessl•s.  Jones  and  liuckwelh  taken  to  Calitbrnia. 

If  any  other  species  of  Vermont  stock  has  surpassed  her  horses 
in  reputation,  it  is  her  sheep,  and  in  raising  this  species  of  stock, 
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tli-ere  is  perluips  no  a rrog-ance  ia  asserting  tliat  Cornwall  is  second  to 
lio  other  lowu  in  the  State.  Immediately  after  the  importation  of 
Merino  sheep  from  Spain  bj  Col.  Humphrey  and  somewhat  later 
bj  Consul  Jarvis,  some  of  oar  farmers,  who  had  till  that  time 
raised  only  native  sheep,  detern.'iined  to  improve  their  flocks,  and  for 
this  purpose,  procured  some  animals  of  this  yariety.  Gradual  im- 
provement soon  p)crvaded  many  flocks  ;  indeed  its  influence  was  so 
fir  felt  throughout  the  tosvn  tliat  after  the  lapse  of  a  few-  yearSj 
fevT  if  any  pure  native  sheep  remained. 

While  many  of  the  citizens  of  this  town  deserve  credit  for  their 
^.n^vLs  in  ib"s  direction,  it  is  believed  that  all  will  accord  to  our 
toft'nsmen,  Messrs.  Merrill  and  Alonzo  L.  Bingham,  a  measure  of 
enterprize  in  improving  the  character  of  our  sheep,  and  in  opening 
a  market  for  them  at  home  and  abroad,  which  had  by  no  one  been 
previously  e  vhibited.  They  commenced  with  the  purchase  and  rais- 
ing of  the  best  Spanisli  Merinos  within  their  reach,  and  the  cliar- 
cicter  of  their  stock  secured  extensive  sales  at  high  prices,  both  of 
bucks  and  ewes,  to  other  breeders  in  this  and  remote  parts  of  the 
country.  xYbout  the  year  1846,  they  became  acquainted  with  the 
French  "^rlerino  sheep  imported  by  John  A.  Taintor  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  believing  that  their  great  size  and  abundant  yield  of 
"wool,  would  render  traffic  in  them  not  only  profitable  to  themselves, 
but  beneficial  to  the  community,  tli-^y  were  induced  to  purchase 
largely  of  the  importer,  and  to  breed  them  with  great  care  and  ex- 
pense. The  yield  of  wool  obtained  from  these  sheep  was,  in  some 
instances,  almost  fabulous,  extending  from  eighteen  or  twenty  to 
more  than  thirty  pounds  from  a  single  animal.  The  result  was, 
as  the  -Messrs.  Bingham. calculated,  that  the  demand  for  the  sheep 
became  quite  clumoi-ous,  and  sales  were  effected  at  prices  varying 
from  tea  or  twenty  dollars  to  several  hundred  dollars  for  single 
bucks  and  ewes.  The^e  sheep  received  numerous  premiums  at  the 
Fairs  in  this  and  other  St.ites  in  which  they  were  exhibited. 

At  a  S'  -^nev^hat  laier  period,  the  Hon.  Bollin  J.  Jones,  who  had 
for  several  y...iiS  p':eviously  been  engaged  in  active  eilbrts  to  secure, 
by  purchase  and  by  breeding,  a  first  rate  flock  of  Spanisii  Merino 
sheepj  was  induced  to  engage  in  raising  French  Merinos,  more  pai*- 


■I 


KI3T0H7  OF  CORNWALL.  S29 

tlcularlj  With  reference  to  Vrestern  trade;  und  in  1849  having 
formed  a«j.m'tne!'ship  with  Bvlvester  B.  Rock v/ell,  Esq,,  they  em- 
barked largely  in  this  trade,  and  prosecuted  it  ^Yith  a  degree  of 
energy,  to  vbicli  tbeir  success  has  correspoiclcd.  To  supply  them- 
selves  with  a  more  ample  stock  they  piircliascd  in  1853,  an  entire 
bhipment  of  French  Merino  sheep  irnported  by  Solomon  W. 
Jev:ett;  then  of  Weybiidge,  at  an  expense  of  §18,000.  These 
were  sold  to  their  customers,  in  the  West,  at  prices  which  yielded 
an  ample  return  for  their  investment.  They  have  introduced  many 
valuable  sheep,  both  French  and  Spanish  Merinos,  into  Western 
New  York,  Pennsylvaniuj  Onio,  Michigan,  and  other  States  still 
more  remote.  For  the  last  two  years  they  have  resided  in  Crditbr- 
nia,  and  in  connection  with  Simeon  S.  liockwell,  Esq.,  who  had 
before  been  largely  engaged  in  the  Western  sheep  trade,  they 
have  been  prosecuting  their  traffic  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacillc. 

Numerous  other  citizens  of  Cornwall  have  been,  and  are  at  the 
present  time,  engaged  in  raising  very  valr;able  sheep,  with  a  pri- 
mary vie  w  to  supply  the  vride  and  urgent  demand  from  abroad  for 
fitock  of  the  first  quality. 

The  character  of  the  shocp  raised  in  Cornwall  is  amply  attested 
by  the  fact,  that,  purchasers  of  the  choicest  varieties  are  wont  to 
visit  the  flocks  of  the  towr^,  and  from  thern  often  to  make  their  se- 
lections. And  it  is  asserting  no  more  than  the  truth  to  say,  that 
the  trafiic  has  been  fraught  v.ith  benefits  as  great  to  the  buyer  as 
to  the  seller,  and  even  greater  to  the  comnianity  at  large.  Those 
who  successfully  labor  to  improve  our  sheep,  or  other  kinds  of 
stock,  ought  to  be  accounted  public  benefactors. 

Our  dealers  in  sheep  iias'e  been  cha,rged  v,'ith  coloring  their  ani- 
mals, or  with  giving  them  what  is  widely  known  as  "  Cornwall 
finish.-'  The  fact  is  admitted.  The  operation  is  performed  by  the 
use  of  oil  and  lampblack,  or  umber,  or  other  coloring  material,  on 
the  exterior  of  the  fleece,  and  the  object  of  the  operation  is  two 
f  jld  : — first,  to  make  the  fleece  appear  more  oily  and  of  course 
heavier  and  more  valuable  than  it  is ;  and  secondly,  to  heighten 
the  beauty  of  the  wool  when  opened,  by  a  contrast  with  the  dark 
coai  on  the  surface,     Whatever,  either  of  credit  or  of  blame,  is 
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involved  in  this  practice  :  wlietlicr  it  can  be  proved  that  it  originated  \ 

in  Cornwall  or  not,  v:e  readily  accord  to  our  neighbors  in  adjacent  [ 

townSi  the.  credit 'of  Laving  been  ^ipt  scholars  in  the  art,  and  of  4 

having  eagerly  aiul  fully  availed  themselves  of  all  the  advantages  | 

{arising  from  its  praciiee.     The  prefix  of  the  name  of  any  other  I 

tovrn  in  this  viciiiity  to    finish,''  would  be  as  appropriate  as  Corn-  Ji 

wall.    Tlie  true  reason  why  Cornwall  has  acquired  this  unenviable  } 

notoriety,  k,  tYi.it  at  the  time  the  practice  of  coloring  sheep  was  ; 

introduced,  the  dealers  of  this  town  were  more  extensively  and  sue-  j 

ceasfully  engaged  in  the  traffic  than  those  from  any  other  locality,  | 

rud  all  readay  joined  in  imputing  to  us  the  practice,  ihc  better  to  ( 
eonceal  their  o?m  oblic[uitie3. 


i 

i 

i 


?:  ■« 
if 


HISTO^;y  OF  COK:;WALL 


i 

I  CHAPTER  XXXiV. 

I  ^ 

I   CHANGES  IX  THE  HABITS  "AND  USAGES  OF  THE  PEOPLE  —  MODES  OF 

L0C02I0TI0X  RIDING  ON    HOllSEEACK    UNIVERSAL  —  RIDING 

"  .OOU];LB,"  OR  TWO  ON  A  HORSE  —  THE  PILLION  AND  SADDLE- 
BAGS— HOW  MOTHERS  USLD  TO  TRAVEL  WITH  THEIR  CHILDREN  

MATERIALS  AND  MODES  OP  DRESS  —  PURNITURE  OE  THE  DWELL- 
ING AMD  TABLE — HUSKING  AND  OTHER  'bEES' — HTNERANT  SHOE- 
MAKERS—MODES.OF  WARMING — INTRODUCTION  OF  LABOR-SAVING 
MACHINERY  —  CHANGES  AFFECTING  MORAL  CHARACTER  AND 
HABITS — "  YOUNG  AMERICA,'' 

In  some  portigns  of  the  v^^Drld  wliich  liaye  long  been  densely 
peo]:lecl,  goneratioiis,  Lay,  centuiies  pass  away,  leaving  but 
litiie  trace  of  cliangc  in  prevalent  habits  and  usages.  The  same 
fashioned  itoplemenrs  arc  employed  in  tiie  cultivation  of  the  soil  ; 
the  same  in  the  manufacture  of  clothing,  and  in  the  preparation  of 
food  :  the  same  in  the  various  mechanical  operations.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  present  period  neither  know  nor  desire  other  dwellings 
than  those  used  from  time  immemorial  by  their  predecessors.  The 
very  btyle  of  dress  adopted  by  their  ancestors,  is  hallowed  by  usage, 
and  on  that  ace^junt  retained.  For  their  modes  of  instruction  and 
worship,  custom  secures  respect  and  veneration  which  eschew 
change.  jS'ot  do  vrith  the  descendants  of  the  Anglo-vSaxon  race, 
who  penetrated  the  forests  of  ISew  England,  a  portion  of  whom 
were  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  State,  and  of  this  town.  They 
w<;re  bent  on  change  until  cultivated  farms,  and  comfortable  dwell- 
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ingSj  and  abundant  harvosis  and  flocks  and  herds  were  theirs.  In 
the  habits  and  usages  of  such  a  communitj,  the  lapse  of  eighty 
years  must  have  "\Yrought-  marked  and  important  chaDges. 

When  the  first  settlers  of  this  region  arriyedj  their  only  means 
of  locomotiou  v>'ere  such  Tfater  conveyances  as  they  could  command, 
or  tlieir  OTrn  feet,  with  occasionally  a  horse  in  the  possession  of 
those  most  fayored.  This  would  necessarily  have  been  true,  even 
if  their  pecuniary  ability  had  been  greater  than  it  "vs'as.  Without 
roads,  wheels  could  not  Lave  been  used;  and  without  at  least  a 
bridle-path  through  the  interminable  forests,  the  horse,  if  possessed, 
vrould  have  been  "  a  vain  thing  for  safety-'  or  comfort.  All  the 
earliest  settlers  made  a  highvfay  of  Otter  Creek,  for  the  conveyance 
of  their  families,  tools  and  supplies,  in  vrinter  using  sleds,  and 
in  summer  using  rafts  or  such  rudely  constructed  boats  as  they 
could  provide.  Whatever  of  stock  they  brought  with  them  wag 
driven  through  the  woods.  When  roads  began  to  be  opened  it  was 
the  iirst  resort  to  convey  moderate  burdens  on  the  backs  of  horses. 
In  this  way  settlers  went  to  Pittsford,  and  sometimes  to  Ticonde- 
roga,  to  get  their  grain  converted  into  ilour  or  meal. 

In  the  absence  of  wheel  -carriages,  the  saddle  was  an  indispensabla 
article  of  travldmg  equipage.  Consequently  it  was  one  of  the  first 
things  sought  by  every  man  who  was  so  fortunate  as  to  own  a  horse. 
And  every  man  and  woman  and  child  became  accustomed  to  ride  on 
hors:-b'ick,' either  for  business  or  pleasure.  The  mother  who  would 
Tisit  friends  in  near  or  remote  places,  mounted  the  "side-saddle," 
as  the  saddle  for  ladies'  use  was  called,  and  taking  her  infant  in  her 
arms,  a.nd  sometim.es  in  emergencies,  an  oWor  child  behind  her, with 
instructions  to  '-sic  sti;ady,  and  hold  fust  to  mother's  clothes,*'  she 
journeyed  for  hours,  and  sometimes  even  for  days.  My  own  mother, 
an  early  settlor  in  Middlcbury,  was  wont  to  tell  her  listening  chil- 
dren how  she  used,  on  horseback,  to  visit  our  grandfather  in  Tin- 
mouth,  RutL^nd  County,  a  distance  of  forty-five  miles,  carrying? 
one  or  another  of  our  number  -"'on  her  lap."  nnd  some  mothers  even 
visited  Connecticut  in  this  way.  Nothing  v.'as  more  common  in  my 
early  childhood  than  for  the  Tather,  vdien  going  to  meeting,  to  take 
his  son  or  daughter  behind  him  on  his  horse  ;  or  for  the  husband  to 
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take  bis  -wife,  first  having  phccd  behind  hk  sv.Mh  the  pillion  with 
its  Jrapeij.  or  haying  spread  a  cloth  to  prevent  the  soiling  of  the 
"Sunday  dress."  Hiding  "  double/'  as  it  tvjs  called,  or  two  on  a 
hor-o,  especially  a  iraii  o,ad  boy,  was  fis  common  at  the  begin- 
ning of  tills  coiitary,  as  is  the  riding  of  two  or  more  in  a  one-horse 
wogon  at  the  present  day.  And  this  mode  of  locomotion  had  its 
advantages.  It  rendered  those  who  practiced  it  more  robust  and 
vigorous,  and  rciidoiod  the  traveler  more  independent  of  ill  wrought 
or  circuitous  roads.  Doubtless  some  of  the  diseases  of  our  period, 
''*\"bicbj  if  not  produced,  are  ag-g-'avau-d  by  our  luxurious  con vey- 
a:  .ceg  ^\  )u'd  rec-  b;^  before  a  return  to  the  more  simple  and  ruoro 
primitive  usages  of  the  fathers.  Dyspepsia  rarely  found  admission 
to  the  cabin,  wliose  inmates,  male  arid  female,  were  each  in  their  ap- 
propriate sphere,  occupied  from  day  to  day  with  the  axe  and  plow 
and  scvthe,  or  wiib  the  spinning  v,-heel  and  the  loomi.  Ennui  was 
rarely  a  guest  in  the  dwellings  whoso  occupants  were  frugally  fed, 
and  whose  thougljis  and  hands  wore  fully  and  usefully  employed. 
And  certain  it  is,  that  the  f.ithers  with  their  habits  of  economy  and 
.self-reliance,  as  a  general  thing,  happily  escaped  some  of  the  em- 
barrassments of  liiorc  ixiodern  times.    I'oor  Richard  cpaaintly  says  : 

Many  estates  -Are  spent  in  tlie  getting, 
Smce  TTOinen  for  tea  forsook  spinniii  j  and  knitting, 
'  -  _     ■  And  raen  fur  p.-onch  forsook  hewing  and  splitting. 

For  ma.ny  years  after  the  settlement  of  Cornwall,  the  traveler 
who  used  his  ovni  foot  for  locomotion,  was  wont  to  carry  his  ward- 
robe and  such  otb.er  awaeies  as  he  wished  to  convey, in  his  knapsack, 
and  after  roads  were  opened  and  the  horse  could  be  used,  the  port- 
man  reau  or  "saddle-bags."  contained  the  baggage,  with  sometimes 
the  addition  of  a  valise  tied  to  the  saddle  before  or  behind.  The 
fathers,  when  they  first  entered  A^U'mont,  made  little  use  of  that 
rao^lera  convenience,  the  trunk,  which,  at  the  present  rate  of  in-  ■ 
crease,  threatens  to  rival  ia  dimensions,  and  to  surpass  in  the  cost 
of  its  furnishings,  their  lowly  cabins. 

The  OS-cart  was  of  course  a  common  vehicle  at  an  early  period, 
vi<i  oycn  were  almost  cxclasivcly  used  for  farm  work,  but  the  team 
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wagon  was  not  inirodaccd  to  any  crvterit  till  after  tlie  conuuencorncn' 
of  tlie  piX'Sent  ccntuiy.  -  The  one-liorae  vragon  was  not  introducetl 
till  about  the  porioJ  of  tl;o  war  cf  1S12,  It  used  to  be  said  in  my 
youth,  that  this  vcliiclo  was  introdaccd  by  G'jn.  Dearborn  while  In 
command  of  the  northern  de]X!rtiiiciit  of  the  army,  vrho,  on  account 
of  his  corpulence,  was  unable  to  ride  on  horseback,  and  for  tha'i 
reason  it  was  called  a  dearborn."' 

The  log  cabir:  l^as  given  place  to  the  more  imposing  and  coinmo- 
dious  dwelling,  and  its  rudo  furniture  to  that  more  convenientlj 
fiishioned;  and  more  tastefully  and  expensively  made.  Changes  no 
less  mnrk'^d  bare  occurred  in  the  maleriLus  of  dress.  Once  cottOD 
was  not  ^'  king,"  nor  did  it  aspire  to  supremacy.  It  formed. indeed,, 
tlie  staple  of  some' of  tlic  fancy  articles  of  dress,  but  the  housekeep- 
ers of  eighty  years  ago  generallj-  e.rpected  to  spin  and  weave  with 
th.  ir  Gv;n  hands,  or  to  have  spun  and  woven  under  their  supervision^ 
an  amount  of  linen,  sufficient  to  furnish  the  bod  room,  the  table» 
anO  the  wardrobe,  the  material  for  vrhich  vras  grown  and  prepared 
for  use  by  the  fiither  or  brother  on  the  farm.  Eor  the  daily  wear 
of  the  laboring  man  in  summer,  the  frock  and  trowsers  v/ere  made 
of  the  tow,  hatchelcd  froai  the  fiax  while  preparing  it  f'yv  the  finer 
fabrics  in  whicli,  bdeuchicd  in  the  sun,  or  woven  in  stripes  or  plaids 
of  various  hues,  the  females  were  wont  to  array  themselves.  lu 
winter,  both  nndes  and  females  were  dressed  ia  v»"oolen  fabrics, 
carded  and  s['Un  ^nd.  woven  by  the  same  indu:;trioa3  hands,  but  fin- 
ished by  the  clothier,  whose  ijusiness  k  v/as  lo  make  it  into  "fulled 
cloth,''  as  it  v,-as  called,  for  males  :  aial  lor  females,  into  flannel 
sliglitly  milled,  and  colored  to  suit  thu  fmcy  of  the  wearer.  The 
writer  well  remembers  when  no  housekeei>er  thought  her  beds  weli 
famished  in  the  winter  with  otlier  tlian  ilannel  sheets,  or  her  fam- 
ily w  :li  ckul  witli  other  than  flannel  shirts.  In  summer  linen 
supplied  the  place  since  lilkd  by  cotton  f^r  under  garments.  The 
preparing  of  worsted  was  also,  in  olden  time,  an  art  wliich  it  was 
supnosed  every  liousewifc  sliould  understand,  and  tlie  needful  ira- 
p!em';:its  for  this  purpose,  the  comb  or  hatcheh  were  found  in  many 
well  furnished  houses.  The  art  became,  indeed,  in  time,  ''a  branch 
of  business,"'  and  its  prosecution  was  remunerativo  to  experts  in  its 
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r.ractice.  It  has,  hovTever;  passed  awav  vviih  tlie  long  -^^-ool  of  tbe 
liative  slieep. 

It  would  have  been  difiicult.  perhaps  irapossiDle,  to  make  theiU- 
thers  and  mothers  of  1TS±.  vfith  their  stern  liaoits  of  iiidustry  aud 
self-relianee,  coinpreliend  the  cliange  ■vvliich  the  lapse  of  seventy- 
eight  years  has  v>'roiight  in  the  tastes  and  employmeiits  of  their 
de^eendants.  They  could  hardly  have  bc-oii  made  to  beiievo  that  in 
iSd:^,  many  of  their  grand-sons  of  twcMly-five  or  thirty  years  of 
age.  "would  be  scnm^Lrers  to  a  fielvl  of  liay.  to  the  brake,  the  swing- 
ling knife, and  the  hatcbel.or  to  the  rai::irtg  anil  preparing  for  use. an 
article  whieh  they  considered  indi.^pen-able  to  every  veli  provided 
Jiome.  Nor  would  they  have  believed  tiiat  the  distaff  would  be  ban- 
ished from  the  fireside,  and  tbtit  the  flax  Vvdieel  wliich  it  was  tlie 
pride  of  ih-c  grandunotlier,  in  her  rude  dwelling,  to  use  dexterously, 
would,  by  the  grand-dauiiliiers.  be  known  only,  if  knovai  at  all,  as 
a  curiosit}'  stov,"ed  in  tlie  garret  among  the  relics  of  a  by  gone  age. 
No  one  vrho  Vr'as,  in  early  lii'e,  aceustomed  to  vfitncss  the  mother 
-employed  at  her  fiax  vvheel,  can  ever  forget  the  zest  with  which  she 
prosecuted  her  loved  employment,  and  the  air  of  thrift  and  enjoy- 
ment wliich  seemed  to  pervade  the  group  by  which  she  was  sur- 
rounded. To  such  an  one  th«  discontinuance  of  tJie  use  of  the 
implement  gives  eivij/nasis  to  ihe  beautiful  line, 

*'  IIcT  "R-h'.-.o:  at  rest,  the  matrr.n  cliavnis  no  more." 

Yet  these  changes  are  not  imaginary.  Tliey  are  real,  and  are  the 
result  of  the  entire  rovulution  in  the  nianufaetures  of  llie  country, 
and  of  our  widely  extci.fled  commercial  lelations.  The  x>ower  of 
water  and  of  steam  manutacture  the  fabrics  for  our  clothing,  more 
cheaply  and  more  perfectly  than  the  mothers  could,  or  than  their 
descendants  can  do  it  by  hand.  It  eo:Us,  too,  less  outlay  of  hibor, 
which  human  nature  will  abvays  avoid  as  far  as  possible,  to  pro- 
duce the  comrao'litics  which  the  manufacturer  consuTnes,  and  in 
which  the  Ci)mn"!err'ial  man  in^^tcs.  than  was  involved  in  the  more 
compiicat'^d  sy.-tcm  of  the  fluhero.  It  may,  however,  well  be 
ciue6t''jned.  whether  the  moral  and  social  bearimrs  of  thi3  chani^:'^ 
arc  not  to  be  re:a'citcd. 
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There  are  some  stiii  liviDg.-'.vho  well  remember  when  the  trencher 
or  wooden  pLite  was  usetl  on  even  well  furnished  tables,  on  which 
the  ample  stock  of  '"pot-luck,''  often  including  the  boiled  Indian 
pudding, was  served  to  those  around  therOjOr  when  the  bean  porridge 
or  succotash  was  placed  upon  the  table  in  a  central  bowl  of  wood  or 
brovfn  earthen,  with  a  spoon  for  each  of  the  guests  to  '-help  him- 
Eelf."'  ?vlany  rcLicmber,  also,  the  buffet,  or  hofai,  as  it  was  pro- 
nounced, in  the  corner  of  the  room,  with  its  array  of  polished  pew- 
ter, froui  the  broad  platter  down  to  the  child's  plate  and  porringer, 
the  pride  of  raany  an  industrious  matron^  and  the  envj  of  those 
less  fortunate,  or  less  skillful  in  imparting  a  polish. 

The  powdered  hair  and  queue :  the  small  clothes  fiistened  by- 
buckles  at  the  knee;  the  massive  shoe-buckles  of  brass  or  silver, 
covering  the  whole  breadth  of  the  instep;  the  broad-brimmed  hat, 
cocked  in  triangular  form,  are  all  familiar  to  the  memory  of  those 
who  are  seventy  years  of  age,  as  once  appendages  of  male  attire. 
The  great  grandmothers  were  -^^ontto  have  their  dress  slippers  with 
wooden  heels^  from  two  to  three  or  four  inches  in  height,  and  to 
array  themselves  in  hoops,  which,  in  size,  rivaled. those  worn  by 
modern  ladies,  while  they  surpassed  them  in  weight  and  incon- 
yenience. 

It  was  common  in  the  early  days  of  Cornwall  for  the  inhabitants 
to  make  "  bees,"  as  they  were  called,  f;>r  the  purpose  of  aiding 
each  other  in  doing  within  a  few  hours,  what  it  would  take  an  in- 
dividual unaided  a  long  period  to  accomplish.  hen  the  settler 
arrived,  it  was  a  matter  of  course  that  those  who  had  preceded  him, 
should  lend  a  friendly  hand  in  erecting  f}r  him  a  log  cabin, that  he 
might  have  a  shelter  of  his  ov.n.  Ss'-mpathy  in  privation,  perhaps, 
in  the  outset,  aod  fondness  for  social  intercourse,  rather  than  ne- 
cessity, led  to  frequent  gatherings  for  mutual  aid  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  ordinary  labors.  So  long  as  it  was  the  universal  practice 
to  ''top'*  the  growing  corn  and  allow  the  ears  to  remain  and  ripen 
in  the  field,  it  was  a  practice  almost  equally  prevalent  for  neigh- 
bors when  they  had  gathered  their  corn  to  the  barn,  to  invite  each 
other  on  successive  evenings  to  aid  in  husking.  So  when  through 
iufirraity  or  misfortune,  the  bu'^ines.^  of  an  individual  tell  in  arrears^ 
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kind  neighbors  wero  ^vont  to  make  a  hee  on  liis  bebaK  and  tbus  to 
afibrd  tiDjelj  aid,  and  these  gatlierir.;'/;^  were  as  comiiion  among  fe» 
rcales  as  niales. 

Tiie  amusements  of  the  joutli  were  of  an  atlilotic  character, 
Euunhig;  leaping,  and  especiallj  ^vrcstling  and  LaU-playing.  Some- 
times a  tbrnial  challenge  would  be  given  and  accepted  by  different 
parties  in  the  same  tov;n,  or  in  adjacef  .t  towns  :  the  stake  beir;g 
supper,  or  a  '•treat''  of  punch  or  ••egg  nog.*'  Such  games  usually 
ended  trainings,  raisings,  to  ,  at  which  too  often  spirituous  liquors 
coniribuied  to  hilarity, 

?\ew5papers  after  they  began  to  be;  printed  in  tliis  region,  "VTore 
circulated  by  carrier?,  who  rode  from  house  to  house. 

For  a  long  period  it  was  the  custom  for  certain  shoemakers  to  go 
frcni  house  to  house,  once  a  year  or  oftener,  and  do  tbe  work  of  tlie 
families  in  that  line,  a  mode  of  cmployruent  Vtdiich  they  were  accus- 
tonied  to  speak  of  as  whipping  the  cat."'  A  similar  course  was 
pursued  by  tailors^  and  is,  by  t  tiloresseSj  kept  up  till  the  present 
day. 

Our  fathers  were  strangers  to  the  modes  of  warming  and  venti- 
lating their  buildings  novr  mostly  adopted.  It  would  not  be  ex- 
pected that  those  who  were  encumbered  with  a  surplus  of  \5ood3 
would  much  study  economy  in  its  use.  The  fire-place,  with  its 
trammels  or  crane  and  ''potdiooks,"  wide  enough  to  receive  logs 
'•sled  length,''  as  they  were  Tirawn  from  the  forests  which  the  set* 
tiers  were  laboring  to  clear,  was  naturally  used,  as  it  secured 
at  once  a  fire  of  warmth  and  durability,  with  but  Ihtle  expenditure 
of  labor.  The  fathers  probably  would  have  rejected  the  stove,  if 
it  had  been  olTered  them,  not  only  as  unsocial,  but  as  requiring  to 
£t  their  fuel,  an  obiecrionable  amount  of  labor.  Precisely  at  what 
date  the  stove  was  first  used  in  this  region,  it  may  be  difficult  to 
ascertain.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  seen  one  earlier  than 
about  1812.  They  were  first  introduced  to  the  kitchen  as  an  aid 
in  culinary  labors,  an-l  for  socio  time  cliicliy  employed  in  that  de- 
partment of  the  f  imily.  Tiiey  were  first  prized  as  convenient,  next 
as  economical  by  those  whose  fields  had  become  so  far  denuded  of 
rrwd,  as  to  render  its  preservation  an  object  of  some  thought.  For 
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tliese  and  other  reasons,  thej  came  gradually  into  general,  use,  un- 
til an  open  fire  upon  tlio  hearth  is  a  noYelty.  At  this  date  it  is 
true,  as  it  luis  for  several  years  been,  that  few  newly  constructed 
Louses  have  any  lire-place,  except  in  the  kitchen,  and  in  most  of 
them  even  this  is  dispensed  vvdih.  An  arch  of  brick  is  constructed 
insread.  with  kettles  i-et,  or  vrith  an  iron  top  vfith  apertures  more  or 
less  numerous,  for  the  reception  of  kettles.  This,  with  an  oven 
aUaohod,  or  with  ibo  oven  of  the  cooking  stove,  greatly  focilitateSj 
and  of  course  relieves,  the  labors  of  the  house-keeper. 

Most  important  aids  in  agricultural  pursuits,  to  which  our  fathervS 
wer-  -  stra  igers.  have  been  within  a  very  brief  period,  tendered  to 
us  by  the  introduction  of  labor  saving  machiuery.  The  fields 
Avhicli  our  predecessors  laboriously  passed  over  from  year  to  year 
with  the  scyth.e,  we  are  enabled  in  a  quarter  of  the  time,  and  with 
less  than  a  quarter  of  the  manunl  labor  they  employed,  to  mow  in 
a  njore  perfect  manner  with  the  machine,  moved  by  horse-povrer. 
Ihe  ]iorse-rake  in  a  multiplicity  of  forms,  not  more  perfectly,  but 
more  expeditiously  performs  the  work  which  was  done  by  hand, 
wd'iile  the  drag-rake  performs  equally  vfelhand  much  more  easily, the 
tire  raking  after,  and  the  gathering  of  the  lighter  portions  of  the 
hay^.  The  graia-cradle,  too,  and  the  reaper  moved  by  horse-pov;er, 
perform  a  mission  which  cost  the  fathers  with  their  sickles,  many 
a  day  of  wearisome  ond  exhausting  toil.  The  modern  plow,  with 
its  polished  iron  or  steel  mould-board,  presents  a  striking  contrast 
to  the  clumsy  wooden  implement  with  vrhich  our  Mds  were  farrow- 
ed in  early  days.  The  nuxlern  cultivator  would  have  abridged  the 
labors  performed  by  the  llithers  in  their  fields  of  corn  and  potatoes. 
Our  harrows,  too.  pcrf jrm  more  and  better  service  than  those  em- 
ployed in  early  times,  and  it  probably  is  not  claiming  too  much,  to 
say,  that  our  forks  and  hoes,  and  other  similar  implements,  are  in 
liglttness  and  convenience,  at  least  equally  improved.  The  thresh- 
ing-machine accomplishes  in  a  few  hours  or  days,  what  once  re- 
quire.! weei'is  or  moiitiis.  The  hand  fin  for  cleaning  grain,  was 
once  the  on-y  implement  enq")loye;l  for  this  purpose.  This  was  auc- 
ceciled  by  winrniwing  mills  which  were  a  great  improvement, 
though  they  simply  separated  the  cliaff  from  the  grain.    These,  in 
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I  tnrfi.  arc  ^^^vir^g  place  to  niv  more  perfect  implenierits,  ^vllich  wiih 
|lc?s  labor,  not  onlv  sepanito  the  cbaiT,  but  clcunsc  the  grain  from 
pali  admixture  of  ibul  secdj^. 

ISTor  i,'  labor-saving  macliinery  confuicd  to  liie  field  or  barn.  At 
I  every  tarn  it  tenders  its  aid  to  din:!ii,ii5!i  and  ligiiien  domestic  labors. 
;^The  churn,  ^Yitb  its  numerous  iniprovt;meiit3  :  ilse  washing  machine, 
'  iQore  or  Ic^-s  complicated,  and  numerous  oflior  utensils  which  need 
f  not  be  specified,  oiler  -their  kin/ilj.  aid  lo  licr  ''wLoso  work  is  never 
^  done.*'    And-  over,  and  beyond  all,  the  sewing  machine  proffers  its 
?  fiiendly  ft?sistai:ce  to  the  rritron,  doomed  to  the  incessant  use  of  the 
i  needle,  b«^cau=^e  her  lack  of   hculcii  iV  of  pecuniary  means,  or  her 
I  aversion  to  dependence  on  others,  prohibit  the  employment  of  lielp. 
I  jSo  labor-saving  machinery,  perhaps,  oilers  to  the  female  portion  of 
I:  the  commiaiity  aid  so  appro]  rinfe  and  so  ]ieedful,  presented  as  it  is^ 
I  in  f:)rm3  diverse,  and  constructed  with  more  or  less  of  complication, 
I  and  with  finish  more  or  less  expensive^  to  suit  the  taste  and  means 
^  of  the  parcl laser. 

I     Would  that  the  ojily  changes  brought  to  light  by  a  review  of  the 
;  past  were  those  which  relate  to  the  structure  or  furniture  of  our 
dwellings ;  tu  the  contents      our  wardrobes;  and  to  tlie  modes  and 
i  facilities  for  performing  agricultural  and  domestic  labors.  There 

■  are  changes  more  directly  afi'-cting  the  fabric  and  the  wclfire  of 
i  society.    There  is  laxness  in  iamily  government  and  in  the  school, 

I  wdiere  theie  was  comparative  firnmess.  Shall  I  add  there  is  re- 
I  missness  in  church  discipliiic.  where  there  was  vigilance  and  decis- 

■  ion  and  promptness.  instead  of  standing  or  kneeling  when  ad- 
-  '  dressing  the  Tlirone  of  Grace  in  the  pid.dic  a-.-embly,  the  congrega- 

'  tion  deliberately  keep  their  seats,  as  they  would  not  presume  to  do 
*   if  addressii:g  a  fellovr  being  in  iiigh  position. 

in  reibrenco  to  the  phase  of  society  alluded  to  above,  Timothy 

■  Titcomb.  in  one  of  his  recent  essays,  well  remarks  : 

Xothin:]^  is  mere  apparent  in  Amerleun  character  and  Am.erican 
I  life,  llinn  a  grov,  ing  lack  ot  revereia:e.  It  hegins  in  tiit;  iamily, and 
;  runs  out  ihruugh  ai'  the  relations  of  soci.vt}'.  The  parent  may  be 
;  loved,  but  he  is  much  h-^s  revered  than  in  the  olden  tiine.  Parental 
;  authority  is  cast  oif  early,  and  age  and  gray  hairs  do  not  command 
;    the  tender  regard  and  that  careful  respect  that  they  did  in  the  times 
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of  the  fathers.  In  politics,  it  is  the  habit  to  speak  in  light  and 
disrespectful  terms  of  those  ivbose  experience  gives  them  the  right 
to  council  and  command.  Young  men  talk  flippantly  of  "  fossils,'' 
and  '"old  fogies/'  and  wonder  why  men  '»vbo  have  been  buried  once 
will  not  remain  quietly  in  their  graves.  .Of  course.  Tflien  such  a 
spirit  as  this  prevails,  there  can  be  no  reverence  for  authority,  no 
respect  for  place  and  position,  and  no  genuine  and  hearty  loyalty. 
We  nickname  our  Presidents,  and  '-old  Buck"  and  ''old  Abe'"  are 
spoken  of  as  familiarly  as  if  they  were  a  pair  of  old  oxen  we  were 
in  the  habit  of  driving.  Every  man  considers  himself  good  enough 
for  any  place,  and  great  enough  to  judge  every  other  man.  If  a 
pjastor  does  not  happen  to  suit  a  parishioner,  the  parishioner  has  no 
feeling  of  reverence  for  hiju  that  v^x^uld  hinder  him  from  telling  him 
so  to  his  face.  Every  man  considers  himself  not  only  as  gootl  and 
as  great  as  any  other  man,  but  a  little  better  and  a  little  greater. 
Ko  being  but  God  is  revered,  and  He,  I  fear,  not  overmuch.  What 
we  call  Young  xlmerica,"  is  made  up  of  about  equal  parts  of 
irreverence,  conceit  and  that  popular  moral  quality  familiarly 
known  as  brass." 

The  appositencss  of  these  remarks  will  hardly  be  questioned  by 
any  one  who  has  attained  to  middle  age.  The  questions  which  exer- 
cise the  thoughtful  arCj  whither  are  we  tending  ?  Where  will  our 
career  teminate  ? 
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CHAPTER  XXXr.  ' 

gEPvVIC£S  OF  SETTLERS  WHO  1;1:lONGED  TO  THE  REVOLUTIONARY 
AFvMY — TRAININGS — V/AKING  UP  OmCERS— CITIZENS  WHO  DIP 
SERVICE  IN  THE  WAK  OF  1812 — YOLUNTEEES  IN  THE  WAR  OF 
THE  GREAT  ilEUELLION. 

Those  wlio  bave  reiM]  the  narrative  on  the  preceding  pages,  re- 
specting the  pitches  and  location  of  the  caHy  settlers  of  Cornwall, 
have  already  I?een  intbrmcd  thai  nianj^  of  them  were  for  longer  or 
shorter  periods,  connected  with  the  army  during  the  revolutionary 
war.  As  their  services  ijave  llius  been  :?cve rally  notedj  a  repetition 
cannot  be  needful  here. 

'•A  -■■arrod  !ku!<!, 
They  take  tl-c'r  An-\^  ti'LTolhcr,  av}i;1-.j  the  voar 
Coine.-*  wlih  1:-  e'-rly  duNvers  to  <lt,-f!:  t'.oir  ^i^-uvcs, 
Aii'l  gathv^r^  v'..  'a  nc  nn  a-^  wintvr  iV; .  ^'-u-. 
Theirs  is  ik>  v.;L:;ir  M        her~tL->  j..y 
With  Avhieh  thi  \r  chllda'u  frca'l  th-  Laliowod  ground 
That  hoi  :S  Ih-lr  ^  enrnrei!  .Iu.>r,  the  i^^cfi 

That  riniles  ois       lln-y  r.ia}  l-.I  i'..r,  a:;. I  iiie  v,(;'.i{i-h  '  ~  - 

That  clothes  the  hauiu-i,  where  llio  l\>ro<t  wave'd, 
Are  nionniviout-  n!'"-e  la-tiu'^'  than  tl;f  i'lne.s 
Keared  to  the  kliv_--.  aiiil ■in,,:'...!^  ot' uld." 

The  tardy  justice  of  our  governraent  in  offering  pensions  to  die 
veterans,  who  in  its  hour  of  peril  help»ed  to  fight  its  battles,  and  to 
win  IlS  victorieSj  and  who.-;e  only  pccuinary  reward  thus  far  had 
been  a  depreciated  con'-inciital  currency,  was  too  long  delayed  to 
furnish  relief  to  many  of  their  number.  The  pension,  though  late. 
bro'jgl!t  comfort  to  some  Lien,  and  to  more  widows,  who  would 
42 
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otherwise  Lave  been  aepenflciit  on  the  LaiKl  of  clinrltj.  A  il*Vf 
still  survive  to  avail  tlicriLselves  of  the  ap/ii\ial  stipend. 

Formal  iiiilirarv  organizations-,  ^?llicb  from  the  establishment  of 
the  goverDniGiit  Lad  been  tle-ernefl  Jiecessarj,  ivere  kept  up  witli 
much  interest  for  several  years  after  the  war  of  1812,  with  Grea*j 
Eritnin.  Every  able-bodied  man  between  the  ages  of  IS  and  45', 
was  expeeti'd  to  do  military  duty.  Two  companies  were  main- 
tained in  ibis  tov.-n,  one  e;i.lled  the  "  Infantry,"  enlisted,  and  uni- 
formed :  the  otlier  commonly  called  the  "  Plood-ivood company, 
being"  m.^de  up  of  all  who  were  leg  iily  enrolled,  and  -sdio  appeared 
on  the  pa:  ad^3  in  ordinary  citizens  dress,  with  eqiupmenta  Q^t-Qii  as- 
diverse  as  I'heiT  apparel.  They  were  accustomed  to  meet  for  drill! 
one  or  two  hrdf  days  each  season,  besides  an  annual  assembling 
of  a  llegimcnt  or  Brigade  in  the  autumn,  for  drill  and  inspection. 
Thi^se  companies  were  enjoying  the  full  tide  of  success  "svhen  the 
war  of  1S12  occarred. 

There  was-  a  usage  in  Cornwall  ef  eauly  origin^  called  "  The 
wakiug  up  of  otlicers  cn  the  morning  of  training  days.  Those 
who  were  fond  of  a  frolic  would  go  together,  froa>  the  house  of  one 
offcer  to  that  of  anotlj^r,  and  di-jchurge  tlieir  muskets,  expecting, 
that  in  response,  they  should  be  iiivitcil  to  partake  of  refreshments, 
of  which  ardent  spirits  always  f  >]  nicd  a  prominent  part.  It  was 
also  the  praciics  fjr  companies  to  be  furnished  on  the  parade  om-^- 
or  twice  each  dny  wiih  intoxicaiiisg  drinks  by  way  of  refresh inentj. 
at  the  expense  of  the  oSicurs.  Trairiing  day  thus  became  the 
direct  abettor  of  intemperance,  and  sometimes  of  disorder.  These 
us'jges  gradually  recctled  before  the-  [)revalence  of  temperance  prin- 
ciples, and  finally  disappeared — '•  irio^e  honored  in  the  breach  than 
the  observance.*' 

In  regard  lo  the  policy  v/hioh  inaugurated  the  war  of  1812,  there 
was  in  tliis  town  much  diversity  of  opinion.  Excitement  ran  high, 
and  the  ''democrats'*  and  '-federalists-' — the  parties  approving  and 
djsappioving  tlio  war,'"— were  nearly  equally  divided.  .It  appears j 
however,  that  the  party  disar«nroving  were  in  the  majority,  as  in 
the  elections  tliey  were  able  to  clioo^^c  their  fivorite  eandidates.  Op- 
l.:''sit'jii  t-j  !Ufi'  uiid  M!:;<-^ure.:.  im^ilia'^  in..  th'.<c  ividubgirig  it  ii'>  hu:k 
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of  palmtism.  WLcn  our  territory  ^TuS  iuTudcd  or  was  tbroateiied 
with  invasion,  paity  strifes  saiik  oMt  of  view,  find  citizens  arrancred 
tliL-mselves  around  their  country's  standard,  and  stood  shoulder  to 
jd)0iilderj  the  raiited  oppoiicnts  of  a  coriiraon  foo.  'Whm  in  the 
fejViiiig  of  1814.  the  alarm  was  souudv4  ilnil  the  Britisli  forces  oil 
I'i'C  Lal-e  ¥rerc  intoding  Co  dcsijoj^  tha  vessels  which  afterwards 
co!!Stilaite<I  McDo^!Ough/s  fleet,  thea  building  at  VergeniiGs,  the  cit- 
as  if  moved  bv  an  electric  spark,  shouldered  their  muskets 
and  fi.ew  to  the  ix^me,  desirous  only  of  knowing  how  thej  might 
best  repel  thb  liH'uder.  'Ami  when  in  the  following  autumn,  the 
•alarm  again  rang  aleng  our  hills  and  through  our  vallies,  that  a 
British  army  was  rnarehing  upon  3?lattsburgh,  the  call  to  arms  met 
n,  hearty  resj)Oi]se  fern  every  bosoiiL  Men  dropped  their  imple- 
jnents  of  labor,  £iei:od  the  \veap'"*iiS  of  war.  and  set  fbrwai'd  to  tho 
field  .of  strife, 

•'•Thr-\-  !vfr  the  jHow-sliarc  In  tlio  ■r\i;'1.\ 
T'.M-ir  (jrM-k.  aii.l  iur.Is  ultlrnir  a  iol<l, 
T'le  sifkl'.'  ii!  tl.'^--  ui!.-!i<ini  ^r;mi. 
The  c<>ni  hah"  pJViH-r"4  ou  tlso  plain. 
And  mustered  In  tlu  ir  .^iuij.lti  (iiv.-.s 
For  ■kvronLTs  In  -j;'?!-.  :>  ,-i.i*rn  i-<.h]j-c.-~.- — 
T"  r;i.4i!:  tiio-i.  '.-iri*.!*' CiMWO. \s'</^. 

To  fjorisli  or  oVr.:'OJi;e  xli-:  f'.H>_"" 

!ri)e  allowing  kicidents  liavc  bem  kii>dh^  furnishod  by  Maj, 
Orin  Field,  who  personally  shnred  t'le  £itigues  and  [perils  of  the 
Kuu'ch :: — 

"  In  September,  1814,  Platisljurg^i.  N.  Y.,  was  invaded  by  the 
British  army,  14,0*. )0  strong.  T'l.'^-'  abvnn  wiis  -:ound<xi  through  our 
vallies,  and  oar  militia  s^x\n  res[}<j'hkd  t.)  tho  call.  Men  left  tlieir 
work  and  took  thek-  guiis,  rot  wniting  for  extra  fixings,  and  in 
parties,  from  six  to  a  dozm,  woiv3  soon  on  the  way  to  the  scene  of 
conflict. 

On  arriving  ot  Buriingto^i,  men  of  tiie  volunteers  from  Cornwall 
"embodied  ti!cui=clves  in  a  cempany  connnandtd  by  Capt.  E.  B.  link 
while  others  join  - t  hiai  after  re:i'-hi?ig  riattsburgh.  Tiie  niglit  of 
tho  lOth  of  -r^C:  p-iidier,  we  ohC;io:pfd  three  miles  south  of  the 
'kort.  Early  o;'.  tlio  min-ning  of  the  11th,  we  were  aroused  by  the 
booming  of  cannon  in  the  distance,  when  it  was  h;oon  aseertained 
that  the  two  fleets  \vcre  engaged.  The  volunteers,  some  loOO  in 
iiundjer,  w*  re  f' 'r;j.j;indpd  by  Oou.  Samuel  ^^trong,  <>f  Yergennes: 
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CoL  Lymai),  of  Charlotte  :  Col.  Ilastirigs  Warren  of  Midalebiu;y  ; 
IMaj.  Sumers  Gale,  of  Oornv>-a]],  and  ^Yere  soon  marcliing  down  on 
the  west  bank  of  Lake  CbanipLiin.  In  a  short  tirae  ^^o  came  in 
sight  of  the  two  fleets,  imd  ",Ye  could  see  the  vv'ater  %  as  the  balls 
8ped  Oil  through  the  waves.  As  we  neared  the  Fort  the  coluiiUi 
filed  to  tlie  left  and  entered  an  open  forest  where  a  Imxiber  road 
was  tracenble. 

At  this  point  we  ^oon  saw  the  air  filled  with  shot  and  shell,  sonic 
bursting  over  our  hends,  knocking  down  one  of  our  men,  who  was 
soon  up  and  in  hia  piiace  again  — ■  our  destination  being  the  upper 
crossing  of  the  Saranac=  Just  before  reaching  the  river,  we  en^ 
countered  a  body  of  some  four  hundred  of  the  enemj.  who  saluted 
U3  with  several  shots  or  rounds,  when  they  showed  us  their  backs/' 

The  foiiO?nng  list  of  the  volunteers  who  were  in  service  at 
Plattsburgh,  and  tlie  additional  incidents  of  the  inarch,  are  gathered 
from  those  who  were  of  the  number,  many  of  whom  still  survive, 
and  are  rcside^it  among  us.  Their  testimony  very  happily  agrees, 
the  only  discrepancies  being  such  as  might  be  expected,  after  the 
Inpse  of  more  than  forty  years.  The  company  from  Cornwall 
commanded  by  Capt.  E.  B.  Hill,  consisted  of  those  who  were 
enrolled  and  liable  to  do  duty  in  his  company,  together  with  sev- 
eral others  who  joined  him  on  the  way  and  after  arriving  at  Plotts- 
buro-h.    The  list  is  as  follows.: 


Boger  Avery, 
JomU  Avery, 
Daniel  Avery, 
Abirsun  Avery, 
Ethan  AnuruSj 
E  B  ilaiter, 
Felix  Bcntcn, 
Elij  ih  I;erit(;n, 
^I'oah  L.  In^iiton, 
Asahel  Bingham 
Abel  Bene-iiot, 
William  Cook, 
Austin  Dana, 


EDMUND  B.  HILL,  Captain. 
WiJ".  IIamiltox,  Erastus  Eeeve,  Lieutenants, 
Ezra  Mead,  Ensign ,:  Damel  Saxfokd,  Orderly. 
HosEA  BliOOKS,  Actun;-  Sin-geon. 
Elijah  Eoot,  Joslmi  1'ond,  Kn  rs  Mead,  Sergeants 
OziAS  Sanfokd,  Corporal. 

PRIVATES. 

Chester  Fenn, 
Ls.ia!;  L.  Fisher, 
Elihu  Griint, 
Tnimfiu  C.  Gibbs, 
Henry  Green, 
Joel  tJurrington, 
Ai;ii  fla: rinj:^t<ja, 
Ira  KarririgtoE, 
Harry  H511,' 
Wm.  Hurlhut, 
Enos  Ilaiiilia, 
Reuben  Gillett, 
Henry  Kirkum, 


John  McNeal, 
Israel  McXeixl, 
Epbr.iim  Pratt, 
Amos  Pennoyer, 
Russel  HichardiB. 
Samuel  Rxharda, 
Daniel  Wris^ht, 
Zdduo  B.  llobbins, 
Bansom  Robinson, 
Jonah.  Sanford, 
John  Sanford, 
Moses  VVooster, 
Marston  Sher?,-ou'J, 
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Elijah  Purfej.  Jesse  Keokr,  Ezekie!  Scovei, 

Jesse  Ellswoiliu  Gilbert  Linsiy,  .Nathaniel  Sherwood, 

Levris  W.  Ellsworth,  Wn).  Laiie,  Ira  Yv'entworth,  ^ 

Orin  Field,  Hclon  Mea'l,  Warren  \VheeIer. 

Eussel  Foot,  Paul  Mfxire, 

William  Slade,  Baggage  Master  :  Joh  Lane,  Benj.  Atwood,  Ezra  Scovel, 
Luther  G,  l>i}!£haTn,  Teamsters. 

Several  men  from  Cornwallj  because  it  was  more  convenient,  joined 
a  company  from  Brandon.  coiTirnanded  by  Capt.  Micha  or  Michael 
Brovrn,  viz  :  Harvey  Pritcliard,  Daniel  Goodyear,  Simeon  Balch, 
Clark  "Wiriiamson,  Harvey  Blodget,  Levi  P.  Tilden^  Chauncey 
Cook  and  Alpheus  Baker. 

^ear  evening  on  the  11  tb  of  September,  Ths.  Frederick  Ford 
and  0.  J.  Eells  received  information  of  the  battle  of  Plattsbnrgb, 
and  tbat  innny  of  tbe  volunteers  vrerc  wounded  and  needed  surgical 
aid.  SiipplTed  '^vitb  the  requisite  instruments,  they  left  without  de- 
lay for  tbe  scene  of  conflict.  They  traveled  all  night,but  learned  on 
their  arrival  at  Burlington,  tbat  tbe  wounded  which  were  not  nu- 
merous among  the  land  forces,  had  been  properly  cared  for,  and 
they  were  at  liberty  to  return,  enjoying,  at  least,  the  satisfaction  of 
having  done  what  they  could. 

In  the  brief  action  that  occurred  inimediateh^  following  the 
severe  and  bloody  naval  fight  upon  the  Lake,  ^:\nch.  resulted  in  tbe 
triumph  of  our  fleet,  ilo  one  of  the  volunteers  from  Cornwall  vfas 
injured.  Two  of  the  detacbmentj  however,  with  which  they  actedj 
were  wonnded.  Janaes  Wiley  from  Weybridge,  received  a  bullet  in 
the  neck  and  breast,  which  lodged  under  the  shoulder  blade,  inilict- 
ing  a  wound  that  proved  fatal  after  a  few  weeks.  A  Mr.  Good- 
rich of  Middiebury,  was  also  wounded  in  tbe  foot. 

Again  in  the  vrar- of  the  Gi  tat  Rebellion  in  which  we  are  now 
involved,  the  spirit  of  our  citizens  has  been  manifest,  in  a  ready 
response  to  the  call  of  Government  in  its  hour  of  peril.  When  the 
President  of  the  United  States  issued  Ids  first  call  for  one  Regiment 
of  Volunteers  from  Vermont,  for  three  months,  several  of  our  young 
rnen  promptly  entered  the  ranks  and  performed  the  stipulated  ser- 
vice. As  subse'.pient  calls  were  made,  from  time  to  time,  for  voU 
unteers  for  longer  periods,  they  were  responded  to  with  equal 
alacrity.     The  names  of  those  who  have  enlisted,  together  with 
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a  de53]'giiatiori  of  the  companies  and  regiments  to  wbicli  tbev  belong. 
I  have  eopieu  from  tbe  certified  record  of  tbe  Listers  and  Selectrnca 
of  tbe  town.    It  mav  tberefore  be  relied  uoon  as  correct. 


5th  li'-;j:snu-at. 


F.VLISTKI)  FOU  TlTia;:i:  YKAKS. 
EIAViN  S.  S'lVtW  KLL.  Cn];t.  <f  Vo.  F, 
Kep'riietst ;    {ii-i.-nimed  to  be  Major  oi' 

<':ilvin  ("lair,  Co.  K.  "2u'.l  Ke>pnieiit. 
OHver  < luic.        •'  *• 
H-  urv  J!n>!u;-, 

Alv;ih  K.  !:.ar<!i!,  •• 
Linus  S.  K\  t-rts     *•  *' 

Jt'iiu  (^'artvll, 
HtMsrv  ^.ir^  rr, 
J<s>ei>h  ('iair. 

Lro.-t, 
.lame--  Fciircn, 
Louis  « i«  .u!..Tt, 

IV-mii-  Hi';kc_\, 
Trnni.in  Laiu\ 

ThwUMslt.  Vvvk, 

Ail^iin-  Potter, 

,]()iui  .s<H'tr, 
All.-n  J.  S.-:id>\ 
Isnnc  -i.  Me;ini-, 
diaries  L.  .vtcarjis, 
Aaron  I'.  Yoiitt. 
Cii-u-I.'.  i:.  Voiirt, 
L.;wi>  Y.un:- 
Irt'iiu  Austin,  Co.  L  ' 
'VVin.  II.  Austin,  0.>.  ' ',  7th  Ke-iincnt. 
James  lioiifliy,  "  '* 
^reorge  Greeuleaf,  "  '' 
.GeoTire  Hudires,,  Co.  C,  0th  IJoglinc-iit. 


th  l;c<4!nient. 


jPajreG.  Potter,  C".  H,  1]  th  Ke;j;imeat. 
5^1  iBeiij.  Lifler, 

ji,^J[.oyal  Darlin-  "  " 
r^hariL\^  Baldwin,  " 
■'anies  ."Maiilw  *'  *• 
U'm.  Sharkey,  " 
Kiiiersoa  .'^hivo,  "  " 
K.  U.  Porter;  M.  D. 

Assistant  Siir;;;eon  11th  Rej^. 
U.V.ias  Sanford,  .Sharj.t  Shooter. 
iFnuik  Holiev, 

F.<l-ar  Ciair,  Co,  IL  Ist  Vt.  Cavalry. 

NINE  jrONTMS'  MKN. 
Eah'sted  in  Or\\  ell  ConniHUA-  C'apt.  AbolI. 
P.onieo  IL  Peek, 
iHein-  v  T.  Peck. 
lliham  D.  ^Mieelock, 
jr>cv.-is  F,  Dow. 
i  Harrison  W.  TCn^bam. 
jAndvev,'  IL  Siuion<is. 
jA-lelUrt  M,  Gaft, 
IWir),  J.  Wri-ht. 

!Joha  W.  SVodstei;  ,  ' 

jlMartisi  S.  Keeler, 
jHeiiry  Moun-y.. 
jA'mrru  S.  Pinaev. 
jLe'.vis  S.  Xewell. 
Lueius  1).  Moodv. 
i Harvey  L.  Sheldoa. 
i  KIXE  JtOXTIIs'  UV.S. 

I    F]!:]i>ted  iu  :Mjddlebur}-  Co.,  Capt.  Kieh. 
.riilii!  TH-niar. 
jCharles  Bodoin. 
jAh.'xi'^  3iahew, 
!>ct'roi  Mnhew. 


O J  those  in  tbe  preceding  lists  Xelsou  L.  Baxter  was  a  drummer, 
and  Truman  J.  Lane,  AHen  J.  Searls  and  Linus  Everts,  were 
■Corporals  in  their  respective  Companies.  Adams  Putter  and  Nel- 
son Baxter  both  entered  tbe  service  very  3'oung.  Potter  died  in 
tbe  regimental  hospital  but  a  short  tin3.e  after  entering  tbe  service. 
Baxtv-r  died  at  a  hotpltal  in  Baltimore  of  typhoid  fever  induced  by 
c>ver  ex'ertion,  while  taking  care  of  the  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Wililiamsburg,  Va.  Fenton  al^fo  died  of  disease  in  camp.  .  Everts 
and  Tiiomas  D.  Peek,  were  repoiied  missing  after  tbe  sanguinary 
battles  near  Kiehmond.  while  Gen.  McClellan  v>as  extricating  bis 
aymy  from  tbe  swamps  of  tbe  Chickahouiiny  river.  At  this  date, 
their  bereaved  friends  are  still  left  to  rnourn,  in  uncertainty,  their 
fate. 
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All  t]\rj^<i  \vlif>  eiitered  the  first  tea  rcLritnerits  omHii/C'l  in  tliis 
State  for  three  years  or  the  l^•ar,  Yoluriteered  witli  no  otlicr  iiifluce- 
inerits  than  tliose  pFe^crited  by  tbe  Gc-vcninient  of  the  IJisited  States, 
by  this  Commrnvvealth  and  by  their  own  patriotism.  Those  vrho 
:-;'C  couriected  with  the  11th  Kegimcnt  of  three  years'  merij  received 
from  public  spirited  citizens  of  t-he  town,  tbe  offer  of  fifty  dollars 
each,,  as  a  bounty,  and  those  subsetjuently  ei-ilisting  for  nir.e  months-, 
received  hem  the  sai?ao  source  the  offer  of  seventy-five  dollars  each. 
It  is  but  Justice  to  all  concerrjed  to  a<ld  that  this  offei?  of  bounty 
Y.'as  regarded  by  those  i^dio offered.  a?jd  by  those  vrbo  accepted  it,  asraii 
expression  of  sjnnpa-thy  on  i:he  part  of  those  remaining  at  hon:e-witii" 
those.  T.-ho.  for  the  common  good,  sacrificed  the  c<mfrit>  of  home 
for  the  discomforts  of  the  camp,  anil  the  perils  cf  tiie  battle-field'. 
.  '  Several  young  men,  natives  of  Cornvv-ally  biiil  residing  in  other^ 
and  some  of  them  in  reinote  localities,  have  entered  their  country's 
service.  Isaac-  L.  Eells,  novr  a  citizen  of  ^liddlebury,  is  a  sergeant 
in  Compayii  F,  5th  Yt.  Ivcginient.     Luther  L.  Baxter,  and  Wm- 

Baxter,  both  residents  ef  Chaska,  Carver  Co.,  Minnesota,  are.  in 
the  army — the  former  ^vith  the  commission  of  Captain.  Win.  Ilar- 
yison  Bobbins  enlisted  from  Ikchester,  N.  Y. 

Martin  L.  Mead,  M,  D.,  left  an  extensive  and  kcratiye  circle  of 
practice  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  that  he  might  a^d  in  caring  for  the 
sick  and  wcanded  of  our  noble  array  in  tlie  field.  He  was  assi^aiedi 
to  allegiment  from  31:chigan,  and  is  at  present  serving  in  Yirginia. 
.  Orlando  B.  Douglass  and  Clinton  A.  B.  Douglass,  sons  of  Amos 
Douglass,  yjQye  born  in  Cornwall,  the  Ibnner,  September  12.  1836> 
the  latter,  Angnst  11,  1S4G.  They  were  both  letident  in  Missouri 
when  the  rebellion  comiuenced,  and  both  pr'XTriptly  enlisted  in  ther 
ISth  Begiment  Mis^souri  A'oliuiteers — Orlando  with  the  commissioo 
of  Lieutenant  iu  Co.  K,  and  Clinton  as  Corporal  in  Co.  C. — - 
Orlando  was  employed  in  noi'tljcrn  Missouri  in  opposi7:g  ihe  biddi:;;;' 
burners  and  other  guerrilla  l^and-,  nritil  February,  18G2,  when 
U'Ar  BeginiCnt  v>as  oril<jrcd  to  Island  Xo.  10,  in  the  Mississippi 
Bivcr.  After  the  surrender  of  that  stronghold,  they  accompanied 
their  Begiment  to  riitsburg  Landing,  where  they  participated  iii 
the  f»l'vw]y  striiggic  ^.shich  proved  fatal  to  so  many  of  their  heroic 
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companions.  Here  they  ere  connected -VYith  the  ]]n;:;adr:  of  Oen 
Prentiss,  most  of  ^Yhom  were  killed  or  captured  by  tbe  ene-Tij  ;  an 
here  they  both  received  serious,  but  not  th.iil  wounds.  ■ 

The  ivound  of  Lieut.  Doughiss  vras  in  die  left  hip,  from  a  rniair- 
ball;  that  of  the  ya-anger  brother,  (then  a  lad  of  only  sixteeii 
years,)  was  in  the  right  f-^ro  arm,  from  a.  ball  pa^siijg  direi?tU 
through  the  arm  between  the  bones,  just  above  the  wriyt.  The 
Lieutenant  received  his  wound  early  in  the  action,  anxl  was  borne 
to  the  rear  —  the  Corporal  near  the  close  of  tlve  day.  just  as  be 
die-covered  that  the  enemy  were  surrounding  his  Regiment.  He  and 
a  fevY  of  his  comrades  happily  succeeded  in  eluding  their  grasp. 

'One  of  onr  Cornwall  young  men  vrho  deserves  honorable  mention^ 
as  having  sacriiied  his  life  in  his  country's  service^  is  Stili^man  H. 
SmitHj  a  son  of  Josiah  Smith.  His  spirit  of  enterprise  led  him 
to  seek  a  home  in  the  West,  and  he  had  been  some  years  resident  in 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  He  was  Sergeant  Major  in  the' 14th  Iowa  Eegi- 
inent,  and  fell  at  the  capture  of  fort  Donelson.  He  appears  to  have 
had  a  presentiment  of  his  death,  as  be  wrote  to  a  friend  a  few  days 
previous,  giving  specific  instructions  respecting  the  disposal  of 
property  which  he  owned  in  IMinnesota.  The  estimation  in  which 
he  was  held  in  the  circle  of  his  aci:]^uaintance,  may  be  learned  from 
the  following  letter  received  by  his  father  announcing  his  decease : 

Dubuque,  Eeb.  28,  1862. 
Dear  Sir: — The  intelligence  of  your  son's  death  at  Eort  Don-- 
elson  reached  us  yesierday,  and  at  once  cast  a  gloom  over  the  entire 
town,  for  hi?  acrpi-.iiutnnce  v.tis  extensive  and  none  knew  him  but  to 
esteem  him."  Hundreds  of  hearts  sympathize  with  you  in  this 
severe  afiiiction,  but  feel  proud  of  his  memory.  My  acrpiaintance 
with  him  dates  some  three  years,  one  year  and  a  half  intimately, 
having  been  engaged  in  the  same  office  and  for  the  same  firm;  Ha 
was  to  me  like  a  brother,  and  most  deeply  do  I  grieve  his  loss. — 
You,  sir,  have  the  consolution  that  he  died  most  nobly  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  country  wiiich  he  loved.  I  can  say  but  little  that  will 
tend  to  ouiet  tho  pains  of  Iiearts  bowed  down  by  grief  caused  by 
the  dtath  of  so  good  a  soij,  cdier  than  to  assure  you  with  all  the 
citizens  of  Dubu'iue  and  its  vicinity, of  his  worth.  He  vrill  long  be 
remembered  by  us  for  his  integrity,  kind  heart  and  valued  friend- 
ship.   I  am,  sir^  with  sympathy, 

Respectfully  yours,       A.  RUSSELL. 
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CONCLUSION. 

tThe  preceding  facts  suggest  the  reflection  that  the  characteristics 
of  progc^iitors  impressed  upon  thei^v  descendants,  commonly  give 
tcn3  to  their  history  through  subsequent  generations.  The  Ti-ar-likc 
ancestors  of  Greece  and  Home  ivere  succeeded  by  a  progeny  bent 
on  subduing  and  governing  the  nations  by  whoin  they '"were  sur- 
rounded. The  early  lovers  of  freedom  in  Scotland^  are  follov;ed  by 
a  people  who  brook  no  impeninent  interference  vvith  either  their 
civil  or  religions  righcs,  but  -^vlio  are  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  case, 
station,  property  and  even  life  in  defense  of  those  rights.  The 
EngEsh  Puritans  v,-hc  bado  denance  to  opposition,  and  Vvho  died  in 
d::fe^'.-e  of  independence,  or  souglit  its  enjoyment  in  immigratioa 
to  these  sliores,  have  transmitted  to  their  descendants  an  invinc- 
ible  hatred  of  oppression,  and  an  invincible  love  of  I'berty.  By 
a  compact  entered  into  by  the  pilgrims  of  the  May  Flower,  before 
they  disembarked  at  Plymouth,  they  solemnly  bound  themselves 
not  only  to  enact  such  just  and  equal  laws  as  the  general  good 
of  the  Colony  might  require,  but  to  rer^der  to  those  laws,  ''all 
due  £ubmi:^sion  and  obedience.'^  "VVherever  their  descendants  have 
spread,  they  have  cherished  a  uniform  respect  for  lav^-,  and  a 
unifjrm  spirit  of  obedience  —  a  uniform  firmness  in  enforcing  the 
one,  and  readine:;S  in  yielding  to  the  other. 

•'Piiaat      ror:(l.s  ivbere  -Ireani.s  of  iro«uom  glMo, 
Firni  a:;  the  biil.-i  to  item  .Mjijre.-.-iuu'j  tide.''* 


^''^.■tto      the  •■  Vennont  (..^i/.vtr'.-,  in-  Gr<;t>[i  >Li!i:af;ila  Pust  Bov/'  publl-hed  at  Wc-a- 
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In  no  case,  perhaps,  is  the  influence  of  ancestral  example  ar-l 
instruction  belter  illustrated,  than  in  the  communities  of  compar- 
atiyely  limited  extent,  vdiich,  in  Isevf  England,  we  denomiruUu 
townships.  It  is  easy  to  point  to  towns  whose  first  settlers  were 
nion  of  firm,  Cb.ristian  principle:  recipients  of  the  faith  once  deliv- 
ered to  the  saints,  and  tlic  cppreciators  of  sound  mental  and  moral 
culture.  Their  descendants  exhibit  a  similar  character.  The  min> 
istry  of  the  Gospel  is  sustained;  the  house  of  worship  furnishcu 
and  kept  in  goo<l  repair  ;  the  school-house  made  convenient  and 
attractiTC,  and  the  teaclicr  cheerfully  paid.  In  a  word,  all  the 
measures  are  adopted  and  the  institutions  patronized  which  secure 
thrift  and  order  and  happiness.  Unhappily  it  is  possible  to  poin^ 
to  other  towns  or  neighborhoods,  whose  iirst  settlers  discarded 
evangelical  truth  ;  thought  little  comparatively  of  mental  or  rnor v^l 
cultiyation  :  were  bent  primarily  on  mere  accumulatien  of  property. 
The  results  have  followed,  as  effects  are  wo-nt  to  follow  causes. 
Their  descendantb  adhere  to  the  errors  inculcated  by  the  fiithers, 
and,  in  too  many  cases,  indifference  to  mental  culture  keeps  pace 
with  spiritual  apathy.  In  the  former  of  these  communitieSj  we  look 
for  that  which  improves  and  elevates:  in  the  latter,  we  too  often 
fiiid  that,  which  de|)rc5ses  and  destroys-. 

The  fact '  has  already  been  alluded  to.  that  the  population  of 
Cornvfali  for  more  than  half  a  century  remained  nearly  stationary 
as  to  numbers,  and  has,  during  the  last  decade  of  years,  actually 
difainishsd.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  seek  an  explanation  of  this  fact, 
in  any  deterioration  in  the  thrift  of  the  community.  On  the  other 
hand,  indubitable  evidence  exists  of  gradual  but  steady  advance  in 
property  ;  in  the  science  and  practice  of  agriculture  ;  in  a  becoming 
liberality  and  steadiness  in  sustaining  the  institutions  civil  and  re- 
iigioas;  which  render  a  community  the  home  of  freedom  and  intel- 
ligence and  virtue,  and  which,  under  other  circumstances  havo 
drawn  together  a  numerous  and  homogeneous  people. 

The  causes  of  this  change  are  obvious  —  a  marked  decrease  in 
the  number  of  births  as  compared  with  the  earliest  perio<l  of  our 
history,  and  an  uncontrollable  spirit  of  emigration.  The  former  of 
these  causes  presents  a  subject  of  physologicai  imjuiry  which  would 
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)3e  cut  of  place  on  these  pages.  The  spirit  of  eraigratioa  is  innatej 
and  is  the  sanio  wbisa  prompted  our  fathers  to  forsake  weli  supplied 
and  comfortable  horaes  in  the  older  States,  for  the  perils  and  labors 
of  a  new  settlement.  Other  causes  may  have  stimulated  emigration, 
as  a  love  of  novelty,  and  compliance  "with  tlie  behests  of  fashion, 
Trhich,  in  regard  to  this  mattorj  may  be  as  inexorable  as  in  regard 
to  di'esSj  or  equipage,  or  manners.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  added  with, 
propriety,  that  this  Commonwealth  still  retains  a  system  of  legisla- 
tion in  respect  to  insolvency,  which  compels  the  unfortunate  debtor 
either  to  live  exposed  to  the  rapacity  of  unfeeling  creditors,  or  seek 
elsewhere,  the  opp  >r;-unity  to  retrieve  his  circumstances  in  quietness 
and  hope. 

'  Thus  far  it  has  been  our  lot,  and  in  this  particular  we  much  re- 
semble many  other  towns  in  the  State, .to  rear  and  educate  citizens 
iov  other  communities.  And  if  it  is  still  to  be  our  mission  to  con- 
tribute our  sons  and  daughters  far  others'  benefit  rather  than  our 
own,  how  important  that  with  a  full  appreciation  of  our  re- 
sponsibility, we  address  ourselves  to  the  task  providentially  allotted 
us.  We  cannot  too  promptly  and  efficiently  cherish  our  schools  ; 
we  cannot  too  earnestly  cherish  a  spirit  of  piety  in  our  own  hearts, 
and  encourage  it  in  others. 

Soon  the  places  that  novy  know  us  siiall  know  us  no  more, 

"  We  all  witkiii  our  graves  shall  shep  ; 
Ko  living  soul  for  us  vrill  rrcep  ; 
But  other  men  our  lands  will  till. 
And  otkors,  too,  our  streets  will  fill, 
A  hand  red  years  to  come." 

May  our  work  be  so  performed  that  to  each  of  us  the  Judge  will 
say,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the 
joy  of  thy  Lord." 
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ADDENDA. 

A  list  of  the  Deacons  of  the  Baptist  Church,  omitted  by  oyer"  ^ 
sight  of  the  printer^  should  have  been  inserted  on  page  199^  as  I 
follows : —  ,  ) 

Asahel  FieLI,  —          Converse,  * 

John  Beecher,  Amos  Eastman, 

Amzi  JoneSj  Tarrel  Sco\el, 

Abram  Foot,  Truman  0.  Gibb3,  ; 

Abel  J.  Benedict. 

The  renovation  of  the  Baptist  meeting-house,  alluded  to  as  hav- 
ing been  done  under  the  superintendance  of  George  Smith,  was,  by 
a  change  of  arrangements,  accomplished  by  Jacob  Daniels  of 
Bristol.  : 

On  page  76,  for  Luman  Eield,  read  Norman  Field. 

On  page  87,  for  Henry  Gibbs.  read  Zadoc  Gibbs. 

On  page  100,  for  some  fifty  rods  6*o2i//i-ea5^  of  Thomiis Xandon's^ 
read  south-west. 
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ChauBcey 
Aberoatiiy,  Cyrus  and  Jared, 
Atwood,  Beniamm, 
Ar.dru3,  Eldad, 
*'       h\2  c.ipthity, 

Ethan, 
"       Josei/u  R., 

Agi  icaitui  e.  a  chief  pursiiit, 
Amusements  of  yoaug  meu, 
America,  Young, 
B.iLC0M .  Abi-aliam, 


187 ; Baptist  Church,  foriiiaiion  of  102 

213;    "     it::!  pastors  19V-iOb 

lost    "  .  itsdc'icous  Soi? 

86  i  Baptist  Sndety,  153,195 

44!    "    meetinsr-houce,       "  195 

49 1  buikUn^ci,  190 
53  i    "    re-buildin- of 

225 ;Brat)diji;t  hordes"  120 

i04i    "    law  respecting  *  '  221 
I,  02  Bu::hnell,  Rev.  Jedediah, 
o'lS,    .                    settleuxent  of  165-5 

337'    **    hl.s  dis-Diissioii  107 


339  i 
63 


"  his  house  the  lirst  lueetins-house,  63  Baker,  Key,  A.  A. 


Baker,  Tiipothy, 
Ballard,  John, 
Baxter,  Vviiliam, 

•*  Luther, 

William,  Jr., 

"    E.  B. 

'»    Benj.  S. 

"    Luther  L. 

«'    Wiiliaru  R. 
Bartholomew,  Samuel, 


60  Bridges  and  Streams, 

7  9 :  f ?  ury  i  n  g  G  r  0  u  n  ds , 

64 ''Bees.' 

G4:r5ent,  Rev.  J.  A, 
112  CiiAHTEii  of  (own 
240 ,  Chipraaii ,  Jec;?e 
230;  Campbell,  James  and  Nathan 
SdSiCogs-vvell,  Nathaniel 
2431    '*  Joseph 

55  Currier,  l)r.  C.  B. 


Ids  eoceutritles  ai>.d  poetrVj   56-58: Casey,  Be-,  Jienjamia 


Blodget,  :^amueLJ 

**    his  captiTity, 

'*  Sardius, 

<^    Rev.  L.  l\ 
B.jnto:.,  Samuel,  CI 

'*    his  four  hundred  acre  lot. 
Boundaries  of  town  alid  ro-survey  2 
Bell,  Harvey, 

Blauchard,  Ntithaniel,  85 
Bean,  Sanborn,  80 
Brooks,  Dr.  Hosea,  208 
Burgoyne's  oDinion  of  Vermonterf?,  24 
Benedict,  Zachariah,  91,  90 

Bfinton,  Felix,  97 
AudreTT.  97 

'»  John,  97 
Benedict,  A.  J.  GO 

'*  Charles,  94 
Bingham,  Bea.  Jeremiah  &  sons,  11 5-1  IB 

'«    Rev,  L.G.  114,230 

*«    R.  P,  101,  114 

Merrill;  114 

f    Rev.  Hiram, 

'*    Rev.  Joel  3, 


Conf 


his  ministry  and  character,  166-79 
Jcdeaiah  y.  243 
190 
303 
0O6 
S36 
189 
21 
71 
72 
84 
85 
209 
78 
95 
97 
06 
96 
97 
97 
123 
137 
136 
7 

ISO 
140 
141 
190 
164 
140 
145 
165 


44;  Cook,  l^ea.  Joseph 
50]    "    Geu.  Chauncey 
45 1    *•    Daniel  Dewey 
230!    "    Milo,  l^s  j. 
111}    «*    Hon.  S.Muuel  E. 

Ill:     "     Milo  D. 

-29:  Choristers 
76, Cong  1  L'hurrli,  organization  of 
ArLiclcs  of  Fairh 


of  Order  and  Discipline,  1 


142, 


•«    A.  L. 

Boyntoa,  John, 
*'  Henry, 


Covenant 
Its  first  Pastor 
Its  first  Deacons 
Liot  of  Deacons 
_'l  Society,  organization  oi 
discussion  respecting 
first  meeting-house 
second    '*  " 

re-bu)ldiug  of  meeting-house  187 
Church,  Free  '  199 

Its  Confession  of  Faith  2(j0 
Its  Pastors  201 
11 5,  231 1  Clergymen  natives  of  Cornwall  229-240 
115,  231  j Census,  281 
8y  I  Compensation  to  town  ofiloers  308 
112jCave  of  Mrs.  Story,  310 
112,  231  Bekds,  iiideiiniteness  of  40 
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Diirfejs  Elijali  59  j    '*    Organization  of  200 

Douglass,  James  M.  and  sons       47,  75;    '«    Pastors  200 

«'       Frimitive  mortar  of  75  Gn.BEirr,  Isaiah  6G 

Nelson  B.  To'Gibbs,  Zadoc  87 

«'    Orlando  B.               *  8i7  Green,  Dr.  R.  C.  200. 

'*   Clinton  A.  B.  S47;    "    Elder  Henry  197 

•Dana^E.  S.  276  Gale,  Gen.  Seiners  &  sons  02 

Dulano,  Abisha  78.    <■    Br.  Nathan  272 

Pagget,  David  and  PI enr;7  69 1    "     "    George  27-3 

Davis,  Abijah  85' Oilman,  John  109 

Dean,  F.  H.  85  Grants,  JS'.  H.  controversy  respecting  lu 

Dean.  H.  Franklin  "    85  Graduates  from  Cornwall  277 

Dvrirneii,  William  80  Hall,  Thomas  112 

Delci»g,  Aaron  114  Hall.  B<^njamin  74 

Douglass,  James  M.  Esq,  244  Hail,  Hiland  113 
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